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BOOK V. continued. 


A FTER a profperous voyage, Narvaez poo xk 


landed his men without oppofition near 
St. Juan de Ullua. Three foldiers, whom 
Cortes had fent to fearch for mines in that 
diftriét, immediately joined him. By this 
accident he not only received information 


concerning the progrefs and fituation of 


Cortes, but as thefe foldiers had made fome 
progrefs in the knowledge of the Mexican 
language, he acquired interpreters, by whofe 
means he was enabled to hold fome inter- 
courfe with the people of the country. But, 
according to the low cunning of deferters, 
they framed their intelligence with more at- 
tention to what they thought would be agree. 
able, than to what they knew to be true; and 
reprefented the fituation of Cortes to be fo 

VOL, Il. B defperate, 


Vs 


1520. 
The pro- 
ceedings of 
Narvaez. 

April. 
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BO O K defperate, and the difaffection of his follow- 
pes ers to be fo general, as increafed the natural 


1520. 


Cortes 
deeply 
alarmed. 


confidence and prefumption of Narvaez. His 
firft operation, however, might have taught 
him not to rely on their partial accounts. 
Having fent to fummoh the governor of Vera 
Cruz to furrender, Guevara, a prieft whom 
he employed in that fervice, made the requi- 
fition with fuch infolence, that Sandoval, an 
officer of high fpirit, and zealoufly attached 
to Cortes, inftead of complying with his de- 
mands, feized him and his attendants, and 
fent them in chains to Mexico. 


Corres received them not like enemies, but 
as friends, and condemning the feverity of 
Sandoval, fet them immediately at liberty, 
By this well-timed clemency, feconded by ca- 
reffes and prefents, he gained their confi. 
dence, and drew from them fuch particulars 
concerning the force and intentions of Nar- 
vaez, as gave him a view of the impending 
danger in its full extent. He had not to con- 
tend now with half-naked Indians, no match 
for him in war, ‘and ftill more inferior in the 
arts of policy, but to take the field againft an 
army in courage and martial difcipline equal 
to his own, in number far fuperior, aéting 
under the fanétion of royal authority, and 
commanded by an officer of known bravery. 

5 He 
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He was informed that Narvaez, more foli- BOOK 
citous to gratify the refentment of Velafquez, — ‘:_, 
than attentive to the honour or intereft ofhis 152°. 
country, had begun his intercourfe with the 
natives, by reprefenting him and his followers 
as fugitives and outlaws, guilty of rebellion 
againft their own fovereign, and of injuftice 
in invading the Mexican empire; and had 
declared that his chief objeét in vifiting the 
country was to punifh the Spaniards who had 
committed thefe crimes, and to refcue the 
Mexicans from oppreflion. He foon perceived 
that the fame unfavourable reprefentations of 
his character and aétions had been conveyed 
to Montezuma, and that Narvaez had found 
means to affure him, that as the condué& 
of thofe who kept-him under reftraint was 
highly difpleafing to the King his mafter, he 
had it in charge not only to refcue an injured 
monarch from confinement, but to reinftate 
him in the poffeflion of his ancient power 
and independence. Animated with this pro- 
fpe& of being fet free from fubjeétion to 
ftrangers, the Mexicans in feveral provinces 
began openly to revolt from Cortes, and to 
regard Narvaez as a deliverer no lefs able than 
willing to fave them. Montezuma himfelf 
kept up a fecret intercourfe with the new 
commander, and feemed to court him as a 

B2 perfon 
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B . o K perfon fuperior in power and dignity to thofe 


Bet 
1520. 


His delibe- 
rations con- 
cerning his 
own con 
duét. 


Spaniards whom he had hitherto revered as 
the firft of men *. 


SucH were the various afpeéts of danger 
and difficulty which prefented themfelves to 
the view of Cortes. No fituation can be con- 
ceived more trying to the capacity and firm- 
nefs of a general, or where the choice of the 
plan which ought to be adopted was more 
difficult. Ifhe fhould wait the approach of 
Narvaez in Mexico, deftruétion feemed to be 
unavoidable ; for while the Spaniards preffed 
him from without, the inhabitants, whofe tur- 
bulent fpirit he could hardly reftrain with all 
his authority and attention, would eagerly lay 
hold on fuch a favourable opportunity of 
avenging all their wrongs. If he fhould aban- 
don the capital, fet the captive monarch at 
liberty, and march out to meet the enemy; 
he muft at once forego the fruits of all- his 
toils and victories, and relinquifh advantages 
which could not be recovered without extra- 
ordinary efforts, and infinite danger. If, in- 
ftead of employing force, he fhould have re. 
courfe to conciliating meafures, and attempt 
an accommodation with Narvaez; the natural 
haughtinefs of that officer, augmented by con- | 

* See NOTE I. 
fcioufnefs 
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fcioufnefs of his prefent fuperiority, forbad 
him to cherifh any fanguine hope of fuccefs, 
After revolving every {cheme with deep at- 
tention, Cortes fixed upon that which in exe- 
cution was moft hazardous, but, if fuccefsful, 
would prove moft beneficial to himfelf and to 
his country ; and with the decifive intrepidity 
fuited to defperate fituations, determined to 
make one bold effort for viétory under every 
difadvantage, rather than facrifice his own 
conquefts and the Spanifh intereft in Mexico, 


But though he forefaw that the conteft 
muft be terminated finally by arms, it would 
have been not only indecent, but criminal, to 
have marched againft his countrymen, with- 
out attempting to adjuft matters by an amica- 
ble negociation. In this fervice he employed 
Olmedo, his chaplain, to whofe charaéter the 
funétion was well fuited, and who poffeffed, 
befides, fuch prudence and addrefs as qualified 
. him to carry on the fecret intrigues in which 
Cortes placed his chief confidence. Narvaez 
- rejected, with feorn, every fcheme of accom- 
modation that Olmedo propofed, and was with 
difficulty reftrained from laying violent hands 
on him and his attendants. He met, how- 
ever, with a more favourable reception among 
the followers of Narvaez, to many of whom he 
delivered letters, either from Cortes or his 

B3 officers, 
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B OOK Officers, their ancient friends and companions. 


V: 


3520, 


Cortes artfully accompanied thefe with pre- 
fents of rings, chains of gold, and other trin- 
kets of value, which infpired thofe needy ad- 
venturers with high ideas of the wealth that 
he had acquired, and with envy of their good 


fortune who were engaged in his fervice. 


Marches 
againt him. 
Moy. 


Some, from hopes of becoming fharers in thofe 
rich {poils, declared for anmimmediate accom- 
modation with Cortes. Others, from public 
{pirit, laboured to prevent a civil war, which, 
whatever party fhould prevail, muft fhake, 
and perhaps fubvert the Spanifh power, in a 
country where it was fo imperfeétly eftablifh- 
ed. Narvaez difregarded both, and by a pub- 
lic proclamation denounced Cortes and his 
adherents rebels and enemies to their country. 
Cortes, it is probable, was not mych furprifed 
at the untractable arrogance of Narvaez; and, 
after having given fuch a proof of his own pa- 
cific difpofition as might juftify his recourfe 
to other means, he determined to advance 
towards an enemy whom he had laboured in 
vain to appeafe, 


He left a hundred and fifty men in the ca- 
pital, under the command of Pedro de Alva- 
rado, an officer of diftinguifhed courage, for 
whom the Mexicans had conceived a fingular 
degree of refpect, To the cuftody of this 

flender 
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flender garrifon he committed a great city, BOOK 


with all the wealth he had amaffed, and, what 
was ftill of greater importance, the perfon of 
the imprifoned monarch. His utmoft art was 
employed in concealing from Montezuma the 
real caufe of his march. He laboured to per- 
fuade him, that the ftrangers who had lately 
arrived were his friends and fellow-fubjeéts ; 
and that, after a fhort interview with them, 
they would depart together, and return to 
their own country. The captive prince, un- 
able to comprehend the defigns of the Spa- 
niard, or to reconcile what he now heard with 
the declarations of Narvaez, and afraid to dif. 
cover any fymptom of fufpicion or diftruft of 
Cortes, promifed to remain quietly in the Spa- 
nifh quarters, and to cultivate the fame friend- 
fhip with Alvarado which he had uniformly 
maintained with him. Cortes, with feeming 
confidence in this promife, but relying prin- 
cipally upon the injunétions which he had 
given Alvarado to guard his prifoner with the 
moft {crupulous vigilance, fet out from Mexico. 


His ftrength, even after it was reinforced 
by the junction of Sandoval and the garrifon 
of Vera Cruz, did not exceed two hundred 
and fifty men. As he hoped for fuccefs chiefly 
from the rapidity of his motions, his troops 
were not incumbered either with baggage or 

B 4 artillery. 


Vv. 
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Number of 
his troops, 
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BOO Kartillery. But as he dreaded extremely the 


Vv. 


CH 


1520. 


Continues 
to negociate 
as he ad- 
vanced. 


impreffion which the enemy might make with 
their cavalry, he had provided againft this 
danger with the forefight and fagacity which 
diftinguifh a great commander. Having ob- 
ferved that the Indians in the province of 
Chinantla ufed {pears of extraordinary length 
and force, he armed his foldiers with thefe, 
and accuftomed them to that deep and com- 
paét arrangement which the ufe of this for- 
midable weapon, the beft perhaps that ever was 
invented for defence, enabled them to affume. 


Wirs this fmall but firm battalion, Cortes 
advanced towards Zempoalla, of which Nar- 
vaez had taken poffeflion. During his march, 
he made repeated attempts towards fome ac- 
commodation with his opponent. But Nar- 
vaez requiring that Cortes and his followers 
fhould inftantly recognize his title to be go- 
vernor of New Spain, in virtue of the powers 
which he derived from Velafquez and Cortes 
refufing to fubmit to any authority which 
was not founded on a commiflion from the 
Emperor himfelf, under whofe immediate 
protection he and his adherents had placed 
their infant colony ; all thefe attempts proved- 
fruitlefs. The intercourfe, however, which 
this occafioned between the two parties, 

proved 
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proved of no fimall advantage to Cortes, as BOOK 
it afforded him an opportunity of gaining fome __’" 
of Narvaez’s officers by liberal prefents, of 152% 
foftening others by a femblance of moderation, 

and of dazzling all by the appearance of wealth 
among his troops, moft of his foldiers having 
converted their fhare of the Mexican gold into 
chains, bracelets, and other ornaments, which 

they difplayed with military oftentation. Nar- 

vaez and a little junto of his creatures ex- 
cepted, all the army leaned towards an ac- 
commodation with their countrymen. This 
difcovery of their inclination irritated his 
violent temper almoft to madnefs. In a tranf- 

port of rage, he fet a price upon the head of 
Cortes, and of his principal officers; and having 
learned that he was now advanced within a 
league of Zempoalla with his finall body of 
men, he confidered this as an infult which 
merited immediate chaftifement, and marched 

out with all his troops to offer him battle. 


Bur Cortes was a leader of greater abilities Attacks | 
and experience than, on equal ground, to fight che niglity 
an enemy fo far fuperior in number, and fo 
much better appointed. Having taken his 
ftation on the oppofite bank of the river de 
Canoas, where he knew that he could not be 
attacked, he beheld the approach of the enemy 
without concern, and difregarded this vain 

bravade, 


) Fo) 
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Boo x bravade. It was then the beginning of the wet 


v., 


1520. 


feafon®, and the rain had poured down, during 
a great part of the day, with the violence pe- 
culiar to the torrid zone. The followers of . 
Narvaez, unaccuftomed to the hardfhips of 
military fervice, murmured fo much at being 
thus fruitlefsly expofed, that, from their un- 
foldier-like impatience, as well as his own con- 
tempt of his adverfary, their general permitted 
them to retire to Zempoalla. The very cir- 
cumftance which induced them to quit the 
field, encouraged Cortes to form a fcheme, by 
which he hoped at once to terminate the war. 
He obferved, that his hardy veterans, though 
ftanding under the torrents, which continued 
to fall, without a fingle tent or any fhelter what- 
foever to cover them, were fo far from repining 
at hardfhips which were become familiar to 
them, that they were ftill frefh and alert for 
fervice. He forefaw that the enemy would 
naturally give themfelves up to repofe after 
their fatigue, and that, judging of the conduc 
of others by their own effeminacy, they would 
deem themfelves perfeétly fecure at a feafon 
fo unfit for aétion. He refolved, therefore, to 
fall upon them in the dead of night, when 
the furprife and terror of this unexpetted at- 
tack might more than compenfate the inferi- 
ority of his numbers. His foldiers, fenfible that * 


> Hackluyt, vol. iii. 467. De Laet Defer. Ind. Occid. 221. 
no 


HISTORY OF AMERICA. rr 


no refource remained but in fome defperate soo K 

effort of courage, approved of the meafure with _ 

fuch warmth, that Cortes, ina military oration 1520. 

which he addreffed to them before they began 

their march, was more folicitous to temper 

than to inflame theirardour. He divided them 

into three parties. At the head of the firft he 

placed Sandoval; entrufting this gallant officer 

with the moft dangerous and important fer. 

vice, that of feizing the enemy’s artillery, 

which was planted before the principal tower 

of the temple, where Narvaez had fixed his 

head-quarters. Chriftoval de Olid commanded 

the fecond, with orders to affault the tower, 

and lay hold on the general. Cortes himfelf 

conducted the third and fmalleft divifion, 

which was to aét as a body of referve, and to 

fupport the other two as there fhould be occa- 

fion. Having pafled the river de Canoas, 

which was much {welled with the rains, not 

without difficulty, the water reaching almoft 

to their chins, they advanced in profound 

filence, without beat of drum, or found of any 

warlike inftrument ; each man armed with his : 

fword, his dagger, and his Chinantlan fpear. 

Narvaez, remifs in proportion to his fecurity, 

had pofted only two centinels to watch the 

motions of an enemy whom he had fuch good 

caufe to dread. One of thefe was feized by 

the advanced guard of Cortes’s troops, the 
other 


I2 
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Bs Ae K other made his efcape, and hurrying to the 
>, town with all the precipitation of fear and zeal, 


1520. 


and over- 
comes him. 


gave fuch timely notice of the enemy’s ap- 
proach, that there was full leifure to have pre- 
pared for their reception. But, through the 
arrogance and infatuation of Narvaez, this im- 
portant interval was loft. He imputed this 
alarm to the cowardice of the centinel, and 
treated with derifion the idea of being at- 
tacked by forces fo unequal to his own. The 
fhouts of Cortes’s foldiers, rufhing on to the 
affault, convinced him at laft that the danger 
which he defpifed was real. The rapidity with 
which they advanced was fuch, that only one 
cannon could be fired, before Sandoval’s 
party clofed with the enemy, drove them from 
their guns, and began to force their way up 
the fteps of the tower. Narvaez, no lefs 
brave in a¢ction than prefumptuous in con- 
duét, armed bimfelf in hafle, and by his voice 
and example animated his men to the com- 
bat. Olid advanced to fuftain his compa. 
nions; and Cortes himfelf rufhing to the front, 
conduéted and added new vigour to the at- 
tack. ‘The compaé¢t order in which this {mall 
body preffed on, and the impenetrable front 
which they prefented with their long fpears, 
bore down all oppofition before it. They had 
now reached the gate, and were ftrugeling 
to burft it open, when a foldier having fet 

fire 
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fire to the reeds with which the tower was co- BOOK 
vered, compelled Narvaez to fally out. In the —™:_, 
firft encounter he was wounded in the eye with 1520 
a fpear, and falling to the ground, was drag- 

ged down the fleps, and in a moment clapt in 
fetters. The cry of victory refounded among 

the troopsof Cortes. Thofe who had fallied out 

with their leader now maintained the conflict 
feebly, and began to furrender. Among the 
remainder of his foldiers, ftationed in two 
fmaller towers of the temples terror and con- 
fufion prevailed. The darknefs was fo great, 

that they could not diftinguifh between their 
friends and foes. Their own artillery was 
pointed againft them. Wherever they turned 

their eyes, they beheld lights gleaming 
through the obfcurity of night, which, 
though proceeding only from a variety of 
fhining infeéts, that abound in moift and 

fultry climates, their affrighted imaginations 
reprefented as numerous bands of mufketeers 
advancing with kindled matches to the attack. 

After a fhort refiftance, the foldiers compelled 

their officers to capitulate, and before morning 

all laid down their arms, and fubmitted quietly 

to their conquerors. 


_ Tus complete victory proved more accept- The effests 
able, as it was gained almoft without blood- oy.” 
fhed, only two foldiers being killed on the fide 


of 
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of Cortes, and two officers, with fifteen private 
men, of the adverfe faétion. Cortes treated 
the vanquifhed not like enemies, but as coun- 
trymen and friends, and offered either to fend 
them back direétly to Cuba, or to take them 
into his fervice, as partners in his fortune, on 
equal terms with his own foldiers. This latter 
propofition, feconded by a feafonable diftribu- 
tion of fome prefents from Cortes, and liberal 
promifes of more, opened profpeéts fo agree- 
able to the romadtic expeétations which had 
invited them to engage in this fervice, that all, 
a few partizans of Narvaez excepted, clofed 
with it, and vied with each other in profeflions 
of fidelity and attachment to a general, whofe 
recent fuccefs had given them fuch a ftriking 
proof of his abilities for command. ‘Thus, by 
a feries of events no lefs fortunate than uncom- 
mon, Cortes not only efcaped from perdition 
which feemed inevitable, but, when he had 
leaft reafon to expect it, was placed atthe head 
of a thoufand Spaniards, ready to follow where- 
ever he fhould lead them. Whoever refleéts 
upon the facility with which this viétory was 
obtained, or confiders with what fudden and 
unanimous tranfition the followers of Narvaez 
ranged themfelves under the ftandard of his 
rival, will be apt to aferibe both events as much 
to the intrigues as to the arms of Cortes, and 
cannotbut fufpect that the ruin of Narvaez was 
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occafioned, no lefs by the treachery of his own 
followers, than by the valour of the enemy‘, 


But, in one point, the prudent condué and 
good fortune of Cortes were equally confpieu- 
ous. If, by the rapidity of his operations after 
he began his march, he had not brought mat- 
ters to fuch a fpeedy iffue, even this decifive 
viétory would have come too late to have faved 
his companions whom he left in Mexico. A 
few days after the difcomfiture of Narvaez, 
a courier arrived with an account that the 
Mexicans had taken arms, and having feized 
and deftroyed the two brigantines, which Cor- 
tes had built in order to fecure the command 
of the lake, and attacked the Spaniards in their 
quarters, had killed feveral of them, and 
wounded more, had reduced to afhes their ma- 
gazine of provifions, and carried on hoftilities 
with fuch fury, that though Alvarado and his 
men defended themfelves with undaunted re- 
folution, they muft either be foon cut off by 
_ famine, or fink under the multitude of their 
enemies. This revolt was excited by motives 
which rendered it {till more alarming. On the 
departure of Cortes for Zempoalla, the Mexi- 
cans flattered themfelves, that the long ex- 
pected opportunity of reftoring their fovereign 


© Cortes Relat.242. D. B. Diaz. c.110—125. Herrera, 
dec. 2.°lib.ix. c.18, &c. Gomara Chron. c.97, &e 


to 
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The Mexi- 
cans take 
arms again 
the Spa- 
niards, 
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BO OX to liberty, and of vindicating their country 


Vv. 


3520. 


from the odious dominion of ftrangers, was 
at length arrived ; that while the forces of 
their oppreffors were divided, and the arms of 
one party turned againft the other, they 
might triumph with greater facility over both. 
Confultations were held, and fchemes formed 
with this intention. The Spaniards in Mexico, 
confcious of their own feeblenefs, fufpected 
and dreaded thofe machinations. Alvarado, 
though a gallant officer, poffeffed neither that 
extent of capacity, nor dignity of manners, 
by which Cortes had acquired fuch an afcend- 
ant over the minds of the Mexicans, as never 
allowed them to form a juft eftimate of his 
weaknefs or of their own ftrength. Alvarado 


‘knew no mode of fupporting his authority 


but force. Inftead of employing addrefs to 
difconcert the plans, or to footh the fpirits 
of the Mexicans, he waited the return of 
one of their folemn feftivals, when the prin- 
cipal perfons in the empire were dancing, ac- 
cording to cuftom, in the court of the great 
temple ; he feized all the avenues which led 
to it, and, allured partly by the rich orna- 
ments which they wore in honour of their 
gods, and partly by the facility of cutting off — 
at once the authors of that confpiracy which 
he dreaded, he fell upon them, unarmed and 
unfufpicious of any danger, and maffacred a 

2 great 
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great number, none efcaping but fuch as made BOO K 
their way over the battlements of the temple. beets 
An aétion fo cruel and treacherous filled not *5** 
only the city, but the whole empire with indig- 

nation and rage. All called aloud for ven- 
geance; and regardlefs of the fafety of their 
monarch, whofe life was at the mercy of the 
Spaniards, or of their own danger in affaulting 

an enemy who had been fo long the objeét of 

their terror, they committed all thofe aéts of 
violence of which Cortes received an account. 


_To him the danger appeared fo imminent, He marches 
as to admit neither of deliberation nor delay. capital. 
He fet out inftantly with all his forces, and re- 
turned from Zempoalla with no lefs rapidity 
than he had advanced thither. At Tlafcala’ 
he was joined by two thoufand chofen warriors. 

On entering the Mexican territories he found 
that difaffeétion to the Spaniards was not con- 
fined to the capital. The principal inhabitants 
had deferted the towns through which he 
paffed; no perfon of note appearing to meet 
him with the ufual refpeét; no provifion was 
made for the fubfiftence of his troops; and 
though he was permitted to advance without 
oppofition, the folitude and filence which 
reigned in every place, and the horror with 
which the people avoided all intercourfe with 
him, difcovéred a deep-rooted antipathy, that 

VOL. It. c excited 
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BO OK excited the moft juft alarm. But implacable 
_“_, as the enmity of the Mexicans was, they 


1520. 


June 24. 


Improper 
conduét of 
Cortes. 


were fo unacquainted with the fcience of war, 
that they knew not how to take the proper 
meafures, either for their own fafety or the 
deftruétion of the Spaniards, Uninftruéted 
by their former error in admitting a formida- 
ble enemy into their capital, inftead of break- 
ing down the caufeways and bridges, by 
which they might have inclofed Alvarado and 
his party, and have effectually ftopped the ca- 
reer of Cortes, they again fuffered him to march 
into the city without moleftation, and to take 
quiet poffeflion of his ancient ftation. 


Tum tranfports of joy with which Alvarado 


‘and his foldiers received their companion’s 


cannot be exprefled. Both parties were fo 
much elated, the one with their feafonable de- 
Jiverance, and the other with the great exploits 
which they had atchieved, that this intoxica- 
tion of fuccefs feems to have reached Cortes 
himfelf; and he behaved on this occafion nei- 
ther with his ufual fagacity nor attention. 
He not only negleéted to vifit Montezuma, 
but embittered the infult by expreflions full 
of contempt for that unfortunate prince and 
his people. The forces of which he had now 
the command, appeared to him fo irrefiftible, 
that he might affume an higher tone, and lay 

afide 
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afide the mafk of moderation, under which he B 00 K 
had hitherto concealed his defigns. Some _™: 
Mexicans who underftood the Spanifh lan- 152° 
guage, heard the contemptuous words which 
Cortes uttered, and reporting them to their 
countrymen, kindled their rage anew. They 
were now convinced that the intentions ofthe 
general were equally bloody with thofe [of 
Alvarado, and that his original purpofe in vi- 
fiting their country, had not been, as he 
pretended, to court the alliance of their 
fovereign, but to attempt the conqueft of his 
dominions. They refumed their arms with eee 
the additional fury which this difcovery in- the Mexi- 
{pired, attacked a confiderable body of Spa-* 
niards who were marching towards the great 
‘f{quare in which the public market was held, 
and compelled them to retire with fome lof. 
Emboldened by this fuccefs, and delighted to 
find that their oppreffors were not invincible, 
they advanced next day with extraordinary 
martial pomp to affault the Spaniards in their 
quarters. Their number was formidable, and 
their undaunted courage {till more fo. Though 
the artillery pointed againft their numerous 
battalions, crowded together in narrow ftreets, 
{wept off multitudes at every difcharge; though 
every blow of the Spanifh weapons fell with 
mortal effeé& upon their naked bodies, the im- 
petuofity of the affault did not abate. Frefh 

' ca men 
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ee the flain, and meeting with the fame fate, 
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were fucceeded by others no lefs intrepid and 
eager for vengeance. The utmoft efforts of 
Cortes’s abilities and experience, feconded by 
the difciplined valour of his troops, were hardly 
fufticient to defend the fortifications, that fur- 
rounded the poft where the Spaniards were 
ftationed, into which the enemy were more 
than once on the point of forcing their way. 


Cortes beheld, with wonder, the implaca- 
ble ferocity of a people who feemed at firft to 
fubmit tamely to the yoke, and had continued 
fo long paflive under it. The foldiers of Nar- 
vaez, who fondly imagined that they followed 
Cortes to fhare in the fpoils of a conquered 
empire, were aftonifhed to find that they were 
involved in a dangerous war, with an enemy 
whofe vigour was {till unbroken, and loudly 
execrated their own weaknefs, in giving fuch 
eafy credit to the delufive promifes of their 
new leader*. But furprife and complaints 
were of no avail. Some immediate and ex- 
traordinary effort was requifite to extricate 
themfelves out of their prefent fituation. 
As foon as the approach of evening in- 
duced the Mexicans to retire, in compliance 


® B. Diaz. c.126, , 
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with their national cuftom of ceafing from hof- 
tilities with the fetting fun, Cortes began to 
_ prepare for a fally, next day, with fuch a 
confiderable force, as might either drive the 
enemy. out of the city, or compel them to 
liften to terms of accommodation. 


He conduéted, in perfon, the troopsdeftined 
for this important fervice, Every invention 
known in the European art of war, as well as 
every precaution, fuggefted by his long ac- 
quaintance with the Indian mode of fighting, 
were employed to infure fuccefs. But he found 
an enemy prepared and determined to oppofe 
him. The force of the Mexicans was greatly 
augmented by frefh troops, which poured in 
continually from the country, and their ani- 
mofity was in no degree abated. ‘They were 
led by their nobles, inflamed by the exhorta- 
tions of their priefts, and fought in defence of 
their temples and families, under the eye of 
their gods, and in prefence of their wives and 
children. Notwithftanding their numbers, 
and enthufiaftic contempt of danger and death, 
wherever the Spaniards could clofe with them, 
the fuperiority of their difcipline and arms 
obliged the Mexicans to give way. But in 
narrow ftreets, and where many of the bridges 
of communication were broken down, the Spa- 
niards could feldom come to a fair rencounter 
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expofed to fhowers of arrows and ftones from 
the tops of houfes. After a day of inceflant 
exertion, though vaft numbers of the Mexi- 
cans fell, and part of the city was burnt, the 
Spaniards, weary with the flaughter, and ha- 
raffled by multitudes which fucceflively relieved 
each other, were obliged at length to retire, 
with the mortification of having accomplifhed 
nothing fo decifive as to compenfate the un- 
ufual calamity of having twelve foldiers killed, 
and above fixty wounded, Another fally, 
made with greater force, was not more effec- 
tual, and in it the general himfelf was wounded 
in the hand. 


Cortes now perceived, too late, the fatal 
error into which he had been betrayed by his 
own contempt of the Mexicans, and was fatif- 
fied that he could neither maintain his prefent 
ftation in the centre of an hoftile city, nor retire 
from it without the moft imminent danger. 
One refource {till remained, to try what effect 
the interpofition of Montezuma might have 
to foothe or overawe his fubje@ts. When the 
Mexicans approached next morning to renew 
the affault, that unfortunate prince, at the 
mercy of the Spaniards, and reduced to the 
fad neceflity of becoming the inftrument of 
his own difgrace, and of the flavery of his 

10 people, 
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people‘, advanced to the battlements in his 
royal robes, and with all the pomp in which he 
ufed to appear on folemn occafions. At fight 
of their fovereign, whom they had long been 
accuftomed to honour, and almoft to revere as 
a god, the weapons dropt from their hands, 
every tongue was filent, all bowed their heads, 
and many proftrated themfelves on the ground. 
Montezuma addrefled them with every argu- 
ment that could mitigate their rage, or per- 
fuade them to ceafe from hoftilities. When 
he ended his difcourfe, a fullen murmur of 
difapprobation run through the ranks; to this 
fucceeded reproaches and threats; and the 
fury of the multitude rifing in a moment above 
every reftraint of decency or refpeét, flights 
of arrows and volleys of ftones poured in fo 
violently upon the ramparts, that before the 
Spanifh foldiers, appointed to cover Monte- 
zuma with their bucklers, had time to lift 
them in his defence, two arrows wounded the 
unhappy monarch, and the blow of a ftone on 
his temple ftruck him to the ground. On 
feeing him fall, the Mexicans were fo much 
aftonifhed, that with a tranfition not uncom- 
mon in popular tumults, they pafled in a mo- 
ment from one extreme to the other, remorfe 
fucceeded to infult, and they fled with horror, 
as if the vengeance of Heaven were purfuing 
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the crime which they had committed. The 
Spaniards without moleftation carried Monte- 
zuma to his apartments, and Cortes haftened 
thither to confole him under his misfortune. 
But the unhappy monarch now perceived how 
low he was funk, and the haughty fpirit which 
feemed to have been fo long extiné, returning, 
he feorned to furvive this laft humiliation, and 
to protract an ignominious life, not only as the 
prifoner and tool of his enemies, but as the 
objeét of contempt or deteftation among his 
fubjeéts. Ina tranfport of rage he tore the 
bandages from his wounds, and refufed, with 
fich obflinacy, to take any nourifhment, that 
he foon ended his’ wretched days, rejeéting 
with difdain all the folicitations of the Spa- 
niards to embrace the Chriftian faith. 


Uron the death of Montezuma, Cortes 
having loft all hope of bringing the Mexicans 
to an accommodation, faw no profpeéct of 
fafety but in attempting a retreat, and began 
to prepare for it. But a fudden motion of 
the Mexicans engaged him in new conflicts. 
They took poffefiion of a high tower in the 
great temple which overlooked the Spanith 
quarters, and placing there a garrifon of their 
principal warriors, not a Spaniard could ftir 
without being expofed to their miffile weapons. 
From this poft it was neceflary to diflodge 

them 
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them at any rifk; and Juan de Efcobar, with BOO kK 


a numerous detachment of chofen foldiers, was 
ordered to make the attack. But Efcobar, 
though a gallant officer, and at the head of 
troops accuftomed to conquer, and who now 
fought under the eyes of their countrymen, 
was thrice repulfed. Cortes, fenfible that not 
only the reputation, but the fafety of his 
army depended on the fuccefs of this affault, 
ordered a buckler to be tied to his arm, as he 
could not manage it with his wounded hand, 
and rufhed with his drawn {word into the 
thickeft of the combatants. Encouraged by 
the prefence of their general, the Spaniards 
returned to the charge with fuch vigour, that 
they gradually forced their way up the 
{teps, and drove the Mexicans to the platform 
at the top of the tower. There a dreadful 
carnage began, when two young Mexicans of 
high rank, obferving Cortes as he animated his 
foldiers by his voice and example, refolved to 
facrifice their own lives in order to cut off the 
author of all the calamities which defolated 
their country. They approached him in a 
fupplicant pofture, as if they had intended to 
lay down their arms, and feizing him in a 
moment, hurried him towards the battle- 
ments, over which they threw themfelves 
headlong, in hopes of dragging him along to 
be dafhed in pieces by the fame fall. But 
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from their grafp, and the gallant youths pe- 
rifhed in this generous though unfuccefsful 
attempt to fave their country‘. As foon as 
the Spaniards became mafters of the tower, 
they fet fire to it, and, without farther molef- 
tation, continued the preparations for their 
retreat. 


Tuts became the more neceflary, as the 
Mexicans were fo much aftonifhed at the laft 
effort of the Spanith valour, that they began to 
change their whole fyftem of hoftility, and, 
inftead of inceffant attacks, endeavoured, by 
barricading the flreets, and breaking down 
the caufeways, to cut off the communication 
of the Spaniards with the continent, and thus 
to flarve an enemy whom they could not fub- 
due. The firft point to be determined by 
Cortes and his followers, was, whether they 
fhould march out openly in the face of day, 
when they could difcern every danger, and fee 
how to regulate their own motions, as well as 


f M. Clavigero has cenfured me with afperity for relating 
this gallant action of the two Mexicans, and for fuppofing 
that there were battlements round the temple of Mexico. I 
related the attempt to deftroy Cortes on the authority of 
Her. dec, 2. lib. x. c.g. and of T’orquemado, lib. 4. c. 69. 
I followed them likewife in fuppofing the uppermoft plat- 
ay of the temple to be encompaffed by a battlement or 
rail, 2 
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how to refift the affaults of the enémy ; or, 8 ay K 
whether they fhould endeavour to retire fe- 
cretly in the night? The latter was preferred, *?* 
partly from hopes that their national fuper- 
ftition would reftrain the Mexicans from ven- 
turing to attack them in the night, and partly 

from their own fond belief in the prediéions 

of a private foldier, who having acquired uni- 

verfal credit by a fmattering of learning, and 

his pretenfions to aftrology, boldly affured his 
countrymen of fuccefs, if they made their 
retreat in thismanner. They began to move, 
towards midnight, in three divifions. San- 
doval led the van; Pedro Alvarado, and Ve- 
Jafquez de Leon, had the conduét of the rear ; 

and Cortes commanded in the centre, where 

he placed the prifoners, among whom were a 

fon and two daughters of Montezuma, to- 
gether with feveral Mexicans of diftinétion, 

the artillery, the baggage, and a portable 
bridge of timber, intended to be laid over the 
breaches in the caufeway. They marched in 
profound filence along the caufeway which 

led to Tacuba, becaufe it was fhorter than 

any of the reft, and lying moft remote from 

the road towards Tlafcala and the fea-coaft, 

had been left more entire by the Mexicans. 

They reached the firft breach in it without 
moleftation, hoping that their retreat was 
undifcovered. 


But 
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Bur the Mexicans, unperceived, had not 
only watched all their motions with attention, 
but had made proper difpofitions for a moft 
formidable attack. While the Spaniards were 
intent upon placing their bridge in the breach, 
and occupied in conduéting their horfes and 
artillery along it, they were fuddenly alarmed 
with a tremendous found of warlike inftru- 
ments, and a general fhout from an innumer- 
able multitude of enemies; the lake was co- 
vered with canoes; flights of arrows, and 
fhowers of ftones poured in upon them from 
every quarter ; the Mexicans rufhing forward 
to the charge with fearlefs impetuofity, as if 
they hoped in that moment to be avenged for 
all their wrongs. Unfortunately the wooden 
bridge, by the weight of the artillery, was~ 
wedged fo faft into the ftones and mud, that it 
wasimpoflible toremove it. Difmayed atthisac- 
cident, the Spaniards advanced with precipita- 
tion towards the fecond breach. The Mexicans 
hemmed themin on every fide, andthough they 
defended themfelves with their ufual courage, 
yet crouded together as they were on a narrow 
caufeway, their difcipline and military {kill were 
of little avail, nor did the obfcurity of the night 
permit them to derive great advantage from 
their fire-arms, or the fuperiority of their other 
weapons. All] Mexico was now inarms, and fo 
eager were the peopleon the deftruétion of their 

oppreffors, 
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epprefiors, that they who were not near BOOK 


enough to annoy them in perfon, impatient 


of the delay, preffed forward with fuch ardour, 


as drove on their countrymen in the front with 
irrefiftible violence. Frefh warriors inftantly 
filled the place of fuch as fell. The Spaniards, 
weary with flaughter, and unable to fuftain 
the weight of the torrent that poured in upon 
them, began to give way. In a moment the 
confufion was univerfal; horfe and foot, of- 
ficers and foldiers, friends and enemies, were 
mingled together; and while all fought, and 
many fell, they could hardly diftinguifh from 
what hand the blow came. 


Cortes, with about a hundred foot foldiers 
and a few horfe, forced his way over the two 
remaining breaches in the caufeway, the bo- 
dies of the dead ferving to fill up the chafins, 
and reached the main land. Having formed 
them as foon as they arrived, he returned with 
fuch as were yet capable of fervice, to aflift 
his friends in their retreat, and to encourage 
them, by his prefence and example, to per- 
fevere in the efforts requifite to effect it. He 
met with part of his foldiers, who had broke 
through the enemy, but found many move 
overwhelmed by the multitude of their agref- 
fors, or perifhing in the lake; and heard the 
piteous lamentations of others, whom the 
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war. Before day, all who had efcaped affem- 
bled at Tacuba. But when the morning 
dawned, and difcovered to the view of Cortes, 
his fhattered battalion, reduced to lefs than 
half its number, the furvivors dejected, and moft 
of them covered with wounds, the thoughts of 
what they had fuffered, and the remembrance 
of fo many faithful friends and gallant followers 
who had fallen in that night of forrow*, pierced 
his foul with fuch anguifh, that while he was 
forming their ranks, and iffuing fome neceflary 
orders, his foldiers obferved the tears trickling 
from his eyes, and remarked, with Inuch fatif- 
faétion, that while attentive to the duties of 
a general, he was not infenfible to the feel- 
ings of a man. 


In this fatal retreat many officers of diftine- 
tion perifhed", and among thefe Velafquez de 
Leon, who having forfaken the party of his 
kinfman, the governor of Cuba, to follow the 
fortune of his companions, was, on that ac- 
count, as well as for his fuperior merit, re- 
fpeéted by them as the fecond perfon in the 
army. All the artillery, ammunition, and bag- 


® Noche Triffe is the name by which it is ftill diftinguifhed 
in New Spain. ; 
» See NOTE III. 
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gage, were loft; the greater part of the horfes, Boo K 


andabovetwo thoufand Tlafcalans, were killed 
and only a very fmall portion of the treafure 
which they had amaffed was faved. This, 
which had been always their chief objeét, 
proved a great caufe of their calamity; for 
many of the foldiers having fo over-loaded 
themfelves with bars of gold as rendered them 
unfit for aétion, and retarded their flight, fell, 
ignominioufly, the viétims of their own incon- 
fiderate avarice. Amidft fo many difafters, 
it was fome confolation to find that Aguilar 
and Marina, whofe funétion as intrepreters 
was of fuch effential importance, had made 
their efcape’. 


Tue firft care of Cortes was to find fome 
fhelter for his wearied troops; for as the Mexi- 
cans infefted them on every fide, and the people 
of Tacuba began to take arms, he could not 
continue in his prefent flation. He directed his 
march towards the rifing ground, and having 
fortunately difcovered a temple fituated on an 
eminence, took poffeflionof it. There he found 
not only the fhelter for which he wifhed, but, 
what was no lefs wanted, fome provifions to 
refrefh his men; and though the enemy did 


‘Cortes Relat. p.248 3B. Diaz. c.128: | Gomara 
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they were with lefs difficulty prevented from 
making any impreflion. During this time 
Cortes was engaged in deep confultation with 
his officers, concerning the route which they 
ought to take in their retreat. They were 
now on the weft fide of the lake. Tlafcala, 
the only place where they could hope for a 
friendly reception, lay about fixty-four miles 
to the eaft of Mexico‘; fo that they were 
obliged to go round the north end of the lake 
before they could fall into the road which led 
thither. <A Tlafcalan foldier undertook to be 
their guide, and conduéted them through a 
country, infome places marfhy, inothersmoun- 
tainous, in all ill-cultivated and thinly peopled. 
They marched for fix days with little refpite, 
and under continual alarms, numerous bodies 
of the Mexicans hovering around them, fome- 
times haraffing them at a diftance with their 
miffile weapons, and fometimes attacking them 
clofely in front, in rear, in flank, with great 
boldnefs, as they now knew that they were 
not invincible: Nor were the fatigue and 
danger of thofe inceffant confliéts the worft 
evils to which they were expofed. As the 
barren country through which they paffed af- 
fordedhardly any provifions, they werereduced 


k Villa Segnor Teatro Americanos, lib, ii. c. 11. 
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to feed on berries, roots, and the ftalks of 
green maize; and at the very time that famine 
was depreffing their fpirits and wafting their 
ftrength, their fituation required the moft vi- 
gorous and unremitting exertions of courage 
and aétivity. Amidft thofe complicated dif- 
treffes, one circumftance fupported and ani- 
mated the Spaniards. Their commander 
fuftained this fad reverfe of fortune with un- 
fhaken magnanimity. His prefence of mind 
never forfook him; his fagacity forefaw every 
event, and his vigilance provided for it. He 
was foremoft in every danger, and endured 
every hardthip with cheerfulnefs. ‘The diffi- 
culties with which he was furrounded feemed 
to call forth new talents; and his foldiers, 
though defpairing themfelves, continued to 
follow him with increafing confidence in his 
abilities. 


. On the fixth day they arrived near to Otum- 
ba, not far from the road between Mexico and 
Tlafcala. Early next morning they began to 
advance towards it, flying parties of the enemy 
ftill hanging on their rear; and, amidft the 
infults with which they accompanied their 
hoftilities, Marina remarked that they often 
exclaimed with exultation, “* Go on, robbers ; 
go to the place where you fhall quickly meet 
the vengeance due to your crimes.” The 
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BOOK meaning of this threat the Spaniards did not 
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comprehend, until they reached the fummit of 
an eminence before them. There a f{pacious 
valley opened to their view, covered with a vaft 
army, extending as far as the eye could reach. 
The Mexicans, while with one body of their 
troops they haraffed the Spaniards in their 
retreat, had affembled their principal force on 
the other fide of the lake ; and marching along 
the road which led direétly to Tlafcala, pofted 
it in the plain of Otumba, through which they 
knew Cortes mutt pals. At the fight of this 
incredible multitude, which they could furvey 
at once from the rifing ground, the Spaniards 
were aftonifhed, and even the boldeft began 
to defpair. But Cortes, without allowing leifure 
for their fears to acquire ftrength by refleétion, 
after warning them briefly that no alternative 
now remained but to conquer or to die, led 
them inftantly to the charge. The Mexicans 
waited their approach with unufual fortitude. 
Such, however, was the fuperiority of the 
Spanifh difcipline and arms, that the impreffion — 
of this {mall body was irrefiftible ; and which- 
ever way its force was directed, it penetrated 
and difperfed the moft numerous battalions. 
But while thefe gave way in one quarter, new 
combatants advanced from another, and the 
Spaniards, though fuccefsful in every attack, 
were ready to fink under thofe repeated efforts, 

without 
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without feeing any end of their toil, or any 
hope of victory. At that time Cortes obferved 
the great ftandard of the empire, which was 
carried before the Mexican general, advanc- 
ing; and fortunately recolleéting to have 
heard, that on the fate of it depended the 
event of every battle, he affembled a few of his 
bravelt officers, whofe horfes were ftill capable 
of fervice, and placing himfelf at*their head, 
pufhed forward towards the ftandard with an 
impetuofity which bore down every thing be- 
fore it. A chofen body of nobles, who guarded 
the ftandard, made fome refiftance, but were 
foon broken. Cortes, with a ftroke of his 
lance, wounded the Mexican general, and 
threw him to the ground. One of the Spanifh 
officers alighting, put an end to his life, and 
laid hold of the imperial flandard. ‘The mo- 
ment that their leader fell, and the ftandard, 
towards which all direéted their eyes, dif 
appeared, an univerfal panic ftruck the Mexi- 
cans, and, as if the bond which held them 
together had been diffolved, every enfign was 
lowered, each foldier threw away his weapons, 
and all fled with precipitation to the mountains. 
The Spaniards, unable to purfue them far, 
returned to colleét the {poils of the field,which 
were fo valuable, as to be fome compenfation 
for the wealth which they had loft in Mexico; 
for in the enemy’s army were moft of their 
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B O OK principal warriors, dreffed out in their richeft 

Vv. ornaments, as if they had been marching to 

Bia affured viétory. Next day, to their great joy, 
they entered the Tlafcalan territories '. 


Reception Bur amidft their fatisfaétion in having got 

pte og beyond the precinéts of an hoftile country, 

THK they could not look forward without folicitude, 
as they were ftill uncertain what reception 
they might meet with from allies, to whom 
they returned in a condition very different 
from that in which they had lately fet out from 
their dominions. Happily for them, the en- 
mity of the Tlafcalans to the Mexican name 
was fo inveterate, their defire to avenge the 
death of their countrymen fo vehement, and 
the afcendant which Cortes had acquired over 
the chiefs of the republic fo complete, that far 
from entertaining a thought of taking any 
advantage of the diftreffed fituation in which 
they beheld the Spaniards, they received them 
with a tendernefs and cordiality which quickly 
diffipated all their fufpicions. 


New dete. Some interval of tranquillity and indulgence 
_ Corte. Was now abfolutely neceflary; not only that 
the Spaniards might give attention to the cure 


of their wounds, which had been too long ne- 
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gleécted, but in order to recruit their flrength, 8 a OK 
exhaufted by fuch a long fucceflion of fatigue —_ ae 


and hardthips. During this, Cortes learned that 
he and his companions were not the only Spa- 
niards who had felt the effects of the Mexican 
enmity. A confiderable detachment which was 
marching from Zempoalla towards the eapital, 
had been cut off by the people of Tepeaca. A 
fmaller party, returning from Tlafeala to Vera 
Cruz, with the fhare of the Mexican gold al- 
lotted to the garrifon, had been furprifed and 
deftroyed in the mountains. At a juncture 


when the life of every Spaniard was of im- | 


portance, fuch loffes were deeply felt. The 
{chemes which Cortes was meditating rendered 
them peculiarly afflitive to him. While his 
enemies, and even many of his own followers, 
confidered the difafters which had befallen 
him as fatal to the progrefs of his arms, and 
imagined that nothing now remained but 
fpeedily to abandon a country which he had 
invaded with unequal force, his mind, as emi- 
nent for perfeverance as for enterprife, was 
ftill bent on accomplifhing his original pur- 
pofe, of fubjeéting the Mexican empire to the 
crown of Caftile. Severe and unexpected as 
the check was which he had received, it did 
not appear to him a fufficient reafon for relin- 
quifhing the conquefts which he had already 
eae or againft refuming his operations with 

D3 better 


1520. 
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BO OK better hopes of fuccefs. ‘The colony at Vera 
__L Cruz was not only fafe but had remained un- 


1520. 


The mes. 
fores he 
takes. 


molefted. The people of Zempoalla and the 
adjacent diftriéts had difcovered no fymptoms 
of defeétion, ‘The Tlafcalans continued faith- 
ful to their alliance. On their martial fpirit, 
eafily roufed to arms, and inflamed with im- 
placable hatred of the Mexicans, Cortes de- 
pended for powerful aid. He had ftill the 
command of a body of Spaniards, equal in. 
number to that with which he had opened his 
way into the centre of the empire, and had 
taken poffeflion of the capital; fo that with 
the benefit of greater experience, as well as 
more perfeét knowledge of the country, he 
did not defpair of quickly recovering all that 
he had been deprived of by untoward events. 


Fux of this idea, he courted the Tlafcalan 
chiefs with fuch attention, and diftributed 
among them fo liberally the rich fpoils of 
Otumba, that he was fecure of obtaining 
whatever he fhould require of the republic. 
He drew a {mall fupply of ammunition, and 
two or three field-pieces from his ftores at 
Vera Cruz. He difpatched an officer of con- 
fidence with four fhips of Narvaez’s fleet to 
Hifpaniola and Jamaica, to engage adven- 
turers, and to. purchafe horfes, gunpowder, 
and other military ftores. As he knew that it © 

16 would 
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would be vain to attempt the reduétion of BOOK 
Mexico, unlefs he could fecure the command bie 
of the lake, he gave orders to prepare, in the — 1520. 
mountains of Tlafcala, materials for building 

twelve brigantines, fo as they might be carried 

thither in pieces ready to be put together, 

and launched when he ftood in need of their 
fervice”™. 


Bur while, with provident attention, he was Mutinous 
taking thofe neceflary fteps towards the exe- tay ” 
cution of his meafures, an obftacle arofe in a 
quarter where it was leaft expeéted, but moft 
formidable. The fpirit of difcontent and mu- 
tiny broke out in his own army. Many of 
Narvaez’s followers were planters rather than 
foldiers, and had accompanied him to New 
Spain with fanguine hopes of obtaining fettle- 
ments, but with little inclination to engage 
in the hardfhips and dangers of war. As the 
fame motives had induced them to enter into 
their new engagements with Cortes, they no 
fooner became acquainted with the nature of 
- the fervice, than they bitterly repented of 
their choice. Such of them as had the good 
fortune to furvive the perilous adventures in 
which their own imprudence had involved 
them, happy in having made their efcape, 


™ Cortes Relat. p. 253. E. Gomara Cron. c.117. 
D4 trembled 


40 


BOOK 
V. 
eS 


1520. 


Means he 

employs to 
revive their 
confidence. 


HISTORY OF AMERICA. 


trembled at the thoughts of being expofed a 
fecond time to fimilar calamities. As foon as 
they difcovered the intention of Cortes, they 
began fecretly to murmur and cabal, and 
waxing gradually more audacious, they, in 
a body, offered a remonftrance to their ge- 
neral againft the imprudence of attacking a 
powerful empire with his fhattered forces, 
and formally required him to lead them back 
direétly to Cuba. Though Cortes, long prac- 
tifed in the arts of command, employed ar- 
guments, intreaties, and prefents, to convince 
or to footh them; though his own foldiers, 
animated with the fpirit of their leader, 
warmly feconded his endeavours ; he found 
their fears too violent and deep-rooted to be 
removed, and the utmoft he could effeét was 
to prevail with them to defer their departure 
for fome time, on a promife that he would, at 
a more proper juncture, difmifs fuch as fhould 
defire it. 


Tuar the malcontents might have no leifure 
to brood over the caufes of their difafteétion, he 
refolved inflantly to call forth his troops into 
aétion. He propofed to chaftife the people of 
Tepeaca for the outrage which they had com- 
mitted, and as the detachment which they had 
cut off happened to be compofed moftly of 
foldiers who had ferved under Narvaez, their 

compa- 
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companions, from the defire of vengeance, B O 0 K 
engaged the more willingly in this war. He _‘"_, 
took the command in perfon, accompanied wn 
by a numerous body of Tlafcalans, and in the 
{pace of a few weeks, after various encounters, 

with great flaughter of the Tepeacans, reduced 

that province to fubjeétion. During feveral 
months, while he waited for the fupplies of men 

and ammunition which he expeéted, and was 
carrying on his preparations for conftruéting 

the brigantines, he kept his troops conftantly 
employed in various expeditions againft the 
adjacent provinces, all of which were con- 
duéted with an uniform tenor of fuccefs. By 
thefe, his men became again accuftomed to 
victory, and refumed their wonted fenfe of fu- 
periority; the Mexican power was weakened; 

the Tlafcalan warriors acquired the habit of 
acting in conjunction with the Spaniards; and 

the chiefs of the republic delighted to fee 
their country enriched with the {poils of all 

the people around them, and aftonifhed every 

day with frefh difcoveries of the irrefiftible 
prowefs of their allies, they declined no effort 
requifite to fupport them. 


Aut thofe preparatory arrangements, how- strengthen- 
ever, though the moft prudent and efficacious feinlace. 
which the fituation of Cortes allowed him to "* 
make, would have been of little avail, without a 


reinforce- 
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BO OK reinforcement of Spanifh foldiers. Of this he 
we was fo. deeply fenfible, that it was the chief 


320. 


objcét of his thoughts and wifhes; and yet his 
only profpeét of obtaining it from the return 
of the officer whom he had fent to the iles 
to folicit aid, was both diftant and uncertain. 


. But what neither his own fagacity nor power 


could have procured, he owed to a feries of 
fortunate and unforefeen incidents. The go- 
vernor of Cuba, towhom the fuccefs of Narvaez 
appeared an event of infallible certainty, hav- 
ing fent two fmall fhips after him with new 
inftruétions, and a fupply of men and military 
ftores, the officer whom Cortes had appointed 
to command on the coaft, arttully decoyed 
them into the harbour of Vera Cruz, feized 
the veffels, and eafily perfuaded the foldiers 
to follow the ftandard of a more able leader 
than him whom they were deftined to join’. 
Soon after, three fhips of more confiderable 
force came into the harbour feparately. Thefe 
belonged to an armament fitted out by Fran- 
cifco de Garay, governor of Jamaica, who, 
being poffeffed with the rage of difcovery and 
conqueft which animated every Spaniard fet- 
tled in America, had long aimed at intruding, 
into fome diftriét of New Spain, and dividing 
with Cortes the glory and gain of annexing 


® B. Diaz. c.131. ’ 
that 
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that empire to the crown of Caftile. They un- 300k 


advifedly made their attempt on the northern 
provinces, where the country was poor, and 
the people fierce and warlike; and after a 
cruel fucceflion of difafters, famine compelled 
them to venture into Vera Cruz, and caft them- 
felves upon the mercy of their countrymen. 
Their fidelity was not proof againft thefplendid 
hopes and promifes which had feduced other 
adventurers, and, as if the {pirit of revolt had 
been contagious in New Spain, they likewife 
abandoned the mafter whom they were bound 
to ferve, and inlifted under Cortes’. Nor was 
it America alone that furnifhed fuch unex- 


pected aid. A fhip arrived from Spain, 


freighted by fome private merchants with 
military ftores, in hopes of a profitable market 
in a country, the fame of whofe opulence 
began to {pread over Europe. Cortes eagerly 
purchafed a cargo which to him was inva- 
luable, and the crew, following the general 
example, joined him at Tlafcala®. 


From thofe various quarters, the army of 
Cortes was augmented with an hundred and 
eighty men, and twenty horfes,a reinforcement 
too inconfiderable to produce any confequence 


° Cortes Relat. 253. F. B. Diaz. c.133. 
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which would entitle it to have been mentioned 
in the hiftory of other parts of the globe. But 
in that of America, where great revolutions 
were brought about by caufes which feemed to 
bear no proportion to their effects, fuch fmall 
events rife into importance, becaufe they were 
fufficient to decide with refpect to the fate of 
kingdoms. Nor is it the leaft remarkable 
inftance of the fingular felicity confpicuous 
in many paflages of Cortes’s flory, that the 
two perfons chiefly inftrumental in furnifhing 
him with thofe feafonable fupplies, fhould be 
an avowed enemy who aimed at his deftruc- 
tion, and an envious rival who wifhed to 
fupplant him. 


Tue firft effect of the junétion with his new 
followers was to enable him to difmifs fuch 
of Narvaez’s foldiers as remained with reluc- 
tance in his fervice. After their departure, he 
{till muftered five hundred and fifty infantry, of 
which fourfcore were armed with mufkets or 
crofs-bows, forty horfemen, and a train of nine 
field-pieces*. Atthe head of thefe,accompanied 
by ten thoufand Tlafcalans and other friendly 
Indians, Cortes began his march towards 
Mexico, on the twenty-eighth of December, 


* Cortes Relat. 255. E. 
fix 
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fix months after his difaftrous retreat from B Oo OK 
that city *. 
1§20. 
Nor did he advance to attack an enemy un- Prepara- 
tions of the 
prepared to receive him. Upon the death of Mexicans 
Montezuma, the Mexican chiefs, in whom the defence, 
right of electing the emperor was vefted, had 
inftantly raifed his brother Quetlavaca to the 
throne. His avowed and inveterate enmity to 
the Spaniards would have been fufficient togain 
their fuffrages, although he had been lefs dif- 
tinguifhed for courage and capacity. He had 
an immediate opportunity of fhewing that he 
was worthy of their choice, by conduéting, in 
perfon, thofe fierce attacks which compelled 
the Spaniards to abandon his capital ; and as 
foon as, their retreat afforded him any refpite 
from aétion, he took meafures for preventing 
their return to Mexico, with prudence equal 
to the fpirit which he had difplayed in driving 
them out of it. As from the vicinity of Tlaf- 
cala, he could not be unacquainted with the 
motions and intentions of Cortes, he obferved 
the ftorm that was gathering, and began early 
to provide againft it. He repaired what the 
Spaniards had ruined im the city, and ftrength- 
ened it with fuch new fortifications as the 
fkill of his fubjeéts was capable of ereéting. 


* Relat. 256. A. B. Diaz. c.137. 
Befides 
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BO OK Befides filling his magazines with the ufual 
— weapons of war, he gave direétions to make 


1520, 


long fpears headed with the fwords and dag- 
gers taken from the Spaniards, in order to 
annoy the cavalry. He fummoned the people 
in every province of the empire to take arms 
again{t their oppreffors, and as an.encourage- 
ment to exert themfelves with vigour, he pro- 
mifed them exemption from all the taxes which 
his predeceflors had impofed*. But what he 
laboured with the greateft earneftnefs was, to- 
deprive the Spaniards of the advantages which 
they derived from the friendfhip of the Tlaf 
calans, by endeavouring to perffiade that 
people to renounce all conneétion with men, 
who were not only avowed enemies of the gods 
whom they worfhipped, but who would not 
fail to fubje& them at laft to the fame yoke, 
which they were now inconfiderately lending 
their aid toimpofe upon others. Thefe repre- 
fentations, no lefs ftriking than well founded, © 
were urged fo forcibly by his ambaffadors, that 
it required all the addrefs of Cortes to prevent 
their making a dangerous impreftion ‘ 


Bur while Quetlavaca was arranging his 
plan of defence, with a degree of forefight un- 


: Cortes Relat. p.253. E.254.A. B. Diaz. c.140. 
* B, Diaz.c.129. Herrera, dec.2. libsx. ¢.14. 19. 
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common in an American, his days were cut BOOK 


fhort by the fmall-pox. This diftemper, which 
raged at that time in New Spain with fatal 
malignity, was unknown in that quarter of the 
globe, until it wasintroduced by the Europeans, 
and may be reckoned among the greateft cala- 
mities brought upon.them by their invaders. 
In his ftead the Mexicans raifed to the throne 
Guatimozin, nephew and fon-in-law of Monte- 
zuma, a young man of fuch high reputation 
for abilities and valour, that in this dangerous 
crifis, his countrymen, with one voice, called 
him to the fupreme command *. 

As foon as Cortes entered the enemy’s ter- 
ritories, he difcovered various preparations to 
obftruct his progrefs. But his troops forced 
their way with little difficulty, and took poffef- 
fion of Tezeuco, the fecond city of the empire, 
fituated on the banks of the lake about twenty 
miles from Mexico”. -Here he determined to 
eftablifh his head-quarters, as the moft proper 
{tation for launching his brigantines, as well as 
for making his approaches to the capital. In 
order to render his refidence there more fe- 
cure, he depofed the cazique or chief, who was 


u B, Diaz. c.130. 
* Villa Senor Theatro Americano, i. 156. 
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BO O K at the head of that community, under pretext 
Vv. of fome defect in his title, and fubftituted in 
—— 

1521. his place a perfon whom a faétion of the nobles 
pointed out as the right heir of that dignity. 
Attached to him by this benefit, the new 
cazique and his adherents ferved the Spaniards 


with inviolable fidelity *. 


His ert- As the preparations for conftruéting the bri- 
and cau- -gantines advanced flowly under the unfkilful 
hands of foldiers and Indians, whom Cortes was 
obliged to employ in affifting three or four car- 
penters who happened fortunately to be in his 
fervice, and as he had not yet received the rein- 
forcement which he expected from Hifpaniola, 
he was not in a condition to turn his arms 
direétly againft the capital. To have attacked, 
at this period, a city fo populous, fo well pre- 
pared fordefence, andinafituation of fuch pecu- 
liar ftrength, muft have expofed his troops to 
inevitable deftruétion. Three months elapfed 
before the materials for the brigantines were 
finifhed, and before he heard any thing with 
refpeét to the fuccefs of the officer whom he 
had fent to Hifpaniola. This, however, was not 
a feafon of inaétion toCortes. He attacked fuc- 


* Cortes Relat. 256, &c. B. Diaz. c.137. ~ Gomara 
Cron. c.121. Herrera, dec. 3. c.1. 
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ceffively feveral of the towns fituated around B 0 OK 
the lakes and though all the Mexican power , a 
was exerted to obftrué his operations, he 57% 
either compelled them to fubmit to the Spanith 
crown, or reduced them to ruins. The inha- 
bitants of other towns he endeavoured to con- 
ciliate by more gentle means, and though he 
could not hold any intercourfe with them but 
by the intervention of interpreters, yet, under 
all the difadvantage of that tedious and im- 
perfect mode of communication he had ac- 
quired fuch thorough knowledge of the ftate 
of the country, as well as of the difpofitions of 
the people, that he conduéted his negociations 
and intrigues with aftonifhing dexterity and 
fuccefs. Moft of the cities adjacent to Mexico 
were originally the capitals of {mall independ- 
ent ftates ; and fome of them having been but 
lately annexed to the Mexican empire, ftill 
retained the remembrance of their ancient li- 
berty, and bore with impatience the rigorous 
yoke of their new mafters. Cortes having 
early obferved fymptoms of their difaffeétion, 
availed himfelf of this knowledge to gain their 
confidence and friendfhip. By offering with 
confidence, to deliver them from the odious 
dominion of the Mexicans, and by liberal pro- 
mifes of more indulgent treatment, if they 
would unite with him againft their oppreffors, 
he prevailed on the people of feveral confider- 
VOL. III, x ahle 
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BO OK able diftricts, not only to acknowledgethe King 
sl of Caftile as their fovereign, but to fupply the 


1g21- 


Spanifh camp with provifions, and to ftrengthen 
his army with auxiliary troops. Guatimozin, 
on the firft appearance of defection among his 
fubjeéts, exerted himfelf with vigour to pre- 
vent or to punifh their revolt ; but in fpite of 
his efforts, the fpirit continued to fpread, 
The Spaniards gradually acquired new allies, 
and with deep concern he beheld Cortes 
arming againft his empire thofe very hands 
which ought to have been‘aétive in its de- 
fence ; and ready to advance againft the ca- 
pital at the head of a numerous body of his 
own fubjeéts’. 


Wuitez, by thofe various methods, Cortes 
was gradually circumfcribing the Mexican 
power in fuch a manner that his profpeét of 
overturning it feemed neither to be uncertain 
nor remote, all his {chemes were well nigh de- 
feated, by a confpiracy nolefs unexpected than 
dangerous. The foldiers of Narvaez had never 
united perfeétly with the original companions 
of Cortes, nor did they enter into his meafures 
with the fame cordial zeal. Upon every occa- 
fion that required any extraordinary effort of 
courage or of patience, their {pirits were apt | 

7 Cortes Relat. 256—260. B. Diaz, c.137—140. Go« 
mara Cron. c.322, 123. “Herrera, dec. 3. lib. i. c. 1, 2+ 
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to fink ; and now, on a near view of whatBookK 


they had to encounter, in attempting to re- 
duce a city fo inacceflible as Mexico, and de- 
fended by a numerous army, the refolution 
even of thofe among them who had adhered 
to Cortes when he was deferted by their affo- 
ciates, began to fail. Their fears led them to 
prefumptuous and unfojdier-like difcuffions 
concerning the propriety of their general’s 
meatures, and the improbability of their fuc- 
cefs. From thefe they proceeded to cenfure 
and inveétives, and at.laft began to deliberate 
how they might provide for their own fafety, 
of which they deemed their commander to be 
totally negligent. Antonio Villefagna, a pri- 
vate foldier, but bold, intriguing, and flrongly 
attached to Velafquez, artfully fomented this 
growing fpirit of difaffeGtion. His quarters 
became the rendezvous of the malcontents, 
where, after many confultations, they could 
difcover no method of checking Cortes in his 
career, but by aflaflinating him and his moft 
confiderable officers, and conferring the com- 
mand upon fome perfon who would relinquifh 
his wild plans, and adopt meafures more con- 
fiftent with the general fecurity. Defpair in- 
{pired them with courage. The hour for per- 
petrating the crime, the perfons whom they 
deftined as viétims, the officers to fucceed 
them in command, were all named; and the 

E4 confpirators 
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BO OX confpirators figned an affociation, by which 


Vv. 


¥g2t. 


they bound themfelves with moft folemn oaths 
to mutual fidelity. But on the evening before 
the appointed day, one of Cortes’s ancient fol- 
lowers, who had been feduced into the con- 
fpiracy, touched with compunction at the im- 
minent danger of a man whom he had long. 
been accuftomed to revere, or ftruck with 
horror at his own treachery, went privately to 
his general, and revealed to him all that he 
knew. Cortes, though deeply alarmed, dif- 
cerned at once what conduét was proper in a 
fituation fo critical. He repaired inftantly to 
Villefagna’s quarters, accompanied by fome 
of his moft trufty officers. The aftonifhment 
and confufion of the man at this unexpeéted 
vifit anticipated the confeffion of his guilt. 
Cortes, while his attendants feized the traitor, 
fnatched from his bofom a paper containing 
the affociation, figned by the confpirators. Im- 
patientto know how far thedefeétion extended, 
he retired to read it, and found there names 
which filled him with furprife and forrow. But, 
aware how dangerous a ftriét ferutiny might 
prove at fuch a juncture, he confined his judi- 
cial enquiries to Villefagna alone. As the 
proofs of his guilt were manifeft, he was con- 
demned after a fhort trial, and next morninghe 
was feen hanging before the door of the houfe 
in which he had lodged. Cortes called his 

12 troops 
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troops together, and having explained to BooK 
them the atrocious purpofe of the confpirators, 
as well as the juftice of the punifhment ins 152 
fliéted on Villefagna, he added, with an ap- 
pearance of fatisfaétion, that he was entirely 
ignorant with refpect to all the circumftances 
of this dark tranfaétion, as the traitor, when 
arrefted, had fuddenly torn and fwallowed a 
paper which probably contained an account of 
it, and under the fevereft tortures pofleffed 
fuch conftancy as to conceal the names of his 
accomplices. This artful declaration reftored 
tranquillity to many a breaft that was. throb- 
bing, while he fpoke, with confcioufnelS of 
guilt and dread, of deteétion; and by this 
prudent moderation, Cortes had the advan- 
tage of having difcovered, and of being able 
to obferve fuch of his followers as were difaf- 
feéted; while they, flattering themfelves that 
their paft crime was unknown, endeavoured 
to avert any fufpicion of it, by redoubling 
their activity and zeal in his fervice*. 


Cortes did not allow them leifure to rumi- His Singular 

nate on what had happened; and as the moft + fr ‘bing 

‘effectual means of preventing the return of eo 
mutinous {pirit, he determined to call forth 


‘-% Cortes Relat. 283, C. 3B. Diaz, c. 146, Herrera, 
dec. 3. lib. i. cy Te 
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BO OK his troops immediately to action. Fortunately, 


v. : 
uH— 2 proper occafion for this occurred without 


1521. 


his feeming to court it. He received intelli- 
gence that the materials for building the bri- 
gantines were at length completely finifhed, 
and waited only for a body of Spaniards to 
conduét them to Tezeuco. The command of 
this convoy, confifting of two hundred foot 
foldiers, fifteen horfemen, and two field-pieces, 
he gave to Sandoval, who, by the vigilance, acti- 
vity,and courage which he manifefted on every 
occafion, was growing daily in his confidence, 
and in the eftimation of his fellow-foldiers. 
Thefervice was no lefs fingular thanimportant; 
the beams, the planks, the mafts, the cordage, 
the fails, the iron-work, and all the infinite va- 
riety of articles requifite for the conftruétion 
of thirteen brigantines, were to be carried 
fixty miles over land, through ‘a mountainous 
country, by people who were unacquainted 
with the miniftry of domeftic animals, or the 
aid of machines to facilitate any work of la. 
bour. The Tlafcalans furnifhed eight thou- 
fand Tamenes, an inferior order of men def 
tined for fervile tafks, to carry the materials on 
their fhoulders, and appointed fifteen thoufand 
warriors to accompany and defend them. San- 
doval made the difpofition for their progrefs 
with great propriety, placing the Tamenes in 

LI the 
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the centre, one body of warriors in the front, BO 0 K 
another in the rear, with confiderable parties , em , 
to cover the flanks. To each of thefe he joined = 45? 
fome Spaniards, not only to affift them in 
danger, but to accuftom them to regularity 

and fubordination. A body fo numerous, and 

fo much encumbered, advanced leifurely, but 

in excellent order; and in fome places, where 

it was confined by the woods or mountains, 

the line of march extended above fix miles. 

Parties of Mexicans frequently appeared ho- 

vering around them on the high grounds; but 
perceiving no profpeét of fuccels in attacking 

an enemy continually on his guard, and pre- 

pared to receive them, they did not venture 

to moleft him; and Sandoval had the glory of 
conduéting fafely to Tezeuco, a convoy on 

which all the future operations of his country- 

men depended’, 


Tuts was followed by another event of no Receives 
lefs moment. Four fhips arrived at Vera Cruz forcement. 
from Hifpaniola, with two hundred foldiers, 
eighty horfes, two battering cannon, and a con- 
fiderable fupply of ammunition and arms”, 
Elevated with obferving that all his prepara- 
tory fchemes, either for recruiting his own 
army, or impairing the force of the enemy, 

* Cortes Relat. 260. C.E. B, Diaz. c.140. 

Cortes Relat. 259. F.262.D. Gomara Cron, ¢. 129. 
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V. 


Igs2t. 


The bri- 
gantines 


launched, 


impatient to begin the fiege in form, haftened 
the launching of the brigantines. To facili- 
tate this he had employed a vaft number of 
Indians, for two months, in deepening the 
{mall rivulet which runs by Tezeuco into the 
lake, and in forming it into a canal near two 
miles in length*®; and though the Mexicans, 
aware of his intentions, as well as of the dan- 
ger which threatened them, endeavoured fre- 
quently to interrupt the labourers, or to burn 
the brigantines, the work was at laft com- 
pleted’. On the twenty-eighth of April, all 
the Spanith troops, together with the auxiliary 
Indians, were drawn up on the banks of the 
canal; and with extraordinary military pomp, 
rendered more folemn by the celebration of 
the moft facred rites of religion, the brigan- 
tines were launched. As they fell down the 
canal in order, Father Olmedo blefied them,. 
and gave cach its name. Every eye followed 
them with wonder and hope, until they en- 
tered the lake, when they hoifled their 
fails, and bore away before the wind. A ge- 
neral fhout of joy was raifed; all edmiring 
that bold inventive genius, which, by means 
fo extraordinary that their fuecefs almoft 
exceeded belief, had acquired the command 
of a fleet, without the aid of which Mexico 

* See NOTE IV. 4 B. Diaz. c. 140.” 

would 
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would have continued to fet the Spanith power 
and arms at defiance’. 


Cortes determined to attack the city from 
three different quarters ; from Tepeaca on the 
north fidé of the lake, from Tacuba on the 
weft, and from Cuyocan towards the fouth. 
Thofe towns were fituated on the principal 

caufeways which led to the capital, and in- 
tended for their defence. He appointed San- 
doval to command in the firft, Pedro de Al- 
varado in the fecond, and Chriftoval de Olid 
in the third; allotting to each a numerous 
body of Indian auxiliaries, together with an 
equal divifion of Spaniards, who, by the junc- 
tion of the troops from Hifpaniola, amounted 
now to eighty-fix horfemen, and eight hun- 
dred and eighteen foot foldiers ; of whom one 
hundred and eighteen were armed with muf- 
kets or crofs-bows. The train of artillery con- 
fifted of three battering cannon, and fifteen 
field pieces’. Hereferved for himfelf, as the 
ftation of greateft importance and danger, the 
conduét of the brigantines, each armed with 
one of his fmall cannon, and manned with 
twenty-five Spaniards. 


c 


© Cortes Relat. 266.C. Herrera, dec. 3. lib. i. c. 5. 
Gomara Cron. c. 129. 
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__“:_, the pofts affigned them, they broke down the 


Isat. 
May 10. 


Mexicans 
attack the 
brigantines, 


aqueduéts which the ingenuity of the Mexi- 
cans had ereéted for conveying water into the 
capital, and by the diftrefs to which this re- 
duced the inhabitants, gave a beginning to 
the calamities which they were deftined to 
fuffer®. Alvarado and Olid found the towns 
of which they were ordered to take poffeffion 
deferted by their inhabitants, who had fled for 
fafety to the capital, where Guatimozin had 
colleéted the chief force of his empire, as 
there alone he could hope to make a fuccefs- 
ful ftand againft the formidable enemies who 
were approaching to affault him. 


Tue firft effort of the Mexicans was to de- 
ftroy the fleet of brigantines, the fatal effeéts 
of whofe operations they forefaw and dreaded. 
Though the brigantines, after all the labour 
and merit of Cortes in forming them, were of 
inconfiderable bulk, rudely conftructed, and 
manned chiefly with landmen, hardly poffeffed ’ 
of fkill enough to conduét them, they muft 
have been objeéts of terror to a people unac- 
quainted with any navigation but that of their 
lake, and pofleffed of no veffel larger than a 


® Cortes Relat. 267.B. Bi Diaz. c. 150. Herrera, 
dec. 3. lib. i. c. £3. ° 
canoe. 
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canoe. Neceflity, however, urged Guatimozin BOOK 
to hazard the attack; and hoping to fupply , a 


by numbers what he wanted in force, he af- 
fembled fuch a multitude of canoes as covered 
the face of the lake. They rowed on boldly 
to the charge, while the brigantines, retarded 
by a dead calm, could fearcely advance to 
meet them. But as the enemy drew near, a 
breeze fuddenly {fprung up; in a moment the 
fails were fpread, the brigantines, with the ut- 
moft eafe, broke through their feeble oppo- 
nents, overfet many canoes, and diflipated the 
whole armament with fuch flaughter, as con- 
vinced the Mexicans, that the progrefs of the 
Europeans in knowledge and arts rendered 
their fuperiority greater on this new element, 
than they had hitherto found it by land”. 


1g2l. 


Repulfed. 


From that time Cortes remained matter of singular 


the lake, and the brigantines not only pre- & 


ferved a communication between the Spaniards 
in their different ftations, though at confider- 
able diftance from each other, but were em- 
ployed to cover the caufeways on each fide, 
and keep off the canoes, when they attempted 
to annoy the troops as they advanced towards 
the city. Cortes formed the brigantines in 


® Cortes Relat. 267.C. B. Diaz. c. 150. Gomara 
Cron. ¢.131. Herrera, dec. 3. lib. i. c. 17. 
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3 00x three divifions, appointing one to cover each, 


Vv 


1521. 


of the ftations from which an attack was to 
be carried on againit the city, with orders to 
fecond the operations of the officer who com- 
manded there. From all the three {tations he 
pufhed on the attack againft the city with 
equal vigour; but in a manner fo very differ- 
ent from the conduét of fieges in regular war, 
that he himfelf feems afraid it would appear 
no lefs improper than fingular, to perfons un- 
acquainted with his fituation’. Each morning 
his troops aflaulted the barricades which the 
enemy had ereéted on the caufeways, forced 
their way over the trenches which they had 
dug, and through the canals where the bridges 
were broken down, and endeavoured to pe- 
netrate into the heart of the city, in hopes 
of obtaining fome decifive advantage, which 
might force the enemy to furrender, and ter- 
minate the war at once; but when the ob- 
ftinate valour of the Mexicans rendered the 
efforts of the day ineffectual, the Spaniards 
retired in the evening to their former quar- 
ters. Thus théir toil and danger were, in 
fome meafire, continually renewed; the 
Mexicans repairing in the night what the’ 
Spaniards had deftroyed through the day, and 
recovering the pofts from which they -had 
driven them. But neceffity preferibed this 


' Cortes Relat. 270. F. 
flow 
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flow and untoward mode of operation. The 
number of his troops was fo fimall, that Cortes 
durft not, with a handful of men, attempt to 
make a lodgment in a city where he might be 
furrounded and annoyed by fuch a multitude of 
enemies. The remembrance of what he had 
already fuffered by the ill-judged confidence 
with which he had ventured into fuch a dan- 
gerous fituation, was ftill frefh in his mind. 
The Spaniards exhaufted with fatigue, were 
unable to guard the various pofts which they 
daily gained; and though their camp was filled 
with Indian auxiliaries, they durft not devolve 
this charge upon them, becaufe they were fo 
little accuftomed to difcipline, that no confi- 
dence could be placed in their vigilance. Be- 
fides this, Cortes ‘was extremely folicitous to 
preferve the city as much as poflible from be- 
ing deftroyed, both becaufe he deftined it to 
be the capital of his conquefts, and wifhed that 
it might remain as amonument of his glory, 
From all thefe confiderations, he adhered ob- 
ftinately, for a month after the fiege was 
opened, to the fyftem which he had adopted. 
The Mexicans, in their own defence, difplayed 
valour which was hardly inferior to that with 
which the Spaniards attacked them. On land, 
on water, by night and by day, one furious 
confliét fiicceeded to another. Several Spa- 
niards were killed, more wounded, and all were 

{ ’ ready 
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July 3- 


fervice, which were rendered more intolerable 
by the injuries of the feafon, the periodical rains 
being now fet in with their ufual violence*. 


AsronisHep and difconcerted with thelength 
and difficulties of the fiege, Cortes determined 
to make one great effort to get poffeflion of 
the city, before he relinquifhed the plan which 
he had hitherto followed, and had recourfe to 
any other mode of attack. With this view, he 
fent inftructions to Alvarado and Sandoval to 
advance with their divifions to a general af- 
fault, and took the command in perfon of that 
pofted on the caufeway of Cuyocan, Ani- 
mated by his prefence, and the expectation of 
fome decifive event, the Spaniards pufhed for- 
ward with irrefiftible impetuofity. They 
broke through one barricade ‘after another, 
forced their way over the ditches and canals, 
and having entered the city, gained ground 
inceflantly, in fpite of the multitude and fero- 
city of their opponents. Cortes, though de- 
lighted with the rapidity of his progrefs, did’ 
not forget that he might ftill find it neceffary 
to retreat; and in order to fecure it, ap- 
pointed Julien de Alderete, a captain of chief 
note in the troops which he had received 
from Hifpaniola, to fill up the canals and 


*B. Diaz. c.151. 
gaps 
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gaps in the caufeway as the main body ad- BOOK 
vanced, ‘That officer, deeming it inglorious —— 
to be thus employed, while his companions — 1521 
were in the heat of aétion and the career of 
victory, negleéted the important charge com- 

mitted to him, and hurried on, inconfider- 

ately, to mingle with the combatants. The 
Mexicans, whofe military attention and {kill 

were daily improving, no fooner obferved 

this, than they carried an account of it to 

their monarch. 


Guatimozin inftantly difcerned the confe- Repulfed 
quence of the error which the Spaniards had 
committed, and, with admirable prefence of 
mind, prepared to take advantage of it. He 
commanded the troops pofted in the front to 
flacken their efforts, in order to allure the 
Spaniards to pufh forward, while he dif 
patched a large body of chofen warriors 
through different ftreets, fome by land, and 
others by water, towards the great breach in 
the caufeway, which had been leftopen. On 
a fignal which he gave, the priefts in the prin- 
cipal temple ftruck the great drum confe- 
crated to the,god of war. No fooner didthe , 
Mexicans hear its doleful folemn found, cal- 
culated to infpire them with contempt of 
death, and enthufiaftic ardour, than they 

rufhed 
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Spaniards, unable to refift men urged on no 
lefs by religious fury than hope of fuccels, be- 
gan to retire, at firft leifurely, and with a good 
countenance; but as the enemy preffed on, 
and their own impatience to efcape increafed, 
the terror and confufion became fo general, 
that when they arrived at the gap in the caufe- 
way, Spaniards and Tlafcalans, horfemen and 
infantry, plunged in promifcuoutly, while the 
Mexicans rufheduponthem fiercelyfrom every 
fide, their light canoes carrying them through 
fhoals which the brigantines could not ap- 
proach. In vain did Cortes attempt to ftop 
and rally his flying troops; fear rendered them 
regardlefs of his entreaties or commands. 
Finding all his endeavours to renew the com- 
bat fruitlefs, his next care was to fave fome of 
thofe who had thrown themfelves into the 
water; but while thus employed, with more 
attention to their fituation than to his own, 
fix Mexican captains fuddenly laid hold of 
him, and were hurrying him off in triumph ; 
and though two of his officers refcued him at 
the expence of their own lives, he received fe- 
veral dangerous wounds before he could break 
loofe. Above fixty Spaniards perifhed in the 
rout; and what rendered the difafter more 
afilicting, forty of thefe fell alive into the 

hands 
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hands of an enemy never known to fhew mercy 
to a captive’, 


Tne approach of night, though it delivered 
the dejeéted Spaniards from the attacks of' the 
enemy, ufhered in, what was hardly lefs 
prievous, the noife of their barbarous triumph, 
and of the horrid feftival with which they ce- 
lebrated their vitory. Every quarter of the 
city was illuminated ; the great temple fhone 
with fuch peculiar {plendour,thatthe Spaniards 
could plainly fee the people in motion, and 
the priefts bufy in haftening the preparations 
for the death of the prifoners. Through the 
gloom, they fancied that they difcerned their 
companions by the whitenefs of their {kins, as 
they were ftript naked, and compelled to dance 
before the image of the god to whom they 
were to be offered. ‘They heard the fhrieks 
of thofe who were facrificed, and thought that 
they could diftinguifh each unhappy viétim, 
by the well-known found of his voice. Ima- 
gination added to what they really faw or 
“heard, and augmented its horror. ‘The moft 
unfeeling melted into tears of compaffion, and 
the ‘ftouteft heart trembled at the dreadful 
fpeétacle which they beheld ™. 

1 Cortes Relat. p.273. B. Diaz. c.152. Gomara Cron. 
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Cortes, who, befides all that he felt in com- 
mon with his foldiers, was opprefled with the 
additional load of anxious refleétions natural 
toa general on fuch an unexpeéted calamity, 
could not, like them, relieve his mind by giving 
vent to its anguifh. He was obliged to aflume 
an air of tranquillity, in order to revive the 
fpirit and hopes of his followers. The junc- 
ture, indeed, required an extraordinary ex- 
ertion of fortitude. The Mexicans, elated 
with their victory, fallied out next morning to 
attack him in his quarters. But they did not 
rely on the efforts of their own arms alone.- 
They fent the heads of the Spaniards whom 
they had facrificed, to the leading men in the 
adjacent provinces, and affured them that the 
god of war, appeafed by the blood of their in- 
vaders, which had been fhed fo plentifully on 
his altars, had declared with an audible voice, 
that in eight days time thofe hated enemies 
fhould be finally deftroyed, and peace and 
profperity re-eftablifhed in the empire. 


A PREDICTION uttered with fuch confidence, 
and in terms fo void of ambiguity, gained uni- 
verfal credit among a people prone to fuper- 
{lition. ‘The zeal of the provinces, which had 
already declared againft the Spaniards, aug- 
mented; and feveral which had hitherto re- 
mained inaétive, took arms, with enthufiaftic 

tot ’ ~ ardour, 
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ardour, to execute the decree of the gods, BOOK 
The Indian auxiliaries who had joined Cortes, —_Y*_, 
accuftomed to venerate the fame deities with 52™ 
the Mexicans, and to receive the refponfes of 

their priefts with the fame implicit faith, 
abandoned the Spaniards as a race of men de- 

voted to certain defltruétion. Even the fide- 

lity of the Tlafcalans was fhaken, and the 
Spanifh troops were left almoft alone in their 
ftations. Cortes, finding that he attemptéd 

in vain to difpel the fuperftitious fears of his 
confederates by argument, took advantage, 

from the imprudence of thofe who had framed 

the prophecy, in fixing its accomplifhment fo 

near at hand, to give a ftriking demonftration 

of its falfity. He fufpended all military ope- 
rations during the period marked out by the 
oracle. Under cover of the brigantines, 
which kept the enemy at a diftance, his troops 

lay in fafety, and the fatal term expired with- 

out any difafter". 


Many of his allies, afhamed of their own He regains 
credulity, returned to their ftation. Other pra ar 
tribes, judging that the gods who had now 
deceived the Mexicans, had decreed finally to 
withdraw their protection from them, joined 
his ftandard; and fuch was the levity of a 


fimple people, moved by every flight im- 
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neral defeétion of his confederates, Cortes 
faw himfelf, if we may believe his own ae- 
count, at the head of a hundred and fifty- 
thoufand Indians. Even with fuch a nu- 
merous army, he found it neceflary to adopt a 
new and more wary fyftem of operation. In- 
ftead of renewing his attempts to become 
matter of the city at once, by fuch bold but 
dangerous efforts of valour as he had already 
tried, he made his advances gradually, and 
with every poffible precaution againft expofing 
his men to any calamity fimilar to that which 
they ftill bewailed. As the Spaniards pufhed 
forward, the Indians regularly repaired the 
caufeways behind them. As foonas they got 
poffeffion of any part of the town, the houfes 
were inftantly levelled with the ground. Day 
by day, the Mexicans, forced to retire as their 
enemies gained ground, were hemmed in 
within more narrowlimits. Guatimozin, though 
unable to ftop the career of the enemy, con- 
tinued to defend his capital with obftinate re- 
folution, and difputed every inch of ground. 
The Spaniards not. only varied their mode of 
attack, but, by orders of Cortes, changed the 
weapons with which they fought. They were 
again armed with the long Chinantlan fpears, 
which they had employed with fuch fuc- 
cefs againft Narvaez; and, by the firm array 
in 
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in which this enabled them to range them- 
felves, they repelled, with little danger, the 
loofe affault of the Mexicans: incredible num- 
bers of them fell in the confliéts which they 
renewed every day®. While war wafted with- 
out, famine began to confume them within, 
the city. The Spanifh brigantines, having the 
entire command of the lake, rendered it al- 
moft impoflible to convey to the befieged any 
fupply of provifions by water. The immenfe 
number of his Indian auxiliaries enabled Cortes 
to fhut up the avenues to the city by land. 
The ftores which Guatimozin had laid up 
were exhaufted by the multitudes which had 
crowded into the capital to defend their fove- 
reign and the temples of their gods. Not only 
the people, but perfons of the higheft rank, 
felt the utmoft diftrefles of famine. What they 
fuffered, brought on infeétious and mortal dif- 
tempers, the laft calamity that vifits befieged 
cities, and which filled up the meafure of their 
woes*, 


Bur, under the preffure of fo many and fuch 
various evils, the fpirit of Guatimozin re- 
mained firm and unfubdued. He rejected, 
with fcorn, every overture of peace from 


© Cortes Relat. p.275. C. 276. F. B. Diaz. c,153. 
P Cortes Relat. 276. E.277. F. B. Diaz. 155. Gomara 
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Cortes; and difdaining the idea of fubmitting to 
the oppreffors of his country, determined not 
to furvive its ruin. The Spaniards continued 
their progrefs. At length all the three divifions 
penetrated into the great {quare in the centre 
of the city, and made a fecure lodgment there. 
Three-fourths of the city were now reduced, 
and laidin ruins. The remaining quarter was 
fo clofely preffed, that it could not long with- 
ftand affailants, who attacked it from their new 
ftation with fuperior advantage, and more af- 
fured expeétation of fuccefs. The Mexican 
nobles, folicitous to fave the life of a monarch 
whom they revered, prevailed on Guatimozin 
to retire from a place where refiftance was now 
vain, that he might roufe the more diftant 
provinces of the empire to arms, and maintain 
there a more fuccefSful ftruggle with the pub- 
lic enemy. In order to facilitate the execution 
of this meafure, they endeavoured to amufe 
Cortes with overtures of fubmiffion, that, while 
his attention was employed in adjufting the ar- 
ticles of pacification, Guatimozin might efcape 
unperceived. But they made this attempt upon 
a leader of greater fagacity and difcernment 
than to be deceived by their arts. Cortes fuf- 
pecting their intention, and aware of what mo- 
ment it was to defeat it, appointed Sandoval, 
the officer on whofe vigilance he could moft 
perfectly rely, to take the command of the 

brigantines, 
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brigantines, with ftriét injunctions to watch 
every motion of the enemy. Sandoval, atten- 
tive to the charge, obferving fome large canoes 
crowded with people rowing acrof’ the lake 
with extraordinary rapidity, inftantly gave the 
fignal to chace. Garcia Holguin, who com- 
manded the {wifteft-failing brigantine, foon 
overtook them, and was preparing to fire on 
the foremoft canoe, which feemed to carry 
fome perfon whom all the reft followed and 
obeyed. At once the rowers dropt their gars, 
and all on board, throwing down their arms, 
conjured him with cries and tears to forbear, as 
the Emperor was there. Holguin eagerly feized 
his prize, and Guatimozin, with a dignified 
compofure, gave himfelf up into his hands, re- 
quefting only that no infult might be offered 
to the Emprefs or his children. When con- 
duéted to Cortes, he appeared neither with the 
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fullen fiercenefS of a barbarian, nor with the | 


dejeétion of a fupplicant. ‘1 have done,” faid 
he, addrefting himfelf to the Spanith general, 
“ what became amonarch. I have defended 
my people to the laft extremity. Nothing now 
remains but to die. Take this dagger,”’ laying 
his hand on one which Cortes wore, “ plant 
it in my breaft, and put an end to a life which 
can no longer be of ufe*.”’ 


9 Cortes Relat. 279. B. Diaz. c.156. Gomara Cron. 
c.142. Herrera, dec. 3. lib.ii. c.7. 
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As foon as the fate of their fovereign was 
known, the refiftance of the Mexicans ceafed; — 
and Cortes took poffeflion of that fmall part of 
the capital which yet remained undeftroyed. 
Thus terminated the fiege of Mexico, the 
moft memorable event in the conqueft of Ame- 
rica. It continued feventy-five days, hardly 
one of which paffed without fome extraordi- 
nary effort of one party in the attack, or of 
the other in the defence of a city, on the fate 
of which both knew that the fortune of the 
empire depended. As the ftruggle here was 
more obftinate, it was likewife more equal, than 
any between the inhabitants of the Old and 
New Worlds. The great abilities of Guatimo- 
zin, the number of his troops, the peculiar fi- 
tuation of his capital, fo far counterbalanced 
the fuperiority of the Spaniards in arms and 
difcipline, that they muft have relinquifhed the 
enterprife, if they had trufled for fuccefs to 
themfelves alone. But Mexico was overturned 
by the jealoufy of neighbours who dreaded 
its power, and by the revolt of fubjeéts impa- 
tient to fhake off its yoke. By their effectual 
aid, Cortes was enabled to accomplifh what, 
without fuch fupport, he would hardly have 
ventured to attempt. How much foever this 
account of the reduétion of Mexico may de- 
traét, on the one hand, from the marvellous 
relations of fome Spanith writers, by afcribing 

that 
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that to fimple and obvious caufes which they 8 . ak 
attribute to the romantic valour of their coun- ee. . 
trymen, it adds, on the other, tothe meritand = *5** 
abilities of Cortes, who, under every difadvan- 

tage, acquired fuch an afcendant over un- 

known. nations, as to render them inftruments 
towards carrying his {chemes into execution’, 


Tue exultation of the Spaniards, on accom- Smalinesut 
plifhing this arduous enterprife, was at firft pers 
exceflive. But this was quickly damped by the Of the Spa 
cruel difappointment of thofe fanguine hopes, ""* 
which had animated them amidit fo many 
hardfhips and dangers. Inftead of the inex- 
hauftible wealth which they expeéted from be- 
coming matters of Montezuma’s treafures, and 
the ornaments of fo many temples, their ra- 
pacioufnefs could only colleét an inconfider- 
able booty amidft ruins and defolation’. Gua- 
timozin, aware of his impending fate, had 
ordered what remained of the riches amafled 
by his anceftors to be thrown into the lake. 

The Indian auxiliaries, while the Spaniards 
were engaged in conflict with the enemy, had 
carried off the moft valuable part of the fpoil. 
The fum to be divided among the conquerors 

® See NOTE VI. 

* The gold and filver, according to Cortes, amounted only 
to 120,000 pefos. Relat. 280. A. a fum much inferior to that 


which the Spaniards had formerly divided in Mexico. 
was 
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BO OK was fo finall, that many of them dildained to - 
ee accept of the pittance which fell to their fhare, 


1521. 


Guatimozin 
tortured, 


andall murmured and exclaimed; fome, againtt 
Cortes and his confidents, whom they fuf- 
peéted of having fecretly appropriated to their 
own ufe a large portion of the riches which 
fhould have been brought into the common 
ftock ; others, againft Guatimozin, whom they 
accufed of obftinacy, in refufing to difcover the 
place where he had hidden his treafure. 


ARGUMENTS, intreaties, and promifes were 
employed in order to footh them, but with fo 
little effeét, that Cortes, from folicitude to 
check this growing fpirit of difcontent, gave 
way to a deed which ftains the glory of all his 
great actions. Without regarding the former 
dignity of Guatimozin, or feeling any reve- 
rence for thofe virtues which he had difplayed, 
he fubjeéted the unhappy monarch, together 
with his chief favourite, to torture, in order to 
force from them a difcovery of the royal trea- 
fures, which it was fuppofed they had con- 
cealed. Guatimozin bore whatever the refined 
cruelty of his tormentors could infliét, with 
the invincible fortitude of an American war- 
rior. His fellow-fufferer, overcome by the 
violence of the anguifh, turned a dejected eye 
towards his matter, which feemed to implore 

his 
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_his permiffion to reveal all that he knew. But 
the: high-tpirited prince, darting on him alook 
of authority mingled with fcorn, checked his 
weaknefs by afking, “ Am I now repofing on 
a bed of flowers ?”? Overawed by the reproach, 
the favourite perfevered in his dutiful filence, 
and expired. Cortes, afhamed of a fcene fo 
horrid, refcued the royal viétim from the hands 
of his torturers, and prolonged a life referved 
for new indignities and fufferings ‘ 


Tue fate of the capital, as both parties had 
forefeen, decided that of the empire. The 
provinces fubmitted one after another to-the 
conquerors. - Small detachments of Spaniards 
marching through them without interruption, 
penetrated in different quarters to the great 
Southern Ocean, which, according to the ideas 
of Columbus, they imagined would open a fhort 
as well as eafy paflage to the Eaft Indies, and 
fecure to the crown of Catftile all the envied 
wealth of thofe fertile regions" ; and the active 
mind of Cortes began already to form fchemes 
for attempting this important difcovery”. 

8B. Diaz. c.157. Gomara Cron. c.146. Herrera, dec. 3. 
lib. ii. c. 8. Torquem. Mon. Ind. i. 574. , 

“ Cortes Relat. 280. D. &c. B. Diaz. c.157. 

Herrera, dec. 3. lib. ii. c.17. Gomara Cron. ¢.149. 
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He did not know, that during the progrefs of 
his victorious arms in Mexico, the very fcheme, 
of which he began to form fome idea, had been 
undertaken and accomplifhed. As this is one 
of the moft fplendid events in the hiftory of the 
Spanifh difcoveries, and has been productive of 
effeéts peculiarly interefting to thofe extenfive 
provinces which Cortes had now fubjeéted to 
the crown of Caftile, the account of its rife and 
progrefs merits a particular detail. 


‘Ferpivayp Macatuaens, or Magellan, a 
Portuguefe gentleman of honourable birth, 
having ferved feveral years in the Eaft Indies, 
with diftinguifhed valour, under the famous 
Albuquerque, demanded the recompence 
which he thought due to his fervices, with the 
boldnefs natural to a high fpirited foldier. But 
as his general would not grant his fuit, and he 
expected greater juftice from his fovereign, 
whom he knew to be a good judge and a gene- 
rous rewarder of merit, he quitted India ab- 
ruptly, and returned to Lifbon. In order to in. 
duce Emanuel to liften more favourably to his 
claim, he not only ftated his paft fervices, but 
offered to add to them by conduéting his coun- 
trymen to the Molucca or Spice Iflands, by 
holding a wefterly courfe; which he contended 
would be both fhorter and lef$ hazardous than 

that 
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that which the Portuguefe now followed by 
the Cape of Good Hope, through the im- 
menfe extent of the Eaftern Ocean; This 
was the original and favourite project of Co- 
lumbus, and Magellan founded his hopes of 
fuccefs on the ideas of that great navigator, 
confirmed by many obfervations, the refult of 
his own naval experience, as well as that of 
his countrymen in their intercourfe with the 
Eaft. But though the Portuguefe monarchs 
had the merit of having firft awakened and 
encouraged the {pirit of difcovery in that age, 
it was their deftiny, in the courfe of a few 
years, to reject two grand f{chemes for ‘this 
purpofe, the execution of which would have 
been attended with a great acceffion of glory 
to themfelves, and of power to their kingdom. 
In confequence of fome ill-founded prejudice 
againft Magellan, or of fome dark intrigue 
which contemporary hiftorians have not ex- 
plained, Emanuel would neither beftow the 
recompence which he claimed, nor approve 
of the fcheme which he propofed; and dif- 
miffed him with a difdainful coldnefs intoler- 
able to a man confcious of what he deferved, 
and animated with the fanguine hopes of fuc- 
‘cefs peculiar to thofe who are capable of 
forming or of conduéting new and great 
undertakings. In a tranfport of refentment, 
Magellan formally renounced his allegiance 
12t to 
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BOO Xk to an ungrateful mafter, and fled to the court 


Va 
mn aed 
1521. 


of Caftile, where he expected that his talents 
would be more juitly eftimated. He en- 
deavoured to recommend himfelf by offering 
to execute, under the patronage of Spain, 
that feheme, which he had laid before the 
court of Portugal, the accomplifhment of 
which, he knew, would wound the monarch 
againft whom he was exafperated in the moft 
tender part. In*order to eftablifh the juft- 
nefs of his theory, he produced the fame ar- 
guments which he had employed at Lifbon; 
acknowledging, at the fame time, that the 
undertaking was both arduous and expentive, 
as it could not be attempted but. with a 
fquadron of confiderable force, and viétualled 
for at leaft two years. Fortunately, he ap- 
plied to a minifler who was not apt to be 
deterred, either by the boldnefs of a defign, 
or the expence of carrying it into execution. 
Cadinal Ximenes, who at that time direéted 
the affairs of Spain, difcerning at once what 
an increafe of wealth and glory would accrue 
to his country by the fuccefS of Magellan’s 
propofal, liftened to it with a moft favourable 
ear. Charles V. on his arrival in his Spanith 
dominions, entered into the meafure with no 
lefs ardour, and orders were iflued for equip- 
ping a proper fquadron at the public charge, 
of which the command was given to Magel- 

lan, 
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lan, whom the King honoured with the BOOK 
habit of St. Jago and the title of Captain- , me 
General*. 1521, 


Ow the tenth of Auguft one thoufand five His voyage. 
hundred and nineteen, Magellan failed from 
Seville with five fhips, which, according to 
the ideas of the age, were deemed to be of 
confiderable force, though the burden of the 
largeft did not exceed one hundred and twenty 
tons. The crews of the whole amounted to 
two hundred and thirty-four men, among 
whom were fome of the moft {kilful pilots in 
Spain, and feveral Portuguefe failors, in whofe 
experience, as more extenfive, Magellan 
placed {till greater confidence. After touch- 
ing at the Canaries, he ftood direétly fouth 
towards the equinoétial line along the coatt 
of America, but was fo long retarded by te- 
dious calms, and fpent fo much time in fearch- 
ing every bay and inlet for that communica- 
tion with the Southern Ocean whichhe wifhed 
~o difcover, that he did not reach the river 
De la Plata till the twelfth of January. That — 1520. 
fpacious opening through which its vaft body 
of water pours into the Atlantic allured him 
to enter; but after failing up it for fome 


_® Herrera, dec. 2. lib. ii. c, 1g. lib. iv. c.g. | Gomara 
Hift.c.g1. Dalrymple’s Collect. of Voyages to the South 
Pacific Ocean, vol. i. p. 1, Kc. 
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BO OK days, he concluded, from the fhallownefs of 


WY 
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the ftream and the frefhnefs of the water, 
that the wifhed-for ftrait was not fituated 
there, and continued his courfe towards the 
fouth. On the thirty-firft of March he ar- 
rived in the port of St. Julian, about forty- 
eight degrees fouth of the line, where he 
refolved to winter. In this uncomfortable 
ftation he loft one of his fquadron, and the 
Spaniards fuffered fo much from the exceflive 
rigour of the climate, that the crews of three 
of his fhips, headed by their officers, rofe in 
open mutiny, and infifted on relinquifhing the 
vifionary project of a defperate adventurer, 
and returning direétly to Spain. This dan- 
gerous infurreétion Magellan fupprefled, by an 
effort of courage no lefs prompt than intrepid, 
and infliéted exemplary punifhment on the 
ring-leaders. With the remainder of his fol- 
lowers, overawed but not reconciled to his 
fcheme, he continued his voyage towards the 
fouth, and at length difcovered, near the fifty- 
third degree of latitude, the mouth ofa ftrait, 
into whichheentered, notwithftanding themur- 
murs and remonftrances of the people under 
his command. After failing twenty days in 
that winding dangerous channel, to which he 
gave his own name, and where one of his fhips 
deferted him, the great Southern Ocean opened 
to his view, and with tears of joy he returned 

thanks 
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thanks to Heaven for having thus far crowned 
his endeavours with fucceis’. 


But he was ftill at a greater diftance than he 
imagined from the objeét of his wifhes. He 
failed during three months and twenty days in 
an uniform direétion towards the north-weft, 
without difcovering land. In this voyage, the 
longeft that had ever been made in the un- 
bounded ocean, he fuffered incredible diftrefs. 
His ftock of provifions was almoft exhaufted, 
the water became putrid, the men were re- 
duced to the fhorteft allowance with which it 
was poflible to fuftain life, and the feurvy, 
the moft dreadful of all the maladies with 
which feafaring people are affliéted, began to 
{pread among the crew. One circumftance 
alone afforded them fome confolation; they 
enjoyed an uninterrupted courfe of fair wea- 
ther, with fuch favourable winds, that Magellan 
beftowed on that ocean the name of Pacific, 
which it ftill retains. When reduced to fuch 
extremity that they muft have funk under their 
fufferings, they fell in with a clufter of {mall 
but fertile iflands, which afforded them refrefh- 
ments in fuch abundance, that their health 
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was foon re-eftablifhed. From thefe ifles, 
which he called De los Ladrones, he proceeded 
on his voyage, and foon made a more impor- 
tant difcovery of the iflands now known by 
the name of the Philippines. In one of thefe 
he got into an unfortunate quarrel with the 
natives, who attacked him with a numerous 
body of troops well armed; and while he 
fought at the head of his men with his ufual 
valour, he fell by the hands of thofe barbarians, 
together with feveral of his principal officers. 


Tue expedition was profecuted under other 
commanders. After vifiting many of the 
fmaller ifles fcattered in the eaftern part of the 
Indian ocean, they touched at the great ifland 
of Borneo, and at length landed in Tidore, 
one of the Moluccas, to the aftonifhment of 
the Portuguefe, who could not comprehend 
how the Spaniards, by holding a wetterly 
courfe, had arrived at that fequeftered feat 
of their moft valuable commerce, which they 
themfelves had difcovered by failing in an 
oppofite direétion, There, and in the adjacent 
ifles, the Spaniards found a people acquainted 
with the benefits of extenfive trade, and willing 
to open an intercourfe with a new nation. 
They took in a cargo of the precious {pices, 
which are’ the diftinguifhed produ@tion of 

thefe 
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thefe iflands; and with that, as well as with BO OK 
fpecimens of the rich commodities yielded by _*_, 
the other countries which they had vifited, the —*52 
Vi@ory, which, of the two fhips that remained 

of the fquadron, was moft fit for a long voyage, 

fet fail for Europe, under the command of Jn. 
Juan Sebaftian del Cano. He followed the 

courfe of the Portuguefe, by the Cape of Good 

Hope, and after many difafters and fufferings, 

he arrived at St. Lucar on the feventh of 
September one thoufand five hundred and 
twenty-two, having failed round the globe inthe 

fpace of three years and twenty-eight days’, 


Tuovcu an untimely fate deprived Magellan 
of the fatisfaétion of accomplifhing this great 
undertaking, his contemporaries, juft to his 
memory and talents, afcribed to him not only 
the honour of having formed the plan, but of 
having furmounted almoft every obftacle to 
the completion of it; and in the prefent age 
his name is ftill ranked among the higheft in 
the roll.of eminent and fuccefSful navigators, 
The naval glory of Spain now eclipfed that of 
every other nation; and by a fingular felicity 
the had the merit, in the courfe of a few years, 


4% Herrera, dec. 3. lib, i c. 3. 9. lib. iv. c. 1. Gomara 
fron, c.93, &c. Pigafetta ap. Ramuf, ii, p. 361, &c. 
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BO OK of difcovering a new continent almoft as large 
pee, as ‘that part of the earth which was formerly 


1522 


known, and of afcertaining by experience 
the form and extent of the whole of the 
terraqueous globe. 


Tur Spaniards were not fatisfied with the 
glory of having firft encompaffed the earth ; 
they expected to derive great commercial ad- 
vantagesfrom thisnewand boldeft effort of their 
maritime(kill. he men of fcience among them 
contended, that the {pice iflands, and feveral 
of the richeft countries in the Eaft, were fo 
fituated as to belong of right to the crown of 
Caftile, in confequence of the partitions made 
by Alexander VI. The merchants, without 
attending to this difcuflfion, engaged eagerly 
in that lucrative and alluring commerce, which 
was now open to them. The Portuguefe, 
alarmed at the intrufion of fuch formidable 
rivals, remonftrated and negociated in Europe, 
while in Afia they obftruéted the trade of the 
Spaniards by force of arms, Charles V., not 
fufficiently inftruéted with refpeé to the im- 
portance of this valuable branch of commerce, 
or diftraéted by the multiplicity of his fehemes 
and operations, did not afford his fubjeéts pro- 
per protection. At laft, the low ftate of his 
finances, exhaufted by the efforts of his arms 

3 in 
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in every part of Europe, together with the 
dread of adding a new war with Portugal to 
thofe in which he wasalready engaged,induced 
him to make over his claim of the Moluccas 
to the Portuguefe for three hundred and 
fifty thoufand ducats. He referved, however, 
to the crown of Caftile the right of reviving its 
pretenfions on repayment of that fum; but 
other objects engroffed his attention and that 
of hisfucceffors; and Spain was finally excluded 
from a branch of commerce in which it was 
engaging with fanguine expectations of profit*. 

Tuovcn the trade with the Moluccas was 
relinquifhed, the voyage of Magellan was fol- 
lowed by commercial effeéts of great moment 
to Spain. , Philip II. in the year one thoufand 
five hundred and fixty-four, reduced thofe 
iflands which he difcovered in the Eaftern 
ocean to fubjeétion, and eftablifhed fettle- 
ments there ; between which and the kingdom 
of New Spain, a regular intercourfe, the nature 
of which fhall be explained in its proper place, 
is ftill carried on. I return now to the 
tranfactions in New Spain. 


Ar the time that Cortes was acquiring fuch 
extenfive territories for his native country, and 


* Herrera, dec, 3. lib, vi c- 5, &c, dec. 4. lib.v. c. 75 Ke. 
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his fingular fate not only to be deftitute of any 
commiffion or authority from the fovereign 
whom he was ferving with fuch fuccefsful zeal, 
but to be regarded as an undutiful and feditious 
fubjeét. By the influence of Fonfeca, Bifhop of 
Burgos, his conduét in affuming the government 
of New Spain was declared to be an irregular 
ufurpation, in contempt of the royal authority; 
and Chriftoval de Tapia received a commiflion, 
impowering him to fuperfede Cortes, to feize his 
perfon, to confifcate his effects, to make a ftrié&t 
{crutiny into his proceedings, and to tranfmit 
the refult of all the enquiries carried on in New 
Spain to the Council of the Indies, of which the 
Bifhop of Burgos was prefident. A few weeks 
after the reduétion of Mexico, Tapia landed 
at Vera Cruz with the royal mandate to ftrip 
its conqueror of his power, and treat him asa 
criminal, But Fonfeca had chofen a very im- 
proper inftrument to wreak his vengeance on 
Cortes, Tapia had neither the reputation nor 
the talents that fuited the high command to 
which he was appointed. Cortes, while he pub- 
licly expreffed the moft refpeétful veneration 
for the Emperor’s authority, fecretly took mea- 
fures to defeat the effeét of his cammiflion; 
and haying involved Tapia and his followers in 
a multiplicity of negaciations and conferences, 
in which he fometimes had recourfe to threats, 
. but 
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but more frequently employed bribes and pro- 
mifes, he at léngth prevailed upon that weak 
man to abandon a province which he was un- 
worthy of governing °. 


Bur notwithftanding the fortunate dexterity 
with which he had eluded this danger, Cortes 
was fo fenfible.of the precarious tenure by 
which he held his power, that he difpatched 
deputies to Spain, with a pompous account of 
the fuccefs of his arms, with farther {pecimens 
of the productions of the country, and with rich 
prefents to the Emperor, as the earneft of future 
contributions from his new conquefts ; requeft- 
ing, in recompence for all his fervices, the ap- 
probation of his proceedings, and that he might 
be entrufted with the government of thofe do- 
minions, which his conduét, and the valour of 
his followers, had added to the crown of Cattile. 
Thejunéture in which his deputies reached the 
court wasfavourable. Theinternalcommotions 
in Spain, which had difquieted the beginning 
of Charles’s reign, were juft appeafed®. The 
minifters had leifure to turn their attention 
towards foreign affairs. The account of 
Cortes’s victories filled his countrymen with 


> Herrera, dec. 3. lib. iii. c.16, 3. dec. iv.c.1. Cort. 
Relat. 281. E, B. Diaz. c, 158. 
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admiration. The extent and value of his con- 
quefts became the objeét of vaft ‘and interefting 
hopes. Whatever ftain he might have con- 
tracted, by the irregularity of the fteps which 
he took in order to attain power, was fo fully 
effaced by the fplendour and merit of the great 
aétions which this had enabled him to perform, 
that every heart revolted at the thought of in- 
fli&ing any cenfure on a man, whofe fervices 
entitled him to the higheft marks ofdiftinétion. 
The public voice declared warmly in favour of 
his pretenfions, and Charles arriving in Spain 
about this time, adopted the fentiments of his 
fubjects with a youthful ardour. Notwith- 
ftanding the claims of Velafquez, and the 
partial reprefentations of the Bifhopof Burgos, 
the Emperor appointedCortes captain-general 
and governor of New Spain, judging that no 
perfon was fo capable of maintaining the royal 
authority, or of eftablithing good order both 
among his Spanifh and Indian fubjeéts, as the 
victorious leader whom the former had long 
been accuftomed to obey, and the latter had 
been taught to fear and to refpeét 4, 


Even before his jurifdiétion received this 
legal fanétion, Cortes ventured to exercife all 


@ Herrera, dec. 3. lib. iv. ¢.3. GomaraCron,c, 1645 1655 
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the powers of a governor, and, by various ar- 
rangements, €ndeavoured to render his con- 
queft a fecure and beneficial acquifition to his 
country. Hedetermined to eftablifh the feat 
of government in its ancient ftation, and to 
raife Mexico again from its ruins ; and having 
conceived high ideas concerning the future 
grandeur of the ftate of which he was lay- 
ing the foundation, he began to rebuild its 
capital on a plan which hath gradually formed 
the moft magnificent city in the New World. 
At the fame time, he employed {kilful perfons 
to fearch for mines in different parts of the 
country, and opened fome which were found 
to be richer than any which the Spaniards had 
hitherto difcovered in America. He detached 
his principal officers into the remote provinces, 
and encouraged them to fettle there, not only 
by beftowing upon them large traéts of land, 
but by granting them the fame dominion over 
the Indians, and the fame right to their fer- 
vice, which the Spaniards had affumed in the 
iflands. 


Ir was not, however, without difficulty, that 
the Mexican empire could be entirely reduced 
into the form of¥a Spanifh colony. Enraged 
and rendered defperate by oppreflion, the 
natives often forgot the fuperiority of their 

enemies, 
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liberties. In every conteft, however, the 
European valour and difcipline prevailed. But 
fatally for the honour of their country, the 
Spaniards fullied the glory redounding from 
thefe repeated victories by their mode of treat- 
ing the vanquifhed people. After taking 
Guatimozin, and becoming matters of his capi- 
tal, they fuppofed that the King of Caftile 
entered on pofleflion of all the rights of the 
captive monarch, and affeéted to confider 
every effort of the Mexicans to affert their own 
independence,as the rebellion ofvaflals againft 
their fovereign, or the mutiny of flaves againft 
their mafter. Under the fanction of thofe ill. 
founded maxims, they violated every right that 
fhould be held facred between hoftile nations. 
After each infurreétion,they reduced the com- 
mon people, in the provinces which they fub- 
dued, to the moft humiliating of all conditions, 
that of perfonal fervitude. Their chiefs, fuppofed 
to be more criminal, were punifhed with greater 
feverity, and put to death in the moft igno- 
minious or the moft excruciating mode, that 
the infolence or the cruelty of their conquerors 
could devife. In almoft every diftriét of the 
Mexican empire, the progrefs of the Spanith 
armsis marked with blood, and with deeds fo 
atrocious, as difgrace the enterprifing valour 


that 


HISTORY OF AMERICA, 


91. 


that conduéted them to fuccefs. In thecoun- BOOK 


try of Panuco, fixty caziques or leaders, and 
four hundred nobles, were burnt at one time. 
Nor was this fhocking barbarity perpetrated in 
any fudden fally of rage, or by a commander 
of inferior note. It was the aét of Sandoval, an 
officer whofe name is entitled to the fecond 
rank in the annals of New Spain, and executed 
after a folemn confultation with Cortes; and 
to complete the horror of the fcene, the chil- 
dren and relations of the wretched viétims 
were affembled, and compelled to be fpeétators 
of their dying agonies‘. It feems hardly pof- 
fible to exceed in horror this dreadful example 
of feverity; but it was followed by another, 
which affeéted the Mexicans {till more fenfibly, 
as it gave them a moft feeling proof of their 
own degradation, and of the fmall regard 
which their haughty matters retained for the 
ancient dignity and fplendor of their ftate. 
On a flight fufpicion, confirmed by very im- 
perfect evidence, that Guatimozin had formed 
a fcheme to thake off the yoke, and to excite 
his former fubjeéts to take arms, Cortes, with- 
out the formality of a trial, ordered the un- 
happy monarch, together with the caziques 
of Tezeuco and Tacuba, the two perfons of 
greateft eminence in the empire, to he hanged; 


© Cortes Relat, 291. C, CGomara Cron, c. 195. 
and 
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BOOK and the Mexicans, with aftonifhment and hor- 
_™:_, ror, beheld thisdifgraceful punifhment inflicted 


152% 


Firft objeé&t 
of induftry 
among the 
eonquerors. 


upon perfons, to whom they were accuftomed 
to look up with reverence, hardly inferior to 
that which they paid to the gods themfelves’. 
The example of Cortes and his principal offi- 
cers encouraged and juftified perfons of fub- 
ordinate rank to venture upon committing 
greater exceffes. Nuno de Guzman, in par- 
ticular, ftained an. illuftrious name by deeds 
of peculiar enormity and rigour, in various 
expeditions which he conducted *. 


One circumftance, however, faved the Mexi- 
cans from farther confumption, perhaps from 
one as complete as that which had depopulated 
the iflands. The firft conquerors did not at- 
tempt to fearch for the precious metals in the 
bowels of the earth. They were neither fuf-- 
ficiently wealthy to carry on the expenfive 
works, which are requifite for opening thofe’ - 
deep recefles, where nature has concealed the 
veins of gold and filver, nor fufficiently fkilful 
to perform the ingenious operations by which — 
thofe precious metals are feparated from their 
refpeétive ores. They were fatisfied with the: 


F Gomara Cron. c..170. B. Diaz. c, 177. Biss 
dec. 3. lib. viii. c.g. See NOTE VII. : 
® Herrera, dec. 4 & 5 paflim. 
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of wafhing the earth carried down rivers and 
torrents from the mountains, and colleéting 
the grains of native metal depolited there. 
The rich mines of New Spain, which have 
poured forth their treafures with fuch profu- 
fion on every quarter of the globe, were not 
difcovered for feveral years after the conquett". 
By that time, a more orderly government and 
police were introduced into the colony; ex- 
perience, derived from former errors, had 
fuggefted many ufeful and humane regulations 
for the protection and prefervation of the 
Indians ; and though it then became neceflary 
to increafe the number of thofe employed in 
the mines, and they were engaged in a {pecies 
of labour more pernicious to the human con- 
flitution, they fuffered lefs hardfhip or dimi- 
nution than from the ill-judged, but lefs 
extenfive, {chemes of the firft conquerors. 


Wuite it was the lot of the Indians to fuf- 
fer, their new matters feemed not to have 
derived any confiderable wealth from their 
ill-conduéted refearches. According to the 
ufual fate of’ firft fettlers in new colonies, it 
was their lot to encounter danger, and to 
ftruggle with difficulties ; the fruits of their 


» Herrera, dec. 8. lib. x. c. 21. 
victories 
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B OO K viétories and toils were referved for times of 
= tranquillity, and reaped by fucceffors of great 
#52. induftry, but of inferior merit. The early 
hiftorians of America abound with accounts 
of the fufferings and of the poverty of its con- 
querors'. In New Spain, their condition was 
rendered more grievous by a peculiar arrange- 

ment. When Charles V. advanced Cortes to - 
the government of that country, he at the fame 
time appointed certain commiflioners to re- 
ceive and adminifter the royal revenue there, 
with independent jurifdiction*, ‘Thefe men, 
chofen from inferior ftations in various depart- 
ments of public bufinefs at Madrid, were fo 
much elevated with their promotion, that they 
thought they were called to act a part of the 
firft confequence. But being accuftomed to 
the minute formalities of office, and having 
contracted the narrow ideas fuited to the 
{phere in which they had hitherto moved, they 
1524. were aftonifhed on arriving in Mexico, at the 
high authority which Cortes exercifed, and 
could not conceive that the mode of adminif- 
tration, in a country recently fubdued and 
fettled, muft be different from what took place 
in one where tranquillity and regular govern- 
ment had been long eftablifhed. In their let 


‘ Cortes Relat. 283. F, B. Diaz. c. 209. 
“ Herrera, dec. 3. lib. iv. c. 35 
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ters, they reprefented Cortes as an ambitious BO 0 K 
tyrant, who having ufurped a jurifdiétion fupe- __™ , 
rior to law, afpired at independence, and by 1534 
his exorbitant wealth and extenfive influence 
might accomplith thofe difloyal fehemes which 

he apparently meditated'. Thefe infinuations 

made fuch deep impreffion upon the Spanifh 
minifters, moft of whom had been formed to 
bufinefs under the jealous and rigid adminif- 
tration of Ferdinand, that, unmindful of all 
Cortes’s paft fervices, and regardlefs of what 

he was then fuffering in conduéting that ex- 
traordinary expedition, in which he advanced 

from the lake of Mexico to the weftern extre- 
mities of Hondutas”, they infufed the fame 
fufpicions into the mind of their mafter, and 
prevailed on him to order a folemn inqueft to 

be made into his conduét, with powers to the 
licentiate Ponce de Leon, entrufted with that 
commiffion, to feize his perfon, ifhe fhould — 15:5. 
find that expedient, and fend him prifoner to 

Spain ®. 


Tue fudden death of Ponce de Leon, a few Cortes re- 
days after his arrival in New Spain, prevented Spin 
the execution of this commiflion. But as the 
objeét of his appointment was known, the mind 


of Cortes was deeply wounded with this unex- 


Herrera, dec. 3. libsv. c. 14. ™ See NOTE VIII. 
* Herrera, dec. 3. lib. viii. c, 14, 15- 
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BOO x pected return for fervices, which far exceeded 


1525. 


1528. 


whatever any fubjeét of Spain had rendered to 
his fovereign. He endeavoured, however, to 
maintain his ftation, and to recover the confi- 
dence of the court. But every perfon in office, 
who had arrived from Spain fince the conqueft, 
was a {py upon his conduét, and with malicious 
ingenuity gave an unfavourable reprefentation 
of all his aétions. The apprehenfions of 
Charles and his minifters increafed. A new 
commiffion of enquiry was iffued, with more 
extenfive- powers, and various precautions 
were taken in order to prevent or to punifh 
him, if he fhould be fo prefumptuous as to 
attempt what was inconfiftent with the fidelity 
of a fubjeét®. Cortes beheld the approaching 
crifis of his fortune with all the violent emo- 
tions natural to a haughty mind, confcious 
of high defert, and receiving unworthy treat- 
ment. But though fome of his defperate 
followers urged him to affert his own rights 
againft his ungrateful country, and with a 
bold hand to feize that power which the 
courtiers meanly accufed him of coveting *, 
he retained fuch felf-command, or was ac- 
tuated with fuch fentiments of loyalty, as 
to rejeét their dangerous counfels, and to 


° Herrera, dec. 3. lib. viii. c. 15. dec. 4. lib.ii. c. 1. lib.iv. 
¢.9,10. B. Diaz. c. 172,196. Gomara Cron. c. 166. 
P B. Diaz. c, 194, = P 
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chufe the only courfe in which he could fe- 
cure his own dignity, without departing from 
his duty. He refolved not to expofe himfelf 
to the ignominy of a trial, in that country 
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which had been the fcene of his triumphs; - 


but without waiting for the arrival of his 
judges, to repair direétly to Caftile, and com- 
mit himfelf and his caufe to the juftice and 
generofity of his fovereign *. 

Cortes appeared in his native country with 
the fplendour that fuited the conqueror of a 
mighty kingdom. He brought with him a 
great part of his wealth, many jewels and ors 


‘naments of great value, feveral curious pro.’ 


duétions of the country’, and was attended 
by fome Mexicans of the firft rank, as well as 
by the moft confiderable of his own officers. 
His arrival in Spain remoyed at once every 
fufpicion and fear that had been entertained 
with refpeét to his intentions: The Emperor, 
having now nothing to apprehend from the 
defigns of Cortes, received him like a perfon 
whom confcioufhefs of his own innocence had 
brought into the prefence of his mafter, and 
who was entitled, by the eminence of his fer- 
vices, to the higheft marks of diftinétion and 
refpect. The order of St. Jago, the title of 


9 Herrera, dec. 3. lib. iv. c. 8. © See NOTE IX. 
VOL. Ill. H Marquis 
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Marquis del Valle de Guaxaca, the grant of 
an ample territory in New Spain, were fuccef- 
fively beftowed upon him; and as his manners 
were correct and elegant, although he had 
paffed the greater part of his life among rough 
adventurers, the Emperor admitted him to 
the fame familiar intercourfe with himfelf, 
that was enjoyed by noblemen of the firft 


yank *. 


Settlement 
of ihe go- 
vernment in 
New Spain. 


Bur, amidft thofe external proofs of regard, 
fymptoms of remaining diftruft appeared. 
Though Cortes earneftly folicited to be rein- 
ftated in the. government of New Spain, 
Charles, too fagacious to commit fuch an im- 
portant charge to a man whom he had once 
fufpeéted, peremptorily refufed to inveft him 
again with powers which he might find it im- 
poflible to controul. Cortes, though dignified 
with new titles, returned to Mexico with di- 
minifhed authority. The military department, 
with powers to attempt new difcoveries, was 
left in his hands; but the fupreme direétion 
of civil affairs was placed in a board, called 
The Audience of New Spain. Ata fubfequent 
period, when, upon the increafe of the colony, 
the exertion of authority more united and 


* Herrera, dec. 3. lib. iv. cr. lib. vic. 4. B. Diaz. 
c.195. Gom. Cron. c. 192. 
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extenfive became neceflary, Antonio de Men- B e. OK 
doza, a nobleman of high rank, was fent aes 
thither as Viceroy, to take the government 53 
into his hands, 


Tuts divifion of power in New Spain proved, New 
as was unavoidable, the fource of perpetual pry ly 
diffention, which embittered the life of Cortes, 
and thwarted all his {chemes, As he had now 
no opportunity to difplay his aétive talents. 
but in attempting new difcoveries, he formed 
various {chemes for that purpofe, all of which 
bear impreflions of a genius that delighted in 
what was bold and fplendid. He early enter- 
tained an idea, that, either by fteering through 
the gulf of Florida along the eaft coaft of 
North America, fome ftrait would be found 
that communicated with the weftern ocean ; 
or that, by examining the ifthmus of Darien, 
fome paflage would be difcovered between the 
North and South Seas‘, But having been dif- 
appointed in his expeétations with refpeét to 
both, he now confined his views to fuch voy- 
ages of difcovery as he could make from the 
ports of New Spain in the South Sea. There 
he fitted out fucceflively feveral {mall fquad- 
rons, which either perifhed in the attempt, or 
returned without making any difcovery of 

* Cortes Relat. Ram. iii. 294. B. 
ua moment. 
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ead conduét of his operations to others, took the 


1536. 


1540. 


His death. 


command of a new armament in perfon, and, 
after enduring incredible hardfhips, and en- 
countering dangers of every fpecies, he dif- 
covered the large peninfula of California, and 
furveyed the greater part of the gulf which 
feparates it from New Spain. The difcovery 
of a country of fuch extent would have refleét- 
ed credit on a common adventurer; but it 
could add little new honour to the name of 
Cortes, and was far from fatisfying the fan- 
guine expeétations which he had formed", 
Difgufted with ill fuccefs, to which he had not 
been accuftomed, and weary of contefting with 
ddverfaries to whom he confidered it as a dif- 
grace to be oppofed, he once more fought for 
redrefs in his native country. 


But his reception there was very different 
from that which gratitude, and even decency, . 
ought to have fecured for him. The merit of 
his ancient exploits was already, in a great 
meature, forgotten, or eclipfed by the fame of 
recent and more valuable conquefts in another 
quarter of America. No fervice of moment 
was now expeéted from a man of declining 

“ Herrera, dec, 5. lib. viii. c. 9, 10. dec. 8. lib. vi. c. 14. 
Venegas Hift, of Californ. i, 125. Lorenziana Hitt. p. 322, 
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years, and who begun to be unfortunate. The B OOK 
Emperor behaved to him with cold civility; — "_, 
his minifters treated him fometimes with ne- 154% 
gleét, fometimes with infolence. Tis griev- 
ances received no redrefs; his claims were 
urged without effeé; and after feveral years 

fpent in fruitlefs application to minifters and 
judges, an occupation the moft irkfome and 
mortifying to a man of high {pirit, who had 
moved in a {phere where he was more accuf- 
tomed to command than to folicit, Cortes 
ended his days on the fecond of December 

one thoufand five hundred and forty-feven, 

in the fixty-fecond year of hisage. His fate 

was the fame with that of all the perfons who 
diftinguifhed themfelves in the difcovery or 
conqueft of the New World. Envied by his 
contemporaries, and ill requited by the court 
which he ferved, he has been admired and 
celebrated by fucceeding ages. Which has 
formed the moft juft eftimate of his charaéter, 

an impartial confideration of his aétions muft 
determine. 
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BOOK VI. 
ROM the time that Nugnez de Balboa dif? BOOK 


covered the great Southern Ocean, and , is 
received the firft obfcure hints concerning the . 1573, 
opulent countries with which it might open a ditovering 
communication, the wifhes and fchemes of 
. every enterprifing perfon in the colonies of 
Darien and Panama were turned towards the 
wealth of thofe unknown regions. In an age 
when the {pirit of adventure was fo ardent and 
vigorous, that large fortunes were waited, and 
the moft alarming dangers braved, in purfuit 
of difcoveries merely poflible, the fainteft ray 
of hope was followed with an eager expecta- 
tion, and the flighteft information was fufli- 
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BOOK cient to infpire fuch perfect confidence, as 
P Ascaal conduéted men to the moft arduous under- 
1533 takings*. 


Unfuccefs- AccorpincLiy, feveral armaments were 

tine, fitted out in order to explore and take poffef- 
fion of the countries to the eaft of Panama, 
but under the conduét of leaders whofe talents 
and refources were unequal to the attempt”. 
As the excurfions of thofe adventurers did not 
extend beyond the limits of the province to 
which the Spaniards have given the name of 
Tierra Firmé, a mountainous region covered 
with woods, thinly inhabited, and extremely 
unhealthy, they returned with difmal accounts 
concerning the diftreffes to which they had 
been expofed, and the unpromifing afpeét of 
the places which they had vifited. Damped 
by thefe tidings, the rage for difcovery in that 
direétion abated ; and it became the general 
opinion, that Balboa had founded vifionary 
hopes, on the tale of an ignorant Indian, ill 
underftood, or calculated to deceive. 


rea: Bur there were three perfons fettled in Pa. 
Undertak j ; 
by Pizarro, NAMa, on whom the circumftances which de- 
Almagro, 


snd Luque. tetred others made fo little impreffion, that at 


* See NOTE X. —® Calancha Coronica,’ p. 100. 
the 
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the very moment when all contidered Balboa’s g 03 fe} OK 
expectations of difcovering a rich country, by 
fteering towards the eaft, as chimerical, they 1524. 
refolved to attempt the execution of his {cheme. 
The names of thofe extraordinary men were 
Francifco Pizarro, Diego de Almagro, and 
Hernando Luque. Pizarro was the natural 
fon of a gentleman of an honourable family by 
a very low woman, and, according to the cruel 
fate which often attends the offspring of un- 
lawful love, had been fo totally negleéted in 
his youth by the author of his birth, that he 
feems to have deftined him never to rife be- 
yond the condition of his mother. In confe- 
quence of this ungenerous idea, he fet him, 
when bordering on manhood, to keep hogs. 
But the afpiring-mind of young Pizarro dif- 
daining that ignoble occupation, he abruptly 
abandoned his charge, enlifted as a foldier, 
and, after ferving fome years in Italy, em- 
barked for America, which, by opening fuch 
a boundlefs range to active talents, allured 
every adventurer, whofe fortune was not equal 
to his ambitious thoughts. There Pizarro early 
diftinguifhed himfelf. With a temper of mind 
no lef daring than the conftitution of his body 
was robuft, he was foremoft in every danger, 
patient under the greateft hardfhips, and un- 
fubdued by any fatigue. Though fo illiterate 
that he could not even read, he was foon con- 
fidered 
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BO OX fidered as a man formed to command. Every 


VI, 


mn amend 


I524. 


operation committed to his conduét proved 
fuccefgful, as, by a happy but rare conjunétion, 
he united perfeverance with ardour, and was 
as cautious in executing, as he was bold in 
forming his plans. By engaging early in active 
life, without any refource but his own talents 
and induftry, and by depending on himfelf 
alone in his ftruggles to emerge from ob- 
feurity, he acquired fuch a thorough know- 
ledge of affairs, and of men, that he was fitted 
to affume a fuperior part in conduéting the 
former, and in governing the latter‘. 


- Armacro hadas little to boaft of his defceut 
as Pizarro. The one was a baftard, the othera 
foundling. Bred, like his companion, in the 
camp, he yielded not to him in any of the fol- 
dierly qualities of intrepid valour, indefatiga- 
ble activity, or infurmountableconftancy in en- 
during the hardthips infeparable from military 
fervice in the New World. But in Almagro 
thefe virtues were accompanied with the open- 
nefs, generofity, and candour, natural to men 
whofe profeffion is arms; in Pizarro, they were 
united with the addrefs, the craft, and the 
difimulation of a politician, with the art of 


© Herrera, dec. 1 & 2, paffim. dec. 4. lib. vi, c. 107. Go- 
mara Hilt. c,144. Zarate, Jib. 4. c. 9. 
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concealing his own purpofes, and with faga- B e 4 K 
city to-penetrate into thofe of other men. gees 
I§2a 

Hernanpo pe Luque was an ecclefiaftic, 

who aéted both as prieft and {choolmafter at 

Panama, and, by means which the contempo- 

rary writers have not defcribed, had amafted 

riches that infpired him with thoughts of rifing 

to greater eminence. 


‘Sucn were the men deftined to overturn Teme cf — 

one of the moft extenfive empires on the face *tics. 
of the earth. Their confederacy for this pur- 
pofe was authorized by Pedrarias, the go- 
vernor of Panama. Each engaged to employ 

his whole fortune in the adventure. Pizarro, 

the leaft wealthy of the three, as he could not 
throw fo large a fum as his affociates into the 
common ftock, engaged to take the depart- 
ment of greateft fatigue and danger, and to 
command in perfon the armament which was 

to go firft upon difcovery. Almagro offered 

to conduét the fupplies of provifions and re- 
inforcements of troops, of which Pizarro might 
fland in need. Luque was to remain at Pa- 
nama to negociate with the governor, and 
fuperintend whatever was carrying on for the 
general intereft. As the fpirit of enthufiafin 
uniformly accompanied that of adventure in 

the New World, and by that ftrange union 


beth 
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B OOK both acquired an increafe of force, this con- 
__ “| federacy, formed by ambition and avarice, 
1524 was confirmed by the moft folemn aét of re- 
ligion. Luque celebrated maf’, divided a con- 
fecrated hoft into three, and referving one 

part to himfelf, gave the other two to his af- 
fociates, of which they partook; and thus, in 

the name of the Prince of Peace, ratified a 
contraét of which plunder and bloodfhed — 


were the obje éts‘. 


Their fet "THE attempt was begun with a force more 
“faite to the humble condition of the three 
affociates, than to the greatnefs of the en- 
Nov.14.  terprife in which they were engaged. Pizarro 
fet fail from Panama with a fingle veffel, 
of fmall burden, and a hundred and twelve 
men. But in that age, fo little were the 
Spaniards acquainted with the peculiarities 
of climate in America, that the time which 
Pizarro chofe for his departure was the moft 
improper in the whole year; the periodical 
winds which were then fet in, being direéty 
adverfe to the courfe which he propofed to 
fteer*. After beating about for feventy days, 
with much danger and inceffant fatigue, 
Pizarro’s progrefs towards the fouth-eaft 


4 Herrera, dec, 3. lib. vi. c.13. Zarate, lib. 1. c. 1. 
© Herrera, dec. q. lib. ii. c. 8. Xerez, p.179. 
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yas not greater than what a fkilful navigator BO OK 
will now make in as many hours. Hetouched _“!_, 
at feveral places on the coaft of Tierra Firmé, 1575: 
but found everywhere the fame uninviting 
country which former adventurers had de- 
feribed; the low grounds converted into 
fwamps by an overflowing of rivers; the 
higher, covered with impervious woods; few 
inhabitants, and thofe fierce and hoftile. Fa- 

mine, fatigue, frequent rencounters with the 
natives, and above all, the diftempers of a 

moift, fultry climate, combined in wafting his 
flender band of followers. The undaunted Attended 
refolution of their leader continued, however, Ce 
for fome time, to fuftain their fpirits, although 

no fign had yet appeared of difcovering thofe 
golden regions to which he had promifed to 
condué them. At length he was obliged to 
abandon that inhofpitable coaft, and retire to 
Chuchama, oppofite to the pearl iflands, where 

he hoped to receive a fipply of provifions and 
troops from Panama. 


But Almagro having failed from that port 
with feventy men, ftood direétly towards that 
part of the continent where he hoped to meet 
with his affociate. Not finding him there, 
he landed his foldiers, who, in fearching for 
their companions, underwent the fame dif- 
trefles, and were expofed to the fame dangers, 

which 
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which had driven them out of the country. 
Repulfed at length by the Indians in a fharp 
conflié, in which their leader loft one of his 
eyes by the wound of an arrow, they likewife 
were compelled to reimbark. Chance led them 
to the place of Pizarro’s retreat, where they 
found fome confolation in recounting to each 
other their adventures, and comparing their 
fufferings. As Almagro had advanced as far 
as the river St. Juan, in the province of Po- 
payan, where both the country and inhabi- 
tants appeared with a more promifing afpeéct, 
that dawn of better fortune was fufficient to 
determine fuch fanguine projectors not to 
abandon their fcheme, notwithftanding all that 
they had fuffered in profecuting it‘. 


ALMAGRO repaired to Panama, in hopes of © 
recruiting their fhattered troops. But what he 
and Pizarro had fuffered, gave his country- 
men fuch an unfavourable idea of the fervice, 
that it was with difficulty he could levy four- 
feore men®. Feeble as this reinforcement was, 
Almagro took the command of it, and having 
joined Pizarro, they did not hefitate about 
refuming their operations. After a long 
feries of difafters and difappointments, not 


inferior to thofe which they had already ex- 


£ Herrera, dec. 3. lib. viii. c.11,12. See NOTE XI. 
£ Zarate, lib. t. ec. 1. 
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perienced, part of the armament reached the B OOK 
Bay of St. Matthew, on the coaft of Quito, , = j 
and landing at Tacamez, to the fouth of the 526 
river of Emeraulds, they beheld a country 

more champaign and fertile than any they had 

yet difcovered in the Southern Ocean, the 

natives clad in garments of woollen or cotton 

ftuff, and adorned with feveral trinkets of gold 

and filver. 


Burt, notwithftanding thofe favourable ap- 
pearances, magnified beyond the truth, both 
by the vanity of the perfons who brought the 
report from ‘Tacamez, and by the fond imagi- 
nation of thofe who liftened to them, Pizarro 
and Almagro durft not venture to invade a 
country fo populous with a handful of men 
enfeebled by fatigue and difeafes. They re- 
tired to the {mall ifland of Gallo, where Pi- 
zarro remained with part of the troops, and 
his aflociate returned to Panama, in hopes of 
bringing fuch a reinforcement as might enable 
them to take pofleflion of the opulent terri- 
torries, whofe exiftence feemed to be no longer 
doubtful’. 


Bur fome of the adventurers, lefS enter- Pizarro re- 

. . j . alled by th 
prifing, or lefs hardy than their leaders, having jovernar @f 
5 Pznama. 


» Xerez, 181. Herrera, dec. 3. lib. viii ¢. 13. 
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BOO K fecretly conveyed lamentable accounts of their 
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fufferings and loffes to their friends at Panama, 
Almagro met with an unfavourable reception 
from Pedro de los Rios, who had fucceeded 
Pedrarias in the government of that fettle- 
ment. After weighing the matter with that 
cold ceconomical prudence, which appears the 
firft of all virtues to perfons whofe limited fa- 
culties are incapable of conceiving or execute 
ing great defigns, he concluded an expedition, 
attended with fiich certain wafte of men, to be 
fo detrimental to an infant and feeble colony, 
that he not only prohibited the raifing of new 
levies, but difpatched a veffel to bring home 
Pizarro and his companions from the ifland of 
Gallo. Almagro and Luque, though deeply 
affeéted with thofe meafures, which they could 
not prevent,and durft not oppofe, found means 
of communicating their fentiments privately to 
Pizarro, and exhorted him not to relinquifh an 
enterprife that was the foundation of all their 
hopes, and the only means of re-eftablifhing 
their reputation and fortune, which were both 
on the decline. Pizarro’s mind, bent with 
inflexible obftinacy on all its purpofes, needed - 
no incentive to perfift in the fcheme. He 
peremptorily refufed to obey the governor of 
Panama’s orders, and employed all his address 
and eloquence in perfuading his men not to 
abandon him. But the incredible calamities 

‘to 
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to which they had been expofed were flill fo 
recent in their memories, and the thoughts 
of revifiting their families and friends after a 
long abfence, rufhed with fuch joy into their 
minds, that when Pizarro drew a line upon the 
fand with his {word, permitting fuch as wifhed 
to return home to pafs over it, only thirteen of 
all the daring veterans in his fervice had reto- 
lution to remain with their commander’. 


Tuis fmall, but determined band, whofe 
names the Spanifh hiftorians record with de- 
ferved praife, as the perfons to whofe perfe- 
vering fortitude their country is indebted for 
the moft valuable of all its American poffef- 
fions, fixed their refidence in the ifland of Gor- 
gona. This, as it was farther removed from 
the coaft than Gallo, and uninhabited, they 
confidered as a more fecure retreat, where, 
unmolefted, they might wait for fupplies from 
Panama, which they trufted that the aétivity 
of their affociates would be able to procure. Al- 
magro and Luque were not inattentive or cold 
folicitors, and their inceflant importunity was 
feconded by the general voice of the colony, 
which exclaimed loudly againft the infamy of 


i Herrera, dec. 3. lib. x. ¢.2, 3. Zarate, lib.i. ¢. 2. 
Xerez, 181. Gomara Hilt. c. tog. 
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B ° 4 K expofing brave men, engaged in the public 
reds fervice, and chargeable with no error, but what 
1536 flowed from an excels of zeal and courage, to 
perith like the moft odious criminals in a defert 
ifland. Overcome by thofe entreaties and ex- 
poftulations, the governor at laft confented to 
fend a fmall veffel to their relief. But that he 
might not feem to encourage Pizarro to any 
new enterprife, he would not permit one land- 

man to embark on board of it. 


Harditips By this time, Pizarro and his companions 
heeudwrel’ Had remained five months in an ifland, infa- 
mous for the moft unhealthy climate in that 
region of America*. During all this period, 
their eyes were turned towards Panama, in 
hopes of fucour from their countrymen; but 
worn out at length with fruitlefs expeétations, 
and difpirited with fuflering hardfhips of which 
they faw no end, they, in defpair, came to a 
refolution of committing themfelves to the 
ocean on a floaty rather than continue in that 
deteftable abode. But, on the arrival of the 
veffel from Panama, they were tranfported with 
fuch joy, that all their fufferings were forgot- 
ten. Their hopes revived, and, with a rapid 
tranfition, not unnatural among men accuf- 
tomed by their mode of life to fudden viciffi- 


© See NOTE XII. 
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tudes of fortune, high confidence fucceeding 
to extreme dejeétion, Pizarro eafily induced 
not only his own followers, but the crew of 
the veffel from Panama, to refiime his former 
fcheme with frefh ardour. Inftead of return- 
ing to Panama, they ftood towards the fouth- 
eaft, and more fortunate in this than in any 
of their paft efforts, they, on the twentieth day 
after their departure from Gorgona, difcovered 
the coaft of Peru. After touching at feveral 
villages near the fhore, which they found to be 
no wife inviting, they Janded at Tumbez, a 
place of fome note, about three degrees fouth 
of the line, diftinguifhed for its ftately temple, 
and a palace of the Zncas or fovereigns of the 
country’. There the Spaniards feafted their 
eyes with the firft view of the opulence and 
civilization of the Peruvian empire. ‘They 
beheld a country fully peopled, and cultivated 
with an appearance of regular induftry ; the 
natives decently clothed, and poffeffed of in- 
genuity fo far furpafling the other inhabitants 
of the New World, as to have the ufe of tame 
domeftic animals. But what chiefly attracted 
their notice, was fuch a fhow of gold and filver, 
not only in the ornaments of their perfons and 
temples, but in feveral veffels and utenfils for 


1 Calancha, p.103- 
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common ufe, formed of thofe precious metals, 
as left no room to doubt that they abounded 
with profufion in the country. Pizarro and 
his companions feemed now to have attained 
to the completion of their moft fanguine hopes, 
and fancied that all their wifhes and dreams 
of rich domains, and inexhauftible treafures, 
would foon be realized. 


Bur with the flender force then under his 
command, Pizarro could only view the rich 
country of which he hoped hereafter to obtain 
poffeflion. He ranged, however, for fome 
time along the coaft, maintaining everywhere 
a peaceable intercourfe with the natives, no 
lefs aftonifhed at their new vifitants, than the 


. Spaniards were with the uniform appearance 


3527. 


of opulence and cultivation which they beheld. 
Having explored the country as far as was re- 
quifite to afcertain the importance of the dif- 
covery, Pizarro procured from the inhabitants 
fome of their Liamas or tame cattle, to which 
the Spaniards gave the name of fheep, fome 
veffels of gold and filver, as well as fome fpe- 
cimens of their other works of ingenuity, and 
two young men, whom he propofed to inftruét 
in the Caftilian language, that they might ferve 
as interpreters in the expedition which he medi- 
tated. Withthefe hearrived at Panama,towards 

the 
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the clofe of the third year from the time of 
his departure thence™. No adventurer of the 
age fuffered hardfhips or encountered dangers 
which equal thofe to which he was expofed 
during this long period. The patience with 
which he endured the one, and the fortitude 
with which he furmounted the other, exceed 
whatever is recorded in the hiftory of the New 
World, where fo many romantic difplays of 
thofe virtues occur, 


Nerruer the fplendid relation that Pizarro 


gave of the incredible opulence of the coun- }y 


try which he had difcovered, nor his bitter 
complaints on account of that unfeafonable 
‘recal of his forces, which had put it out of his 
power to attempt making any fettlement there, 
could move the governor of Panama to fwerve 
from his former plan of conduét. He ftill 
contended, that the calony was not in a con- 
dition to invade fuch a mighty empire, and 
refufed to authorife an expedition which he 
forefaw would be fo alluring that it might 
ruin the province in which he prefided, by an 
effort beyond its ftrength, His coldnefs, 
‘however, did not in any degree abate the 


-™ Herrera, dec. 3. lib.x. c.3—6. dec. 4. lib.ii. ¢. 7, 8. 
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ardour of the threeaffociates; but they perceived 
that they could not carry their f{cheme into 
execution without the countenance of fupe- 
rior authority, and mutt folicit their fovereign 


to grant that permiffion which they could not 


Pizarro fent 
to Spain to 
negociate, 


extort from his delegate. With this view, 
after adjufting among themfelves, that Pizarro 
fhould claim the ftation of governor, Alma- 
gro that of lieutenant-governor, and Luque 
the dignity of bifhop in the country which 
they purpofed to conquer, they fent Pizarro 
as their agent to Spain, though their fortunes 
were now fo much exhaufted by the repeated 
efforts which they had made, that they found 
fome difficulty in borrowing the fmall fum 
requifite towards equipping him for the voy- 
age". 


Pizarro loft no .time in repairing to court, 
and new as the feene might be to him, he 
appeared before the Emperor with the unem- 
barraffed dignity of a man confcious of what 
his fervices merited; and he conduéted his ne: 
gociations with an infinuating-dexterity of ad- 
drefs, which could not have been expeéted 
either from his education or former habits of 
life. His feeling defcription of his own fuf- 
ferings, and his pompous account of the coun- 


® Herrera, dec. 4. lib, iii. c.1. Vega, 2. libsi. c. 14, 
8 try 
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try which he had difcovered, confirmed by the 

fpecimens of its productions which he exhi- 
‘bited, made fuch an impreffion both on Charles 
and his minifters, that they not only approved 
of the intended expedition, but feemed to be 
interefted in the fuccefs of its leader. Pre. 

fuming on thofe difpofitions in his favour, Pi- 
zarro paid little attention to the intereft of his 
affociates. As the pretenfions of Luque did 

not interfere with his own, he obtained for 

him the ecclefiaftical dignity to which he af- 

pired. For Almagro, he claimed only the com- 
mand of the fortrefs which fhould be ereéted 

at Tumbez. To himfelf he fecured whatever 

his boundlefs ambition could defire. He was 
appointed governor, captain-general, and ade- 

lantado of all the country which he had difco- 

vered, and hoped to conquer, with fupreme 

authority, civil aswell as military; and with 

full right to all the privileges and emoluments 

ufually granted to adventurers in the New 

World. His jurifdiétion was declaredto extend 

two hundred leagues along the coaft to the 

fouth of the river St.Jago; to be independent 

of the governor of Panama; and he had power 

to nominate all the officers who were to ferve 

under him. In return for thofe conceffions, 

which coft the court of Spain nothing, as the 

enjoyment of them depended upon the fuccefs 

14 of 


119 


BOOK 
VI. 


3528. 


Negleéts 
his affo- 
ciates. 


July 26. 
and procures 
the fupreme 
command 
to himfelf, 


320 


BOOK 
Vi. 
en aed 
3528. 


Slender 
force he was 
able to raife. 


1529. 


HISTORY OF AMERICA. 


of Pizarro’sown efforts, he engaged to raife two 
hundred and fifty men, and to provide the 
fhips,arms, and warlike flores requifite towards 
fubjeéting to the crown of Caftile the country 
of which the government was allotted him, 

InconstDERABLE as the body of men was 
which Pizarro had undertaken to raife, his 
funds and credit were fo Jow that he could 
hardly complete half the number; and 
after obtaining his patents from the crown, 
he was obliged to fteal privately out of the 
port of Seville, in order to elude the fcrutiny 
of the officers who had it in charge to ex- 
amine, whether he had fulfilled the ftipulations 
in his contraét°®, Before his departure, how- 
ever, he received fome fupply of money from 
Cortes, who having returned to Spain about 
this time, was willing to contribute his aid 
towards enabling an ancient companion, 
with whofe talents and courage he was well 
acquainted, to begin a career of glory fimilar 
to that which he himfelf had finithed?, . 


Ir landed at Nombre de Dios, and marched 
acrofs the ifthmus to Panama, accompanied by 
his three brothers Ferdinand, Juan, and Gon- 


® Herrera, dec. 4. lib. vii, C9, P Ibid. lib. vil, c.10, 
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zalo, of whom the firft was born in lawful wed- B 0 OK 
lock, the twolatter, like himfelf, were of illegiti- is a 
mate birth, and by Francifco de Alcantara,his 45?” 
mother’s brother. They were al] in the prime 

of life, and of fuch abilities and courage, as 

fitted them to take a diftinguifhed part in his 
fubfequent tranfactions, 


Ow his arrival at Panama, Pizarro found ae 
Almagro fo much exafperated at the manner <svon 
in which he had conduéted his negociation, mw. 
_ that he not only refufed to aét any longer in 
concert with a man by whofe perfidy he had 
been excluded from the power and honours to 
which he had a juft claim, but laboured to 
form a new affociation, in order to thwart or 
to rival his former confederate in his dif- 
coveries. Pizarro, however, had more wifdom 
and addrefs than to fuffer a rupture fo fatal to 
all his fchemes, to become irreparable. By 
offering voluntarily to relinquifh the office of 
adelantado, and promifing to concur in fo- 
liciting that title, with an independent go- 
vernment, for Almagro, he gradually miti- 
gated the rage of an open-hearted foldier, which 
had been violent, but was not implacable. 
Luque, highly fatisfied with having been fue- 
cefsful in all his own pretenfions, cordially 
feconded Pizarro’s endeavours. A reconci- 
liation was effected, and the confederacy re- 
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newed on its original terms, that the enter- 
prize fhould be carried on at the common 
expence of the affociates, and the profits ac- 
cruing from it fhould be equally divided 
among them‘, 


Even after their re-union, and the utmoft 
efforts of their intereft, three fmall veffels, 
with a hundred and eighty foldiers, thirty-fix 
of whom were horfemen, compofed the arma- 
ment which they were able to fit out. But 
the aftonifhing progrefs of the Spaniards in 
America had infpired them with fuch ideas of 
their own fuperiority, that Pizarro did not 
hefitate to fail with this contemptible force to 
invade a great empire. Almagro was left at 
Panama, as formerly, to follow him with what 
reinforcement of men he fhould be able to 
mufter. As the feafon for embarking was 
properly chofen, and the courfe of navigation 
between Panama and Peru was now better 
known, Pizarro completed the voyage in 
thirteen days; though, by the force of the 
winds and currents, he was carried above a 
hundred leagues to the north of Tumbez, the 
place of his deftination, and obliged to land 
his troops in the bay of St. Matthew. Withe 


% Herrera, dec. 4. lib, vii. co 9- Zarate; libs. c. 3. 
Vega, a. lb. i. c. 14. 
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out lofing a moment, he began to advance to- BOO K 
wards the fouth, taking care, however, not to 
depart far from the fea-fhore, both that he +53 
might eafily effect a junétion with the fupplies 
which he expeéted from Panama, and fecure 
a retreat in cafe of any difafter, by keeping 
as near as poflible to his fhips. But as the 
country in feveral parts on the coaft of Peru 
is barren, unhealthful, and thinly peopled; as 
the Spaniards had to paf’ all the rivers near 
their mouth, where the body of water is 
greateft, and as the imprudence of Pizarro, 
in attacking the natives when he fhould have 
ftudied to gain their confidence, had forced 
them to abandon their habitations; famine, 
fatigue, and difeafes of various kinds, brought 
upon him and his followers calamities hardly 
anferior to thofe which they had endured in 
their former expedition. What they now ex- 
perienced correfponded fo ill with the alluring 
defcription of the country given by Pizarro, that 
many began to reproach him, and every foldier 
muft have become cold to the fervice, if even 
in this unfertile region of Peru they had not 
met with fome appearances of wealth and 
cultivation, which feemed to juftify the report 
of their leader. At length they reached the A"! 
province of Coaque; and, having furprized 
the principal fettlement of the natives, they 
feized their veffels and ornaments of gold and 
. filver, 
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BO OX filver, to the amount of thirty thoufand pefos, 
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with other booty of fuch value, as difpelled 
all their doubts, and infpired the moft de- 
{ponding with fanguine hopes". 


Pizarro himfelf was fo much delighted with 
this rich fpoil, which he confidered as the firft 
fruits of a land abounding with treafure, that 
he inftantly difpatched one of his fhips to 
Panama with a large remittance to Almagro ; 
and another to Nicaragua with a confiderable 
fum to feveral perfons of influence in that pro- 
vince, in hopes of alluring adventurers, by this 
early difplay of the wealth which he had ac- 
quired. Meanwhile, he continued his march 
along the coaft, and difdaining to employ any 
means of reducing the natives but force, he 
attacked them with fuch violence in their {cat- 
tered habitations, as compelled them either to 
retire into the interior country, or to fubmit 
to his yoke. ‘This fudden appearance of in- 
vaders, whofe afpeét and manners were fo 
flrange, and whofe power feemed to be fo ir- 
reftible, made the fame dreadful impreffion as 
in other partsof America. Pizarro hardly met 
with refiftance until he attacked the ifland of 
Puna in the bay of Guayquil. As that was 
better peopled than the country through which 


* Herrera, dec. 4. lib. vii. ¢. 9. lib, ii. c.i. Xerez, 182, 
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he had paffed, and its inhabitants fiercer BOOK 
and lefs civilized than thofe of the continent, ea 


they defended themfelves with fuch obftinate 
valour, that Pizarro fpent fix months in re- 
ducing them to fubjeétion. From Puna he 
proceeded to Tumbez, where the diftempers 
which raged among his men compelled him 
to remain for three months’. 

Wu1tt he was thus employed, he began to 
reap advantage from his attention to fpread 
the fame of his firft fuccefs to Coaque. Two 
different detachments arrived from Nicaragua, 
which, though neither exceeded thirty men, 
he confidered as a reinforcement of great 
confequence to his feeble band, efpecially~es 
the one was under the command of Sebatftian 
Benalcazar, and the other of Hernando Soto, 
officers not inferior in merit and reputation 
to any who had ferved in America. From 
Tumbez he proceeded to the river Piura, and 
in an advantageous ftation near the mouth of 
it, he eftablifhed the firft Spanifh colony 
in Peru; to which he gave the name of 
St. Michael. 


_* P. Sancho ap. Ramuf. iii. p. 371. F. Herrera, dec. 4. 
hb. vii. c. 18. lib. ix. c.i. Zarate, lib. ii, c.2, 3. Xerez, 
Pp: 1849 &c. 
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As Pizarro continued to advance towards 
the centre of the Peruvian empire, he gradu- 
ally received more full information concerning 
its extent and policy, as well as the fituation 
of its affairs at that juncture. Without fome 
knowledge of thefe, he could not have don- 
duéted his operations with propriety; and 
without a fuitable attention to them, it is im- 
poflible to account for the progrefs which the 
Spaniards had already made, or to unfold the 
caufes of their fubfequent fuccefs. 


At the time when the Spaniards invaded 
Peru, the dominions of its fovereigns extended 
in length from north to fouth, above fifteen 
hudred miles along the Pacific ocean. Its 
breadth, from eaft to weft, was much lefs con- 
fiderable; being uniformly bounded by the 
vaft ridge of the Andes, ftretching from its 
one extremity to the other. Peru, like the 
reft of the New World, was originally pof ~ 
fefled by fmall independent tribes, differing 
from each other in manners, and in their 
forms of rude policy. All, however, were 
fo little civilized, that, if the traditions con- 
cerning their mode of life, preferved among 
their defcendants, deferve credit, they muft 
be claffed among the moft unimproved fa- 
vages of America. Strangers to every fpecies 

of 
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of cultivation or regular induftry, without BOOK | 
any fixed refidence, and. unacquainted with , 3 
thofe fentiments and obligations which form 153% 
the firft bonds of focial union, they are faid 

to have roamed about naked in the forefts, 

with which the country was then covered, 

more like wild beafts than like men. After 

they had ftruggled for feveral ages with the 
hardthips and calamities which are inevitable 

in fuch a ftate, and when no circumflance 
feemed to indicate the approach of any un- 
common effort towards improvement, we are 

told that there appeared, on the banks of the 

lake Titiaca, a man and woman of majeftic 
form, clothed in decent garments. They de- 
clared themfelves to be children of the Sun, 

fent by their beneficent parent, who beheld 

with pity the miferies of the human race, to 
inftruét and to reclaim them. At their per- 
fuation, enforced by reverence for the divinity 

in whofe name they were fuppofed to fpeak, 
feveral of the difperfed favages united toge- 

ther, and receiving their commands as hea- 
venly injunétions, followed them to Cuzco, 
where they fettled, and began to lay the 
foundations of a city. 


Manco Capac and Mama Ocollo, for fuch 
were the names of thofe extraordinary perfon- 


ages, 
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BOOK ages, having thus colleéted fome wandering 
gor tribes, formed that focial union, which, by 


1532 


multiplying the defires, and uniting the ef: 
forts of the human fpecies, excites induftry, 
and leads to improvement. Manco Capac 
inftruéted the men in agriculture, and other 
ufeful arts. Mama Ocollo taught the women 
to {pin and to weave. By the labour of the 
one fex, fubfiftence became lefs precarious; 


by that of the other, life was rendered more 


comfortable. After fecuring the objeéts of 
firft neceffity in an infant ftate, by providing 
food, raiment, and habitations, for the rude 
people of whom he took charge, Manco Capac 
turned his attention towards introducing fuch 
laws and policy as might perpetuate their hap- 
pinefs. By his inftitutions, which fhall be 
more particularly explained hereafter, the 
various relations in private life were eftab- 
lifhed, and the duties refulting from them 
preferibed with fuch propriety, as gradually 
formed a barbarous people to decency of 
manners. In public adminiftration, the func- 
tions of perfons in authority were fo precifely 
defined, and the fubordination of thofe under 
their jurifdiétion maintained with fuch a fteady 
hand, that the fociety in which he prefided, 
foon aflumed the afpeét of a regular and well- 
governed ftate. 

Tuvs, 
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Tuus, according to the Indian tradition,was BOOK 
founded the empire of the Zncas or Lords of —‘"_, 
Peru. At firft its extent was finall. Theter- 153+ 
ritory of Manco Capac did not reach above 
eight leagues from Cuzco. But within its nar- 
row precinéts he exercifed abfolute and un- 
controlled authority. His fucceffors, as their 
dominions extended, arrogated a fimilar jurif- 
diétion over the new fubjeéts which they 
acquired ; the defpotifm of Afia was not more 
complete. The Incas were not only obeyed 
as monarchs, but revered as divinities. Their 
blood was held to be facred, and, by prohibit- 
ing intermarriages with the people, was never 
contaminated by mixing with that of any other 
race.’ The family, thus feparated from the 
reft of the nation, was diftinguifhed by pecu- 
liarities in drefs and ornaments, which it was 
unlawful for others to aflume. The monarch 
himfelf appeared with enfigns of royalty re- 
ferved for him alone ; and received from his 
fubjeéts marks of obfequious homage and 
refpeét,which approached almoft to adoration. 


Bur, among the Peruvians, this unbounded 
power of their monarchs feems to have been 
uniformly accompanied with attention to the 
good of their fubjeéts. It was not the rage of 
conqueft, if we may believe the accounts of 

“VOLs Hl. K their 
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BO OK their countrymen, that prompted the Incas to 
- , extend their dominions, but the defire of dif- 


1532. 


fufing the bleflings of civilization, and the 
knowledge of the arts which they poffeffed, 
among the barbarous people whom they re- 
duced. During a fucceflion of twelve mo- 
narchs, it is faid that not one deviated from 
this beneficent character‘. 


Wuew the Spaniards firft vifited the coaft-of 
Peru, in the year one thoufand five hundred 
and twenty-fix, Huana Capac, the twelfth 
monarch from the founder of the ftate, was 
feated on the throne. He is reprefented as a 
prince diftinguifhed not only for the pacific 
virtues peculiar to the race, but eminent for 
his martial talents. By his viétorious arms the 
kingdom of Quito was fubjeéted, a conqueft 
of fuch extent and importance as almoft dou. ° 
bled the power of the Peruvian empire. He 
was fond of refiding in the capital of that 
valuable province, which he had added to his 
dominions; and, notwithftanding the ancient 
and fundamental law of the monarchy againft 
polluting the royal blood by any foreign al- 
liance, he married the daughter of the van- 
quifhed monarch of Quito. She bore him a 
fon named Atahualpa, whom, on his death at 


* Cieca de Leon, Chron. c. 44. Herrera, dec. 3. lib..x. 
C4, dec. 5. lib. iii, c.17. 
Quito, 
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Quito, which feems to have happened about BO 0 K 
the year one thoufand five hundredandtwenty- , Se 
nine, he appointed his fucceffor in that king. "537. 
dom, leaving the reft of his dominions to. 
Huafcar, his eldeft fon, by another of the royal 

race. Greatly as the Peruvians revered the 
memory of a monarch who had reigned with 
greater reputation and fplendour than any of 

his predeceffors, the deftination of Huana 
Capac concerning the fucceflion, appeared fo 
repugnant to a maxim coéval with the empire, 

and founded on authority deemed facred, that 

it was no fooner known at Cuzco than it ex- 

cited general difguft. Encouraged by thofe 
fentiments of his fubjeéts, Huafcar required 

his brother to renounce the government of 
Quito, and to acknowledge him as his lawful 
fuperior. But it had been the firft care of 
Atahualpa to gain a large body of troops which 

had accompanied his father to Quito. Thefe 

were the flower of the Peruvian warriors, to 
whofe valour Huana Capac had been indebted 

for all his victories. Relying on their fupport, 
Atahualpa firft eluded his brother’s demand, 

and then marched againft him in hoftile array. 


Tuus the ambition of two young men, the 
title of the one founded on ancient ufage, and 
that of the other afferted by the veteran troops, 

K2 involved 
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80 O K involved Peru in civil war, a calamityto which, 
VI. under a fucceflion of virtuous princes, it had 
x32. hitherto been a ftranger. In fuch a conteft 

the iffue was obvious. The force of arms 
triumphed over the authority of laws. Ata- 
hualpa remained viétorious, and made a cruel 
ufe of his victory. Confcious of the defeét in 
his own title to the crown, he attempted to 
exterminate the royal race, by putting to death 
all the children of the Sun defcended from 
Manco Capac, whom he could feize either by 
force or ftratagem. From a political motive, 
the life of his unfortunate rival Huafcar, who 
had been taken prifoner in a battle which 
decided the fate of the empire, was prolonged 
for fome time, that by iffuing orders in his 
name, the ufurper might more eafily eftablifh 
his own authority “. 


soeentle Wuen Pizarro landed in the bay of St. Mat- 
res of thew, this civil war raged between the two 
Pizarro. ove . 
brothers in its greateft fury. Had he made any 
hoftile attempt in his former vifit to Peru in the 
year one thoufand five hundred and twenty- 
feven, he muft then have encountered the force 
of a powerful ftate, united under a monarch, 
potfefled of capacity as well as courage, and 
“ Zarate, libi. c.15. Vega, 1. lib. ix. e. 12 and 32— 
40. Herrera, dec. 5. lib.i. c. 2. libsiii, c. 17. 
uneni- 
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unembarraffed with any care that could divert BooK 
him from oppofing his progrefs. But at this _ ¥% 
time, thetwocompetitors, thoughthey received — 1532. 
early accounts of the arrival and violent pro- 
ceedings of the Spaniards, were fo intent upon 

the operations of a war, which they deemed 

more interefting, that they paid no attention 

to the motions of an enemy, too inconfiderable 

in number to excite any great alarm, and to 
whom, it would be eafy, as they imagined, to 

give a check when more at leifure. 


By this fortunate coincidence of events, He avails ' 
whereof Pizarro could have no forefight, and of andadvances. 
which, from his defeétive mode of intercourfe 
with the people of the country, he remained 
long ignorant, he was permitted to carry on his 
operations unmolefted, and advanced to the 
centre of a great empire before one effort ofits 
power was exerted to ftop his career. During 
their progrefs, the Spaniards had acquired fome 
“imperfect knowledge of this ftruggle between 
the twocontending factions. Thefirftcomplete 
information with refpeét to it, they received 
from meflengers whom Huafcar fent to Pizarro, 
in order to folicit his aid againft Atahualpa, 
whom he reprefented asa rebelandan ufurper™. 

Pizarro perceived at once the importance of 


. W Zarate, lib. ii. c.3. 
K 3 this 
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BO OX this intelligence, and forefaw fo clearly all the 


Vi. 


1532. 


State of his 
forces. 


advantages which might be derived from this 
divided ftate of the kingdom, which he had in- 
vaded, that without waiting for the reinforce- 
ment which he expeéted from Panama, he 
determined to pufh forward, while inteftine 
difcord put it out of the power of the Peru- 
vians to attack him with their whole force, and 
while, by taking part, as circumftances fhould 
incline him, with one of the competitors, he 
might be enabled with greater eafe to crufh 
both. Enterprifing as the Spaniards of that 
age were in all their operations againft Ameri- 
cans, and diftinguifhed as Pizarro was among 
his countrymen for daring courage, we can 
hardly fuppofe, that after having proceeded 
hitherto flowly, and with much caution, he 
would have changed at once his fyftem of 
operation, and have ventured upon a meafure 
fo hazardous, without fome new motive or 
profpect to juftify it. 


As he was obliged to divide his troops, in 
order to leave a garrifon in St. Michael, fuf- 
ficent to defend a ftation of equal importance 
as a place of retreat in cafe of any difafter, and. 
as a port for receiving any, fupplies which 
fhould come from Panama, hé began his march 
with a very flender and ill-accoutred train of 
followers. They confifted of fixty-two horfe- 

men, 
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men *, and a hundred and two foot-foldiers, of BO OK 
‘ VI. 

whom twenty were armed with crofs-bows, and —~— 

three with mufkets. He direéted his courfe *53* 

towards Caxamalca, a {mall town at the dif 

tance of twelve days march from St. Michael, 

where Atahualpa was encamped with a con- 

fiderable body of troops. Before he had pro- 

ceeded far, an officer difpatched by the Inca 

met him with a valuable prefent from that 

prince, accompanied with a proffer of his alli- 

ance, and affurances of a friendly reception at 

Caxamalca. Pizarro, according to the ufual 

attifice of his countrymen in America, pre- 

tended to come as the ambaflador of a very 

, powerful monarch, and declared that he was 

now advancing with an intention to offer 

Atahualpha his aid againft thofe enemies who 

difputed his title to the throne ’. 


As the objeét of the Spaniards in entering: téess of the 
their country was altogether incomprehenfible eathiocadl 
to the Peruvians, they had formed various con. ‘* “e%en= 
jectures concerning it, without being able to 
decide whether they fhould confider their new 
guefts as beings of a fuperior nature, who had 


vifited them from fome beneficent motive, or as 


* See NOTE XIII. 
1 Herrera, dec. 5. lib. i. c.3. Kerez, p. 189. 


K4 formidable 
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B OO K formidable avengers of their crimes and ene- 


ee 
1532. 


mies to their repofe and liberty. The con- 
tinual profeffions of the Spaniards, that they 
came to enlighten them with the knowledge 
of truth, and lead them in the way of happi- 
nefs, favoured the former opinion ; the out- 
rages which they committed, their rapaciouf- 
nefs and cruelty, were awful confirmations of 
the latter. While in this ftate of uncertainty, 
Pizarro’s declaration of his pacific intentions 
fo far removed all the Inca’s fears, that he 
determined to give him a friendly reception. 
In confequence of this refolution, the Spa- 
niards were allowed to march in tranquillity 
acrofs the fandy defert between St. Michael 
and Motupé, where the moft feeble effort of 
an enemy, added to the unavoidable diftreffes 
which they fuffered in pafling through that 
comfortlefs region, muft have proved fatal to 
them *. From Motupé they advanced towards 
the mountains which encompafled the low 
country of Peru, and paffed through a defile 
fo narrow and inacceflible, that a few men 
might have defended it againft a numerous 
army. But here likewife, from the fame incon- 
fiderate credulity of the Inca, the Spaniards 
met with no oppofition, and took quiet pof- 
feflion of a fort ereéted for the fecurity of that 


See NOTE XIV. 
important 
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important ftation. As they now approached 
near to Caxamalca, Atahualpa renewed his 
profeffions of friendthip; and as an evidence of 
their fincerity, fent them prefents of greater 
value than the former. 


On entering Caxamalca, Pizarro took pof- 
feflion of a large court, on one fide of which 
was a houfe which the Spanifh hiftorians call a 
palace of the Inca, and on the other a temple of 
the Sun, the whole furrounded with a ftrong 
rampart or wall of earth. When he had pofted 
his troops in this advantageous ftation, he dif- 
patched his brother Ferdinand and Hernando 
Soto to the camp of Atahualpa, which was 
about a league diftant from the town. He 
inftruéted them to confirm the declaration 
which he had formerly made of his pacific 
difpofition, and to defire an interview with the 
Inca, that he might explain more fully the in- 
tention of the Spaniards in vifiting his country. 
They were treated with all the refpeétful 
hofpitality ufual among the Peruvians in the 
reception of their moft cordial friends, and 
Atahualpa promifed to vifit the Spanifh com- 
mander next day in his quarters. The decent 
deportment of the Peruvian monarch, the 
order of his court, and the reverence with 
which his fubjeéts approached his perfon 

and 


a7 
BOOK 


—ee 
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Arrive st 
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BO OK and obeyed his commands, aftonifhed thofe 
__‘"_, Spaniards, who had never met in America with 
153% any thing more dignified than the petty cazique 
of a barbarous tribe. But their eyes were ftill 
powerfully attraéted by the vaft profufion of 
wealth which they obferved in the Inca’s camp. 
The rich ornaments worn by him and his 
attendants, the veffels of gold and filver in 
which the repaft offered to them was ferved up, 
the multitude of utenfils of every kind formed 
of thofe precious metals, opened profpects far 
exceeding any idea of opulence that an Euro- 

pean of the fixteenth century could form, 


Perfdiou On their return to Caxamalca, while their 
Pizarn. minds were yet warm with admiration and 
defire of the wealth which they had beheld, 

they gave fuch a defcription of it to their 
countrymen, as confirmed Pizarro in a refolu- 

tion which he had already taken. From his 

own obfervation of American manners during 

his long fervice in the New World, as well as 

from the advantages which Cortes had derived 

from feizing Montezuma, he knew of what 
confequence it was to have the Inca in his 

power. For this purpofe, he formed a plan as- 

daring as it was perfidious. Notwithftanding 

: the charaéter that he had affumed of an ambaf- 
fador from a powerful monarch, who courted 

an 
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an alliance with the Inca, and in violation BOOK 
of the repeated offers which he had made to __*_, 
him of his own friendfhip and afliftance, he 53+ 
determined to avail himfelf of the unfufpicious 
fimplicity with which Atahualpa relied on his 
profeflions, and to feize the perfon of the Inca 
during the interview to which he had invited 

him. He prepared for the execution of his 
{cheme with the fame deliberate arrangement, 

and with as little compunétion, as if it had 

- reflected no difgrace on himfelf or his country. 

He divided his cavalry into three {mall 
fquadrons, under the command of his brother 
Ferdinand, Soto, and Benalcazar ; his infantry 

were formed in one body, except twenty of moft 

tried courage, whom he kept near his own 
perfon to fupport him in the dangerous fervice 
which he referved for himfelf; the artillery, 
confifting of two field-pieces*, and the crofs- 
bowmen, were placed oppofite to the avenue by 
which Atahualpa was to approach. All were 
commanded to keep within the fquare, and not 

to move until the fignal for aétion was given. 


Eary in the morning the Peruvian camp Fined bp 
was all in motion. But as Atahualpa was the Ince 
folicitous to appear with the greateft fplendour 


and magnificence in his firft interview with 


4 Xerez, p. 194. 
the 
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BOOK the ftrangers, the preparations for this were 


VI. 


a 


1$32. 


Strange ha- 
rangue of 
father Val- 
verde, 


fo tedious, that the day was far advanced 
before he began his march. Even then, left 
the order of the proceflion fhould be deranged, 
he moved fo flowly, that the Spaniards became 
impatient, and apprehenfive that fome fufpi- 
cion of their intention might be the canfe of 
this delay. In order to remove this Pizarro 
difpatched one of his officers with frefh af- 
furances of his friendly difpofition. At length 
the Inca approached. Firft of all appeared 
four hundred men, in an uniform drefs, as 
harbingers to clear the way before him. He 
himfelf, fitting on a throne or couch adorned 
with. plumes of various colours, and almoft 
covered with plates of gold and filver enriched 
with precious ftones, was carried on the 
fhoulders of his principal attendants. Behind 
him came fome chief officers of his court, 
carried in the fame manner. Several bands of 
fingersand dancersaccompanied this cavalcade; 
and the whole plain was covered with troops, 
amounting to more than thirty thoufand men. 


As the Inca drew near the Spanifh quarters, 
father Vincent Valverde, chaplain to the expe- 
dition, advanced with a crucifix in one hand, 
and a breviary in the other, and in a long 
difcourfe explained to him the doétrine of the 


creation, the fall of Adam, the incarnation, the 
fufferings 


HISTORY OF AMERICA. 141 


fufferings and refurreétion of Jefus Chrift, the BO OK 
appointment of St. Peter as God’s vicegerent _ "_, 
on earth, the tranfmiflion of his apoftolic power 53 

_ by fucceffion to the Popes, the donation made 

to the King of Caftile by Pope Alexander of 

all the regions of the New World. In confe- 

quence of all this, he required Atahualpa to 
embrace the Chriftian faith, to acknowledge 

the fupreme jurifdiction of the Pope, and to 

fubmit to the King of Caftile as his lawful fo- 
vereign; promifing, if he complied inftantly 

with this requifition, that the Caftilian mo- 

narch would proteét his dominions, and per- 

mit him to continue in the exercife of his 

royal authority; but if he fhould impioufly 

refufe to obey this fummons, he denounced 

war againft him in his mafter’s name, and 
threatened him with the moft dreadful effects 

of his vengeance. 


Tuts ftrange harangue, unfolding deep myf- Reply ofthe 
teries, and alluding to unknown faéts, of which ““” 
no power of eloquence could have conveyed at 
once a diftinét idea to an American, was fo 
lamely tranflated by an unfkilful interpreter, 
little acquainted with the idiom of the Spanifh 
tongue, and incapable of exprefling himfelf 
with propriety in the language of the Inca, 
that. it’s general tenor was altogether incom- 
> af tat prehen- 
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800 K prehenfible to Atahualpa. Some parts in it, 
VI. 


1532 


of more obvious meaning, filled him with afto- 
nifhment and indignation. His reply, how- 
ever, was temperate. He began with ob- 
ferving, that he was lord of the dominions 
over which he reigned by hereditary fuccef- 
fion ; and added, that he could not conceive 
how a foreign prieft fhould pretend to difpofe 
of territories which did not belong to him; 
that if fuch a prepofterous grant had been 
made, he, who was the rightful poffeffor, re- 
futed to confirm it ; that he had no inclination 
to renounce the religious inftitutions eftab- 
lifhed by his anceftors ; nor would he forfake 
the fervice of the Sun, the immortal divinity 
whom he and his people revered, in order to 
worfhip the God of the Spaniards, who was 
fubjeét to death; that with refpeé to other 
matters contained in his difcourfe, as he had 
never heard of them before, and did not now 
underftand their meaning, he defired to know 
where the prieft had learned things fo extra- 
ordinary. “ In this book,” anfwered Val- 
verde, reaching out to him his breviary. The 
Inca opened it eagerly, and turning over the 
leaves, lifted it to his ear: ‘¢ This,’”’ fays he, 
** is filent ; it tells me nothing ;” and threw 
it with difdain to the ground. The enraged 
monk, running towards his countrymen, cried 

rit out, 
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out, * To arms, Chriftians, to arms; the word BOOK 
of God is infulted ; avenge this profanation on , lt 
thofe impious dogs °.’’ 1532. 


Pizarro, who, during this long conference, izarro a- 
had with difficulty reftrained his foldiers, eager see 
to feize the rich fpoils of which they had now 
fo neara view, immediately gave the fignal of 
affault. At once the martial mufic ftruck up, 
the cannon and mufkets began to fire, the 
horfe fallied out fiercely to the charge, the 
infantry rufhed on fword in hand. The Pe- 
ruvians aftonifhed at the fuddennefs of an 
‘attack which they did not expeét, and dif- 
mayed with the deftruétive effect of the fire- 
arms, and the irrefiftible impreffion of the 
cavalry, fled with univerfal confternation on 
every fide, without attempting either to annoy 
the enemy, or to defend themfelves. Pizarro, 
at the head of his chofen band, advanced 
direétly towards the Inca; and though his 
nobles crowded around him with officious 
zeal, and fell in numbers at his feet, while 
they vied one with another in facrificing their 
own lives, that they might cover the facred 
perfon of their fovereign, the Spaniards foon 
penetrated to the royal feat; and Pizarro snd cise: 
feizing the Inca by the arm, dragged him to “*""" 


b See NOTE XV- 
the 
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BO OK the ground, and carried him as a prifoner to his 
VI, quarters. The fate of the monarch increafed 
153% the precipitate flight of his followers. The 

Spaniards purfued them towards every quarter, 
and with deliberate and unrelenting barbarity 
continued to flaughter wretched fugitives, who 
never once offered to refift. ‘The carnage did 
not ceafe until the clofe of day. Above four 
thoufand Peruvians were killed. Not a fingle 
Spaniard fell, nor was one wounded but Pi- 
zarro himfelf, whofe hand was flightly hurt 
by one of his own foldiers, while ftruggling 
eagerly to lay hold on the Inca‘. 


Tue plunder of the field was rich beyond 
any idea which the Spaniards had yet formed 
concerning the wealth of Peru, and they were 
fo tranfported with the value of the acquifition, 
as well as the greatnefs of their fuccefs, that 
they paiied the night in the extravagant exult- 
ation natural to indigent adventurers on fuch 
an extraordinary change of fortune. 


Dejection of — Arr firft the captive monarch could hardly 
believe a calamity which hefolittle expeéted to 
be real. But he foon felt all the mifery of his 
fate, and the dejeéction into which he funk was 
in proportion to the height of grandeur from 


©“ See NOTE XVI. 
which 
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which he had fallen. Pizarro, afraid of lofing 
all the advantages which he hoped to derive 
from the pofleffion of fuch a prifoner, la- 
boured to confole him with profeflions of kind- 
nefs and refpeét, that correfponded ill with 
his aétions. By refiding among the Spaniards, 
the Inca quickly difcovered their ruling paf- 
fion, which, indeed they were no-wife {foli- 
citous to conceal, and by applying to that, 
made an attempt to recover his liberty. He 
offered as a ranfom what aftonifhed the Spani- 
ards, even after all they now knew concerning 
the opulence of his kingdom. ‘The apartment 
in which he was confined was twenty-two 
feet in length and fixteen in breadth; he un- 
dertook to fill it with vefiels of gold as high 
as he could reach. Pizarro clofed eagerly 
with this tempting propofal, and a line was 
drawn upon the walls of the chamber, to 
mark the ftipulated height to which the trea- 
fure was to rife. 


AtanuaLpa, tranfported with having ob- 
tained fome profpeét of liberty, took meafures 
inftantly for fulfilling his part of the agree- 
ment, by fending meflengers to Cuzco, Quito, 
and other places, where gold had been amaffed 
in largeft quantities, either for adorning the 
temples of the gods, or the houfes of the Inca, 
to bring what was neceflary for completing his 

VOL. Ill. L ranfom 
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oe 
Sen aed 
153% 


The Spa- 
niards yilit 
different 
provinces, 


Almagro 
arrives with 
a reinforce. 
ment. 


December, 


hualpa was now in the cuftody of his enemies, 
yet fo much were the Peruvians accuftomed 
to refpeét every mandate iffued by their fove- 
reign, that his orders were executed with the 
greateft alacrity. Soothed with hopes of re- 
covering his liberty by this means, the fubjeéts 
of the Inca were afraid of endangering his life 
by forming any other fcheme for his relief; 
and though the force of the empire was full 
entire, no preparations were made, and mo 
army affembled to avenge their own wrongs or 
thofe of their monarch*. The Spaniards re- 
mained inCaxamalca tranquil andunmolefted, 
Small detachments of their number marched 
into remote provinces of the empire, and, in- 
ftead of meeting with any oppofition, were 
every where received with marks of the moft 
fubmiflive refpeét*. 


INCONSIDERABLE as thofe parties were, and 
defirous as Pizarro might be to obtain fome 
knowledge of the interior ftate of the country, 
he could not have ventured upon any diminut 
tion of his main body, if he had not about this 
time received an account of Almagro’s having 
Janded at St. Michael with fuch a reinforce: 
ment as would almoft double the number of 


* Xerez, 205. © See NOTE XVII. 
his 
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his followers’. The arrival of this long-ex- 
pected fuccour was not more agreeable to the 
Spaniards than alarming to the Inca, He faw 
the power of his enemies encreafe ; and ashe 
knew neither the fource whence they derived 
their fupplies, nor the means by which they 
were conveyed to Peru, he could not forefee 
to what a height the inundation that poured in 
upon his dominions might rife. While dif- 
quieted with fuch apprehenfions, he learned 
that fome Spaniards, in their way to Cuzco, 
had vifited his brother Huafcar in the place 
where he kept him confined, and that the cap- 
tive prince had reprefented to them the juftice 
of his own caufe, and as an inducement to 


efpoufe it, had promifed them a quantity of 


treafure greatly beyond that which Atahualpa 
had engaged to pay for his ranfom, If the 
Spaniards fhould liften to this propofal, Ata- 
hualpa perceived his own deftruétion to be in- 
evitable; and fufpecting that their infatiable 
thirft for gold would tempt them to lend a fa- 
vourable ear to it, he determined to facrifice 
his brother’s life, that he might fave his own ; 
and his orders for this purpofe were executed, 
like all his other commands, with ferupulons 
punctuality’, 


£ Xerez, 204. Herrera, dec, §. lib. iii. ¢,1, 2. 
® Zarate, lib. ii. c.6, Gomara Hilt. ¢.145. Herrera, 
dec. §. lib. iii, c. 2. 
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Meanwuite, Indians daily arrived at Caxa- 
malca from different parts of the kingdom, 
loaded with treafure. A great part of the fti- 
pulated quantity was now amaffed, and Ata- 
hualpa affured the Spaniards, that the only thing 
which prevented the whole from being brought 
in, was the remotenefs of the provinces. where 
it was depofited. But fuch vatt piles of gold 
prefented continually to the view of needy 
foldiers, had fo inflamed their avarice, that it 
was impoflible any longer to reftrain their im- 
patience to obtain pofletfion of this rich booty. 
Orders were given for melting down the whole, 
except fome pieces of curious fabric, referved 
asa prefent for the Emperor. After fetting 
apart the fifth due to the crown, and a hundred 
thoufand pefos as a donative to the foldiers 
which arrived with Almagro, there remained 
one million five hundred and twenty-eight 
thoufand five hundred pefos to Pizarro and 
his followers. The feftival of St. James, 
the patron faint of Spain, was the day chofen 
for the partition of this enormous fum, and 
the manner of conducting it ftrongly marks 
the ftrange alliance of fanaticifm with ava- 
rice, which I have more than once had oc- 
cafion to point out as a ftriking feature in 
the character of the conquerors of the New 
World. Though affembled to divide the fpoils 
of an innocent people, procured by deceit, 

16 extortion, 
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extortion, and cruelty, the tranfaétion began 
with a folemn invocation of the name of 
God", as if they could have expeéted the 
guidance of Heaven in diftributing thofe 
wages of iniquity. In this divifion above eight 
thoufand pefos, at that time not inferior in 
effective value to as many pounds fterling in 
the prefent century, fell to the fhare of each 
horfeman, and half that fum to each foot fol- 
dier. Pizarro himfelf, and his officers, re- 
ceived dividends in proportion to the dignity 
of their rank. 


Tuere is no example in hiftory of fuch a 
fudden acquifition of wealth by military fer- 
vice, nor was ever a fum fo great divided 
among fo {mall a number of foldiers. Many 
of them having received a recompence for 
their fervices far beyond their moft fanguine 
hopes, were fo impatient to retire from fa- 
tigue and danger, in order to fpend the re- 
mainder of their days in their native country 
in eafe and opulence, that they demanded 
their difcharge with clamorous importunity. 
Pizarro, fenfible that from fuch men he could 
expect neither enterprife in aétion nor forti- 
tude in fuffering, and perfuaded that where- 
ever they went the difplay of their riches 


b Herrera, dec. 5. lib. iii, c. 3. 
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BOOK would allure adventurers, lefs opulent, but 
pees more hardy, to his ftandard, granted their 


fuit without reluétance, and permitted above 
fixty of them to accompany his brother Fer- 
dinand, whom he fent to Spain with an ac- 
count of his fuccefs, and the prefent deftined 
for the Emperor’. 


Tue Spaniards having divided among them 
the treafure amaffed for the Inca’s ranfom, he 
infilted with them to fulfil their promife of 
fetting him at liberty. But nothing was far- 
ther from Pizarro’s thoughts. During his 
long fervice in the New World, he had imbibed 
thofe ideas and maxims of his fellow-foldiers, 
which led them to confider its inhabitants as 
an inferior race, neither worthy of the name, 
nor intitled to the rights, of men. In his com- 
pact with Atahualpa, he had no other object 
than to amufe his captive with fuch a profpeét 
of recovering his liberty, as might induce him 
to lend all the aid of’ his authority towards 
colleéting the wealth of hiskingdom. Having 
now accomplifhed this, he no longer regarded 
his plighted faith; and at the very time when 
the credulous Prince hoped to be replaced on 
his throne, he had fecretly refolved to bereave 
him of life. Many circumftances feem to have 
concurred in prompting him to this aétion, 


i Herrera, dec.5, lib.iii. c.g. Wega, p.2. lib. 1. ¢.38. 
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the moft criminal and atrocious that ftains the 
Spanifh name, amidit all the deeds of violence 
committed in carrying on the conquefl of the 
New World. 


Tuoucu Pizarro had feized the Inea, in 
imitation of Cortes’s conduct towards the 
Mexican monarch, he did not potlefs talents 
for carrying on the fame artful plan of policy. 
Deftitute of the temper and addrefs requifite 
for gaining the confidence of his prifoner, he 
never reaped all the advantages which might 
have been derived from being matter of his 
perfon and authority. Atahualpa was, indeed, 
a prince of greater abilities and difeernment 
than Montezuma, and feems to have pene- 
trated more thoroughly into the charaéter and 
intentions of the Spaniards. Mutual fufpi- 
cion and diftruft accordingly took place be- 
tweenthem. The ftrié& attention with which 
it was neceflary to guard a captive of fuch 


importance, greatly increafed the fatigue of 
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military duty. The utility of keeping him. 


appeared inconfiderable ; and Pizarro felt him 
as an incumbrance, from which he wifhed to 
be delivered“. 


Axmaero and his followers had made a de- 
mand of an equal fhare in the Inca’s ranfom ; 
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and though Pizarro had beftowed upon the 
private men the large gratuity which I have 
mentioned, and endeavoured to footh their 
leader by prefents of great value, they ftill 
continued diffatisfied. ‘They were apprehen- 
five, that as long as Atahualpa remained a 
prifoner, Pizarro’s foldiers would apply what- 
ever treafure fhould be acquired, to make up 
what was wanting of the quantity ftipulated 
for his ranfom, and under that pretext exclude 
them from any part of it. They infifted 
eagerly on putting the Inca to death, that all 
the adventurers in Peru might thereafter be 
on an equal footing’. 


Pizarro himfelf began to be alarmed 
with accounts of forces aflembling in the 
remote provinces of the empire, and fufpeéted 
Atahualpa of having iffued orders for that 
purpofe. Thefe fears and fufpicions were 
artfully increafed by Philippillo, one of the 
Indians whom Pizarro had carried off from ° 
Tumbez in the year one thoufand five hun- 
dred and twenty-feven, and whom he em. 
ployed as an interpreter. The funétion 
which he performed admitting this man to 
familiar intercourfe with the captive monarch, 
he prefumed, notwithftanding the meannefs of 


' Zarate, lib. it. c. 7. Vega, p- 2. libi.c.7. Herrera, 
dec. 5. lib. iii, c, 4. 
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his birth, to raife his affeétions to a Coya, or 
defcendant of the Sun, one of Atahualpa’s 
wives; and feeing no profpeét of gratifying 
that paflion during the lite of the monarch, he 
endeavoured to fill the ears of the Spaniards 
with fuch accounts of the Inca’s fecret defigns 
and preparations, as might awaken their jea- 
loufy, and incite them to cut him off. 


Wuitz Almagro and his followers openly 
demanded the life of the Inca, and Philippillo 
laboured to ruin him by private machinations, 
that unhappy prince inadvertently contributed 
to haften his own fate. During his confine- 
ment he had attached himfelf with peculiar 
affeétion to Ferdinand Pizarro and Hernando 
Soto; who, as they were perfons of birth and 
education fuperior to the rough adventurers 
with whom they ferved, were accuftomed to 
behave with more decency and attention to 
the captive monarch. Soothed with this re- 
fpeéct from perfons of fuch high rank, he de- 
lighted in their fociety. But in the prefence 
of the governor he was always uneafy and 
overawed. Thisdread foon came to be mingled 
with contempt. Among all the European arts, 
what he admired moft was that of reading and 
writing ; and he long deliberated with himfelf, 
whether he fhould regard it, as a natural or 
acquired talent. In order to determine this, 

he 
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Bo oxhe defired one of the foldiers, who guarded 


Vi. 
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His trial. 


him, to write the name of God on the nail of 
his thumb. This he fhewed fucceflively to 
feveral Spaniards, afking its meaning; and to 
his amazement, they all, without hefitation, 
returned the fame anfwer. At length Pizarro 
entered; and on prefenting it to him, he 
blufhed, and with fome confufion was obliged 
to acknowledge his ignorance. From that 
moment, Atahualpa confidered him as a mean 
perfon, lefs inftruéted than his own foldiers ; 
and he had not addrefs enough to conceal the 
fentiments with which this difcovery infpired 
him. To be the objeét of a barbarian’s fcorn, 
not only mortified the pride of Pizarro, but 
excited fuch refentment in his breaft, as added 
force to all the other confiderations which 
prompted him to put the Inca to death™. 


Ber in order to give fome colour of juftice 
to this violent aétion, and that he himfelf 
might be exempted from ftanding fingly re- 
fponfible for the commiflion of it, Pizarro re- 
folved to try the Inca with all the formalities 
obferved in the criminal courts of Spain. Pi- 
zarro himfelf, and Almagro, with two affiftants, 
were appointed judges, with full power to ac- 
quit or to condemn; an attorney-general was 


™ Herrera, dec. 5. lib. iii, 4. Vega, p. 11. lib. i. c. 38. 
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named to carry on the profecution in the 
King’s name; counfellors were chofen to af- 
fift the prifoner in his defence; and clerks 
were ordained to record the proceedings of 
court. Before this ftrange tribunal, a charge 
was exhibited ftill more amazing. It confifted 
of various articles; that Atahualpa, though a 
baftard, had difpoffeffed the rightful owner of 
the throne, and ufurped the regal power; that 
he had put his brother and lawful fovereign to 
death; that he was an idolater, and had not 
only permitted, bué commanded the offering 
of human facrifices ; that he had a great num- 
ber of concubines; that fince his imprifon- 
ment he had wafted and embezzled the royal 
treafures, which now belonged of right to the 
conquerors; that he had incited his fubjeéts 
to take arms againft the Spaniards. On thele 
heads of accufation, fome of which are fo ludi- 
crous, others fo abfurd, that the effrontery of 
Pizarro, in making them the foundation of a 
ferious procedure, is not lef’ furprifing thau 
his injuftice, did this ftrange court go on to 
try the fovereign of a great empire, over whom 
it had no jurifdi€tion. With refpeét to each 
of the articles, witneffes were examined ; but 
as they delivered their evidence in their na- 
tive tongue, Philippillo had it in his power to 
give their words whatever turn bett fuited his 
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BOOx malevolent intentions. ‘To judges predeter- 
_*_ mined in their opinion, this evidence appeared 


1533: 
He is con- 
demned, 


and exe~ 
cuted, 


fufficient. They pronounced Atahualpa guilty, 
and condemned him to be burnt alive. Friar ~ 
Valverde proftituted the authority of his fa- 
cred finétion to confirm this fentence, and by 
his fignature warranted it to be juft. A(fto- 
nithed at his fate, Atahualpa endeavoured to 
avert it by tears, by promifes, and by-entrea- 
ties, that he might be fent to Spain, where a 
monarch would be the arbiter of his lot. But 
pity never touched the unfeeling heart of Pi- 
zarro. He ordered him to be led inftantly to 
execution; and, what added-to the bitternefs 
of his laft moments, the fame monk who had 
juft ratified his doom, offered to confole, and 
attempted to convert him. The moft power- 
ful argument Valverde employed to prevail 
with him to embrace the Chriftian faith, was 
a promife of mitigation in his punifhment. 
The dread of a cruel death extorted from the 
trembling victim a defire of receiving baptifin. 
The ceremony was performed; and Atahu- 
alpa, inftead of being burnt, was ftrangled at 
the ftake’. 


® Zarate, lib. ii. c. 7. Xerez, p. 233. Wega, p. 11. 
lib. i. c. 36, 37. Gomara Hift. c.117. Herrera, dec. 3, 
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Haprity for the credit of the Spanifh na- 
tion, even among the profligate adventurers 
which it fent forth to conquer and defolate 
the New World, there were perfons who re- 


tained fome tinéture of the Caftilian genero- ! 


fityand honour. Though, before the trial of 
Atahualpa, Ferdinand Pizarro had fet out for 
Spain, and Soto was fent on a feparate com- 
mand at a diftance from Caxamalca, this 
odious tranfaétion was not carried on without 
cenfure and oppofition. Several officers, and 
among thofe fome of the greateft reputation 
and moft refpeétable families in the fervice, 
not only remonftrated, but protefted againft 
this meafure of their general, as difgraceful 
to their country, as repugnant to every maxim 
of equity, as a violation of public faith, and 
an ufurpation of jurifdiétion over an inde- 
pendent monarch, to which they had no title. 
But their laudable endeavours were vain. 
Numbers, and the opinion of fuch as held 
every thing to be lawful which they deemed 
advantageous, prevailed. Hiftory, however, 
records even the unfuccefSful exertions of 
virtue with applaufe; and the Spanifh writers, 
in relating events where the valour of their 
nation is more confpicuous than its humanity, 
have not failed to preferve the names of thofe 
who made this laudable effort to fave their 

country 
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fuch a crime°*. 


On the death of Atahualpa, Pizarro in- 
vefted one of his fons with the enfigns of 
royalty, hoping that a young man without 
experience might prove a more paflive in- 
ftrument in his hands, than an ambitious 
monarch, who had been accuftomed to inde- 
pendent command. The people of Cuzco, and 
the adjacent country, acknowledged Manco . 
Capac, a brother of Huafcar, as Inca’. But 
neither poffeffed the authority which belonged 
to a fovereign of Peru. The violent convul- 
fions into which the empire had been thrown, 
firft by the civil war between the two bro- 
thers, and then by the invafion of the Spa- 
niards, had not only deranged the order of the 
Peruvian government, but almoft diffolved its 
frame. When they beheld their monarch a 
captive in the power of ftrangers, and at laft 
fuffering an ignominious death, the people in 
feveral provinces, as if they had been fet free 
from every reftraint of law and decency, broke 
out into the moft licentious excefles‘. So 


° Vega, p. 11. lib. i. ce. 37. Kerez, i235. Herrera, 
dec. 5. lib. iii. c. 5. 
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many defcendants of the Sun, after being 
treated with the utmoft indignity, had been cut 
off by Atahualpa, that not only their influence 
in the flate diminifhed with their number, but 
the accuftomed reverence for that facred race 
fenfibly decreafed. In confequence of this 
ftate of things, ambitious men in different 
parts of the empire afpired to independent 
authority, and ufurped jurifdiétion to which 
they had no title. The general who com- 
manded for Atahualpa in Quito, feized the 
brother and children of his mafter, put them 
to a cruel death, and difclaiming any connec- 
tion with either Inca, endeavoured to eftablifh 
a feparate kingdom for himfelf’. 


Tne Spaniards, with pleafure, beheld the 
fpirit of difcord diffufing itfelf, and the vigour 
of government relaxing among the Peruvians. 
They confidered thofe diforders as fymptoms 
of a ftate haftening towards its diflolution. 
Pizarro no longer hefitated to advance towards 
Cuzco, and he had received fuch coniiderable 


reinforcements, that he could venture, with 


little danger, to penetrate fo far into the in- 
terior part of the country. The account of 
the wealth acquired at Caxamalca operated as 
he had forefeen. No fooner did his brother 


* Zarate, lib,ii, c.8. Vega, p. 1, lib.ii. c. 3946 
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BoOOk Ferdinand, with the officers and foldiers to 
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3533: 


whom he had given their difcharge after the 
partition of the Inca’s ranfom; arrive at Pa- 
nama, and difplay their riches in the view of 
their aftonifhed countrymen, than fame f{pread 
the account with fuch exaggeration through 
all the Spanifh fettlements on the South Sea, 
that the governors of Guatimala, Panama, and 
Nicaragua, could hardly reftrain the people 
under their jurifdiétion, . from abandoning 
their poffeffions, and crowding to that inex- © 
hauttible fource of wealth which feemed to be 
opened in Peru‘. In fpite of every check and 
regulation, fuch numbers reforted thither, 
that Pizarro began his march at the head of 
five hundred men, after leaving a confiderable 
garrifon in St. Michael, under the command 
of Benalcazar. The Peruvians had affembled 
fome large bodies of troops to oppofe his pro- 
grefs. Several fierce encounters happened. 
But they terminated like all the aétions in 
America; a few Spaniards were killed or 
wounded ; the natives were put to flight 
with incredible flaughter. At length Pi, 
zarro forced his way to Cuzco, and took 
quiet poffeflion of that capital. The riches 
found there, even after all that the natives 
had carried off and concealed, either from a 


* Gomara Hift. c.125. Vega, p, a1. lib ik c. 1. 
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fuperftitious veneration for the ornaments of 
their temples, or out of hatred to their rapa- 
cious conquerors, exceed in value what had 
been received as Atahualpa’sranfom. But as 
the Spaniards were now accuftomed to the 
wealth of the country, and it came to be par- 
celled out among a great number of’ adven- 
turers, this dividend did not excite the fame 
furprife, either from novelty, or the largenefs 
of the fum that fell to the fhare of each indi- 
vidual *, 


Durinc the march to Cuzco, that fon of 
Atahualpa whom Pizarro treated as Inca, 
died; and as the Spaniards fubflituted no 
perfon in his place, the title of Manco Capac 
feems to have been univerfally recognized *. 


Wuite his fellow-foldiers were thus em- 
ployed, Benalcazar, governor of St. Michael, 
an able and enterprifing officer, was afhamed 
of remaining inaétive, and impatient to have 
his name diftinguifhed among the difcoverers 
and conquerors of the New World. ‘The tea- 
fonable arrival of a frefh body of recruits from 
Panama and Nicaragua, put it in his power to 
gratify this paffion. Leaving a fufficient force 
to proteét the infant fettlement entrufted to 


* See NOTE XVIII. “ Herrera, dec. 5. lib. v. c.2. 
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BO : K his care, he placed himfelf at the head of the 
W~-— reft, and fet out to attempt the reduétion of 
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Quito, where, according to the report of the 
natives, Atahualpa had left the greateft part 
of his treafure. Notwithftanding the diftance 
of that city from St. Michael, the difficulty of 
marching through a mountainous country co- 
vered with woods, and the frequent and fierce 
attacks of the beft troops in Peru, commanded 
by a fkilful leader, the valour, good conduét, 
and perfeverance of Benalcazar furmounted 
every obftacle, and he entered Quito with his 
victorious troops. But they met with a cruel 
mortification there. The natives, now ac- 
quainted to their forrow with the predominant 
paffion of their invaders, and knowing how to 
difappoint it, had carried of all thofe trea- 
fures, the profpeét of which had prompted 
them to undertake this arduous expedition, 
and had fupported them under all the dangers 
and hardfhips wherewith they had to ftruggle 
in carrying it on™. 


Benalcazar was not the only Spanifh leader 
who attacked the kingdom of Quito. The 
fame of its riches attraéted a more powerful 
enemy. Pedro de Alvarado, who had dif. 


“ Zarate, lib. ii. c.g. Vega, p.11. lib.iic cog. Here 
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tinguithed himfelf'fo eminently in the conqueft g 0 ox 
of Mexico, having obtained the government of | V!- 
Guatimala as a recompence for his valour, foon ae? a 
became difgufted with a life of uniform tran- 
quillity, and longed to be again engaged in the 
buftle of military fervice. The glory and 
wealth acquired by the conquerors of Peru 
heightened this paflion, and gave it a deter- 
mined direétion. Believing, or pretending to 
believe, that the kingdom of Quito did not lie 
within the limits of the province allotted to 
Pizarro, he refolved to invade it. The high 
reputation of the commander allured volun- 
teers from every quarter. He embarked with 
five hundred men, of whom above two hun- 
dred were of fuch diftinétion as to ferve on 
horfeback. He landed at Puerto Viejo, and 
without fufficient knowledge of the country, 
or proper guides to conduét him, attempted to 
march direétly to Quito, by following the 
courfe of the river Guayquil, and croffing the 
ridge of the Andes towards its head. But ia 
this route, one of the moft impraéticable in all 
America, his troops endured fuch fatigue in 
forcing their way through forefts and marfhes 
on the low grounds, and fuffered fo much 
from exceflive cold when they began to afcend 
the mountains, that before they reached the 
plain of Quito, a fifth part of the men and 

M 2 : half 


164 


HISTORY OF AMERICA. 


B.O OK half their horfes died, and the reft were fo 
ha 0 much difpirited and worn out, as to be almoft 
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unfit for fervice*. There they met witha 
body, not of Indians but of Spaniards, drawn 
in hoftile array againft them. Pizarro having 
received an account of Alvarado’s armament, 
had detached Almagro with fome troops to 
oppofe this formidable invader of his jurifdic- 
tion; and thefe were joined by Benalcazar 
and his victorious party. Alvarado, though 
furprifed at the fight of enemies whom he did 
not expeét, advanced boldly to the charge. 
But, by the interpofition of fome moderate 
men in each party, an amicable accommoda- 
tion took place; and the fatal period, when 
Spaniards fufpended their conquefts to embrue 
their hands in the blood of their countrymen, 
was poftponed a few years. Alvarado engaged 
to return to his government, upon Almagro’s 
paying him a hundred thoufand pefos to de- 
tray the expence of his armament. Moft of 
his followers remained in the country ; and an 
expedition, which threatened Pizarro and his 
colony with ruin, contributed to augment its 
ftrength ’. 


x See NOTE XIX. 
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9, kc. Gomara Hitt. c.126, &c. Remefal Hift. Guati- 
mal, lib. iii, c. 6. Herrera, dec. 5. lib. vis c.f. 2. 7, 8. 


By 


HISTORY OF AMERICA. 165 


By this time Ferdinand Pizarro had landed 8 00 x 
in Spain. The immenfe quantities of goldand _ | 
filver which he imported’*, filled the kingdom | 153. 


onours 


with no lefs aftonifhment than theyhad excited conterredon 
in Panama and the adjacent provinces. Pi- Dee 
zatro was received by the Emperor with the 
attention due to the bearer of a prefent fo rich, 
as to exceed any idea which the Spaniards had 
formed concerning the value of their acqui- 
fitions in America, even after they had been 
ten years matters of Mexico. In recompence 
of his brother’s fervices, his authority was con- 
firmed with new powers and privileges, and 
the addition of feventy leagues, extending 
along the coaft, to the fouthward of the terri- 
tory granted in his former patent. Almagro re- 
ceived the honours which he had{o long defired. 
The title of adelantado, or governor, was con- 
ferred uponhim, with jurifdiétion overtwohun- 
dred leagues of country, ftretching beyond the 
fouthernlimits ofthe provinceallottedtoPizarro. 
Ferdinand himfelf did not go unrewarded. He 
was admitted into the military order of St. Jago, 
a diftin@tion always acceptable toa Spanifh gen- 
tleman, and foon fet out on his return to Peru, 
accompanied by many perfons of higher rank 
‘than had yet ferved in that country’. 


2 See NOTE XX. 
, * Zarate, lib. iti. c.3. Wega, p. 11. lib. ii. 19) Her- 
yera, dec. 5. lib. vi. c. 13. 
/ M3 Some 
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BOOK Some account of his negociations reached 


VI. 
+ Peru before he arrived there himfelf. Alma- 
Begianang of SFO NO fooner learned that he had obtained the 
difeations royal grant of an independent government, 


soend than, pretending that Cuzco, the imperial te 
fidence of the Incas, lay within ifs boundaries, 
he attempted to render himfelf mafter of that 
important ftation. Juan and Gonzalez Pizarro 
prepared to oppofe him. Each of the contend- 
ing parties was fupported by powerful adhe- 
rents, and the difpute was on the point of be- 
ing terminated by the fword, when Francis Pi- 
zarro arrived in the capital. ‘The reconciliation 
between him and Almagro had never been 
cordial. The treachery of Pizarro in engrofling 
to himfelf all the honours and emoluments, 
which ought to have been divided with his 
affociate, was always prefent in both their 
thoughts. The former, confcious of his own 
perfidy, did not expect forgivenefs ; the latter, 
teeling that he had been deceived, was impa- 
tient to be avenged; and though avarice and 
ambition had induced them not only to diffem- 
ble their fentiments, but even to aét in concert 
while in purfuit of wealth and power, no fooner 
did they obtain poffeffion of thefe, than the 
same paflions which had formed this temporary 
union, gave rife to jealoufy and difcord. To 
each of them was attached a {mall band of in- 
terefled dependents, who, with the malicious 
: art 
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art peculiar to fuch men, heightened their ful! Bo ok 
picions, and magnified every appearance of —_‘* 
offence. But with all thofe feeds of enmityin 1534 
their minds, and thus afliduoufly cherifhed, 

each was fo thoroughly acquainted with the 
abilities and courage of his rival, that they 
equally dreaded the confequences of an open 
rupture. The fortunate arrival of Pizarro at 
Cuzco, and the addre{f$ mingled with firmnefs 
which he manifefted in his expoftulations with 
Almagro and his partizans, averted that evil 

for the prefent. A new reconciliation took 
place; the chief article of which was, that Al- 
magro fhould attempt the conqueft of Chili; 

and if he did not find in that province an efta- 
blifhment adequate to his merit and expeéta- 

tions, Pizarro, by way of indemnification, 
fhould yield up to him a part of Peru. This June 12. 
new agreement, though confirmed with the 

fame facred folemnities as their firft contract, 

was obferved with as little fidelity”. 


Soon afterheconcluded this important tranf- Regulstions 
action, Pizarro marched back to the countries aii 
on the fea-coaft, and as he now enjoyed an in- 
terval oftranquillity, undifturbed by any enemy, 
either Spanifh or Indian, heapplied himfelfwith 
that perfevering ardour, which diftinguithes his 


» Zarate, lib.ii. c.13. Vega, p.11- lib.ii, ¢. 19. Benzo, 
lib.iii. c.6. Herrera, dec. 5. lib, vii. ¢.8. 
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VI. 
ue, 
3534. 


Foundation 
of Lima. 


ment into the extenfive provinces fubjeét to his 
authority. Though ill qualified by hiseducation 
to enter into any difquifition concerning the 
principles of civil policy, and little accuftomed 
by his former habits of life to attend to its ar- 
rangements, his natural fagacity fupplied the 
want both of fcience and experience. He diftri- 
buted the country into various diftriéts; he 
appointed proper magiftrates to prefide in 
each; and eftablifhed regulations concerning 
the adminiftration of juftice, the colleétion of 
the royal revenue, the working of the mines, 
and thetreatmentofthe Indians, extremely fim- 
ple, but well calculated to promote the public 
profperity. But, though, for the prefent, he 
adapted his plan to the infant ftate of his colo- 
ny, his afpiring mind looked forward to its fu- 
ture grandeur. He confidered himfelf as lay- 
ing the foundation of a great empire, and de- 
liberated long, and with much folicitude, in 
what placehe fhould fix the feat of government. 
Cuzco, the imperial city of the Incas, was 
fituated in a corner of the empire, above four 
hundred miles from the fea, and much farther 
from Quito, ‘a province of whofe value he 
had formed an high idea. No other fettle- 
ment of the Peruvians was fo confiderable as 
io merit the name of a town, or to allure the 
Spaniards to fix their refidence init. But 

in 
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in marching through the country, PizarronRooK 
had been ftruck with the beauty and fertility _Y*_, 
of the valley of Rimac, one of the moft exten- 1534 
five-and beft cultivated in Peru. There, on 

the banks of a {mall river, of the fame name 

with the vale which it waters and enriches, at 

the diftance of fix miles from Callao, the moft 
commodious harbour in the Pacific ocean, he 
founded a city which he deftined to be the 

capital of his government. He gave it the 153s. 
name of Ciudad de los Reyes, either from the *""” ** 
circumftance of having laid the firft ftone, at 

that feafon when the church celebrates the 
feftival of the Three Kings, or, as is more 
probable, in honour of Juana and Charles, the 

joint fovereigns of Caftile. This name it ftill 

retains among the Spaniards, in all legal and 

formal deeds; but it is better known to fo- 
reigners by that of Lima, a corruption of the 
ancient appellation of the valley in which it is 
fituated. Under his infpeétion, the buildings 
advanced with fuch rapidity, that it foon af- 

fumed the form of a city, which, by a magnifi- 

cent palace that he erected for himfelf, and by 

the ftately houfes built by feveral of his of- 

ficers, gave, even in its infancy, fome indica- 

tion of its fubfequent grandeur*. 


© Herrera, dec. 5. lib. vi. c.12. lib. vii. c.13- Calancho 
Coronica, lib, i, c. 37. Barneuvo, Lima fundata, ii. 294. 
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In confequence of what had been agreed 
with Pizarro, Almagrobegan his march towards 
Chili; and as he pofieffed in an eminent degree 
the virtues moft admired by foldiers, boundlefs 
liberality and fearlefs courage, his ftandard was 
followed by five hundred and feventy men, the 
greateft body of Eurapeans that had hitherto 
been affembled in Peru. From impatience to 
finifh the expedition, or from that eontempt of 
hardfhip and danger acquired by all the Spa- 
niards who had ferved long in America, Al. 
magro, inflead of advancing along the level 
country on the coaft, chofe to march acrofs the 
mountains by a route that was fhorter indeed, 
but almoft impraéticable. In this attempt his 
troops were expofed to every calamity which 
men can fuffer, from fatigue, from famine, and 
from the rigour of the climate in thofe ele- 
vated regions of the torrid zone, where the 
degree of cold is hardly inferior to what is felt 
within the polar circle. Many of them pe- 
rifhed; and thefurvivors, when they defcended 
into the fertile plains of Chili, had new diffi- 
culties to encounter. They found there a race 
of men very different from the people of Peru, 
intrepid, hardy, independent, and in their 
bodily conftitution, as well as vigour of {pirit, 
nearly refembling the warlike tribes in North 
America. Though filled with wonder at the 
firfl appearance of the Spaniards, and fill 

more 


HISTORY OF AMERICA. 171 


more aftonifhed at the operations of theirpoor 
cavalry and the effects of their fire-arms, the Y! 
Chilefe foon recovered fo far from their fur- 
prize, as not only to defend themfelves with 
obftinacy, but to attack their new enemies 
with more determined fiercenefs than any 
American nation had hitherto difcovered. 
The Spaniards, however, continued to pene- 
trate into the country, and colleéted fome con- 
fiderable quantities of gold; but were fo far 
from thinking of making any fettlement amidft 
fuch formidable neighbours, that in fpite of all 
the experience and valour of their leader, the 
final iffue of the expedition ftill remained ex- 
tremely dubious, when they were recalled from 
it by an unexpected revolution in Peru’. The 
caufes of this important event I fhall endea- 
vour to trace to their fource. 


1535. 


So many adventurers had flocked to Peru An infir- 
from every Spanifh colony in America, and all og a 
with fuch high expeétations of accumulating ““” 
independent fortunes at once, that, to men pof- 
feffed with notions fo extravagant, anymention 
of acquiring wealth gradually, and by fchemes 
of patient induftry, would have been not only 


a difappointment, but an infult. In order to 


4 Zarate, lib. iii. c.t. Gomara Hift. c.131. Vega, 
p-2. lib. ii. c. 20. Ovalle Hift. de Chile, lib. iv. c.15, &c. 
Herrera, dec. 5. lib. vi. c. 9. lib. x. c.1, &e. 
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BO .0 K find occupation for men who could not with 
ay fafety be allowed to remain inaétive, Pizarro 


1535. 


Its rife, 


encouraged fome of the moft diftinguifhed 
officers who had lately joined him, to invade 
different provinces of the empire, which the 
Spaniards had not hitherto vifited. Several 
large bodies were formed for this purpofe; and 
about the time that Almagro fet out for Chili, 
they marched into remote diftriéts of the 
country. No fooner did Manco Capac, the 
Inca, obferve the inconfiderate fecurity of the 
Spaniards in thus difperfing their troops, and 
that only a handful of foldiers remained in 
Cuzco, under Juan and Gonzalez Pizarro, 
than he thought that the happy period was 
at length come for vindicating his own rights, _ 
for avenging the wrongs of his country, and 
extirpating its oppreflors. Though ftriétly 
watched by the Spaniards, who allowed him 
to refide in the palace of his anceftors at 
Cuzco, he found means of communicating 
his fcheme to the perfons who were to be 
entrufted with the execution of it. Among 
people accuftomed to revere their fovereign 
as a divinity, every hint of his will carries 
the authority of a command; and they them- 
felves were now convinced, by the daily 
increafe in the number of their invaders, 
that the fond hopes which they had long en- 
tertained of their voluntary departure were 

iI altogether 
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altogether vain. All perceived that a vigorous 
effort of the whole nation was requifite to expel 
them, and the preparations for it were car- 
ried on with the fecrecy and filence peculiar 
to Americans, 


Artrr fome unfuccefsful attempts of the 
Inca to make his efcape, Ferdinand Pizarro 
happening to airive at that time in Cuzco, he 
obtained permiflion from him to attend a great 
feftival which was to be celebrated a few 
leagues from the capital. Under pretext of 
that folemnity, the great men of the empire 
were aflembled. As foon as the Inca joined 
them, the ftandard of war was ereéted ; and in 
a fhort time all the fighting men, from the 
confines of Quito to the frontier of Chili, were 
in arms. Many Spaniards, living fecurely on 
the fettlements allotted them, were maflacred. 
Several detachments, as they marched care- 
lefsly through a country which feemed to be 
tamely fubmiflive to their dominion, were cut 


off to a man. An army amounting (if we 


may believe the Spanifh writers) to two hun- 
dred thoufand men, attacked Cuzco, which 
the three brothers endeavoured to defend with 
only one hundred and feventy Spaniards. An- 
other formidable body invefted Lima, and 
kept the governor clofely fhutup. There was 
no longer any communication between the 

two 
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Boo xk two cities; the numerous forces of the Peru- 


VI. 


1536. 


Siege of 
Cuzco. 


vians fpreading over the country, intercepted 
every meffenger ; and as the parties in Cuzco 
and Lima were equally unacquainted with the 
fate of their countrymen, each boded the 
worft concerning the other, and imagined 
that they themfelves were the only perfons 
who had furvived the general extinétion of the 
Spanifh name in Peru‘. 


Ir was at Cuzco, where the Inca com- 
manded in perfon, that the Peruvians made 
their chief effort. During nine months they 
carried on the fiege with inceffant ardour, and 
in various forms ; and though they difplayed 
not the fame undaunted ferocity as the Mexi- 
can warriors, they conduéted fome of their 
operations in a manner which difcovered 
greater fagacity, and a genius more fufcep- 
tible of improvement in the military art. 
They not only obferved the advantages which 
the Spaniards derived from their difcipline 
and their weapons, but they endeavoured to 
imitate the former, and turn the latter againft 
them. They armed a confiderable body of 
their braveft warriors with the fwords, the 
{fpears, and bucklers, which they had taken 

© Vega, p. tt. lib.ii. c. 28. Zarate, lib. iti. c. 3, 


Cieca de Leon, c.82. Gomara Hift. c.135. Herrera, 
dec. 5. lib. viii. c. 5. te 
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from: the Spanifh foldiers whom they had cut 3g oo K 


off in different parts of the country. Thefe 
they endeavoured to marfhal in that regular 
compact order, to which experience had 
taught them that the Spaniards were indebted 
for their irrefiftible force in aétion. Some ap- 
peared in the field with Spanifh mufkets, and 
had acquired {kill and refolution enough to 
ufe them. A few of the boldeft, among whom 
was the Inca himfelf, were mounted on the 
horfes which they had taken, and advanced 
brifkly to the charge like Spanifh cavaliers, 
with their lances in the reft. It was more by 
their numbers, however, than by thofe imper- 
feét effays to imitate European arts and to 
employ European arms, that the Peruvians 
annoyed the Spaniards‘. In fpite of the va- 
lour, heightened by defpair, with which the: 
three brothers defended Cuzco, Manco Capac 
recovered pofleflion of one half of his capital ; 
and in their various efforts to drive him out of 
it, the Spaniards loft Juan Pizarro, the beft 
beloved of all the brothers, together with 
fome other perfons of note. Worn out with the 
fatigue of inceffant duty, diftrefled with want 
of provifions, and defpairing of being able any 
longer to refift an enemy whofe numbers daily 
increafed, the foldiers became impatient to 
abandon Cuzco, in hopes either of joining their 


£ See NOTE XXI. 
country- 
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BOOK countrymen, if any of them yet furvived, or 

i w of forcing their way to the fea, and finding 

1536 fome means of efeaping from a country which 

had been fo fatal to the Spanifh name®. While 

they were brooding over thofe defponding 

thoughts, which their officers laboured in vain 

to difpel, Almagro appeared fuddenly in the 
neighbourhood of Cuzco. 


priiatohel Tue accounts tranfmitted to Almagro con- 
and motives. Cerning the general infurrection of the Peru- 
dua. vians, were fuch as would have induced bim, 
without hefitation, to relinquifh the conqueft 
of Chili, and haften to the aid of his country- 
men. But in this refolution he was contirmed 
by a motive lefs generous, but more intereft- 
ing. By the fame meflenger who brought 
him intelligence of the Inca’s. revolt, he re- 
ceived the royal patent creating him governor 
of Chili, and defining the limits of his jurif- 
diction. Upon confidering the tenor of it, 
he deemed it manifeft beyond contradiétion, 
that Cuzco lay within the boundaries of his 
government, and he was equally folicitous to 
prevent the Peruvians from recovering pof- 
feflion of tieir capital, and to wreft it out of the 
hands of the Pizarros. From impatience to 
accomplifh both, he venturedto return byanew 


® Herrera, dec, 5. lib. viii. c. 4. 
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route; and in marching through the fandy soor 
plains on the coatt, he fuffered, from heatand , VY! 
drought, calamities of a new fpecies, hardly 1536. 
inferior to thofe in which he had been in- 

volved by cold and famine on the fummits of 

the Andes. 


His arrival at Cuzeo was in a critical mo- tte 
ment. he Spaniards and Peruvians fixed tious. 
their eyes upon him with equal folicitude. 
The former, as he did not ftudy to conceal 
his pretenfions, were at a lofs whether to wel- 
come him as a deliverer, or to take precau- 
tions againft him as an enemy. ‘The latter, 
knowing the points in conteft between him 
and his countrymen, flattered themfelyes that 
they had more to hope than to dread from his 
operations. Almagro himfelf, unacquainted 
with the detail of the events which had hap- 
pened in his abfence, and folicitous to learn 
the precife pofture of affairs, advanced to- 
wards the capital flowly, and with great cir- 
cumfpection. Various negociations with both 
parties were fet on foot. The Inca condu&ted 
them on his part with much addrefs. At firft 
he endeavoured to gain the friendfhip of Al- 
magro; and after many fruitlefs overtures, 
defpairing of any cordial union with a Spa- 
niard, he attacked him by furprife with a nu- 
merous body of chofen troops. But the Spa- 
nifh difcipline and valour maintained their 
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wonted fuperiority. The Peruvians were re- 
pulfed with fuch flaughter, that a great part of 
their army difperfed, and Almagro proceeded 
to the gates of Cuzco without interruption. 


Tur Pizarros, as they had no longer to make 
head againft the Peruvians, direéted all their 
attention towards their new enemy, and took 
meafures to obftruét his entry into the capital. 
Prudence, however, reftrained both parties for 
fome time from turning their arms againft one 
another, while furrounded by common ene- 
mies,whowould rejoice in the mutual flaughter. 
Different fchemes of accommodation were pro- 
pofed. Each endeavoured to deceive the other, 
or to corrupt his followers. The generous, 
open, affable temper of Almagro gained many 
adherents of the Pizarros, who were difgufted 
with their harfh domineering manners. En- 
couraged by this defeétion, he advanced to- 
wards the city by night, furprifed the centi- 
nels, or was admitted by them, and invefting 
the houfe where the two brothers refided, 
compelled them, after an obftinate defence, to 
furrender at difcretion. Almagro’s claim of 
jurifdiétion over Cuzco was univerfally ac- 
knowledged, and.a form of adminiftration 
eftablifhed in his name”. 

* Zarate, lib. iii. c.4. Wega, p. 11. lib. ii. c. 29. 31. 
Gomara Hift. ¢.134. Herrera, dec. 6. lib. il. c. 1—5. 
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Two or three perfons only were killed in BOOK 
this firft act of civil hoftility; but it was foon —‘!_, 
followed by fcenes more bloody. Francis ental 
Pizarro having difperfed the Peruvians who rasa 
had invefted Lima, and received fome confi- Almgro. 
derable reinforcements from Hifpaniola and 
Nicaragua, ordered five hundred men, under 
the command of Alonfo de Alvarado, to march 
to Cuzco, in hopes of relieving his brothers, 
if they and their garrifon were not already cut 
off by the Peruvians, This body, which at 
that period of the Spanifh power in America, 
muft be deemed a confiderable force, ad- 
vanced near to the capital before they knew 
that they had any enemy more formidable than 
Indians to encounter. It was with aftonifhment 
that they beheld their countrymen pofted on 
the banks of the river Abancay to oppofe their 
progrefs. Almagro, however, wifhed rather to 
gain than to conquer them, and by bribes and 
promifes endeavoured to feduce their leader. 

The fidelity of Alvarado remained unthaken ; 
but his talents for war were not equal to his 
virtue. Almagro amufed him with various 
movements, of which he did not comprehend 
the meaning, while a large detachment of July 1. 
chofen foldiers paffed the river by night, fell 
upon his camp by furprife, broke his troops 
before they had time to form, and took 

N2 ‘him 
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8 oox him prifoner, together with his principal 


officers‘. 


By the fudden rout of this body, the conteft 
between the two rivals muft have been de- 
cided,. if Almagro had known as well how to 
improve as how to gain a victory, Rodrigo 
Orgognez, an officer of great abilities, who 
having ferved under the conftable Bourbon, 
when he led the Imperial army to Rome, had 
been accuftomed to bold and decifive mea- 
fures, advifed him inftantly to iflue orders for 
putting. to death Ferdinand and Gonzalo Pi. 
zarros, Alvarado, and a few other perfons 
whom he could not hope to gain, and to 
march direétly with his victorious troops to 
Lima, before the governor had time to pre- 
pare for his defence. But Almagro, though 
he difcerned at once the utility of the counfel, 
and though he had courage to have carried it 
into execution, fuffered himfelf to be in- 
fluenced by fentiments unlike thofe of a 
foldier of fortune grown old in fervice, and 
by feruples which fuited not the chief’ of a 
party who had drawn his fword in civil 
war. Feelings of humanity reftrained him 


_} Zarate, lib. iii, c. 6. Gom. Hift. c. 1 38. Vega, p. 11. 
Hb. il. c, 32.34. Herrera, dec, 6, lib. ii. c. 9. 
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from fhedding the blood of his opponents; 8 noe 
and the dread of being deemed a rebel, de- ;' 
terred him from entering a province which the — 1537. 
King had allotted to another. Though he 

knew that arms muft terminate the difpute 
between him and Pizarro, and refolved not to 

fhun that mode of decifion, yet, with a timid 
delicacy prepofterous at fuch a juncture, he 

was fo folicitous that his rival fhould be con- 

fidered as the aggreflor, that he marched 

quietly back to Cuzco, to wait bis approach*, 


Pizarro was ftill unacquainted with all the Lier 
interefting events which had happened near , 
Cuzco. Accounts of Almagro’s return, of 
the lof’ of the capital, of the death of one bro- 
ther, of the imprifonment of the other two, 
and of the defeat of Alvarado, were brought 
to him at once. Such a tide of misfortunes 
almoft overwhelmed a fpirit which had con- 
tinued firm and ereét under the rudett thocks 
of adverfity. But the neceflity of attending 
to his own fafety, as well as the defire of re- 
venge, preferved him from finking under it. 

He took meafures for both with his wonted brs st: 
fagacity. As he had the command of the fea- °""™ 
coaft, and expected confiderable fupplies both 

of men and military ftores, it was no lefs his 


& Herrera, dec. 6. lib, i. c. 10, £1. 
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intereft to gain time, and to avoid aétion, than 
it was that of Almagro to precipitate opera- 
tions, and bring the conteft to a {peedy iffue, 
He had recourfe to arts which he had former- 
ly praétifed with fuccefs ; and Almagro was 
again weak enough to fuffer himfelf to be 
amufed with a profpeét of terminating their 
differences by fome amicable accommodation. 
By varying his overtures, and fhifting his 
ground as often as it fuited his purpofe, fome- 
times feeming to yield to every thing which 
his rival could defire, and then retraéting all 
that he had granted, Pizarro dexteroufly pro- 
traéted the negociation to fuch a length, that 
though every day was precious to Almagro, 
feveral months elapfed without coming to any 
final agreement. While the attention of Al- 
magro, and of the officers with whom he con- 
fulted, was occupied in detecting and eluding 
the fraudulent intentions of the governor, 
Gonzalo Pizarro and Alvarado found. means 
to corrupt the foldiers to whofe cuftody they 
were committed, and not only made their 
efcape themfelves, but perfuaded fixty of the 
men who formerly guarded them to accom- 
pany their flight’. Fortune having thus de- 
livered one of his brothers, the governor 
fcrupled not at one aé& of perfidy more to pro- 


> Zarate, lib. iii, c..8. Herrera, dec. '6. lib. ii. c. 14. 
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cure the releafe of the other. He propofed, 
that every point in controverfy between Al- 
magro and himfelf fhould be fubmitted to the 
decifion of their fovereign; that until his award 
was known, each fhould retain undifturbed 
poffeflion of whatever part of the country he 
now occupied ; that Ferdinand Pizarro fhould 
be fet at liberty, and return inftantly to Spain, 
together with the officers, whom Almagro pur- 
pofed to fend thither to reprefent the juftice 
of his claims. Obvious as the defign of Pi- 
zarro was in thofe propofitions, and familiar 
as his artifices might now have been to his 
opponent, Almagro, with a credulity approach- 
ing to infatuation, relied on his fincerity, and 
concluded an agreement on thefe terms”. 


Tue moment that Ferdinand Pizarro re- 
covered his liberty, the governor, no longer 
fettered in his operations by anxiety about his 
brother’s life, threw off every difguife which 
his concern for it had obliged him to affume. 
The treaty was forgotten ; pacific and concili- 
ating meafures were no more mentioned ; it 
was in the field he openly declared, and not 
in the cabinet; by arms, and not by negocia- 
tion; that it muft now be determined who 
fhould be mafter of Peru. The rapidity of 

™ Herrera, dec. 6. lib. iii. c.g. Zarate, lib. iii. c. 9, 
Gomara Hilt. c. 1g0. Vega, p.11. hib. ii. c. 35, 
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B 0 Ox his preparations fuited fuch a decifive refolu- 
_*_, tion. Seven hundred men were foon ready 


1538. 


to march towards Cuzco. The command of 
thefe was given to his two brothers, in whom 
he could perfeétly confide for the execution 
of his moft violent fchemes, as they were urged 
on, not only by the enmity flowing from the 
rivalfhip between their family and Almagro, 
but animated with the defire of vengeance, 
excited by recolleétion of their own recent 
difgrace and fufferings. After an unfuccefsful 
attempt to crofs the mountains in the direét 
road between Lima and Cuzco, they marched 
towards the fouth along the coaft as far as 
Najica, and then turning to the left, penetrated 
through the detiles in that branch of the Andes 
which lay between. them and the capital. Al- 
magro, inftead of hearkening to fome of his 
officers, who advifed him to attempt the de- 
fence of thofe difficult pafles, waited the ap- 
proach of the enemy in the plain of Cuzco. 
Two reafons feem to have induced him to take 
this refolution. His followers amounted hard- 
ly to five hundred, and he was afraid of weak- 
ening fuch a feeble body by fending any de- 
tachment towards the mountains. His cavalry 
far exceeded that of the adverfe party, both 
in number and difcipline, and it was only in 
an open country that he could avail himfelf 
pf that advantage. 
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Tue Pizarros advanced without any obftruc- 8 ooK 
tion, but what arofe from the nature of the. VY! 
defert and horrid regions through which they __ 1538 
marched. As foon as they reached the plain, aba 
both factions were equally impatient to bring ~” 
this long protraéted conteft to an iffue. 
Though countrymen and friends, the fubjeéts 
of the fame fovereign, and each with the royal 
ftandard difplayed ; and though they beheld 
the mountains that furrounded the plain in 
which they were drawn up, covered with a 
vaft multitude of Indians, affembled to enjoy 
the fpeétacle of their mutual carnage, and 
prepared te attack whatever party remained 
mafter of the field; fo fell and implacable 
was the rancour which had taken poffeflion of 
every breaft, that not one pacific counfel, not 
a fingle overture towards accommodation pro- 
ceeded from either fide. Unfortunately for 
Almagro, he was fo worn out with the fatigues 
of fervice, to which his advanced age was un- 
equal, that, at this crifis of his fate, he could 
not exert his wonted aétivity; and he was 
obligec to commit the leading of his troops 
to Orgognez, who, though an officer of great 
merit, did not poffefs the fame afcendant either 
over the {pirit or affeétions of the foldiers, as 
the chief whom they had long been accuf- 
tomed to follow and revere. 
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Tue conflict was fierce and maintained by 
each party with equal courage. On the fide of 
Almagro, were more veteran foldiers, and a 
larger proportion of cavalry ; but thefe were, 
counterbalanced by Pizarro’s fuperiority in 
numbers, and by two companies of well dif- 
ciplined mufketeers, which, on receiving an 
account of the infurreétion of the Indians, the 
Emperor had fent from Spain". As the ufe of 
fire-arms was not frequent among the adven- 
turers in America®, haftily equipped for fer- 
vice, at their own expence, this fmall band of 
foldiers, regularly trained and armed, was a 
novelty in Peru, and decided the fate of the 
day. Wherever it advanced, the weight of a 
heavy and well-fuftained fire bore down horfe 
and foot before it; and Orgognez, while he 
endeavoured to rally and animate his troops, 
having received a dangerous wound, the route 
became general. The barbarity of the con- 
querors ftained the glory which they acquired 
by this complete viétory. The violence of 
civil rage hurried on fome to flaughter their 
countrymen with indifcriminate cruelty; the 
meannefs of private revenge inftigated others 
to fingle out individuals as the objects of their 
vengeance. Orgognez and {everal officers of 


® Herrera, dec. 6. lib. iii. c. 8, 
© Zarate, lib. iii, ¢. 8. 
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diftinétion were maflacred in cold blood; 
above a hundred and forty foldiers fell in the 
field; a large proportion, where the number of 
combatants were few, and the heat of the con- 
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teft foon over. Almagro, though fo feeble 


that he could not bear the motion of a horfe, 
had infifted in being carried in a litter to an 
eminence which overlooked the field of battle. 
From thence, in the utmoft agitation of mind, 
he viewed the various movements of both 
parties, and at laft beheld the total defeat of 
his own troops, with all the paflionate indig- 
nation of a veteran leader long accuftomed to 
victory. He endeavoured to fave himfelf by 
flight, but was taken prifoner, and guarded 
with the ftriéteft vigilance’. 


Tue Indians, inftead of executing the refo- 
lution which they had formed, retired quietly 
after the battle was over ; and in the hiftory 
of the New World, there is not a more ftriking 
inftance of the wonderful afcendant which the 
Spaniards had acquired over its inhabitants, 
than that after feeing one of the contending 
parties ruined and difperfed, and the other 
weakened and fatigued, they had not courage 
to fall upon their enemies, when fortune pre- 


4 Zarate, lib. iii, c.11,12. Wega, p.1t. lib.ii. c.36—38, 
Herrera, dec. 6, lib. iii, c.10—12. lib, iv, c. 1—6. 


fented 


and taken, 


188 


HISTORY OF AMERICA. 


BOO X {ented an opportunity of attacking them with 


VI. 


1538. 


New expe- 
ditions, 


fuch advantage’. 


Cuzco was pillaged by the victorious troops, 
who found there a confiderable booty, con- 
fifting partly of the gleanings of the Indian 
treafures, and partly of the wealth amaffed by 
their antagonifts from the fpoils of Peru and 
Chili. But fo far did this, and whatever the 
bounty of their leader could add to it, fall 
below the high ideas of the recompence 
which they conceived to be due to their me- 
rit, that Ferdinand Pizarro, unable to gratify 
fuch extravagant expectations, had recourfe 
to the fame expedient which his brother had 
employed on a fimilar occafion, ahd endea- 
voured to find occupation for this_turbu- 
lent affuming {pirit, in order to prevent it 
from breaking out into open mutiny. With 
this view, he encouraged his moft active 
officers to attempt the difcovery and reduc- 
tion of various provinces which had not 
hitherto fubmitted to the Spaniards. To 
every ftandard ereéted by the leaders who 
undertook any of thofe new expeditions, vo- 
Junteers reforted with the ardour and hope 
peculiar to the age. Several of Almagro’s 
foldiers joined them, and thus Pizarro had the 


e 
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fatisfaétion of being delivered both from.the 
importunity of his difcontented friends, and 
the dread of his ancient enemies’. 


Aumacro himfelf remained for feveral 
months in cuftody, under all the anguith of 
fufpence. For although his doom was deter- 
mined by the Pizarros from the moment that 
he fell into their hands, prudence conftrained 
them to defer gratifying their vengeance, until 
the foldiers who had ferved under him, as well 
as feveral of their own followers in whom they 
could not perfeétly confide, had left Cuzco. 
As foon as they fet out upon their different 
expeditions, Almagro was impeached of trea- 
fon, formally tried, and condemned to die. 
The fentence aftonifhed him ; and though he 
had often braved death with undaunted {pirit 
in the field, its approach under this ignomi- 
nious form appalled him fo much, that he had 
recourfe to abject fupplications, unworthy of 
his former fame. He befought the Pizarros 
to remember the ancient friendfhip between 
their brother and him, and how much he had 
contributed to the profperity of their family ; 
he reminded them of the humanity with which, 
in oppofition to the repeated remonttrances of 


¥ Zarate, lib. iii. c.12.* Gomara Fift. c.141. Herrera, 
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VI. 


3538 


and put to 
death, 


F539. 
Delihera- 
tions of the 
court of 
Spain con- 
cerning the 
ftare of 
Peru. 


their lives when he had them in his power; 
he conjured them to pity his age and infirmi- 
ties, and to fuffer him to pafs the wretched 
remainder of his days in bewailing his crimes, 
and in making his peace with Heaven. The 
entreaties, fays a Spanifh hiftorian, of a man 
fo much beloved, touched many an unfeeling 
heart, and drew tears from many a ftern eye. 
But the brothers remained inflexible. Asfoon 
as Almagro knew his fate to be inevitable, he 
met it with the dignity and fortitude of a ve- 
teran. He was ftrangled in prifon and after- 
wards publicly beheaded. He fuffered in the 
feventy-fifth year of his age, and left one fon 
by an Indian woman of Panama, whom, 
though at that time a prifoner in Lima, he 
named as fucceffor to his government, pur- 
fuant to a power which the Emperor had 
granted him’. 


As, during the civil diffentions in Peru, all 
intercourfe with Spain was fufpended, the de- 
tail of the extraordinary tranfaétions there did 
not foon reach the court. Unfortunately for 
the viétorious faétion, the firft intelligence 
was brought thither by fome of Almagro’s 


$ Zarate, lib. iii. c.12.. Gomara Hit. c. 141. Vega, 
p- 11, lib.ii. c.39. Herrera, dec.6. lib.. c. 9: lib.v. cr. 
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officers, who left the country upon the ruin of Boo K 


their caufe ; and they related what had hap- 
pened, with every circumftance unfavourable 
to Pizarro and his brothers. Their ambition, 
their breach of the moft folemn engagements, 
their violence and cruelty, were painted with 
all the malignity and exaggeration of party 
hatred. Ferdinand Pizarro, who arrived foon 
after, and appeared in court with extraordi- 
nary {plendor, endeavoured to efface the im- 
preflion which their accufations had made, 
and to juftify his brother and himfelf by repre- 
fenting Almagro as the aggreflor. The Em- 
peror and his minifters, though they could not 
pronounce which of the contending faétions 
was moft criminal, clearly difcerned the fatal 
tendency of their diffentions. It was obvious, 
that while the leaders, entrufted with the con- 
duct of two infant colonies, employed the 
arms which fhould have been turned againft 
the common enemy, in deftroying one an- 
other, all attention to the public good muft 
ceafe, and there was reafon to dread that the 
Indians might improve the advantage which 
the difunion of the Spaniards prefented to 
them, and extirpate both the victors and van- 
quifhed. But the evil was more apparent 
‘than the remedy. Where the information 
which had been received was fo defective and 
fufpicious, and the fcene of aétion fo remote, 

it 
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BO O K it was almoft impoflible to chalk out the line 
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of conduét that ought to be followed, and 
before any plan that fhould be approved of 
in Spain could be carried into execution, the 
fituation of the parties, and the circumftances 
of affairs, might alter fo entirely as to render 
its effects extremely pernicious, 


Noruinc therefore remained but to fend 

a perfon to Peru, vefted with extenfive and 
diferetionary power, who, after viewing delibe- 
rately the pofture of affairs with his own eyes, 
and enquiring upon the {pot into the conduét 
of the different leaders, fhould be authorifed to 
eftablifh the government in that form which he 
deemed moft conducive to the intereft of the 
parent ftate, and the welfare of the colony. 
The man feleéted for this important charge was 
Chriftoval Vaca de Caftro, a judge in the court 
of royal audience at Valladolid; and his abili- 
ties, integrity, and firmnefs, juftified the choice. 
His inftruétions, though ample, were not fuch 
as to fetter him in hisoperations. According to 
the different afpeét of affairs, he had power to 
take upon him different characters. Ifhe found 
the governor ftill alive, he was to affume only 
the title of judge, to maintain the appearance 
of aéting in concert with him, and to guard 
againft giving any juft caufe of offence to a man 
who had merited fo highly of his country. But 
if 
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if Pizarro were dead, he was entrufted with a 
commiflion that he might then produce, by 
which he was appointed his fucceflor in the 
government of Peru. This attention to 
Pizarro, however, feems to have flowed rather 
from dread of his power, than from any ap- 
probation of his meafures; for at the very 

time that the court feemed fo folicitous not to 
~ irritate him, his brother Ferdinand was arrefted 
at Madrid, and contined to a prifon, where he 
remained above twenty years‘. 


Wuite Vaca de Caftro was preparing for his 
voyage, events of great moment happened in 
Peru. ‘The -governor, confidering himlelf, 
upon the death of Almagro, as the unrivalled 
poffeflor of that vaft empire, proceeded to 
parcel out its territories among the conquerors; 
and had this divifion been nfade with any 
degree of impartiality, the extent of country 
which he had to beftow, was fuflicient to have 
gratified his friends, and to have gained his 
enemies. But. Pizarro conduéted this tranf- 
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aétion, not with the equity and candour of a_ 


judge attentive to difcover and to reward 
merit, but with the illiberal {pirit of a party 
leader. Large diftricts, in parts of the country 


* Gomara, Hift. c.142. Vega, p.ti. lib.ii. c. 40. 
Herrera, dec, 6. lib, viii. c.10, 11. lib. x. cI. 
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moft cultivated and populous, were fet apart 
as his own property, or granted to his brothers, 
his adherents and favourites. To others, lots 
lefs valuable and inviting were affigned. The 
followers of Almagro, amongft whom were 
many of the original adventurers to whofe 
valour and perfeverance Pizarro was indebted 
for his fuccefs, were totally excluded from any 
portion in thofe lands, towards the acquifition 
of which they had contributed fo largely. As 
the vanity of every individual fet an immode- 
rate value upon his own fervices, and the idea 
of each concerning the recompence due to 
them rofe gradually to a more exorbitant 
height in proportion as their conquefts ex. 
tended, all who were difappointed in their 
expectations exclaimed loudly againft the 
rapacioufnefS and partiality of the governor. 
The partifans of Almagro murmured in fecret, 
and meditated revenge”. 


Rarip as the progrefs of the Spaniards in 
South America had been fince Pizarro landed 
in Peru, their avidity of dominion was not yet 
fatisfied. The officers to whom Ferdinand 
Pizarro gave the command of different detach- 
ments, penetrated into feveral new provinces, 


“ Vega, p.rr. lib. iii, coz. Herrera, dec. 6. lib. viii. 
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and though fome of them were expofed to BOOK 
great hardfhips in the cold and barren regions ___, 
of the Andes, and others fuffered diftrefS not 54% 
inferior amidft the woods and marfhes of the 

plains, they made difcoveries and conquefts 

which not only extended their knowledge of 

of the country, but added confiderably to 

the territories of Spain in the New World. 

Pedro de Valdivia re-affumed Almagro’s 

{cheme of invading Chili, and notwithftand- 

ing the fortitude of the natives in defending 

their poffeffions, made fuch progrefS in the 
conquett of the country, that he founded the 

city of St. Jago, and gave a beginning to the 
eftablifhment of the Spanifh dominion in 

that province”. But of all the enterprifes emarable 
undertaken about this period, that of Gon- of Gonzalo 
zalo Pizarro was the moft remarkable. The © 
governor, who feems to have refolved that 

no perfon in Peru fhould poffefs any ftation 

of diftinguifhed eminence or authority but 

thofe of his own family, had deprived Benal- 

cazar, the conqueror of Quito, of his com- 

mand in that kingdom, and appointed his 
brother Gonzalo to take the government of 

it. He inftruéted him to attempt the difcovery 

and conqueft of the country to the caft of the 

Andes, which, according to the information 


* Zarate, lib. iii, c.13- Ovalle, lib. ii. c.1, &e. 
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‘of the Indians, abounded with cinnamon and 


other valuable fpices. Gonzalo, not inferior to 
any of his brothers in courage, and no lefs 
ambitious of acquiring diftinétion, eagerly 
engaged in this difficult fervice. He fet out 
from Quito at the head of three hundred and 
forty foldiers, near one half of whom were 
horfemen; with four thoufand Indians to 
carry their provifions. In forcing their way 
through the defiles, or over the ridges of the 
Andes, excef’ of cold and fatigue, to neither of 
which they were accuftomed, proved fatal to 
the greater part of their wretched attendants. 
The Spaniards, though more robuft, and 
inured to a variety of climates, fuffered con- 
fiderably, ard loft fome men; but when they 
defcended into the low country their diftrefs 
increafed. During two months it rained in- 
ceflantly, without any interval of fair weather 
long enough todry their clothes*. The immenfe 
plains upon which they were now entering, 
either altogether without inhabitants, or oc- 
cupied by the rudeft and leaft induftrious tribes 
in the New World, yielded little fubfiftence. 
They could not advance a ftep but as they cuta 
road through woods, or madeitthrough marthes. 
Such inceflant toil, and continual f{earcity of 
food,feem morethanfuflicientto have exhautted 


* Zarate, lib. ive, c. 2. 
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and difpirited any troops. But the fortitude 
and perfeverance of the Spaniards in the fix- 
teenth century were infuperable. Allured by 
frequent but falfe accounts of rich countries 
before them, they perfifted in ftruggling on, 
until they reached the banks of the Coca or 
Napo, one of the large rivers whofe waters 
pour into the Maragnon, and contribute to its 
grandeur. There, with infinite labour, they 
built a bark, which they expeéted would prove 
of great utility, in conveying them over rivers, 
in procuring provifions, and in exploring the 
country.’ This was manned with fifty foldiers, 
under the command of Fraucis Orellana, the 
officer next in rank to Pizarro. ‘The ftream 
carried them down with fuch rapidity, thatthey 
were foon far a-head of their countrymen, who 
followed flowly and with difficulty by land. 


Ar this diftance from his commander, Orel- 
Jana, a young man of an afpiring mind, began 
to fancy himfelf independent, and tranfported 
with the predominant paflion of the age, he 
formed the fcheme of diflinguithing himfelfas 
a difcoverer, by following the courfe of the 
Maragnon, until it joined the ocean, and by 
furveying the vaft regions through which it 
flows. This {cheme of Orellana’s was as bold 
as it was treacherous.’ For, if he be chargeable 
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BOOK with the guilt of having violated his duty to 
i his commander, and with having abandoned 
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his fellow-foldiers in a pathlefs defert, where 
they had hardly any hopes of fuccefs, or even 
of’ fafety, but what were founded on the fer- 
vice which they expeéted from the bark ; his 
crime is, in fome meafure, balanced by the 
glory of having ventured upon a navigation of 
near two thoufand leagues, through unknown 
nations, in a veffel haftily conftruéted, with 
green timber, and by very unfkilful hands, 
without provifions, without a compafs, or a 
pilot. But his courage and alacrity fupplied 
every defeét. Committing himfelf fearlefsly 
to the guidance of the ftream, the Napo bore 
him along to the fouth, until he reached the 
great channel of the Maragnon. Turning 
with it towards the coaft, he held on his 
courfe in that direétion. He made frequent 
defcents on both fides of the river, fometimes 
feizing by force of arms the provifions of the 
fierce favages feated on its banks; and fome- 
times procuring a fupply of food by a friendly 
intercourfe with more gentle tribes. After a 
long feries of dangers, which he encountered 
with amazing fortitude, and of diftreffes which 
he fupported with no lefs magnanimity, he 
reached the ocean’, where new perils awaited 
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him. Thefe he likewife furmounted, and got BO 0 k 
fafe to the Spanifh fettlement in the ifland eas 
Cubagua ; from thence he failed to Spain. 154 
The vanity natural to travellers who vifit re- 
gions unknown to the reft of mankind, and the 

art of an adventurer, folicitous to magnify his 

own merit, concurred in prompting him to 
mingle an extraordinary proportion of the 
marvellous in the narrative of his voyage. He 
pretended to have difcovered nations fo rich, 

that the roofs of their temples were covered 

with plates of gold; and defcribed a rep™blic 

of women fo warlike and powerful, as to have 
extended their dominion over a confiderable 

tract of the fertile plains which he had vifited. 
Extravagant as thofe tales were, they gave 

rife to an opinion, that a region abounding 

with gold, diftinguifhed by the name of Z/ 
Dorado, and acommunity of Amazons, were 

to be found in this part of the New World; 

and fuch is the propenfity of mankind to be- 

lieve what is wonderful, that it has been flowly 

and with difficulty that reafon and obfervation 

have exploded thofe fables. The voyage, 
however, even when ftripped of every romantic 
-embellifhment, deferves to be recorded not 

only as one of the moft memorable occurrences 

in that adventurous age, but as the firft event 
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the Andes to the ocean *. 


No words can deferibe the conflernation of 
Pizarro, when he did not find the bark at the 
confluence of the Napo and Maragnon, where 
he had ordered Orellana to wait for him. He 
would not allow himfelf to fufpeét that a man, 
whom he had entrufted with fuch an important 
command, could be fo bafe and fo unfeeling, as 
to defert him at fuch ajunéture, But imputing 
his abfence from the place of rendezvous to 
fome unknown accident, he advanced above 
fifty leagues along the banks of the Maragnon, 
expecting every moment to fee the bark appear 
with a fupply of provifions. At length he came 
up with an officer whom Orellana had left to 
perifh in the defert, becaufe he had thecourage 
to remonftrate againft his perfidy. Fromhim he 
learned the extent of Orellana’s crime, andhis 
followers perceived at once their owndefperate 
fituation, whendeprived of their onlyrefource. 
The fpirit of the Louteft hearted veteran fink 
within him, and all demanded to be led back 
inftantly. Pizarro, though he afiumed an 
appearance of tranquillity, did not oppofe their 


* Zarate, lib. iv.c.4. Gomara Hitt. c. 86. Vega,p.11. 
lib.iti. c. 4. Herrera, dec. 6. lib. xi. c.2—5. Rodriguez 
El! Maragnon y Amazonas, lib. i. c. 3. 
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inclination. But he was now twelve hundred BOo k 
miles from Quito; and in that long march the , Y!: 
Spaniards encountered hardfhips greater than — 1541. 
thofe which they had endured in their progrefs 
outward,without the alluring hopes which then 
foothed and animated them under their fuffer- 

ings. Hunger compelled them to feed on roots 

and berries, to eat all their dogs and horfes, 

to devour the moft loathfome reptiles, and even 

to gnaw the leather of their faddles and {word- 

belts. Four thoufand Indians, and two hun- 

dred and ten Spaniards, perifhed in this wild 
difaftrous expedition, which continued near 

two years; and as fifty men were aboard the 

bark with Orellana, only fourfcore got back to 
Quito. Thefe were naked like favages, and 

fo emaciated with famine, or worn out with 
fatigue, that they had more the appearance of 
{peétres than of men’. 


But, inflead of returning to enjoy the re- Number of 
: A a R pei malcontents 
pofe which his condition required, Pizarro, on in Peru. 
entering Quito, received accounts of a fatal 
event that threatened calamities more dread- 
ful to him than thofe through which he had 


patied. From the time that his brother made 


2 Zarate, lib,iv. c.2—5. Wega, p.11. lib. iii. c. 3,45 5. 
14. Herrera, dec. 6. lib.viii, c.7, 8. libs ix. c2—5. 
dec. 7. lib. iii. c.14. Pizar. Varones, Illuitr. 349, &c. 
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poo K that partial divifion of his conquefts which had 


VI. 


Is4t. 


Confider 
young Al. 
magro as 
their leader. 


been mentioned, the adherents of Almagro, 
confidering themfelves as profcribed by the 
party in power, no longer entertained any hope 
of bettering their condition. Great numbers 
in defpair reforted to Lima, where the houfe 


of young Almagro was always open to them, 


and the flender portion of his father’s fortune, 
which the governor allowed him to enjoy, was 
fpent in affording them fubfiftence. The warm 
attachment with which every perfon who had 
ferved under the elder Almagro devoted him. 
felf to his interefts, was quickly transferred to 
his fon, who was now grown up to the age of 
manhood, and pofféffed ali the qualities which 
captivate the affections of foldiers. Of a 
graceful appearance, dextrous at all martial 
exercifes, bold, open, generous, he feemed to 
be formed for command; and as his father, 
con{cious of his own inferiority, from the total 
want of education, had been extremely atten- 
tive to have him inftruéted im every fcience 
becoming a gentleman; the accomplifhments 
which he had acquired heightened the refpect 
of his followers, as they gave him diftin@tion 
and eminence among illiterate adventurers. 
In this young man the Almagrians found a 
point of union which they wanted, and looking 
up to him as their head, were ready to under- 
take any thing for his advancement. Nor was 

3 affection 


HISTORY OF AMERICA. 


affection for Almagro their only incitement ; 
they were urged on by their own diftreffes. 
Many of them, deftitute of common neceffa- 
ries ®, and weary of loitering away life, a bur- 
den to their chief, or to fuch of their affociates 
as had faved fome remnant of their fortune 
from pillage and confifcation, longed impa- 
tiently for an occafion to exert their aétivity 
and courage, and began to deliberate how 
they might be avenged on the author of all 
their mifery, Their frequent cabals did not 
pafs unobferved ; and the governor was warned 
to be on his guard againft men who meditated 
fome defperate deed, and had refolution to 
execute it. But either from the native in- 
trepidity of his mind, or from contempt of 
perfons whofe poverty feemed to render their 
machinations of little confequence, he dif- 
regarded the admonitions of his friends. “ Be 
in no pain,” faid he careleisly, “ about my 
life; itis perfeétly fafe, as long as every man 
in Peru knows that I can in a moment cut off 
any head which dares to harbour a thought 
againft it.”? This fecurity gave the Almagrians 
full leifure to digeft and ripen every part of 
their f{cheme; and Juan de Herreda, an officer 
of great abilities, who had the charge of Al- 
magro’s education, took the direétion of their 


b See NOTE XXIII. 
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BOOK confultations, with all the zeal which this 


VI. 
a 
5541. 


connection infpired, and with all the autho- 
rity which the afcendant that he was known 
to have over the mind of his pupil gave 
him. 


On Sunday the twenty-fixth of June, at 
mid-day, the feafon of tranquillity and repofe 
in all fultry climates, Herrada, at the head of 
eighteen of the moft determined confpirators, 
fallied out of Almagro’s houfe in complete 
armour; and drawing their fwords, as they 
advanced haftily towards the governor’s pa- 
lace, cried out, “ Long live the King, but 
let the tyrant die!’ ‘Their affociates, warned 
of their motions by a fignal, were in arms 
at different ftations ready to fupport them. 
Though Pizarro was ufually furrounded by 
fuch a numerous train of attendants as fuited 
the magnificence of the moft opulent fubjeét 
of the age in which he lived, yet as he was juft 
rifen from table, and moft of his domefties 
had retired to their own apartments, the con- 
fpirators pafled through the two outer courts 
of the palace unobferved. They were at the 
bottom of the ftair-cafe, before a page in 
waiting could give the alarm to his matter, 
who was converfing with a few friends in a 
large hall. The governor, whofe fleady mind 
no form of danger could appal, ftarting up,. 

called 
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called for arms, and commanded Francifeo de B0 OK 

Chaves to make faft the door. But that officer, , - : 

who did not retain fo much prefence of mind = 54" 

as to obey this prudent order, running to the 

top of the ftair-cafe, wildly alked the confpi- 

rators what they meant, and whither they were 

going? Inftead of anfwering, they ftabbed him 

to the heart, and burft into the hall. Some of | 

the perfons who were there threw themfelves 

from the windows; others attempted to fly ; 

and a few drawing their {words followed their 

leader into an inner apartment. The confpi- 

rators, animated with having the object of their 

vengeance now in view, rufhed forward after 

them. Pizarro with no other arms than his 

{word and buckler, defended the entry, and 

fupported by his half-brother Alcantara, and 

his little knot of friends, he maintained the 

unequal conteft with intrepidity worthy of his 

pait exploits, and with the vigour of'a youthful 

combatant. ‘“ Courage,” cried he, “* compa- . 

nions, we are yet enow to make thofe traitors 

repent of their audacity.” But the armour of 

the confpirators proteéted them, while every 

thruft they made took effect. Alcantara fell 

dead at his brother’s feet ; his other defenders 

were mortally wounded. The governor, fo 

weary that he could hardly wield his fword, 

and no longer able to parry the many weapons 

furioufly aimed at him, received a deadly 
thruft 
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BO OK thruft full in his throat, funk to the ground, 
_vt_, and expired. 


14h 


Almagro 
acknow- 


As foon as he was flain, the affaflins ran 


ledgedashis OUt into the ftreets, and waving their bloody 


facceior. 


‘New ap- 


pearances of 


difoord. 


{words, proclaimed the death of the tyrant. 
Above two hundred of their affociates having 
joined them, they conduéted young Almagro 
in folemn proceflion through the city, and 
affembling the magiftrates and principal citi- 
zens, compelled them to acknowledge him 
as lawful fucceffor to his father in his govern- 
ment. The palace of Pizarro, together with 
the houfes of feveral of his adherents, were 
pillaged by the foldiers, who had the {fatisfac- 
tion at once of being avenged on their ene- 
mies, and of enriching themfelves by the fpoils 
of thofe through whofe hands all the wealth 
of Peru had paffed *. 


Tue boldnefs and fuccefs of the confpiracy, 
as well as the name and popular qualities of 
Almagro, drew many foldiers to his ftandard. 
Every adventurer of defperate fortune, all who 
were diffatisfied with Pizarro, and from the 
rapacioufnefs of his government in the latter 
years of his life the number of malcontents was 


© Zarate, lib.iv. c.6—8. Gomara Hitt. c. 1449 145. 
Vega, p. 11. lib. iii. cos —7. Herrera, dec.6. lib.x. c.4—7. 
Pizarro Var. Illut. p.783. 
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confiderable, declared without hefitation in fa- BOOK 
vour of Almagro, and he was foon at thehead . “= ; 
of eight hundred of the moft gallant veterans +54 
in Peru. As his youth and inexperience-dif- 
qualified him from taking the command of 

them himfelf, he appointed Herrada to act as 
general. But though Almagro fpeedily col- 
lected fuch a refpeétable force, the acqui- 
efcence in his government was far from being 
general, Pizarro had left many friends to 
whom his memory was dear; the barbarous 
affaffination of a man to whom his country was 

fo highly indebted, filled every impartial per- 

fon with horror. The ignominious birth of » 
Almagro, as well as the doubtful title on which 

he founded his pretenfions, led others to con- 

fider him as an ufurper. The officers who com- 
manded in fome provinces refufed to recog- 

nize his authority, until it was confirmed by 

the Emperor. In others, particularly at Cuzco, 

the royal ftandard was ere“ted, and prepara- 

tions were begun in order to revenge the mur- 

der of their ancient leader. 


Tuose feeds of difcord, which could not have Anivalst 
lain long dormant, acquired great vigour and Csiro, 
attivity, when the arrival of Vaca deCaftro was 
known. After along and difaftrous voyage, he 
was driven by ftrefs of weather into a fmall 
harbour in the province of Popayan; and 


pro- 
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proceeding from thence by land, after a jour-. 
ney no lefs tedious than difficult, he reached 
Quito. In his way he received accounts of 
Pizarro’s death, and of the events which fol- 
lowed upon it. He immediately produced 
the royal commiflion appointing him governor 
of Peru, with the fame privileges and autho- 
rity; and his jurifdiétion was acknowledged 
without hefitation by Benalcazar, adelantado 
or lieutenant-general for the Emperor in Po- 
payan, and by Pedro de Puelles, who, in the 
ablence of Gonzalo Pizarro, had the command 
of the troops left in Quito. Vaca de Ca‘tro not 
only atiiimedthe fuprem eauthority, but fhewed 
that he poffefied the talents which the exercife 
of it at that junéture required. By his influence 
and addrefs he foon aflembled fuch a body of 
troops, as not only to fet him above all fear of 
being expoied to any infult from the adverfe 
party, but enabled him to advance from Quito 
with the dignity that became his charaéter. By 
difpatching perfons of confidence to the diffe- 
rent fettlements in Peru, with a formal notiti- 
cation of his arrival and of his commiffion, he 
communicated to his countrymen the royal 
pleafure with refpeét to the government of the: 
country. By private emiffaries, he excited fuch 
officers as had difcovered their difapprobation 
of Almagro’s proceedings, to manifeft their 
duty to their fovereign by fupporting theperfon_. 
honoured 
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honoured with his commiflion. ‘Thofe mea- BO OK 
fures were produétive of great effeé&s. En- 2 
couraged by the approach of the new go- ‘4 
vernor, or prepared by his machinations, the 

doyal were confirmed in their principles, and 
avowed them with greater boldnefs; the timid 
ventured to declare theirfentiments; the neu- 

tral and wavering, finding it neceffary tochufe 

a fide, began to lean to that which now ap- 

peared to be the fafeft, as well as the moft 

juft*. P 


Axrmacro obferved the rapid progref$ of condue of 
this fpirit of difaffection to his cayfe, and in “""”* 
order to give an effeétual check to it betore 
the arrival of Vaca de Caltro, he fet out atthe — 1542. 
head of his troops for Cuzco, where the moft 
confiderable body of opponents had ereéted 
the royal ftandard, under the command of 
Pedro Alvarez Holguin. During his march 
thither, Herrada, the fkilful guide of his 
youth, and of his counfels, died; and trom 
that time his meafures were con{picuous for 
their violence, but concerted with little faga- 
city, and executed with no addrefs. Holguin, 
who, with forces far inferior to thofe of the 
oppofite party, was defcending towards the 
coaft at the very time that Almagro was on his 


4 Benzon, lib.iii. c.g. Zarate, lib.iv. c.11. Gomara, 
<. 146,147. Herrera, dec. 6. lib. x. ¢.1, 2; 3) 7- Ke. 
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way to Cuzco, deceived his unexperienced ad- 
verfary by a very fimple ftratagem, avoided an 
engagement, and effected a junétion with Al- 
varado, an officer of note, who had been the 
firft to declare againft Almagro as an ufurper. 


Soon after, Vaca de Caftro entered their 
camp with the troops which he brought from 
Quito, and ereéting the royal ftandard before 
his own tent, he declared, that as governor, he 
would difcharge in perfon all the funétions of 
general of their combined forces. Though 
formed by the tenour of his paft life to the 
habits of a fedentary and pacific profeflion, he 
at once affumed the aétivity and difcovered 
the decifion of an officer long accuftomed to 
command. Knowing his ftrength to be now 
far fuperior to that of the enemy, he was im- 
patient to terminate the conteft by a battle. 
Nor did the followers of Almagro, who had 
no hopes of obtaining a pardon for a crime fe 
atrocious as the murder of the governor, de- 
cline that mode of decifion. They met at 
Chupaz, about two hundred miles from Cuzco, 
and fought with all the fierce animofity in- 
fpired by the violence of civil rage, the ran- 
cour of private enmity, the eagernefs of re. 
venge, and the laft efforts of defpair. Victory, 
after remaining long doubtful, declared at laft 
for Vaca de Caftro. The fuperior number of 

his 
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of his troops, his own intrepidity, and the gooK 
martial talents of Francifco de Carvajal, a be 
veteran officer formed under the great cap- = 1542. 
tain in the wars of Italy, and who on that day 

laid the foundation of his future fame in Peru, 
triumphed over the bravery of his opponents, 
though led on by young Almagro with a gal- 

lant {pirit, worthy of a better caufe, and de- 
ferving anotlier fate. The carnage was great 

in proportion to the number of the com- 
batants. Many of the vanquifhed, efpecially 

fuch as were confcious that they might be 
charged with being acceffory to the affafli- 
nation of Pizarro, rufhing on the {words of the 
enemy, chofe to fall like foldiers, rather than 

wait an ignominious doom. Of fourteen hun- 

dred men, the total amount of combatants on 

both fides, five hundred Jay dead on the field, 

and the number of the wounded was ftill 
greater“. 


Ir the military talents difplayed by Vaca de vente rf 
C€aftro, both in the council and in the field, ix». 
furprifed the adventurers in Peru, they werettill 
moreaftonifhed at his conduét after the victory. 

As he was by nature a rigiddifpenter of juftice, 


and perfuaded that it required examples of 


_ © Zarate, lib.iv. c.1z—19. Gomara, c.148. Vega, 
p-11. lib.iii, c.1s—18. Herrera, dec. 7. lib.i. c. 1,2, 3. 
lib. iil, ¢.1—11. 
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es OK extraordinary feverity*to reftrain the licen- 
tious fpirit of foldiers fo far removed from the 


1542. 
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feat of government, he proceeded direétly to 
try his prifoners as rebels. Forty were con- 
demned to fuffer the death of traitors, others 
were banifhed from Peru. Their leader, who 
made his efcape from the battle, being be- 
trayed by fome of his officers, was publicly 
beheaded in Cuzco; and in him the name of 
Almagro, and the fpirit, of the party, was 
extinct '. 


Durine thofe violent convulfions in Peru, the 
Emperor and his miniflers were intently em- 
ployed in preparing regulations, by which they 
hoped not only to re-eftablifh tranquillity there, 
but tointroduce a more perfect fyftem of inter- 
nal policy into all their fettlements in the New 
World. It is manifeft from all the events re- 
cordedinthe hiftory of America, that rapidand 
extenfive as the Spanifh conquefts there had 
been, they were not carried on by any regular 
exertion of the national force, but by the oc- 
cafional efforts of private adventurers. After 
fitting out a few of the firft armaments for dif- 
covering new regions, the courtof Spain, during 
the bufy reigns of Ferdinandand of Charles V., 


£ Zarate, lib.iv. c.21. Gomara, aS 150. Herrera, 
dec. 7. lib. iii, c.12. lib.vi. c, 1. 
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the former the moft intriguing prince of the BOOK 
age, and the latter the moft ambitious, was bis , 
encumbered with fuch a multiplicity of 154 
{chemes, and involved in war with fo many 
nations of Europe, that he had not leifure to 
attend to diftant and lefs interefting objects. 
‘The care of profecuting difcovery, or of at- 
tempting conqueft, was abandoned to indi- 
viduals ; and with fuch ardour did men pufh 
forward in this new career, on which novelty, 
the fpirit of adventure, avarice, ambition, and 
the hope of meriting heaven, prompted them 
with combined influence to enter, that in lefs 
than half a century almoft the whole of that 
extenfive empire which Spain now poffeffes in 
the New World, was fubjeécted to its dominion. 
As the Spanifh court contributed nothing to- 
wards the various expeditions undertaken in 
America, it was not entitled to claim much 
from their fuccefs. The fovereignty of the 
conquered provinces, with the fifth of the gold 
and filver, was referved for the crown; every 
thing elfe was feized by the affociates in each 
expedition as their own right. The plunder 
of the countries which they invaded ferved to 
indemnify them for what they had expended in 
equipping themfelves for the fervice, and the 
conquered territory was divided among them,” 
according to rules which cuftom had intro- 
duced, as permanent eftablifhments which their 
P 3 fuccefs- 
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B . e K fuecefsful valour merited. In the infancy of 
‘ thofe fettlements, when their extent as well as 


3542. 


their value were unknown, many irregularities 
efcaped obfervation, and it was found neceflary 
to connive at many exceffes. The conquered 
people were frequently pillaged with deftruc- 
tive rapacity, and their country parcelled out 
among its new matters in exorbitant fhares, far 
exceeding the higheft recompence due to their 
fervices. The rude conquerors of America, in- 
capable of forming their eftablifhments upon 
any general or extenfive plan of policy, atten- 
tive only to private intereft, unwilling to forego 
prefent gain from the profpeét of remote or 
public benefit, feem to have had no objeé& but 
to amafs fudden wealth, without regarding 
what might be the confequences of the means 
by which they acquired it. But when time at 
length difcovered to the Spanifh court the im- 
portance of its American poffeflions, the ne- 
ceflity of new-modelling their whole frame be- 
came obvious, and in place of the maxims and 
practices, prevalent amorg military adven- 
turers, it was found requifite to fubftitute the 
inftitutions of regular government. 


Oneevil in particularcalled foran immediate 
remedy. The conquerors of Mexico and Peru 
imitated the fatal example of their country- 
men fettled in the iflands, and employed them- 
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felves in fearching for gold and filver with the 
fame inconfiderate eagernefs. Similar effeéts 
followed. The natives employed in this labour 
by mafters, who in impofing tafks had no re- 
gard either to what they felt or to what they 
were able to perform, pined away and perifhed 
fo faft, that there was reafon to apprehend that 
Spain, inftead of poffefling countries peopled 
to fuch a degree as to be fufceptible of pro- 
greflive improvement, would foon remain pro- 
prietor only of a vaft uninhabited defert. 


The Emperor and his minifters were fo fen- 
fible of this, and fo folicitous to prevent the 
extinétion of the Indian race, which threatened 
to render their acquifitions of no value, that 
from time to time various laws, which I have 
mentioned, had been made for fecuring to that 
unhappy people more gentle and equitable 
treatment. But the diftance of America from 
the feat of empire, the feeblenefS of govern. 
ment in the new colonies, the avarice and 
audacity of foldiers unaccuftomed to reftraint, 
prevented thefe falutary regulations from ope- 
rating with any confiderable influence. The 
evil continued to grow, and at this time the 
Emperor found an interval of leifuure from the 
affairs of Europe to take it into attentive cons 
fideration. He confulted not only with his 
minifters and the members of the council of the 

P 4 Indies, 
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BO OK Indies, but called upon feveral perfons who had 


VI. 


——— - 
1542s 


elided long in the New Word, to aid them 
with the refult of their experience and obferv- 
ation. Fortunately for the.people of America, 
among thefe was Bartholomew de. las Cafas, 
who happened to be then at Madrid on a mif- 
fion from a Chapter of his order at Chiapa*. 
Though fince the mifcarriage of his former 
{chemes for the relief of the Indians, he had 
continued fhut up in his cloifter, or occupied 
in religious funétions, his zeal in behalf of 
the former objeéts of his pity was fo far from 
abating, that, from an increafed knowledge of 
their fufferings, its ardour had augmented. 
He feized eagerly this opportunity of reviving 
his favourite maxims concerning the treat- 
ment of the Indians. With the moving elo- 
quence natural to a man on whofe mind 
the feenes which he had beheld had made a 
deep impreflion, he defcribed the’ irrepara- 
ble wafte of the human fpecies in the New 
World, the Indian race almoft totally fwept 
away in the iflands in lefs than fifty years, 
and haftening to extinétion on the continent 
with the fame rapid decay. With the decifive 
tone of one ftrongly prepoffeffed with the 
truth of his own fyftem, he imputed all this 
to a fingle caufe, to the exactions and cruelty 


* Remefal Hift. de Chiapa, p.146, 
of 
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of his countrymen, and contended that nothing BOOK 
could prevent the depopulation of America, , ial 
but the declaring of its natives to be freemen, +542. 
and treating them as fubjeéts, not as flaves. 

Nor did he confide for the fuccefs of this pro- 

pofal in the powers of his oratory alone. In 

order to enforce them, he compofed his famous 

treatife concerning the deftruction of Ame- 

rica", in which he relates, with many horrid 
circumftances, but with apparent marks of 
exaggerated defcription, the devaftation of 

every province which had been vifited by the 
Spaniards. 


Tue Emperor was deeply afflicted with the His gatici- 
recital of fo many aétions fhocking to huma- met 
nity. But as his views extended far beyond §nrl re 


thofe of Las Cafas, he perceived that relieving sve 
the Indians from oppreflion was but one ftep 
towards rendering his poffeffions in the New 
World a valuable acquifition, and would be 
of little avail, unlefs he could circumfcribe the 
power and ufurpations of his own fubjeéts 
there. The conquerors of America, however 
great their merit had been towards their coun- 
try, were moftly perfons of fuch mean birth, 
and of fuch an abject rank in fociety, as gave 
no diftinétion in the eye of a monarch, The 
exorbitant wealth with which fome of them 


» Remefal, p.192. 199. 
returned, 
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BO OX returned, gave umbrage to an age not accuf- 
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tomed to fee men in inferior condition ele- 
vated above their level, and rifing to emulate 
or to furpafs the ancient nobility in fplendour. 
The territories which their leaders had appro- 
priated to themfelves were of fuch enormous 
extent', that if the country fhould ever be 
improved in proportion to the fertility of 
the foil, they muft grow too wealthy and 
too powerful for fubjeéts. It appeared to 
Charles that this abufe required a remedy no 
leis than the other, and that the regulations 
concerning both muft be enforced by a mode 
of government more vigorous than had yet 
been introduced into America. 


Wirs this view he framed a body of laws, 
containing many falutary appointments with 
refpeét to the conftitution and powers of the 
fupreme council of the Indies; concerning the 
flation and jurifdiétion of the royal audiences 
in different parts of America; the adminif- 
tration of juftice; the order of government, 
both ecclefiaftical and civil. Thefe were ap- 
proved of by all ranks of men. But together 
with them were iffued the following regu- 
lations, which excited univerfal alarm, and 
occafioned the moft violent convulfions: 
“* That as the repartimientos or fhares of land 


i See NOTE XXIV.. ; 
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feized by feveral perfons appeared to be ex-B O OK 


ceflive, the royal audiences are empowered 
to reduce them to a moderate extent: That 
upon the death of any conqueror or planter, 
the lands and Indians granted to him fhall not 
defcend to his widow or children, but return 
to the crown: That the Indians fhall hence- 
forth be exempt from perfonal fervice, and 
fhall not be compelled to carry the baggage 
of travellers, to labour in the mines, or to 
dive in the pearl fifheries: That the ftated 
tribute due by them to their fuperior fhall be 
afcertained, and they fhall be paid as fervants 
for any work they voluntarily perform: That 
all perfons who are or have been in public 
offices, all ecclefiaftics of every denomination, 
all hofpitals and monafteries, fhall be deprived 
of the lands and Indians allotted to them, 
and thefe be annexed to the crown: That 
every perfon in Peru, who had any criminal 
concern in the contefts between Pizarro and 
Almagro, fhould forfeit his lands and In- 
dians*.”” 


Aut the Spanifh minifters who had hitherto 
been entrufted with the direétion of Ame- 
rican affairs, and who were beft acquainted 
with the ftate of the country, remonftrated 


* Herrera, dec. 7. lib. vi. c.5. Fernandez Hift. lib.i. 
€.I, 2. 
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BOOK againft thofe regulations as ruinous to their 


1542. 


infant colonies. They reprefented, that the 
number of Spaniards who had hitherto emi- 
grated to the New World was fo extremely 
fmall, that nothing could be expected from 
any eftort of theirs towards improving the 
vaft regions over which they were fcattered; 
that the fuccefs of every fcheme for this pur- 
pofe muft depend upon the miniftry and fer- 
vice of the Indians, whofe native indolence 
and averfion to labour, no profpect of benefit 
or promife of reward could furmount; that 
the moment the right of impofing a tafk, and 
exacting the performance of it, was taken 
from their mafters, every work of induftry 
muft ceafe, and all the fources from which 
wealth begun to pour in upon Spain muft 
be ftopt for ever. But Charles, tenacious 
at all times of his own opinions, and fo 
much impreffed at prefent with the view of 
the diforders which reigned in America, 
that he was willing to hazard the applica- 
tion even of a dangerous remedy, perfifted 
in his refolution of publifhing the laws. 
That they might be carried into execution 
with greater vigour and authority, he autho- 
rifed Francifco Tello de Sandoval to repair to 
Mexico as Vifitador or fuperintendant of that 
country, and to co-operate with Antonio de 
Mendoza, the viceroy, in enforcing them. 

He 
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. He appointed Blafco Nugnez Vela to be BOOK 
governor of Peru, with the title of viceroy; , a 
and in order to ftrengthen his adminiftration, , at. 
he eftablifhed a court of royal audience in pees 
Lima, in which four lawyers of eminence were 


to prefide as judges’. 


Tue viceroy and fuperintendant failed at ogee 
the fame time; and an account of the laws rom _ 
which they were to enforce reached America 
before them. The entry of Sandoval into 
Mexico was viewed as the prelude of general 
ruin. The unlimited grant of liberty to the 
Indians affeéted every Spaniard in America 
without diftinétion, andthere were hardly one 
who might not onfome pretext be included un- 
der the other regulations, and fuffer by them. 

But the colony in New Spain had now been 
fo long accuftomed to the reftraints of law 
and authority under the fteady and prudent 
adminiftration of Mendoza, that how much 
foever the fpirit of the new ftatutes was de- 
tefted and dreaded, no attempt was made to 
obftruét the publication of them by any act of 
violence unbecoming fubjeéts. The magif- 
trates and principal inhabitants, however, pre- 
fented dutiful addreffes to the viceroy and 


' Zarate, lib.iii. c. 24. Gomara, c.15t. Vega, p.2. 
lib. iii. c.20. 


fuper- 
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BO OK fuperintendant, reprefenting the fatal confe- 
VI. : ‘ 
—_-_ quences of enforcing them. Happily for them, 


1543. 


ta Peru. 


Mendoza, by long refidence in the country, 
was fo thoroughly acquainted with its ftate, 
that he knew what was for its intereft as well 
as what it could bear; and Sandoval, though 
new in office, difplayed a degree of modera- 
tion feldom pofleffed by perfons juft entering - 
upon the exercife of power. They engaged 
to fufpend, for fome time, the execution of 
what was offenfive in the new laws, and not 
only confented that a deputation of citizens 
fhould be fent to Europe to lay before the 
Emperor the apprehenfions of his fubjeéts in 
New Spain with refpect to their tendency and 
effeéts, but they concurred with them in fup- 
porting their fentiments. Charles, moved by 
the opinion of men whofe abilities and inte. 
grity entitled them to decide concerning what 
fell immediately under their own view, granted 
fuch a relaxation of the rigour of the laws as 
re-eftablifhed the colony in its former tran- 
quillity™. 


In Peru the ftorm gathered with an afpeé& 
ftill more fierce and threatening, and was not 
fo foon difpelled. The conquerors of Peru, of 


™ Fernandez Hift. lib.i. c.3,4,5. Vega, p.11. lib. iii. 
G. 21, 22. Herrera, dec, 7. lib.v. c.7. lib. vii.c, 14,15. 


Torquem. Mond. Ind. lib.y. c. 13. 
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2. rank much inferior to thofe whohad fubje&ted BOO K 
Mexico to the Spanifh crown, farther removed ep cic 
from the infpeétion of the parent ftate, andin- *543 
toxicated with the fudden acquifition of wealth, 
carried on all their operations with greater li- 
cence and irregularity than any body of adven- 
turers inthe New World. Amidft the general 
fubverfion of law and order, occafioned by two 
fucceffive civil wars, when each individual was 
at liberty to decide for himfelf, without any 
guide but his own intereft or paffions, this tur- 
bulent fpirit rofe above all fenfe of fubordina- 
tion. To men thus corrupted by anarchy, the 
introduction of regular government, the power 
of a viceroy, and the authority of a refpeétable 
court of judicature, would of themfelves have 
appeared formidable reftraints, to which they 
would have fubmitted with reluétance. But 
they revolted with indignation againft the idea 
of complying with laws, by which they were 
to be ftripped at once of all they had earned 
fo hardly during many years of fervice and 
fuffering. As the account of the new laws 
fpread fucceflively through the different fet- 
tlements, the inhabitants ran together, the 
women in tears, and the men exclaiming 
againft the injuftice and ingratitude of their 
fovereign in depriving them, unheard and un- 
convicted, of their poffeflions, “ Is this,” cried 
they, “* the recompence due to perfons, who, 
without 
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B OO K without public aid, at their own expence, and 
ee by their own valour, have fubjeéted to the 
543, crown of Caftile territories of fuch immenfe 
extent and opulence? Are thefe the rewards 

. beftowed for having endured unparalleled dif- 
trefs, for having encountered every fpecies of 
danger in the fervice of their country? Whofe 

merit is fo great, whofe conduét has been fo 
irreproachable, that he may not be condemned 

by fome penal claufe in regulations, conceived 

in terms as loofe and comprehentive, as if it 

‘had been intended that all fhould be entan- 
gled in their fnare? Every Spaniard of note 

in Peru has held fome public office, and all, 
without diftinétion, have been conttrained 

to take an active part in the conteft between 

the two rival chiefs. Were the former to be 
robbed of their property becaufe they had 

done their duty? Were the latter to be pu- 
nifhed on account of what they could not 
avoid? Shall the conquerors of this great 
empire, inftead of receiving marks of diftine- 

tion, be deprived of the natural confolation of 
providing for their widows and children, and 

leave them to depend for fubfiftence on the 
fcanty fupply they can extort from unfeeling 
courtiers"? We are not able now, continued 

they, to explore unknown regions in queft of 


® Herrera, dec. 7. lib. vii. c.14, 15. 
rot more 
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more fecure fettlements; our conftitutions 
debilitated with age, and our bodies covered 
with wounds, are no longer fit for aétive fer- 
vice; but {till we poflefs vigour fufticient to 
affert our juft rights, and we will not tamely 
fuffer them to be wrefted from us’.’? 


By difcourfes of this fort, uttered with vehe- 
mence, and liftened to with univerfal approba- 
tion, their paflions were inflamed to fuch a 
pitch, that they were prepared for the moft 
violent meafures ; and began to hold conful- 
tations in different places, how they might 
oppole the entrance of the viceroy and judges, 
and prevent not only the execution but the 
promulgation of the new laws. From this, 
however, they were diverted by the addrefs 
of Vaca de Caftro, who flattered them with 
hopes, that, as foon as the viceroy and judges 
fhould arrive, and had leifure to examine their 
petitions and remonitrances, they would con- 
cur with them in endeavouring to procure 
fome mitigation in the rigour of laws which 
had been framed without due attention either 
to the ftate of the country, or to the fenti- 


ments of the people. A greater degree of 


accommodation to thefe, and even fome con- 
ceflions on the part of government, were now 


° Gomara, c.152. Herrera, dec. 7. lib. vi. c. 10, 11. 
Vega, p.11. lib. iii, c. 20. 22. libsiv. c. 3, 4. 
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BO 0 K become requifite to compofe the prefent fer- 


Vi. 


154s 


The tpirit 

of ditaffzc- 
tion in- 
crealed by 
the viceroy. 


March 4. 


ment, and to foothe the colonifts into fub- 
miflion, by infpiring them with confidence in 
their fuperiors. But without profound dif- 
cernment, conciliating manners, and flexibi- 
lity of temper, fuch a plan could not be car- 
ried on. The viceroy poffefied none of thefe. 
Of all the qualities that fit men for high com- 
mand, he was endowed only with integrity 
and courage; the former harfh and uncom. 


_ plying, the latter bordering fo frequently on 


rafhnefs or obftinacy, that in his fituation they 
were defeéts rather than virtues. From the 
moment that he landed at Tumbez, Nugnez 
Vela feems to have confidered himfelf merely 
as an executive officer, without any difcre- 
tionary power ; and, regardlefs of whatever he 
obferved or heard concerning the ftate of the 
country, he adhered to the letter of the regu- 
lations with unrelenting rigour. In all the 
towns through which he paffed, the natives 
were declared to be free, every perfon in 
public office was deprived of his lands and 
fervants; and as an example of obedience to 
others, he would not fuffer a fingle Indian to 
be employed in carrying his own baggage in 
his march towards Lima. Amazement and 
confternation went before him as he ap- 
proached; and {fo little folicitous was he to 
prevent thefe from augmenting, that, on en- 

tering 
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tering the capital, he openly avowed that he 
came to obey the orders of his fovereign, not 
to difpenfe with his laws. This harfh declara- 
tion was accompanied with what rendered it 
ftill more intolerable, haughtinefs in deport- 
ment, a tone of arrogance and decifion in 
difcourfe, and an infolence of office grievous 
to men little accuftomed to hold civil autho- 
rity in high refpeét. Every attempt to pro- 
cure a fufpenfion or mitigation of the new 
laws, the viceroy confidered as flowing from a 
{pirit of difaffeétion that tended to rebellion. 
Several perfons of rank were confined, and 
fome put to death, without any form of trial. 
Vaca de Caftro was arrefted, and notwith- 
ftanding the dignity of his former rank, and 
his merit, in having prevented a general in- 
furreétion in the colony, he was loaded with 
chains, and fhut up in the common jail’. 


But however general the indignation was 


againft fuch proceedings, it is probable the 
hand of authority would have been ftrong 
enough to fuppref’ it, or to prevent it burfting 
out with open violence, if the malcontents 
had not been provided with a leader of credit 
and eminence to unite and to direét their ef- 
forts. From the time that the purport of the 
P Zarate, lib, iv. c. 23, 24,25. Gomara, c-153—155. 
Vega, p. 11. lib.iv. c. 4,5. Fernandez, lib.1.¢.6—10. 
Q 2 new 
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BooxkKnew regulations was known in Peru, every 


Vi. 


_—— 


1543+ 


Spaniard there turned his eyes towards Gon- 
zalo Pizarro, as the only perfon able to avert 
the ruin with which they threatened the co- 
lony. From all quarters, letters and addrefles 
were fent to him, conjuring him to ftand forth 
as their common proteétor, and offering to 
fupport him in the attempt with their lives and 
fortunes. Gonzalo, though inferior in talents 
to his other brothers, was equally ambitious, 
and of courage no lefs daring. The behaviour 
of an ungrateful court towards his brothers 
and himfelf, dwelt continually on his mind. 
Ferdinand a ftate prifoner im Europe, the 
ehildren of the governor in cuftody of the 
viceroy, and fent aboard his fleet, himfelf re- 
duced to the condition of a private citizen 
in a country, for the difcovery and conqueft 
of which Spain was indebted to his family. 
Thefe thoughts prompted him to feek for 
vengeance, and to affert the rights of his fa- 


“mily, of which he now confidered himfelf as 


the guardian and the heir. But as no Spa- 
niard can eafily furmount that veneration for 
his fovereign which feems to be interwoven 
in his frame, the idea of marching in arms 
againft the royal ftandard filled him with 
horror. He hefitated long, and was ftill unre- 
folved, when the violence of the viceroy, theuni- 
verfal call of his countrymen, and the certainty 
of 
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of becoming foon a viétim himfelf to the fe- Boox 
verity of the new laws, moved him to quit his oe 
refidence at Chuquifaca de la Plata, and repair +543. 
to Cuzco, All the inhabitants went out to 

meet him, and received him with tranfports of 

joy as the deliverer of the colony. In the fer- 

vour of their zeal, they elected him procurator- 
general of the Spanifh nation in Peru, to fo- 

licit the repeal of the late regulations. They 
empowered him to lay their remonftrances 
before the royal audience in Lima, and upon 
pretext of danger from the Indians, authorifed 

him to march thither in arms. Under fanétion — 1544. 
of this nomination Pizarro took pofleflion of 

the royal treafure, appointed officers, levied 
foldiers, feized a large train of artillery, which 

Vaca de Caftro had depofited in Gumanga, 

and fet out for Lima, as if he had been ad- 
vancing againfta public enemy. Difaffeétion 
having now affumed a regular form, and being 
united under a chief of fuch diftinguifhed 
name, many perfons of note reforted to his 
ftandard; and a confiderable part of the 
troops, raifed by the viceroy to oppofe his 
progrefs, deferted to him in a body *. 


9 Zarate, lib. v. c.1. Gomara, c. 156,157. Vega, p- II. 
lib. iv. c.q—12. Fernandez, lib. i. ¢.12—17. Herrera, 
dec. 7. lib. vii. c. 18, &c. lib. viii, c. 1—5- 
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300K  Berore Pizarro reached Lima, a revolution 
VI. had happened there, which encouraged him 
1544 to proceed with almoft certainty of fuccefs. 


Diffentions . : - . 
cf the viee- The violence of the viceroy’s adminiftration 


iat was not more formidable to the Spaniards of 
aden Peru, than his overbearing haughtinefs was 
odious to his affociates, the judges of the royal 
audience. During their voyage from Spain, 
fome fymptoms of coldnefs between the vice- 
roy and them began to appear’. But as foon 
as they entered upon the exercife of their re- 
{pective offices, both parties were fo much ex- 
afperated by frequent contefts, arifing from 
interference of jurifdiétion and contrariety of 
opinion, that their mutual difguft foon grew 
into open enmity. The judges thwarted the 
viceroy in every meafure, fet at liberty pri- 
foners whom he had confined, juftified the 
malcontents, and applauded their remon- 
ftrances. At atime when both departments 
of government fhould have united againft the 
approaching enemy, they were contending 
with each other for fuperiority. The judges 
lea cat at length prevailed. The viceroy, univerfally 
Sep.18. odious, and abandoned even by his own 
guards, was feized in his palace, and carried 
to a defert ifland on the coaft, to be kept there 

until he could be fent home to Spain. 


* Gomara, c. 171. 
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TueE judges, in confequence of this, having BO 0 K 
affumed the fupreme direétion of affairs into —"_, 
their own hands, iffued a proclamation fuf |. 1544 
pending the execution of the obnoxious laws, Pizarro. 
and fent a meflage to Pizarro, requiring him, 
as they had already granted whatever he could 
requett, to difmifs his troops, and to repair to 
Lima with fifteen or twenty attendants. They 
could hardly expeét that a man fo daring and 
ambitious would tamely comply with this re- 
quifition. It was made, probably, with no 
fuch intention, but only to throw a decent veil 
over their own conduét ; for Cepeda, the pre- 
fident of the court of audience, a pragmatical 
and afpiring lawyer, feems to have held a fe- 
cret correfpondence with Pizarro, and had 
already formed the plan, which he afterwards 
executed, of devoting himfelf to his fervice. 

The imprifonment of the viceroy, the ufurpa- 
tion of the judges, together with the univerfal 
confufion and anarchy confequent upon events 
fo fingular and unexpeéted, opened new and 
vaft profpects to Pizarro. He now beheld the 
fupreme power within his reach. Nor did he 
want courage to pufh on towards the objeét 
which fortune prefented to his view. Carvajal, 
the prompter of his refolutions, and guide of 
all his aétions, had long fixed his eye upon it 
as the only end at which Pizarro ought to aim. 
Inftead of the inferior funétion of procurator 

Q4 for 
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for the Spanith fettlements in Peru, he openly 
demanded to be governor and captain-general 
of the whole province, and required the court 
of audience to grant him a commiffion to that 
effeé&t. At the head of twelve hundred men, 
within a mile of Lima, where there was neither 
leader nor army to oppofe him, fuch a requeft 
carried with it the authority of a command. 
But the judges, either from unwillingnefs to 
relinquifh power, or from a defire of preferv- 
ing fome attention to appearances, hefitated, 
or feemed to hefitate, about complying with 
what he demanded. Carvajal, impatient of 
delay, and impetuous in all his operations, 
marched into the city by night, feized feveral 
officers of diftinétion obnoxious to Pizarro, 
and hanged them without the formality of a 
trial. Next morning the court of audience 
iflued a commiflion in the Emperor’s name, 
appointing Pizarro governor of Peru, with 
full powers, civil as well as military, and he 
entered the town that day with extraordinary 
pomp, to take pofieffion of his new dignity *. 


Bor amidit thediforderand turbulence which 
accompanied this total diffolution of the frame 


S Zarate, lib. v. c.8—10. Vega, p. 11. lib. iv. ¢. 13— 
19. Gomara, c.159—163. Fernandez, lib. i. c, 18—25. 
Herrera, dec. 7. lib. viii, c. 1o—20. 
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of government, the minds of men, fet loofe goo K 


from the ordinary reftraints of law and autho- 
rity, aéted with fuch capricious irregularity, 
that events no lef’ extraordinary than unex- 
peéted followed in a rapid fucceffion. Pizarro 
had {carcely begun to exercife the new powers 
with which he was invefted, when he beheld 
formidable enemics rife up to oppofe him. 
Thé viceroy having been put on board a veffel 
by the judges of the audience, in order that 
he might be carried to Spain under cuftody of 
Juan Alvarez one of their own number; as 
foon as they were out at fea, Alvarez, either 
touched with remorfe, or moved by fear, 
kneeled down to his prifoner, declaring him 
from that moment to be free, and that he 
himfelf, and every perfon in the fhip, would 
obey him as the legal reprefentative of their 
fovereign. Nugnez Vela ordered the pilot of 
the veflel to fhape his courfe towards Tum- 
bez, and as foon as he landed there, ereéted 
the royal ftandard, and refumed his funétions 
of viceroy. Several perfons of note, to whom 
the contagion of the feditious fpirit which 
reigned at Cuzco and Lima had not reached, 
inftantly avowed their refolution to fupport 
his authority‘. The violence of Pizarro’s go- 


* Zarate, lib.5. c.9. Gomara, c. 165. Fernandez, lib.i. 
c.23. Herrera, dec. 7. lib. vill. c.15. 
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vernment, who obferved every individual with 
the jealoufy natural to ufurpers, and who pu- 
nifhed every appearance of difaffection with 
unforgiving feverity, foon augmented the 
number of the viceroy’s adherents, as it forced 
fome leading men in the colony to fly to hin 
for refuge. While he was gathering fuch 
ftrength at Tumbez, that his forces began to 
affume the appearance of what was confidered 
as an army in America, Diego Centeno, a 
bold and active officer, exafperated by the cru- 
elty and oppreflion of Pizarro’s lieutenant- 
governor in the province of Charcas, formed 
a confpiracy againft his life, cut him off, and 
declared for the viceroy “. 


Pizarro, though alarmed with thofe ap- 
pearances of hoftility in the oppofite extremes 
of the empire was not difeoncerted. He pre- 
pared to aflert the authority to which he had 
attained, with the fpirit and conduét of an 
officer accuftomed to command, and marched 
direétly againft the viceroy as the enemy who 
was neareft as well as moft formidable. As 
he was mafter of the public revenues in Peru, 
and moft of the military men were attached to 
his family, his troops were fo numerous, that 


u Zarate, lib. v. c.18. Gomara, c. 169. Herrera, 
dec. 7. lib.ix. c. 27. 
the 
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the viceroy, unable to face them, retreated BOOK 
towards Quito. Pizarro followed him; and in __Y% i 
that long march, through a wild mountainous 154s. 
country, fuffered hardfhips and encountered 
difficulties, which no troops but thofe accuf- 
tomed to ferve in America could have endured 

or furmounted". The viceroy had fcarcely 
reached Quito, when the vanguard of Pizarro’s 
‘forces appeared, led by Carvajal, who, though 

near fourfcore, was as hardy and active as any 
young foldier under his command, Nugnez 

Vela inftantly abandoned a town incapable of 
defence, and with a rapidity more refembling 

a flight than a retreat, marched into the pro- 

vince of Popayan. Pizarro continued to pur- 

fue ; but finding it impoflible to overtake him, 
returned to Quito. From thence he difpatched 
Carvajal to oppofe Centeno, who was growing 
formidable in the fouthern provinces of the 
empire, and he himfelf remained there to 

make head againft the viceroy*. 


By his own aétivity, and the affiftance of The viceroy 
Benalcazar, Nugnez Vela foon affembled four 
hundred men in Popayan. As he retained, 


See NOTE XXV. 

* Zarate, lib. v. c. 15, 16—24. Gomara, c.167. Vega, 
p- tr. lib. iv. c.25—28. Fernandez, lib. i. c. 34. 40. 
Herrera, dec. 7. lib. viii. c. 16. 20—27. 
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BOO x amidft all his difafters, the fame elevation of 
VI. 


—— 
I545- 


1546. 


January 18, 


and flain. 


mind, and the fame high fenfe of his own 
dignity, he rejected with difdain the advice of 
fome of his followers who urged him to make 
overtures of accommodation to Pizarro, de- 
claring that it was only by the fword that a 
conteft with rebels could be decided. With 
this intention he marched back to Quito. Pi- 
zarro, relying on the fuperior number, and ftill 
more on the difcipline and valour of his 
troops, advanced refolutely to meet him. 
The battle was fierce and bloody, both parties 
fighting like men who knew that the poffeffion 
of a great empire, the fate of their leaders, 
and their own future fortune, depended upon 
the iffue of that day. But Pizarro’s veterans 
pufhed forward with fuch regular and well- 
direéted force, that they foon began to make 
impreflion on their enemies. The viceroy, 
by extraordinary exertions, in which the abi- 
lities of a commander and the courage of a 
foldier were equally difplayed, held viétory 
for fome time in fufpence. At length he fell, 
pierced with many wounds; and the rout of 
his followers became general. They were 
hotly purfued. His head was cut off, and 
placed on the public gibbet in Quito, which 
Pizarro entered in triumph. The troops affem. 
bled by Centeno were difperfed foon after by 

Carvajal, 
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Carvajal, and he himfelf compelled to fly to 
the mountains, where he remained for feveral 
months concealedin a cave. Every perfon in 


Peru, from the frontiers of Popayan to thofe 


of Chili, fubmitted to Pizarro; and by his 
fleet, under Pedro de Hinojofa, he had not 
only the unrivalled command of the South 
Sea, but had taken poffeflion of Panama, and 
placed a garrifon in Nombre de Dios, on the 
oppofite fide of the ifthmus, which rendered 
him matter of the only avenue of communica- 
tion between Spain and Peru, that was ufed 
at that period’. 


Arter this decifive viétory, Pizarro and his 
followers remained for fome time at Quito, and 
during the firft tranfports of their exultation, 
they ran into every excels of licentious indul- 
gence, with the riotous fpirit ufual among low 
adventurers upon extraordinary fuccefs. But 
amidft this diflipation, their chief and his con- 
fidents were obliged to turn their thoughts 
fometimes to what was ferious, and deliberated 
with much folicitude concerning the part that 
he ought now to take. Carvajal, no lefs bold 
and decifive in council than in the field, had 


3 Zarate, lib. v. c.31, 32. Gomara, c.170.. Vega, 
p- 11. lib. iv. c. 33, 34- Fernandez, lib. i. c. 51—s4. Her- 
rera, dec. 7. lib.x. c.12.19—22. dec. 8, lib. i. c.1—3. 
Benzo, lib. iii, c.12. 
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from the beginning warned Pizarro, that in the 
career on which he was entering, it was vain 
to think of holding a middle courfe ; that he 
mutt either boldly aim at all, or attempt no- 
thing. From the time that Pizarro obtained 
pofleffion of the government of Peru, he in- 
culcated the fame maxim with greater earnett- 
nefs. Upon receiving an account of the vic- 
tory at Quito, he remonftrated with him in a 
tone ftill more peremptory. ‘ You.have 
ufurped (faid he, in a letter written to Pi- 
zarro on that occafion) the fupreme power in 
this country, in contempt of the Emperor’s 
commiffion to the viceroy. You have marched 
in hoftile array againft the royal ftandard; you 
have attacked the reprefentative of your fove- 
reign in the field, have defeated him, and cut 
off his head. ‘Think not that ever a monarch 
will forgive fuch infults on his dignity, or 
that any reconciliation with him can be cordial 
or fincere. Depend no longer on the preca- 
rious favour of another. Afiume yourfelf the 
fovereignty over a country, to the dominion of 
which your family has a title founded on the 
rights both of difcovery and conqueft. It is 
in your power to attach every Spaniard in 
Peru of any confequence inviolably to your 
intereft by liberal grants of lands and of In- 
dians, or by inftituting ranks of nobility, and 
creating titles of honour fimilar to thofe which 

are 
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are courted with fo much eagernefs in Europe. B OO K 


By eftablifhing orders of knighthood, with 
privileges and diftinétions refembling thofe in 
Spain, you may beftow a gratification upon 
the officers in your fervice, fuited to the 
ideas of military men. Nor is it to your 
countrymen only that you ought to attend; 
endeavour to gain the natives. By marrying 
the Coya, or daughter of the Sun next in 
fucceffion to the crown, you will induce the 
Indians, out of veneration for the blood of 
their ancient princes, to unite with the 
Spaniards in fupport of your authority. 
Thus, at the head of the ancient inhabitants 
of Peru, as well as of the new fettlers there, 
you may fet at defiance the power of Spain, 
and repel with eafe any feeble force which 
it can fend at fuch a diftance.” Cepeda, 
the lawyer, who was now Pizarro’s confi- 
dential counfellor, warmly feconded Carva- 
jal’s exhortations, and employed whatever 
learning he poffeffed in demonftrating, that 
all the founders of great monarchies had been 
raifed to pre-eminence, not by the antiquity 
of their lineage, or the validity of their rights, 
but by their own afpiring valour and perfonal 
merit*. 
= Vega, p. 11. lib.iv. c.40. Fernandez, lib.i. c. 34. 
lib. ii. c.t- 49. Herrera, dec. 8. lib. ii. c. 10. 
Pizarro 
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BOOK  Pyzanro liftened ‘attentively to both, and 

_*_, could not conceal the fatisfaétion with which 

pits. hecontemplated the object that they prefented _ 

woneercins 40 his view. But happily for the tranquillity of 

a the world, few men poflels thatfuperiorftrength 
of mind, and extent of abilities, which are ca. 
pable of forming and executing fuch daring - 
fchemes, as cannot be accomplifhed without 
overturning the eftablithed order of fociety, and 
violating thofe maxims of duty which men are 
accuftomed to hold facred. The mediocrity 
of Pizarro’s talents circumfcribed his ambition 
within more narrow limits. Inftead of afpir- 
ing at independent power, he confined his 
views to the obtaining from the court of Spain 
a confirmation of the authority which he now 
poffeffed ; and for that purpofe, he fent an 
officer of diftinéction thither, to give fuch a 
reprefentation of his conduét, and of the ftate 
of the country, as might induce the Emperor 
and his minifters, either from inclination or 
from neceiflity, to continue him in his prefent 
flation. 


Conic. Wutze Pizarro was deliberating with refpeét 

Senin mi- to the part which he fhould take, confultations - 
were held in Spain, with no lefS folicitude, 
concerning the meafures which ought to be 
purfuedin order to re-eftablith the Emperor’s 


authority 
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authority in Peru. Though unacquainted with BO OK 
the laft exceffes of outrage to which the mal- _ ¥® 
contents had proceeded in that country, the 154% 
court had received an account of the infurrec. 
tion againft the viceroy, of his imprifonment, 
and the ufurpation of the government by 
- Pizarro. A révolution fo alarming called for 
an immediate interpofition of the Emperor’s 
abilities and authority. But as he was fully 
occupied at that time in Germany, in cone 
duéting the war againft the famous league of 
Smalkalde, one of the moft interefting and . 
arduous enterprifes in his reign, the care of 
providing a remedy for the diforders in Peru 
devolved upon his fon Philip, and the counfel- 
lors whom Charles had appointed to aflift him 
in the government of Spain during his abfence. 
At firft view, the actions of Pizarro and his ad- 
herents appeared fo repugnant to the duty of 
fubje&ts towards their fovereign, that the 
greater part of the minifters infifted on declar- 
ing them inftantly to be guilty of rebellion, and 
on proceeding to punifh them with exemplary 
rigour. But when the fervour of their zeal and 
indignation bégan to abate, innumerable ob- 
ftacles to the execution of this meafure pre 
fented themfelves, The veteran bands of in- 
fantry, the ftrength and glory of the Spanifi 
armies, were then employed in Germany. 

VOL. IT. : R Spain, 


242 


» HISTORY OF AMERICA. 


B O OK Spain, exhaufted of men and money by a long 
VI. feries of wars, in which fhe had been involved 


en amend 


1546. 


by the reftlefs ambition of two fucceflive mo- 
narchs, could not eafily equip an armament of 
fufficient force to reduce Pizarro. To tranf- 
port any refpeétable body of troops to a coun- 
try fo remote as Peru, appeared almoft impof- 
fible. While Pizarro continued mafter of the 
South Sea, the direét route by Nombre de 
Dios and Panama was impraéticable. An at- 
tempt to march to Quito by land through the 
new kingdom of Granada, and the province of 
Popayan, acrofs regions of prodigious extent, 
defolate, unhealthy, or inhabited by fierce and 
hoftile tribes, would be attended with unfur- 
mountable danger and hardthips. The paflage 
to the South Sea by the Straits of Magellan 
was fo tedious, fo uncertain, and fo little known 
in that age, that no confidence could be placed 
in any effort carried on in a courfe of navi- 
gation fo remote and precarious. Nothing 
then remained but to relinquith the fyftem 
which the ardour of their loyalty had _firft 
fuggefted, and to attempt by lenient meafures 
what could not be effeéted by force. It 
was manifeft, from Pizarro’s folicitude to re- 
prefent his conduét in a favourable light to 
the Emperor, that, notwithftanding theexceffes 
of which he had been guilty, he ftill retained 

fenti- — 
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fentiments of veneration for his fovereign. By BO Ok 
a proper application to thefe, together with _—"_, 
fome fuch conceffions as fhould difcover a fpirit — 154% 
of moderation and forbearance in government, 

there was ftill room to hope that he might be 

yet reclaimed, or the ideas of loyalty natural 

to Spaniards might fo far revive among his 
followers, that they would no longer lend their 

aid to uphold his ufurped authority. 


Tue fuccefs, however, of this negociation, Gate ap 
no lefs delicate than it was important, de- way 
pended entirely on the abilities and addrefs of [fuer 
the perfon to whom it fhould be committed. 

After weighing with much attention the com- 
parative merit of various perfons, the Spanifh 
minifters fixed with unanimity of choice upon 
Pedro de la Gafca, a prieft in no higher fta- 
tion than that of counfellor to the Inquifition. 
Though in no public office, he had been occa- 
fionally employed by government in aflairs of 
truft and confequence, and had conducted 
them with no lefs {kill than fuccefs ; difplaying 
a gentle and infinuating temper, accompanied 
with much firmnefs ; probity, fuperior to any 
feeling of private intereft; and a cautious 
circum{pection in concerting meafures, fol- 
lowed by fuch vigour in executing them, as 
is rarely found in alliance with the other. 

R 2 Thee 
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BOOK Thefe qualities marked him out for the fiine- 
gos tion to whieh he was deftined. The Emperor, 


1546. 


His mode 
tation, 


to whom Gafca was not unknown, warmly 
approved of the choice, and communicated 
it to him in a letter containing expreflions of 
good-will and confidence, no lefs honourable 
to the prince who wrote, than to the fubject 
who received it. Gafca, notwithftanding his 
advanced age and feeble conftitution, and 
though, from the apprehenfions natural to a 
man, who, during the courfe of his life, had ~ 
never been out of his own country, he dreaded 
the effeéts of a long voyage, and of an un- 
healthy climate *, did not hefitate a moment 
about complying with the will of his fovereign. 
But as a proof that it was from this principle 
alone he acted, he refufed a bifhopric which 
was offered to him, in order that he might 
appear in Peru with a more dignified charaéter; 
he would accept of no higher title than that of 
Prefident of the Court of Audience in Lima; 
and declared that he would receive no falary 
on account of his difcharging the duties of 
that office. All he required was, that the 
expence of fupporting his family fhould be 
defrayed by the public, and as he was to go like 
a minifter of peace with his gown and breviary, 


* Fernandez, tib.2. ¢.17- 
and 
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and without any retinue but a few domeftics, 
this would not load the revenue with any 
enormous burden”, 


Burt while he difcovered fuch difinterefted 
moderation with refpeét to whatever related 
perfonally to himfelf, he demanded his official 
powers in a very different tone. He infifted, 
as he was to be employed in a country fo 
remote from the feat of government, where he 
could not have recourfe to his fovereign for 
new inftruétions on every emergence ; and as 
the whole fuccefS of his negociations mutt 
depend upon the confidence which the people 
with whom he had to treat could place in the 
extent of his powers, that he ought to be in- 
vefted with unlimited authority ; that his ju- 
rifdiétion muft reach to all perfons and to all 
caufes; that he muft be empowered to pardon, 
to punifh, or to reward, as circumftances and 
the behaviour of different men might require ; 
that in cafe of refiftance fromthe malcontents, 
he might be authorifed to reduce them to 
obedience by force of arms, to levy troops for 
that purpofe, and to call for afliftance from 
the governors of all the Spanifh fettlements 
in America. ‘Thefe powers, though mani- 


> Zarate, lib. vi. c.6. Gomara, c.174. Fernandez, 
lib. ii. c.14—-16. Vega, p.ri. lib.v. ct. Herrera, 
dec. 8. lib. i. c.g, &e. 
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feftly conducive to the great objeéts of his 
miffion, appeared to the Spanifh minifters to 
be inalienable prerogatives of royalty, which 
ought not to be delegated to a fubjeét, and 
they refufed to grant them. But the Emperor’s 
views were more enlarged. As, from the 
nature of his employment, Gafca muft be en- 
trufted with difcretionary power in feveral 
points, and allhis efforts might prove ineffec- 
tual if he was circumfcribed in any one par- 
ticular, Charles fcrupled not to inveft him 
with authority to the full extent that he de- 
manded. Highly fatisfied with this freth proof 
of his mafter’s confidence, Gafca haftened 
his departure, and, without either money or 
troops, fet out to quell a formidable rebel- 
lion *, 


On his arrival at Nombre de Dios, he found 
Herman Mexia, an officer of note, pofted there, 
by order of Pizarro, with a confiderable body 
of men, to oppofe the landing of any hoftile 
forces. But, Gafca appeared in fuch pacific 
guife, with a train fo little formidable, and 
with a title of no’ fuch dignity as to excite 
terror, that he was received with much re- 
fpeét. From Nombre de Dios he advanced 
to Panama, and met with a fimilar reception - 
from Hinojofa, whom Pizarro had entrufted 


© Fernandez, lib. ii, c.16—18. 
with 
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with the government of that town, and the BOOK 
command of his fleet ftationed there. In both —_, 
places he held the fame language, declaring "5+ 
that he was fent by their fovereign as a mef- 
fenger of peace, not as a minifter of ven- 
geance; that he came to redrefs all their 
grievances, to revoke the laws which had ex- 

cited alarm, to pardon patt offences, and to 
re-eftablith order and juftice in the govern- 

ment of Peru. Ilis mild deportment, the 
fimplicity of his manners, the fanétity of his 
profeflion, and a winning appearance of can- 

dour, gained credit to his declarations. The 
veneration due to a perfon clothed with legal 
authority, and acting in virtue of a royal com- 
miffion, began to revive among men accuf- 
tomed for fome time to nothing more refpeét- 

able than an ufurped jurifdiétion. Hinojofa, 
Mexia, and feyeral other officers of diftinétion, 

to each of whom Gafca applied feparately, 

were gained over to his intereft, and waited 

only for fome decent occafion of declaring 
openly in his favour *. 


Turis the violence of Pizarro foon afforded Violent pro- 
° ings of 
them. As foon as he heard of Gafea’s arrival Piso, 
at Panama, though he received, at the fame 


time, an account of the nature of his commif- 
4 Fernandez, lib. ii. c.21, &c. Zarate, lib. vi. c.6,7- 


Gomara, c.175. Vega, p-11. lib.v. c. 3. 
R 4 fion, 
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B O OK fion, and was informed of his offers not only te 


YI. 
a 
1546. 


render every Spaniard in Peru eafy concerning 
what was paft, by an aét of general oblivion ; 
but fecure with refpeét to the future by re- 
pealing the obnoxiouslaws; inftead of accepting 
with gratitude his fovereign’s gracious con- 
ceffions, he was fo much exafperated on finding 
that he was not to be continued in his flation 
as governor of the country, that he inftantly 
refolved to oppofe the prefident’s entry into 
Peru, and to prevent his exercifing any jurif 
diétion there. To this defperate refolution he 
added another highly prepofterous. He fent 
a new deputation to Spain to juftify this con- 
duét, and to infift, in name of all the come 
munities in Peru, for a confirmation of the 
government to himfelf during life, as the only 
means of preferving tranquillity there. The 
perfons entrufted with this ftrange commiffion, 
intimated the intention of Pizarro to the pre- 
fident, and required him, in his name, to depart 
from Panama and return to Spain. They 
carried likewife fecret inftruétions to Hinojofa, 
directing him to offer Gafca a prefent of fifty 
thoufand pefos, if he would comply voluntarily 
with what was demanded of him; and if he 
fhould continue obftinate, to cut him off, either 
by affaffination or poifon *. 


* Zarate, lib. vi. c.8. Fernandez, lib. ii. ¢. 33,34. Her- 
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Many circumftances concurred in pufhing Bo og 
on Pizarro to thofe wild meafures. Having _ ‘* 
been once accuftomed to fupreme command, a 
he could not bear the thoughts of defcending tistee. 
to a private ftation. Confcious of his own 
demerit, he fufpeéted that the Emperor ftudied 
only to deceive him, and would never pardon 
the outrages which he had committed. His 
chief confidents, no lefs guilty, entertained 
the fame apprehenfions. The approach of 
_Gafca without any military force excited no 
terror. There were now above fix thoufand 
Spaniards fettled in Peru’; and at the head of 
thefe he doubted not to maintain his own in- 
dependence, if the court of Spain fhould refufe 
to grant what he required. But he knew not 
that a {pirit of defection had already begun to 
{pread among thofe whom he trufted moft. 
Hinojofa, amazed at Pizarro’s precipitate refo- 
lution of fetting himfelf in oppofition to the 
Emperor’s commiflion, and difdaining to be 
his inflrument in perpetrating the odiqus 
crimes pointed out in his fecret inftruétions, 
publicly recognized the title of the prefi- 
dent to the fupreme authority in Peru. The 
officers under his command did the fame. 

Such was the contagious influence of the — 
example, that it reached even the deputies who 


€ Herrera, dec. 8, lib, iii, c. 4. 


had 
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BOOK had been fent from Peru; and at the time 


VI. 
ee 
1546. 


1¢47. 
Pizarro re- 
folves on 
war. 


when Pizarro expected to hear either of Gafca’s 
return to Spain, or of his death, he received an 
account of his being matter of the fleet, of 
Panama, and of the troops ftationed there. 


Irniratep almoft to madnefs by events fo 
unexpected, he openly prepared for war; and 
in order to give fome colour of juftice to his 
arms, he appointed the court of audience in 
Lima to proceed to the trial of Gafea, for the 
crimes of having feized his fhips, feduced his 
officers, and prevented his deputies from pro- 
ceeding in their voyage to Spain. Cepeda, 
though aéting asa judge in virtue of the royal 
commiffion, did not fcruple to proftitute the 
dignity of his funétion by finding Gafca guilty 
of treafon, and condemning him to death on 
that account ®. Wild, and even ridiculous as 
this proceeding was, it impofed on the low 
illiterate adventurers, with whom Peru was 
filled, by the femblance ofa legal fanétion war- 
ranting Pizarro to carry on hoftilities againft 
a convicted traitor. Soldiers accordingly re- 
forted from every quarter to his ftandard, and 
he was foon at the head of a thoufund men, 


& Fernandez, lib. ii. c.55. Vega, p.11. lib. v. c.7. 
Herrera, dec. 8. lib. iii. c. 6. 
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the beft equipped that had ever taken the field B BS OK 


in Peru. ‘ F 
1547- 


Gasca, on his part, perceiving that force Preparations 
muft be employed in order to accomplith the —— 
purpofe of his miffion, was no lefs affiduous in 
colleéting troops from Nicaragua, Carthagena, 
and other fettlements on the continent; and 
with fuch fuccefs, that he was foon in a condi- 
tion to detach a fquadron of his fleet, with a 

-confiderable body of foldiers, to the coaft of 
Peru. ‘Their appearance excited a dreadful Arr. 
alarm ; and though they did not attempt for 
fome time to make any defcent, they did more 
effectual fervice by fetting afhore in different 
places perfons who difperfed copies of the aé& 
of gencral indemnity,andthe revocation of the 
late ediéts; and who made known every where 
the pacific intentions, as well as mild temper, 
of the prefident. The etfeét of fpreading this 
information was wonderful. All who were dif- 
fatisfied with Pizarro’s violent adminiftration, 
all who retained any fentiments of fidelity to 
their fovereign, began to meditate revolt. 
Some openly deferted a caufe which they now 
deemed to be unjuft. Centeno, leaving the Gaeition 
cave in which he lay concealed, aflembled about : 
fifty of his former adherents, and with this 
feeble half-armed band advanced boldly to 
12 Cuzco, 
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Cuzco. By a fudden attack in the night time, 
in which he difplayed no Tefs military {kill than 
valour, he rendered himfelf mafter of that 
capital, though defended by a garrifon of five 
hundred men. Moft of thefe having ranged 
themfelves under his banners, he had foon the 
command of a refpeétable body of troops ". 


Pizarro, though aftonifhed at beholding one 
enemy approaching by fea, and another by 
Jand, at a time when he trufted to the union 
of all Peru in his favour, was of a f{pirit more 
undaunted, and more accuftomed to the vicif- 
fitudes of fortune, than to be difconcerted or 
appalled, As the danger from Centeno’s 
operations was the moft urgent, he inftantly 
fet out to oppofe him. Having provided 
horfes for all his foldiers, he marched with 
amazing rapidity. But every morning he 
found his force diminifhed, by numbers who 
had left him during the night ; and though 
he became fufpicious to excefs, and punifhed 
without mercy all whom he {fufpeéted, the 
rage of defertion was too violent to be 
checked. Before he got within fight of the 
enemy at Huarina, near the lake Titiaca, he 


‘could not mufter more than four hundred 


® Zarate, lib, vi. c.13—16. Gomara, ¢. 180, 181; 
Fernandez, lib. ii, c. 28. 64, &e. i 
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foldiers. But thefe he juftly confidered as men 
of tried attachment, on whom he might de- 
pend. They were indeed the boldeft and moft 
defperate of his followers, confcious, like him- 
felf, of crimes for which they could hardly 
expect forgivenefs, and without any hope but 
in the fuccefs of their arms. With thefe he did 
not hefitate to attack Centeno’s troops, though 
double to his own in number. The royalitts 
did not decline the combat. It was the moft 
obftinate and bloody that had hitherto been 
fought in Peru. At length the intrepid valour 
of Pizarro, and the fuperiority of Carvajal’s 
military talents, triumphed over numbers, and 
obtained a complete victory. The booty was 
immenfe', and the treatment of the vanquifhed 
cruel. By this fignal fuccefs the reputa- 
tion of Pizarro was re-eftablifhed, and being 
now deemed invincible in the field, his army 
increafed daily in number*. 


- But events happened in other parts of Peru, 
which more than counterbalanced the fplendid 
victory at Huarina. Pizarro had fearcely left 
Lima,when the citizens,weary of his oppreflive 


iSee NOTE XXVI. 

® Zarate, lib.vii. c. 2,3. Gomara,c.181. Vega, p.1t. 
lb.y. c.18, &c. Fernandez, lib.ii. ¢.79. Herrera, dec. 8. 
b.iv. c.1, 2. 
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dominion, ereéted the royal ftandard, and 
Aldana, with a detachment of foldiers from 
the fleet, took poffeffion of the town. About 
the fame time', Gafca landed at Tumbez with 
five hundred men. Encouraged by his pre- 
fence, every fettlement in the low country 
declared for the King. The fituation of the 
two parties was now perfectly reverfed; Cuzco 
and the adjacent provinces were poffeffed by 
Pizarro ; all the reft of the empire, from Quito 
fouthward, acknowledged the jurifdiction of 
the prefident. As his numbers augmented 
faft, Gafca advanced into the interior part of 
the country. His behaviour ftill continued to 
be gentle and unafiuming ; he expreffed, on 
every occafion, his ardent with of terminating 
the conteft without bloodfhed. More folicit- 
ous to reclaim than to punifh, he upbraided 
no man for paft offences, but received them 
as a father receives penitent children returning 
to a fenfe of their duty.. ‘Though defirous of 
peace, he did not flacken his preparations for 
war. He appointed the general rendezvous 
of his troops in the fertile valley of Xauxa, on 
the road to Cuzco". There he remained for 
fome months, not only that he might have 
time to make ariother attempt towards an 


' Zarate, lib. vic. 17. 
™ Zarate, lib. vii, c.g. Fernandez, lib. ii. °c. 77. 82. ~ 
% accom- 
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accommodation with Pizarro, but that he 
might train his new foldiers to the ufe of arms, 
and accuftom them to the difcipline of a camp, 
before he led them againft a body of viétorious 
veterans. Pizarro, intoxicated with the fuc- 
cefs which had hitherto accompanied his arms, 
and elated with having again near a thoufand 
men under his command, refufed to liften to 
any terms, although Cepeda, together with 
feveral of his officers, and even Carvajal him- 
felf", gave it as their advice to clofe with the 
prefident’s offer of a general indemnity, and 
the revocation of the obnoxious laws®. Gafca 
having tried in vain every expedient to avoid 
imbruing his hands in the blood of his country- 
men, began to move towards Cuzco, at the 
head of fixteen hundred men. 


Pizarro, confident of victory, fuffered the 
royalifts to pafs all the rivers which lie between 
Guamanga and Cuzco without oppofition, and 
to advance within four leagues of that capital, 
flattering himfelf that a defeat in fuch a fitua- 
tion as rendered efcape impracticable would 
at once terminate the war. He then marched 
out to meet the enemy, and Carvajal chofe his 
ground, and made the difpofition of the troops 

* See NOTE XXVII. 

° Zarate, lib. vit. c.6. Vega, p. 11. lib, v. ¢. 27. 
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BOOX with the difcerning eye, and profound know- 
VI. | ledge in the art of war confpicuous in all its 
Pe i operations. As the two armies moved for- 
wards flowly to the charge, the appearance of 
each was fingular. In that of Pizarro, com- 
pofed of men enriched with the fpoils of the 
moft opulent country in, America, every officer 
and almoft all the private men, were clothed 
in ftuffs of filk, or brocade, embroidered with 
gold and filver; and their horfes, their arms; 
their ftandards, were adorned with all the 
pride of military pomp’. That of Gafca, 
though not fo fplendid, exhibited what was no 
lefs ftriking. He himfelf, accompanied by 
the archbifhop of Lima, the bifhops of Quito 
and Cuzco, and a great number of ecclefiattics, 
marching along the lines, bleffing the men, 
and encouraging them to a refolute difcharge 
of their duty. 


Pierro dc. - Wuen both armies were juft ready to en- 
woop: " gage, Cepeda fet f{purs to his horfe, galloped 
off, and furrendered himfelf to the prefident. 
Garcilaffo de laVega, and other officers of note, 
followed his example. ‘The revolt of perfons 
in fuch high rank ftruck all with amazement. 


The mutual confidence on which the union and 


® Zarate, lib. vi. c. 11. 


ftrength 
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ftrength of armies depend, ceafed at once.pook 
Diftruft and confternation fpread from rank _ VY 
torank. Some filently flipped away, others 1548. 
threw down their arms, the greateft number 
went over tothe royalifts. Pizarro, Carvajal, 

and fome leaders, employed authority, threats, 

and entreaties, to ftop them, but in vain., In 

lefs than half an hour, a body of men, which 
might have decided the fate of the Peruvian 
empire, was totally difperfed. Pizarro, feeing 

all irretrievably loft, cried out in amazement 

to a few officers who ftill faithfully adhered to 

him, “ What remains for us todo?” Let 

us rufh,” replied one of them, “ upon the 
enemy’s firmeft battalion, and die like Ro- 
mans.”  Dejected with fuch a reverfe of for- 
tune, he had not fpirit to follow this foldierly 
counfel, and with a tamenefs difgraceful to 

his former fame, he furrendered to one of taken, 
Gafca’s officers. Carvajal, endeavouring to 
efcape, was overtaken and feized. 


Gasca, happy in this bloodlefs viétory, did and pat t 
not ftain it with cruelty. Pizarro, Carvajal, 
and a fmall number of the moft diftinguifhed 
or notorious offenders, were punifhed capi- 
tally. Pizarro was beheaded on the day after 
he furrendered. He fubmitted to his fate 
with a compofed dignity, and feemed defirous 
VOL. 1il. s to 
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to atone by repentance for the crimes which 
he had committed. The end of Carvajal was 
fuitable to his life. On his trial he offered no 
defence. When the fentence adjudging him 
to be hanged was pronounced, he carelefsly 
replied, “* One can die but once.” During 
the interval between the fentence and execu- 
tion, he difeovered no fign either of remorfe 
for the paft, or of folicitude about the future; 
{coffing at all who vifited him, in his ufual far. 
caftic vein of mirth, with the fame quicknefs 
of repartee and grofs pleafantry as at any 
other period of his life. Cepeda, more cri- 
minal than either, ought to have fhared the 
fame fate; but the merit of having deferted 
his aflociates at fuch a critical moment, and 
with fuch decifive effeét, faved him from im- 
mediate punifhment. He was fent, however, as 
a prifoner to Spain, and died in confinement’, 


Iw the minute detail which the contempo- 
rary hiftorians have given of the civil diffen- 
tions that raged in Peru, with little interrup- 
tion during ten years, many circumftances 
occur fo ftriking, and which indicate fuch an 
uncommon ftate of manners, as to merit pars 
ticular attention. + 

9% Zarate, lib. vin c. 6, 7, 8. Gomara, c. 185, 186. 
Vega, p. 11. lib. v. ¢. 30, &c. Fernandez, lib. ii. c, 86, &c. 
Herrera, dec, 8. lib. iv. c. 14, &c. 
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5 , VI. 

Peru were of the loweft order in fociety, and , , 

the greater part of thofe who afterwards joined ,, *54%: 
oO mercee 


them were perfons of defperate fortune, yet hich ce 
in all the bodies of troops brought into the uit 
field by the different leaders who contended 
for fuperiority, not one man aéted as a hired 
foldier, that follows his ftandard for pay. 
Every adventurer in Peru confidered himfelf 
as a conqueror, entitled, by his fervices, to 
an eftablifhment in that country which had 
been acquired by his valour. In the contefts 
between the rival chiefs, each chofe his fide 
as he was direéted by his own judgment or 
affections. He joined his commander as a 
companion of his fortune, and difdained to 
degrade himfelf by receiving the wages of 2 
mercenary. It was to their fword, not to 
pre-eminence in office, or nobility of birth, 
that moft of the leaders whom they followed 
were indebted for their elevation; and each 
of their adherents hoped, by the fame means, 
to open a way for himfelf to the poffeffion of 
power and wealth‘. 


Bur though the troops in Peru ferved with- Armies ime 
out any regular pay, they were raifed at im- penive; 


menfe expence. Among men accuftomed to 


' Vega, p. 11. lib. iy. c. 38. 41, 
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mence re- 
wards to in- 


dividuals. 


defire of obtaining wealth acquired incredible 
force. The ardour of purfuit augmented in 
proportion to the hope of fuccefs. Where all 
were intent on the fame object, and under the 
dominion of the fame paflion, there was but 
one mode of gaining men, or of fecuring their 
attachment. Officers of name and influence, 
befides the promife of future eftablifhments, 
received in hand large gratuities from the 
chief with whom they engaged. Gonzalo 
Pizarro, in order to raife a thoufand men, ad- 
vanced five hundred thoufand pefos*. Gafca 
expended in levying the troops which he led 
againft Pizarro nine hundred thoufand pefos *. 
The diftribution of property, beftowed as the 
reward of fervices, was flill more exorbitant. 
Cepeda, as the recompence of his perfidy 
and addrefs, in perfuading the court of royal 
audience to give the fanétion of its autho- 
rity to the ufurped jurifdiétion of Pizarro, 
received a grant of lands which yielded an 
annual income of a hundred and fifty thou- 
‘and pefos”. Hinojofa, who, by his early 
defection from Pizarro, and furrender of 
the fleet to Gafca, decided the fate of Peru, 
obtained a diftrict of country affording 


* ernandez, lib. ii. ¢. 54. 


* Zarate, lib. vii. c.10. Herrera, dec. 8. lib. v. ¢. a. 
“ Gomara, c, 164, 


two 
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two hundred thoufand pefos of yearlf value’. goo K 
While fuch rewards were dealt out to the _ ‘! 
principal officers, with more than royal muni- 148. 
ficence, proportional fhares were conferred 

upon thofe of inferior rank. 


Sucu a rapid change of fortune produced 7:' ee 
its natural effects. It gave birth to new wants, xr. 
and new defires. Veterans, long accuftomed 
to hardfhip and toil, acquired of a fudden a 
tafte for profufe and inconfiderate diflipa- 
tion, and indulged in all the excefles of mili- 
tary licentioufnefS. The riot of low de- 
bauchery occupied fome; a relifh for expen- 
five luxuries fpread among others*. The 
meaneft foldier in Peru would have thought 
himfelf degraded by marching on foot; and 
at atime when the prices of horfes in that 
country were exorbitant, each infifted on 
being furnifhed with one before he would take 
the field. But though lefs patient under the 
fatigue and hardfhips of fervice, they were 
ready to face danger and death with as much 
intrepidity as ever; and animated by the 
hope of new rewards, they never failed, on 
the day of battle, to difplay all their ancient 
valour. 

“ Vega, p. 11. lib. vi. c. 3. 

* Herrera, dec. 5. lib. ii. c. 3. dec. 8. lib, viii, c. 10. 
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Tocrruer with their courage, they retained 
all the ferocity by which they were originally 
diftinguifhed. Civil difcord never raged with 
a more fell {pirit than among the Spaniards in 
Peru, To all the paflions which ufually en- 
venom contefts among countrymen, avarice 
was added, and rendered their enmity more 
rancorous, Eagernefs to feize the valuable 
forfeitures expected upon the death of every 
opponent, fhut the door againft mercy. To 
be wealthy, was of itfelf fufficient to expofe a 
man to accufation, or to fubjeét him to pu- 
nifhment. On the flighteft fufpicions, Pizarro 
condemned many of the moft opulent inha- 
bitants in Peru to death, Carvajal, without 
fearching for any pretext to juftify his cruelty, 
cut off many more, The number of thofe 
who fuffered. by the hands of the executioner, 
was not much inferior to what fell in the 
field’ ; and the greater part was condemned 
without the formality of any legal trial. 


Tue violence with which the contending 
parties treated their opponents was not accom- 
panied with its ufual attendants, attachment 
and fidelity to thofe with whom they acted. 
The ties of honour, which ought to be held 
facred among foldiers, and the principle of 


¥ See NOTE XXVIII. : 
integrity, 
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integrity, interwoven as thoroughly in the BooK 
Spanifh charaéter as in that of any nation, 
feem to have been equally forgotten. Even 153%. 
regard for decency, and the fenfe of fhame, 
were totally loft. During their diffentions, 
there was hardly a Spaniard in Peru who did 
not abandon the party which he had originally 
efpoufed, betray the affociates with whom he 
had united, and violate the engagements un- 
der which he had come. The viceroy Nug- 
nez Vela was ruined by the treachery of 
Cepeda and the other judges of the royal 
audience, who were bound by the duties of 
their funétion to have fupported his authority. 
The chief advifers and companions of Gon- 
zalo Pizarro’s revolt were the firft to forfake 
him, and fubmit to his enemies. His fleet 
was given up to Gafca, by the man whom he 
had fingled out among his officers to entruft 
with that important command, On the day 
that was to decide his fate, an army of vete- 
rans, in fight of the enemy, threw down their 
arms without ftriking a blow, and deferted a 
leader who had often conducted them to vic- 
tory. Inftances of fuch general and avowed 
contempt of the principles and obligations 
which attach man to man, and bind them to- 
gether in focial union, rarely occur in hiftory. 
It is only where men are far removed from the 
feat of government, where the reftraints of law 
$4 and 
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B oO. o x and order are little felt, where the profpect of 


1548, 


Gafea de- 
vifes em- 
ployment 


for his fol- 


diers, 


gain is unbounded, and where immenfe wealth 
may cover the crimes by which it is acquired, 
that we can find any parallel to the levity, the 
rapacioutnefs, the perfidy and corruption pre- 
valent among the Spaniards in Peru. 


Ow the death of Pizarro, the malcontents in 
every corner of Peru laid down their arms, 
and tranquillity feemed to be perfeétly re-efta- 
blifhed. But two very interefting objects ftill 
remained to occupy the prefident’s attention. 
The one was to find immediately fuch employ- 
ment for a multitude of turbulent and daring 
adventurers with which the country was filled, 
as might prevent them from exciting new 
commotions. The other, to beftow proper. 
gratifications upon thofe to whofe loyalty and 
valour he had been indebted for his fuccefs, 
The former of thefe was in fome meafure ac- 
complifhed, by appointing Pedro de Valdivia 
to profecute the conquett of Chili; and by 
empowering Diego Centeno to undertake 
the difcovery of the vaft regions bordering 
on the river De la Plata. The reputation of 
thofe leaders, together with the hopes of ac- 
quiring wealth, and of rifing to confequence in 
fome unexplored country, alluring many of the 
moft indigent and defperate foldiers to follow 
their ftandards, drained off no inconfiderable 

2 portion 
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portion of that mutinous fpirit which Gafca gooK 
VI. 

dreaded, ae 


1548. 
Tue latter was an affair of greater difficulty, His divifon 


and to be adjufted with a more attentive and uyanore 
delicate hand. The repartimientos, or allot- 
ments of lands and Indians which fell to be 
diftributed, in confequence of the death or for- 
feiture of the former poffeffors, exceeded two 
millions of pefos of yearly rent’. Gafca, when 
now abfolute matter of this immenfe property, 
retained the fame difinterefted fentiments 
which he had originally profeffed, and refufed 
to referve the fmalleft portion of it for himfelf. 
But the number of claimants was great ; and 
whilft the vanity or avarice of every indivi- 
dual fixed the value of his own fervices, and 
eftimated the recompence which he thought 
due to him, the pretenfions of each were fo 
extravagant, that it was impoflible to fatisfy 
all. Gafca liftened to them one by one, with 
the moft patient attention ; and that he might 
have leifure to weigh the comparative merit 
of their feveral claims with accuracy, he re- 
tired, with the Archbifhop of Lima and a fingle 
fecretary, to a village twelve leagues from 
Cuzco. There he fpent feveral days in allot- 
ing to each a diftriét of lands and number 


2 Vega, p. 11. lib. vi. c. 4. 
of 
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sp oo xk of Indians, in proportion to his idea of their 
VI. paft fervices and future importance. But that 
1548 he might get beyond the reach of the fierce 
ftorm of clamour and rage, which he forefaw 
would burft out on the publication of his de- 
cree, notwithftanding the impartial equity with 
which he had framed. it, he fet out for Lima, 
leaving the inftrument of partition fealed up, 
with orders not to open it for fome days after 

his departure. 


Ring al Tue indignation excited by publifhing the 

rent itoc- decree of partition was not lefs than Gafca had 
cafions, . : . 

expected. Vanity, avarice, emulation, envy, 

fhame, rage, and all the other paffions which 

moft vehemently agitate the minds of men 

when both their honour and their intereft are 

deeply affected, confpired in adding to its vio- 

lence. It broke out with all the fury of military 

infolence. Calumny, threats, and curfes, were 

poured out openly upon the prefident. He 

was accufed of ingratitude, of partiality, and 

of injuftice. Among foldiers prompt to action, 

fuch feditious difcourfe would have been foon 

followed by deeds no lefs violent, and they 

already began to turn their eyes towards fome 

difcontented leaders, expecting them to ftand 

forth in redrefs of their wrongs, By fome 

vigorous interpofitions of government, a 

. timely 
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timely check was given to this mutinous fpirit, B 0 OK 


and the danger of another civil war was 
averted for the prefent*. 


Gasca, however, perceiving that the flame 
was fupprefied rather than extinguifhed, la- 
boured with the utmoft afliduity to footh the 
malcontents, by beftowing large gratuities on 
fome, by promifing repartimientos, when they 
fell vacant, to others, and by carefling and flat- 
tering all, But that the public fecurity might 
reft on a foundation more ftable than their 
good affection, he endeavoured to ftrengthen 
the hands of his fucceffors in office, by re- 
eftablifhing the regular adminiftration of juf- 
tice in every part of the empire. He intro- 
duced order and fimplicity into the mode of 
collecting the royalrevenue. He iffued regu- 
lations concerning the treatment of the In- 
dians, well calculated to proteét them from 
oppreflion, and to provide for their inftruétion 
in the principles of religion, without depriving 
the Spaniards of the benefit accruing from their 
labour. Having now accomplifhed every ob- 
ject of his miffion, Gafca, longing to return 
again to a private ftation, committed the 
government of Peru to the court of audience, 


* Zarate, lib. vii. c.g. Gomara, c,187. Vega, p.11. 
lib. vii. c.r, &c. Fernandez, p.11. lib.t.c.1, &c. Her- 
rera, dec. 8, lib. iv. c.17, &ce 
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Boo x and fet out for Spain. As, during the anarchy 
VI. and turbulence of the four laft years, there 
‘x50. had been no remittance made of the royal re- 
andfets oot Venue, he carried with him thirteen hundred 
“Sp thoufand pefos of public money, which the 
ceconomy and order of his adminiftration en- 
abled him to fave, after paying all the ex- 

pences of the war. 


Hisrecep- He was received in his native country with 
univerfal admiration of his abilities, and of 
his virtue. Both were, indeed, highly con- 
{picuous. Without army, or fleet, or public 
funds ; with a train fo fimple, that only three 

. thoufand ducats were expended in equipping 
him’, he fet out to oppofe a formidable rebel- 
lion. By his addrefS and talents he fupplied 
all thofe defeéts, and feemed to create inftru- 
ments for executing his defigns. He acquired 
fuch a naval force, as gave him the command 
of the fea. He raifed a body of men able to 
cope with the veteran bands which gave law 
to Peru. He vanquifhed their leader, on 
whofe arms victory had hitherto attended, and 
in place of anarchy and ufurpation, he efta- 
blifhed the government of laws, and the au- 
thority of the rightful fovereign. But the 
praife beftowed on his abilities was exceeded 
by that which his virtue merited. After refid- 


» Fernandez, lib. ii. c,18. 
ing 
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ing in a country where wealth prefented al- soo kK 


lurements which had feduced every perfon 
who had hitherto poffeffed power there, he re- 
turned from that trying ftation with integrity 
not only untainted but unfufpected. . After 
diftributing among his countrymen pofleffions 
of greater extent and value than had ever been 
in the difpofal of a fubjeét in any age or na- 
tion, he himfelf remained in his original ftate 
of poverty; and at the very time when he 
brought fuch alarge recruit to the royal trea- 
fury, he was obliged to apply by petition for a 
{mall fum to difcharge fome petty debts which 
he had contracted during the courfe of his 
fervice®. ~ Charles was not infenfible to fuch 
difinterefted merit. Gafca was received by 
him with the moft diftingvifhing marks of 
efleem, and being promoted to the bifhopric 
of Palencia, he ‘paffed the remainder of his 
days in the tranquillity of retirement, re- 
fpeéted by his country, honoured by his fo- 
vereign, and beloved by all. 


NorwitusranpineG all Gafea’s wife regula- 
tions, the tranquillity of Peru was not of long 
continuance. In a country where the autho- 
rity of government had been almoft forgotten 
during the long prevalence of anarchy and 

mifrule, where there were difappointed leaders 
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B00 K ripe for revolt, and feditious foldiers ready to 


VL 


1550, 


follow them, it was not difficult to raife com- 
buftion, Several fucceflive infurreétions defo- 
lated the country for fome years. But as 
thofe, though fierce, were only tranfient ftorms, 
excited rather by the ambition and turbulence 
of particular men, than by general or public 
motives, the detail of them is not the object 
of this hiftory. Thefe commotions in Peru, 
like every thing of extreme violence either in 
the natural or political body, were not of long 
duration, and by carrying off the corrupted 
humours which had given rife to the diforders, 
they contributed in the end to ftrengthen the 
fociety which at firft they threatened to de- 
ftroy. During their fierce contefts, feveral 
of the firft invaders of Peru, and many of 
thofe licentious adventurers whom the fame of 
their fuccefs had allured thither, fell by each 
other’s hands, Each of the parties, as they 
alternately prevailed in the ftruggle, gradu- 
ally cleared the country of a number of tur- 
bulent fpirits, by executing, profcribing, or 
banifhing their opponents. Men lefs enter- 
prifing, lefs defperate, and more accuftomed 
to move in the path of fober and peaceable 
induftry, fettled in Peru ; and the royal au- 
thority was gradually eftablifhed as firmly 
there as in other Spanifh colonies, 
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BOOK VII. 


AS the conqueft of the two great empires 
of Mexico and Peru forms the moft 
{plendid and interefting period in the hiftory 
of America, a view of their political inftitu- 
tions, and a defcription of their national man- 
ners, will exhibit the human fpecies to the 
contemplation of intelligent obfervers in a 
very fingular ftage of its progrefs*, 


Wuen compared with other parts of the 
New World, Mexico and Peru may be confi- 
dered as polifhed ftates. Inftead of {mall, 
independent, hoftile tribes, ftruggling for 
fubfiftence amidft woods and marfhes, ftran- 


* See NOTE XXIX. 
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BOOK gers to induftry and arts, unacquainted with 


VII. 


The inferi- 
ority to the 
nations of 
the ancient 
continent. 


fubordination, and almoft without the ap- 
pearance of regular government, we find 
countries of great extent fubjeéted to the do- 
minion of one fovereign, the inhabitants col- 
lected together in cities, the wifdom and fore- 
fight of rulers employed in providing for the 
maintenance and fecurity of the people, the 
empire of laws in fome meature eftablifhed, the 
authority of religion recognized, many of the 
arts eflential to life brought to fome degree of 
maturity, and the dawn of fuch as are orna- 
mental beginning to appear. 


Bur if the comparifon be made with the 
people of the ancient continent, the inferi- 
ority of America, in improvement, will be 
confpicuous, and neither the Mexicans nor 
Peruvians will be entitled to rank with thofe 
nations which merit the name of civilized. 
The people of both the great empires in Ame- 
rica, like the rude tribes around them, were to- 
tally unacquainted with the ufeful metals, and 
the progrefs which they had made in extend- 
ing their dominion over the animal creation 
was inconfiderable. The Mexicans had gone 
no farther than to tame and rear turkeys, 
ducks, a fpecies of fmall dogs, and rabbits?. 


5 Herrera, dec. 11. lib. vii. c. 12. 
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By this feeble eflay of ingenuity, the means 
of fubfiftence were rendered fomewhat more 
plentiful and fecure, than when men depend 
folely on hunting; but they had no idea of 
attempting to fubdue the more robuft animals, 
or of deriving any aid from their miniftry in 
carrying on works of labour, ‘The Peruvians 
feem to have negleéted the inferior animals, 
and had not rendered any of them domettic 
except the duck; but they were more fortu- 
nate in taming the Llama, an animal peculiar 
to their country, of a form which bears fome 
refemblance to a deer, and fome to a camel, 
and is of a fize fomewhat larger than a fheep. 
Under the proteétion of man, this {pecies nful- 
tiplied greatly. Its wool furnifhed the Peru- 
vians with clothing, its flefh with food. It was 
even employed as a beaft of burden, and car- 
ried a moderate load with much patience and 
docility *. It was never ufed for draught ; and 
the breed being confined to the mountainous 
country, its fervice, if we may judge by inci- 
dents which occur in the early Spanifh writers, 
was not very extenfive among the Peruvians 
in their original fate, 


In tracing the line by which nations proceed 
towards civilization, the difcovery of the ufeful 


© Vega, p. 1. lib. viii. c.16. Zarate, lib, i, c. 14. 
| FOL. Il. T metals, 
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metals, and the acquifition of dominion over 
the animal creation, have been marked as fteps 
of capital importance in their progrefs. » In 
our continent, long after men had attained 
both, fociety continued in that flate which is 
denominated barbarous. Even with all that 
command over nature which thefe confer, 
many ages elapfe, before induftry becomes fo 
regular as to render fubfiftence fecure, before 
the arts which fupply the wants and furnifh the 
accommodations of' life are brought to any 
confiderable degree of perfeétion, and before 
any idea is conceived of various inititutions 
requifite in a well-ordered fociety.. The Mex- 
icahs and Peruvians, without knowledge of the 
ufeful metals, or the aid of domeftic animals, 
laboured under difadvantages which muft have 
greatly retarded their progrefs, and in their 
higheft ftate of improvement their power 
was fo limited, and their operations fo fee- 
ble, that they can hardly be confidered as 
having advanced beyond the infancy of civil 
life. 


Arter this general obferyation concerning 
the moft fingular and diftinguifhing circum- 
ftance in the ftate of both the great empires in 
America, I fhall endeavour to give fuch a view 
of the conftitution and interior police of each, 
as may enable us to afcertain their place in the 

10” _ political 
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political fcale, to allot them their proper flation 
between the rude tribes in the New World, 
and the polifhed ftates of the ancient, and to 
determine how far they had rifen above the 
former, as well as how much they fell below 
the latter. 


Mexico was firft fubjeéted to the Spanifh 
crown. But our acquaintance with its laws 
and manners is not, from that circumftance, 
more complete: What I have remarked con- 
cerning the defective and inaccurate informa- 
tion on which we mutt rely with refpeét to the 
condition and cuftoms of the favage tribes in 
America, may be applied likewife to our know- 
ledge of the Mexican empire. Cortes, and the 
rapacious adventurers who accompanied him, 
had not leifure or capacity to enrich either civil 
or natura] hiftory with new obfervations. They 
undertook their expedition in queft of one ob- 
jeét, and feemed hardly to have turned their 
eyes towards any other. Or, if during fome 
fhort interval of tranquillity, when the occupa- 
tions of war ceafed, and the ardour of plunder 
was fufpended, the inftitutions and manners of 
the people whom they had invaded, drew their 
attention, the inquiries of illiterate foldiers were 
conduéted with {fo little fagacity and precifion, 
- that the accounts given by them of the policy 
and order eftablifhed in the Mexican monarchy 

T2 are 
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VII. 
a 


is rather from incidents which they relate oc- 
cafionally, than from their own deduétions and 
remarks, that we are enabled to form fome 
idea of the genius and manners of that people. 
The obfeurity in which the ignorance of its 
conquerors involved the annals of Mexico, was 
augmented by the fuperftition of thofe who 
fucceeded them. As the memory of paft 
events was preferved among the Mexicans by 
figures painted on fkins, on cotton cloth, on 
a kind of pafteboard, or on the bark of trees, 
the early miffionaries, unable to comprehend 
their meaning, and ftruck with their uncouth 
forms, conceived them to be monuments of 
idolatry which ought to be deftroyed, in order 
to facilitate the converfion of the Indians. 
In obedience to an ediét ifflued by Juan de 
Zummaraga, a Francifcan monk, the firft 
bifhop of Mexico, as many records of the an- 
cient Mexican ftory as could be collected were 
committed to the flames. In confequence of 
this fanatical zeal of the monks who firit vifited 
New Spain (which their fucceffors foon began 
to lament), whatever knowledge of remote 
events fuch rude monuments contained was 
almoft entirely loft, and no information re- 
mained concerning the ancient revolutions and 
policy of the empire, but what was derived from 
tradition, or from fome fragments of their 

hiftorical 
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hiftorical paintings that efcaped the barbarous BO O K 
refearches of Zummaraga*. From the expe- 
rience of all nations it is manifeft, that the 
memory of paft tranfactions can neither be 

long preferved, nor be tranfmitted with any 
fidelity, by tradition. The Mexican paint- 

ings, which are fuppofed to have ferved as 

annals of their empire, are few in number, 

and of ambiguous meaning. Thus, amidft the 
uncertainty of the former, and the obfcurity 

of the latter, we muft glean what intelligence 

can be colleéted from the fcanty materials 
Acattered in the Spanifh writers*. 


Accorpb- 


# Acofta, lib. vi. c.7. Torquem. Proem. lib. ii. lib. ii 
¢. 6. lib. xiv. c. 6, 


*In the firft edition, I obferved that in confequence of 
the deftrudtion of the ancient Mexican paintings, occafioned 
by the zeal of Zummaraga, whatever knowledge they 
might have conveyed was entirely loft. Every candid reader 
mutt have perceived that the expreffion was inaccurate ; as 
in a few lines afterwards I mention fome ancient paintings to 
be ftill extant. M. Clavigero, not fatisfied with laying hold 
of this inaccuracy, which I correéted in the fubfequent 
editions, labours to render it more glaring, by the manner in 
which he quotes the remaining part of the fentence. He 
reprehends with giedl afpeity the account which I gave of 
the feanty materials for writing the ancient hiftory of Mexico. 
Vol. I. Account of writers, p.xxvi. Vol. II. 380. My 
words, however, are almoft the fame with thofe of Torque- 
mada, who feems to have been better acquainted with the 
ancient monuments of the Mexicans than any Spanifh author 

>a whofe 
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Accorpine to the account of the Mexicans 
themfelves their empire was not of long du- 
ration. Their country, as they relate, was 
originally pofleffed, rather than peopled, by 
fmall independent tribes, whofe mode of re 

an 


whofe works I have feen. Lib. xiv. c.6. M. Clavigero 
himfelf gives a defcription of the deftruétion of ancient 
paintings in almoft the fame terms I have ufed; and men- 
tions, as an additional reafon of there being fo {mall a 
number of ancient paintings known to the Spaniards, that 
the natives have become fo folicitous to preferve and conceal 
them, that it is “difficult, if not impoffible, to make them 
“ part with one of them.” Vol. I. 407. II, 194. No 
point can be more afcertained than that few of the Mexican 
hiftorical paintings have been preferved. Though feveral 
Spaniards have carried on inquiries into the antiquities of 
the Mexican empire, no engravings from Mexican paintings 
have been communicated to the public, except thofe by 
Purchas, Gemelli Carreri, and Lorenzana. It affords me 
fome fatisfaétion, that in the courfe of my refearches, I have 
difcovered two colleétions of Mexican paintings which were 
unknown to former inquirers. The cut which I publifhed 
is an exact copy of the original, and gives no high idea of 
the progrefs which the Mexicans had made in the art of 
painting. I cannot conjeéture what could induce M. Clavi- 
gero to exprefs fome diffatisfa@tion with me for having 
publifhed it without the fame colours it has in the original 
painting, p.xxix. He might have recollected, that neither 
Purchas; nor Gemelli Carreri, nor Lorenzana, thought it 
neceflary to colour the prints which they have publifhed, 
and they have never been cenfured on that account. He 
may reft affured, that thoygh the colours in the paintings in 
id the 
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and manners refembled thofe of the rudeft 
favages which we have defcribed. But about 
a period correfponding to the beginning of 
the tenth century in the Chriftian era, fe- 
veral tribes moved in fucceflive migrations 
from unknown regions towards the north and 
north-weft, and fettled in different provinces 
of Anahuac, the ancient name of New Spain. 
Thefe, more civilized than the original in- 
habitants, began to form them to the arts of 
focial life. Atlength, towards the commence- 
ment of the thirteenth century, the Mexicans, 
a people more polifhed than any of the for- 
mer, advanced from the border of the Cali- 
fornian gulf, and took poffeflion of the plains 
adjacent to the great lake near the centre of 
the country. After refiding there about fifty 


the Imperial Library are remarkably bright, they are laid 
on without art, and without “ any of that regard to light 
** and hade, or the rules of perfpective,’’ which M. Clavigero 
requires. Vol. II. 378. If the public exprefs any defire to 
have the feven paintings ftill in my poffeffion engraved, I am 
ready to communicate them. The print publifhed by Gemelli 
Carreri, of the rout of the ancient Mexicans when they 
travelled towards the lake on which they built the capital of 
their empire, Churchill, Vol. IV. p. 481. is the moft finifhed 
monument of art brought from the New World, and yet a 
very flight infpeGtion of it will fatisfy every one, that the 
annals of a nation conveyed in this manner mutt be very 


meagre and imperfect. 
T 4 years 
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cent, 


by the name of Mexico, which from humble | 
beginnings foon grew to be the moft confider- ° 
able city in the New World. The Mexicans, 
long after they were eftablifhed in their 
new poffeffions, continued, like other martial 
tribes in America, unacquainted with regal 
dominion, and were governed in peace, and 
conduéted in war, by fuch as were entitled 
to pre-eminence by their wifdom or their — 
valour. But among them, as in other ftates 
whofe power and territories become exten- 
five, the fupreme authority centered at laft 
in a fingle perfon; and when the Spaniards 
under Cortes invaded the country, Monte- 
zuma was the ninth monarch in order who 
had fwayed the Mexican fceptre, not by 
hereditary right, but by eleétion. 


Sucu is the traditional tale of the Mexicans 
concerning the progrefs of their own empire. 
According to this, its duration was very fhort. 
From the firft migration of their parent tribe, 
they can reckon little more than three hundred 
years. From the eftablifhment of monarchical 
government, not above a hundred and thirty 
years, according to one account‘, or a hundred 


© Acoft. Hitt. lib. vii. c. 8, &c. 
and 
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and ninety-feven, according to another com- BO Ok 


putation’, had elapfed. If, on one hand, we 
fuppofe the Mexican ftate to have been of 
higher antiquity, and to have fubfifted during 
fuch a length of time as the Spanifh accounts 
of its civilization would naturally lead us to 
conclude, it is difficultto conceive how, among 
a people who pofleffed the art of recording 
events by pictures, and who confidered it as 
an effential part of their national education, 
to teach their children to repeat the hiftorical 
fongs which celebrated the exploits of their 
anceftors*, the knowledge of paft tranfaétions 
fhould be fo flender and limited. If, on the 
ather hand, we adopt their own fyftem with 
ref{peét to the antiquities of their nation, it is 
no lefs difficult to account either for that im. 
proved ftate of fociety, or for the extenfive 
dominion to which their empire had attained, 
when firft vifited by the Spaniards. The in- 
fancy of nations is fo long, and, even when 
every circumftance is favourable to their pro- 
grefs, they advance fo flowly towards any ma- 
turity of ftrength or policy, that the recent 
origin of the Mexicans feems to be a ftrong 
prefumption of fome exaggeration, in the 


f Purchas Pilgr. iii. p. 1068, &c. 
& Herrera, dec. 3. lib.ii. c. 18, 
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BO OK fplendid defcriptions which have been given 
_"__ of their government and manners. . 


rats which  Burit is not by theory or conjectures that 

anata hiftory decides with regard to the ftate or cha- 

culation’ aster of nations. It produces faéts as the 
foundation of every judgment which it ven- 
tures to pronounce. In colleéting thofe 
which muft regulate our opinion in the pre- 
fent inquiry, fome occur that fuggeft an idea 
of confiderable progrefs in civilization in 
thé Mexican empire, and others which feem 
to indicate that it had advanced but little 
beyond the favage tribes around it. Both 
fhall be exhibited to the view of the reader, 
that, from comparing them, he may deter- 
mine on which fide the evidence prepon- 
derates. 


The right In the Mexican empire, the right of private 
fully citar’ property was perteétly underftood, and efta- 
hiss plifhed in its full extent. Among feveral fa- 
vage tribes, we have feen, that the idea of a 

title to the feparate and exclufive poffeflion of 

any objeét was hardly known ; and that among 

all it wasextremely limited and ill-defined. But 

in Mexico, where agriculture and induftry had 

made fome progrefs, the diftinétion between 
property in land and property in goods had 

taken 
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taken place. Both might be transferred from Bo ok 


one perfon to another by fale or barter; both 
might defcend by inheritance. Every perfon 
who could be denominated a freeman had 
property in land. ‘This, however, they held 
by various tenures. Some poffeffed it in full 
right, and it defcended to their heirs. The 
title of others to their lands was derived from 
the office or dignity which they enjoyed; and 
“ when deprived of the latter, they loft poffef 
fion of the former. Both thefe modes of oc- 
cupying land were deemed noble, and pecu- 
liar to citizens of the higheft clafs. The 
tenure, by which the great body of the people 
held their property, was very different. In 
every diftriét a certain quantity of land was 
meafured out jin proportion tothe number of 
families, This was cultivated by the joint 
labour of the whole; its produce was depofited 
in a common ftorehoufe, and divided among 
them according to their refpective exigencies. 
The members of the Calpullee, or affociations, 
could not alienate their fhare of the common 
eftate; it was an indivifible permanent pro- 
perty, deftined for the fupport of their fami- 
lies". In confequence of this diflribution of 
the territory of the ftate, every man had an 


4 Herrera, dec. 3. lib.iv. c.15. | Torquem. Mon. Ind. 
lib.xiv. c.7. Corita, MS. 
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Thenumber — ANOTHER ftriking circumftance, which dif- 
edi their tinguifhes the Mexican empire from thofe na- 
tions in America we have already defcribed, 
is the number and greatnefs of its cities. 
While fociety continues in a rude flate, the 
wants of men are fo few, and they ftand fo 
littlein need of mutual affiftance, that their 
inducements to crowd together are extremely 
feeble. Their induftry at the fame time is 
fo imperfeét, that it cannot fecure fubfiftence 
for any confiderable number of families fet- 
tled in one fpot. ‘They live difperfed, at this 
period, from choice as well as from neceflity, 
or at the utmoft affemble in fmall hamlets on 
the banks of the river which fupplies them 
with food, or on the border of fome plain left 
open by nature, or cleared by their own la- 
bour. ‘The Spaniards, accuftomed to this mode 
of habitation among all the favage tribes with 
which they were hitherto acquainted, were 
aftonifhed, on entering New Spain, to find the 
natives refiding in towns of fuch extent as re- 
fembled thofe of Europe. In the firft fervour 
of their admiration, they compared Zempo- 
alla, though a town only of the fecond or third 
fize, to the cities of greateft note in their 
own 
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owncountry. When, afterwards, they vifited 
in fucceffion Tlafeala, Cholula, Tacuba, Te- 
zeuco and Mexico itfelf, their amazement in- 
creafed fo much, that it led them to convey 
ideas of their magnitude and populoufnefs 
bordering on what is incredible. Even 
when there is leifure for obfervation, and no 
intereft that leads to deceive, conjectural 
eftimates of the number of people in cities 
are extremely loofe, and ufually much exag- 
gerated. It is not furprifing, then, that Cortes 
and his companions, little accuftomed to fuch 
computations, and powerfully tempted tomag- 
nify, in order to exalt the merit of their own 
difcoveries and conquefts, fhould haye been 
betrayed into this common error, and have 
raifed their defcriptions confiderably above 
truth. For this reafon, fome confiderable 
abatement ought to be made from their cal- 
culations of the number of inhabitants in the 
Mexican cities, and we may fix the ftandard of 
their population much lower than they have 
done ; but ftilk they will appear to be cities of 
fuch confequence, as are not to be found but 
among people whohave made fomeconfiderable 
progrefs in the arts of focial life'. From their 
accounts, we can hardly fuppofe Mexico, the 
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BOO K capital of the empire, to have contained fewer 
Vil. than fixty thoufand inhabitants. 
——— 


Soto Tue feparation of profeffions among the 
fein Mexicans is a fymptom of improvement no 
lefs remarkable. Arts, in the early ages of 
fociety, are fo few and fo fimple; that each 
man is fufficiently mafter of them all, to gra- 
tify every demand of his own limited defires. 
The favage can form his bow, point his arrows, 
rear his hut, and hollow his canoe, without 
calling in the aid of any hand more fkilful 
than his own. Time muft have augmented 
the wants of men, and ripened their inge- 
nuity, before the produétions of art became 
fo complicated in their ftruéture, or fo curious 
in their fabric, that a particular courfe of 
education was requifite towards forming the 
artificer to expertnefs in contrivance and work- 
manthip. In proportion as refinement fpreads, 
the diftinétion of profeflions increafes, and 
they branch out into more numerous and 
minute fubdivifions. Among the Mexicans, 
this feparation of the arts neceflary in life had 
taken place to a confiderable extent. The 
functions of the mafon, the weaver; the gold- 
fmith, the painter, and of feveral other crafts, 
were carried on by different perfons. Each 
was regularly inftruéted in his calling. To it 
alone 
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alone his induftry was confined; and, by BOOK 


affiduous application to one objeét, together 
with the perfevering patience peculiar to 
* Americans, their artizans attained to a degree 
of neatnefs and perfeétion in work, far beyond 
what could have been expeéted from the rude 
tools which they employed. Their various 
produétions were brought into commerce; 
and by the exchange of them in the ftated 
markets held in the cities, not only were their 
mutual wants fupplied*, dn fiuch orderly in- 
tercourfe as characterizes an improved ftate of 
fociety, but their induftry was daily rendered 
perfevering and inventive. 


Tue diftinGtion of ranks eftablifhed in the 
Mexican empire is the next circumftance that 
merits attention. In furveying the favage 
tribes of America, we obferved, that confciouf- 
nefs of equality, and impatience of fubordi- 
nation, are fentiments natural to man in the 
infancy of civil life. During peace, the au- 
thority of a fuperior is hardly felt among them, 
and even in war it is but little acknowledged. 
Strangersto the idea of property, the difference 
in condition refulting from the inequality of 
it is unknown. Birth or titles confer no pre- 


* Cortes Relat. ap. Ramuf.iii. 239, &c. | Gom. Cron. 


¢.79. Torquem, lib. xiii. c. 34. Herrera, dec.2. lib, vii 
©. 15, Ke. 
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BOOK eminence; it is only by perfonal merit and 
eal accomplifhments that diftinétion can be ac- 
quired. The form of fociety was very dif- 
ferent among the Mexicans. ‘The great body 
of the people was in a moft humiliating ftate. 
A confiderable number, known by the name 
of Mayeques, nearly relembling in condition 
thofe peafants who, under various denomi- 
nations, were confidered, during the pre- 
valence of the feudal fyflem, as inftruments 
of labour attached to the foil. The Mayeques 
could not change their place of refidence with- 
out permiflion of the fuperior on whom they | 
depended. ‘They were conveyed, together 
with the lands on which they were fettled, 
from one proprietor to another; and were 
bound to cultivate the ground, and to perform 
feveral kinds of fervile work'. Others were 
reduced to the loweft form of fubjeétion, 
that of domettic fervitude, and felt the utmoft 
rigour of that wretched ftate. Their condition 
was held to be {fo vile, and their lives deemed 
to be of fo little value, that a perfon who 
killed one of thefe flaves was not fubjeéted to 
any punifhment™, Even thofe confidered as 
freemen were treated by their haughty lords 
as beings of an inferior fpecies. The nobles, 
pofiefled of ample territories, were divided 


* Herrera, dec. 3. lib.iv. c.17. Corita, MS. 
™ Herreray dec. 3. libsiv. c.7. 
into 
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into various claffes, to each of which peculiar B 5 2 K 
titles of honour belonged. Some of thefe titles, Riscall 
like their lands, defcended from father to fon in 
perpetual fucceflion. Others were annexed to 
particular offices, or conferred during life as 
marks of perfonal diftinétion®. The monarch, 
exalted above all, enjoyed: extenfive power, 
and fupreme dignity. Thus the diftinétion of 
ranks was completely eftablifhed, in a line of 
regular fubordination, reaching from the 
higheft to the loweft member of the commu- 
nity. Each of thefe knew what he could 
claim, and what he owed. The people, who 
were not allowed to wear a drefs of the fames 
fafhion, or to dwell in houfes ofa form fimilar 
to thofe of the nobles, accofted them with the 
utmoft fubmiffive reverence. In the prefence 
of their fovereign, they durft not lift their eyes 
from the ground, or look him in the face®. 
The nobles themfelves, when admitted to an 
audience of their fovereign, entered bare- 
footed, in mean garments, and, as his flaves, 
paid him homage approaching to adoration. 
This refpeét, due from inferiors to thofe above 
them in rank, was prefcribed with fuch cere- 
monious accuracy, that it incorporated with 
the language, and influenced its genius and 


" Herrera, dec. 3. lib. iv. c. 15, Corita, MS. 
° Herrera, dec. 3. lib. ii. c.14, 
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BOOK idiom. The Mexican tongue abounded in ex- 


Vil. 


preflions of reverence and courtefy: The ftile 
and appellations, ufed in the intercourfe be- 
tween equals, would have been fo unbecoming 
in the mouth of one in a lower fphere, when 
he accofted a perfon in higher rank, as to be 
deemed an infult®. It is only in {ocieties, 
which time and the inftitution of regular 
governnient have moulded into form, that we 
find fuch an orderly arrangement of men into 
different ranks, and fuch nice attention paid to 
their various rights. 


Their poli- « Tur fpirit of the Mexicans, thus familiarized 


tical confti- 
tution. 


and bended to fubordination, was prepared for 
fubmitting to monarchical government. But 
the defcriptions of their policy and laws, by 
the Spaniards who overturned them, are fo in- 
accurate and contradiétory, that it is difficult 
to delineate the form of their conftitution with 
any precifion. Sometimes they reprefent the 
monarchs of Mexico as abfolute, deciding ac- 
cording to their pleafure, with refpect to every 
operation of the ftate. On other occafions, 
we difcover the traces of eftablifhed cuftoms 
and laws, framed in order to circumfcribe the 
power of the crown, and we meet with rights 
and privileges of the nobles which feem to be 


? See NOTE XXXI. 
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oppofed as barriers againft its encroachments. 
This appearance of inconfiftency has arifen 
from inattention to the innovations of Monte- 
zuma upon the Mexican policy. His afpiring 
ambition fubverted the original fyflem of 
government, and introduced a pure defpotifin. 
He difregarded the ancient laws, violated the 
privileges held. moft facred, and reduced his 
fubjeéts of every order to the level of flaves *. 
The chiefs, or nobles of the firft rank, fub- 
mitted to the yoke with fuch reluétance, that, 
from impatience to fhake it off, and hope of 
recovering their rights, many of them courted 


the proteétion of Cortes, and joined a foreign 


power againft their domeftic oppreffor'. It is 
not then under the dominion of Montezuma, 
but under the government of his predeceffors, 
that we can difcover what was the original 
form and genius of Mexican policy. From 
the foundation of the monarchy to the elec- 
tion of Montezuma, it feems to have fubfifted 
with little variation. ‘That body of citizens, 
which may be diftinguifhed by the name of 
nobility, formed the chief and moft refpeétable 
order in the ftate. They were of various 
ranks, as has been already obferved, and their 


4 Herrera, dec. 3. lib. ii. c. 14. Torquem, lib. ii. 
c. 69. 
* Herrera, dec. 2. lib. vy. ¢.10,11- orquem. hb. iv. 
§ 49» . ' 
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BOOK honours were acquired and tranfmitted in 


VIL. 
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different manners. Their number feems to 
have been great. According to an author 

accuftomed to examine with attention what 

he relates, there were in the Mexican empire 

thirty of this order, each of whom had in his 

territories about an hundred thoufand people, 
and fubordinate to thefe, there were about 

three thoufand nobles of a lower clafs*. The 

territories belonging to the chiefs of Tezeuco. 
and Tacuba were hardly inferior in extent 

to thofe of the Mexican monarch‘. Each of 
thefe poffeffed complete territorial jurifdic- 

tion, and levied taxes from their own vafials. 

But all followed the ftandard of Mexico in 

war, ferving with a number of men in pro- 

portion to their domain, and moft of them 

paid tribute to its monarch as their fuperior 

lord. 

In tracing thofe great lines of the Mexican 
conftitution, an image of feudal policy, in its 
moft rigid form, rifes to view, and we difcern its 
three diftinguifhing characteriftics, a nobility 
poffefling almoft independent authority, a peo- 
ple depreffed into the loweft ftate of fubjeétion, 
anda King entrufted with theexecutivepowerof 


® Herrera, dec. 2. lib. viii. c. 12. 
* Torquem. lib. ii. ¢.57. Corita, MS. 
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the flate. Its {pirit and principles feem to have 
operated in the New World in the fame man- 
ner as in the ancient. The jurifdiction of the 
crown was extremely limited. All real and 
effeétive authority was retained by the Mexi- 
can nobles in their own hands, and the fhadow 
of it only left to the king, Jealous to exces 
of their own rights, they guarded with the 
moft vigilant anxiety againft the-encroach- 
ments of their fovereigns. By a fundamental 
law of the empire, it was provided that the 
King fhould not determine concerning any 
point of general importance without the ap- 
probation of a council compofed of the prime 
nobility“. Unlefs-he obtained their confent, 
he could not engage the nation in war, nor 
could he difpofe of the moft confiderable 
branch of the public revenue at pleafure; it 
was appropriated to certain purpofes from 
which it could not be diverted by the regal 
authority alone”. In order to fecure full effect 
to thofe conftitutional reftraints, the Mexican 
nobles did not permit their crown to defcend 
by inheritance, but difpofed of it by eleétion. 
The right of eleétion feems to have been ori- 
ginally vefted in the whole body of nobility, 
but was afterwards committed to fix eleétors, 


“ Herrera, dec. 3. lib. ii. c.19. lib. iv. c.16, Corita MS. 
“ Herrera, dec. 3. lib. iv. c. 17+ 
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Book of whom the Chiefs of Tezeuco and Tacuba 
Vil. were always two. From refpeét for the family 
of their monarchs, the choice fell generally 
upon fome perfon {prung from it. But as the 
aétivity and valour of their prince were of 
greater moment toa people perpetually en- 
gaged in war, than a ftriét adherence to the 
order of birth, collaterals of mature age or of 
diftinguifhed merit were often preferred to” 
thofe who were nearer the throne in direct 
defcent *. To this maxim in their policy, the 
Mexicans appear to be indebted for fuch a 
fucceflion of able and warlike princes, as raifed 
their empire in a fhort period to that extra- 
ordinary height of power which it had attained 
when Cortes landed in New Spain. 


Power and WHILE the jurifdiétion of the Mexican mo- 
fepeer  narch continued to be limited, it is probable 
mechs that it was exercifed with little oftentation. 
But as their authority became more extenfive, 
the {plendour of their government augmented. 
It was in this laft ftate that the Spaniards be- 
heldit; and ftruck with the appearance of 
Montezuma’s court, they defcribe its pomp at 
great length, and with much admiration. The 
number of his attendants, theorder, thefilence, 


* Acofla, lib. vi. c.24. Herrera, dec. 3. lib. ii. c. 13. 
Corita MS. : 
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and the reverence with which they ferved him; 
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the extent of his royal manfion, the variety of Vu 


its apartments allotted to different officers, and 
the oftentation with which his grandeur was 
difplayed, whenever he permitted his fubjectsto 
behold him, feem to refemble the magnificence 
of the ancient monarchies in Afia, rather than 
the fimplicity of the infant flates inthe New 
World. 


Bur it was not in the mere parade of royalty 
that the Mexican potentates exhibited their 
power ; they manifefted it more beneficially in 
the order and regularity with which they con- 
duéted the internal adminiftration and police 
of their dominions. Complete jurifdiétion, 
civil as well as criminal, over its own imme- 
diate vaffals, was vetted in the crown. Judges 
were appointed for each department, and if we 
may rely on the account which the Spanifh 
writers give of the maxims and laws upon 
which they founded their decifions with refpeét 
to the diftribution of property and the punith- 
ment of crimes, juftice was adminiftered in 
the Mexican empire with a degree of order 
and equity refembling what takes ~~ in 
focieties highly civilized. 

. 

Tuerr attention in providing for the fup- 
port of government was not lefs fagacious. 

U 4 Taxes 


Order of 
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‘Taxes were laid upon land, upon the acquifi- 
tions of induftry, and upon commodities of 
every kind expofed to fale in the public mar- 
kets. Thefe duties were confiderable, but 
not arbitrary or unequal. ‘They were impofed 
according to eftablifhed rules, and each knew 
what fhare of the common burden he had to 
bear. As the ufe of money was unknown, all 
the taxes were paid in kind, and thus not only 
the natural produétions of all the different pro- 
vinces in the empire, but every fpecies of ma- 
nufaéture, and every work of ingenuity and 
art, were collected in the public ftore-houfes. 
From thofe the Emperor fupplied his numerous 
train of attendants in peace, and his armies 
during war, with food, with clothes, and orna- 
ments. People of inferior condition, neither 
poffeffing land nor engaged in commerce, were 
bound to the performance of various fervices. 
By their ftated labour the crown-lands were 
cultivated, public works were carried on, and 
the various houfes belonging to the Emperor 
were built and kept in repair ’. 


THE improved {tate of government among 
the Mexicans is confpicuous, not only in points 
effential to the being of a well-ordered fociety, 
but in feveral regulations of inferior confe- 


Y Herrera. dee. 2. lib.vii. c.13. dec. 3. Hib.iv. c.16, 17. 
See NOTE XXXII. 
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quence with refpeét to police. The inftitution B S o K 
which I have already mentioned, of public -~ —_, 
couriers, ftationed at proper intervals, to con- 
vey intelligence from one part of the empire 
to the other, was a refinement in police not 
introduced into any kingdom of Europe at that 
period. ‘The ftruéture of the capital city ina 
lake, with artificial dykes, and caufeways of 
great length, which ferved as avenues to it 
from different quarters, ereéted in the water, 
with no lefs ingenuity than labour, feems to be 
an idea that could not have occurred to any 
but a civilized people. ‘The fame obfervation 
may be applied to the ftruéture of the aque- 
ducts, or conduits, by which they conveyed a 
ftream of frefh water from a confiderable dif- 
tance, into the city, along one of the caufe- 
ways*. The appointment of a number of per- 
fons to clean the ftreets, to light them by fires 
kindled in different places, and to patrole as 
watchmen during the night*, difcovers a de- 
gree of attention which even polifhed nations 
are late in acquiring. 


Tue progrefs of the Mexicans in various Their sre 
arts, is confidered as the moft decifive proof 
of their fuperior refinement. Cortes, and the 
2 See NOTE XXXIII. 
* Herrera, dec.2. lib.viii. c.g. Torribio MS. 
. carly 
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BO O K early Spanith authors, defcribe this with rap- 
co, ture, and maintain, that the moft celebrated 
European artifts could not furpafs or even 
equal them in ingenuity and neatnefs of work- 
manthip. They reprefented men, animals, and 
other objeéts, by fuch a difpofition of various 
coloured feathers, as isfaid to have produced 
all the effeéts of light and fhade, and to have 
imitated nature with truth and delicacy. Their 
ornaments of gold and filver have been de- 
{cribed to be of a fabric no lefs curious, But 
in forming any idea, from general deferiptions, 
concerning tl’e {tate of arts among nations im- 
perfectly polifhed, we are extremely ready to 
err. In examining the works of people whofe 
advances in improvement are nearly the fame 
with our own, we view them with a critical, 
and often with a jealous eye. Whereas, when 
con{cious of our own fuperiority, we furvey 
the arts of nations comparatively rude, we are 
aftonifhed at works executed by them under 
fuch manifeft difadvantages,and, inthe warmth 
of our admiration, are apt to reprefent them 
as productions more finifhed than they really 
are. To the influence of this illufion, without 
fuppofing any intention to deceive, we may 
impute the exaggeration of fome Spanifh au- 
thors, in their accounts of the Mexican arts. 


Ir 
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It is not from thofe defcriptions, but from 
confidering fuch fpecimens of their arts as are 
flill preferved, that we muft decide concerning 
their degree of merit. As the fhip in which 
Cortes fent to Charles V. the moft curious pro- 
duétions of the Mexican artifans, which were 
colleéted by the Spaniards when they firft pil- 
laged the empire, was taken by a French cor- 
fair, the remains of their ingenuity are lefs 
numerous than thofe of the Peruvians. Whe- 
‘ther any of their works with feathers, in imi- 
tation of painting, be flill extant in Spain, I 
have not learned; but many of their ornaments 
in gold and filver, as well as various utenfils 
employed in common life, are depofited in the 
magnificent cabinet of natural and artificial 
produétions, lately opened by the King of 
Spain ; and I am informed by perfons on whofe 
judgment and tafte I can rely, that thefe 
boafted efforts of their art are uncouth repre- 
fentations of common objeéts, or very coarfe 
images of the human and fome other forms, 
deftitute of grace and propriety*. The juftnefs 
of thefe obfervations is confirmed by infpeécting 
the wooden prints and copper-plates of their 
paintings, which have been publifhed by va- 


> Relac, de Cort. Ramuf, iii, 294. F. 
* See NOTE XXXIV. 
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B 4 - K rious authors. In them every figure of men, of 
+ quadrupeds, or birds, as well as every reprefent- 
ation of inanimated nature, is extremely rude 


and awkward*. ‘The hardeft Egyptian ftyle, 
fiff 


* As afpecimen of the fpirit and ftyle in which M. Cla- 
vigero makes his ftri€tures upon my Hiftory of America, I 
fhall publith his remarks upon this paflage. “ Thus far 
« Robertfon ; to whom we anfwer, firft, That there is no 
“ yeafon to believe that thofe rude works were really 
“ Mexican ; fecondly, That neither do we know whether 
* thofe perfons in whofe judgment he confides, may be per- 
«« fons fit to merit our faith, becaufe we have obferved that 
* Robertfon trufts frequently to the teftimony of Gage, 
* Correal, Ibagnez, and other fuch authors, who are en- 
“ tirely undeferving of credit ; thirdly, It is more probable 
* that the arms of copper, believed by thofe intelligent 
“ judges to be certainly Oriental, are really Mexican.” 
Vol. Il. 391.—When an author, not entirely deftitute of 
integrity or difcernment, and who has fome folicitude about 
his own charatter, aflerts that he received his information 
concerning any particular point from perfons “ on whofe 
judgment and tafte he can rely ;”’ a very flender degree of 
eandour, one fhould think, might induce the reader to believe 
that he does not endeavour to impofe upon the public by an 
appeal to teftimony altogether unworthy of credit. My 
information concerning the Mexican works of art de- 
pofited in the King of Spain’s cabinet, was received from the 
late Lord Grantham, ambaflador extraordinary from the 
court of London to that of Madrid, and from Mr. Arch- 
deacon Waddilove, chaplain te the embafly; and it was 
upon their authority that F pronounced the coat of armour, 
mentioned in the note, to be of Oriental fabric. As they 
were both at Madrid in their public chara€ter when the firft 
edition of the Hiftory of America was publifhed, I thought 

at 
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ftiff and imperfeét as it was, is more elegant. BOOK 
The ferawls of children delineate objeéts al- —¥"-_, 
moft as accurately. 


Bur however low the Mexican paintings may 
be ranked, when viewed merely as works of art, 
a very different ftation belongs to them, when 
confidered as the records of their country, as 
hiftorical monuments of its policy and tranf 


it improper at that time to mention their names. Did theiz 
decifion concerning a matter of tafte, or their teftimony con- 
cerning a point of faét, ftand in need of confirmation, I 
might produce the evidence of an intelligent traveller, who, 
in defcribing the royal cabinet of Madrid, takes notice that 
it contains * {pecimens of Mexican and Peruvian utentils, 
vafes, &c. in earthen-ware, wretched both in tafte and 
execution.”” Dillon’s Travels through Spain, p.77. As 
Gage compofed his Survey of New Spain with all the zeal 
and acrimony of a new convert, I have paid little regard to 
his teftimony with refpeé& to points relating to religion. But 
as he refided in feveral provinces in New Spain, which travel- 
lers feldom vifit, and as he feems to have obferved their 
manners and laws with an intelligent eye, I have availed 
myfelf of his information with refpeét to matters where 
religious opinion could have little influence. Correal I have 
feldom quoted,.and never refted upon his evidence alone. 
The ftation in which Ibagnez was employed in America, as 
well as the credit given te his veracity by printing his Regno 
Jefuitico among the large colle&tion of documents publifhed 
(as I believe by authority) at Madrid, A.D. 1767, juftifies 
me for appealing to his authority. 
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BOOK aétions; and they become curious as well as 


Vil. 
Sam ated 


interefting objeéts of attention. The nobleft 
and moft beneficial invention of which humait 
ingenuity can boaft, is that of writing. But the 
firft eflays of this art, which hath contributed 
more than all others to the improvement of 
the fpecies, were very rude, and it advanced 
towards perfection flowly, and by a gradual 
progreflion. When the warrior, eager for 
fame, wifhed to tranfmit fome knowledge of 
his exploits to fucceeding ages; when the gra- 
titude of a people to their fovereign prompted 
them to hand down an account of his beneficent 
deeds to pofterity; the firft method of accom- 
plifhing this, which feems to have occurred to 
them, was to delineate, in the beft manner they 
could, figures reprefenting the aétion of which 
they were folicitous to preferve the memory. 
Mf this, which has very properly been called 
picture-wriling *, we find traces among fome of 
the moft favage tribes of America. When a 
leader returns from the field, he ftrips a tree 
of its bark, and with red paint feratches upon 
it fome uncouth figures which reprefent the 
order of his march, the number of his follow- 
ers, the enemy whom he attacked, the fealps 
and captives which he brought home. To 


© Divine Legat. of Moles, iii. 73. 
thofe 


HISTORY OF AMERICA. 303 


thofe fimple annals he trufts for renown, and BOOK 
foothes himfelf with hope that by: their means __“™ 
he fhall receive praife from the warriors of 

future times‘. 


Comparep with thofe awkward eflays of their 
favage countrymen, the paintings of the Mexi- 
cans may be confidered as works of compofition 
and defign, They were not acquainted, it is 
true, with any other method of recording tranf- 
aétions, than that of delineating the objeéts 
which they wifhed to reprefent. But they 
could exhibit a more complex feries of events 
in progreflive order, and defcribe, by a proper 
difpofition of figures, the occurrences of a 
king’s reign from his acceflion to his death ; 
the progrefs of an infant’s education from its 
birth until it attain to the years of maturity ; 
the different recompences and marks of dif-_ 
tinction conferred upon warriors, in propor- 
tion to the exploits which they had performed. 
Some fingular fpecimens of this piéture-writ- 
ing have been preferved, which are juftly con- 
fidered as the moft curious monuments of art 
brought from the New World. The moft 
valuable of thefe was publifhed by Purchas in 
fixty-fix plates. It is divided into three parts. 


£ Sir W. Johnfon Philof, Tranfact. vol. Ixiii, p.143. Mem. 
de la Hontan. ii, 1g1. Lafitau Mocurs de Sauv. ii. 43. 
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Book The firft contains the hiftory of the Mexican 


Vil. 


empire under its ten monarchs. The fecond 
is a tribute-roll, reprefenting what each con- 
quered town paid into the royal treafury. 
The third is a code of their inftitutions, do- 
mettic, political, and military. Another fpeci- 
men of Mexican painting has been publifhed 
in thirty-two plates, by the prefent Archbifhop 
of Toledo. To both are annexed a full ex- 
planation of what the figures were intended 
to reprefent, which was obtained by the Spa- 
niards from Indians well acquainted with their 


-own arts. The ftyle of painting in all thefe 


is the fame. They reprefent things, not words. 
They exhibit images to the eye, not ideas to 
the underftanding. They may, therefore, be 
confidered as the earlieft and moft imperfeét 
eflay of men in their progrefs towards difco- 
vering the art of writing. The defeéts in this 
mode of recording tranfaétions muft have been 
early felt. To paint every occurrence was, 
from its nature, a very tedious operation ; and 
as affairs becamemore complicated, and events 
multiplied in any fociety, its annals muft have 
{welled to an enormous bulk. Befides this, no 
objeéts could be delineated but thofe of fenfe ; 
the conceptions of the mind had no corporeal 
form, and as long as piéture-writing could not 
convey an idea of thefe, it muft have beena 
very imperfect art. The neceflity of improving 

16 it 
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itmuft have roufed and fharpened invention, B 0 0 K 
andthe human mind holding the fame courfe , es 
inthe New World as in the Old, might have 
advanced by the fame fucceflive fteps, firft, 
from an aétual piéture to the plain hierogly- 
phic; next, to the allegorical fymbol ; then 
to the arbitrary charaéter; until, at length, 
an alphabet of letters was difcovered, capable 
of exprefling all the various combinations of 
found employed in fpeech. In the paintings 
of the Mexicans we, accordingly, perceive, 
that this progrefs was begun among them. 
Upon an attentive infpection of the plates, 
which I have mentioned, we may obferve fome 
approach to the plain or fimple hieroglyphic, 
where fome principal part or cireumftance in 
the fubjeét is made to ftand for the whole. In 
the annals of their kings, publifhed by Purchas, 
the towns conquered by each are uniformly 
reprefented in the fame manner by a rude de« 
lineation of a houfe; but in order to point out 
the particular towns which fubmitted to their 
victorious arms, peculiar emblems, {ometimes 
natural objeéts, and fometimes artificial f- 
gures, are employed. In the tribute roll 
publifhed by the Archbifhop of Toledo, the 
houfe, which was properly the picture of the 
town, is omitted, and the emblem alone is 
employed to reprefent it. The Mexicans feem 
even to have made fome advances beyond this, 
VOL. UT x. towards 
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BOOK towards the ufe of the more figurative and 
wu fanciful hieroglyphic. In order to deferibe a 
monarch, who liad enlarged his dominions by 
force of arms, they painted a target orna- 
mented with darts, and piaced it between him 
and thofe towns which he fubdued. But it is 
only in one inftance, the notation of numbers, 
that we difcern any attempt to exhibit ideas 
which had no corporeal form, The Mexican 
painters had invented artificial marks, or figns 

of convention, for this purpofe. By means of 
thefe, they computed the years of their kings’ 
reigns, as well as the amount of tribute to be 
paid into the royal treafury. The figure of a 
circle reprefented unit, and in {mall num- 
bers, the computation was made by repeating 

it. Larger numbers were exprefied by a pe- 
culiar mark, and they had fuch as denoted all 
integral numbers, from twenty to eight thou- 

‘  fand. The hort duration of their empire pre- 
vented the Mexicans from advancing farther 

in that long courfe which conduéts men from 
the labour of delineating real objects, to the 
fimplicity and eafe of alphabetic writing. Their 
records, notwith{tanding fome dawn of fuch 
ideas as might have led to a more perfec 
ftyle, can be confidered as little more than a 
{pecies of picture-writing, fo far improved as 

to mark their fuperiority over the favage 

- tribes of America; but ftill fo defeétive, as to 


_ prove 


HISTORY OF AMERICA. 


prove that they had not proceeded far be- 
yond the firft ftage in that progrefs which 
_ muft be completed before any people can be 
ranked among polifhed nations *. 


Turi mode of computing time may be 


397 
oops 


ees 


Their mode 
of comput- 


confidered as a more decifive evidence of tm 


their progrefs inimprovement. They divided 
their year into eighteen months, each confift- 
ing of twenty days, amounting in all to three 
hundred and fixty. But as they obferved that 
the courfe of the fun was not completed in that 
time, they added five days to the year. Thefe, 
which were properly intercalary days, they 
termed fiypernumerary or wofie; and as they did 
not belong to any month, no work was done, 
and no facred rite performed on them; they 
were devoted wholly to feftivity and paftime*. 
This near approach to philofophical accuracy 
is aremarkable proof that the Mexicans had 
beftowed fome attention upon inquiries and 
fpeculations, to which men in a very rude 
ftate never turn their thoughts *, 

Sucw 


& See NOTE XXXV. » Acofta, lib, vi. c.2. 

* The Mexican mode of computing time, and every 
other particular relating to their chronology, have been 
confiderably elucidated by M. Clavigero, Vol. I. 288; 
Vol. If. 225, &c. The obfervations and theories of the 
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Sucu are the moft ftriking particulars in the 
manners and policy of the Mexicans, which 
exhibit them to view as a people confiderably 
refined. But from other circumitances, one 
is apt to fufpeét that their charaéter, and 
many of their inftitutions, did not differ 
greatly from thofe of the other inhabitants of 
America. 


Lixe the rude tribes around them, the Mexi- 
cans were inceffantly engaged in war, and the 
motives which prompted them to: hoftility 
feem to have been the fame. They fought, 
in order to gratify their vengeance, by fhed- 
ding the blood of their enemies. In battle 
they were chiefly intent on taking prifoners, 
and it was by the number of thefe that they 
eftimated the glory of viétory.. No captive 
was ever ranfomed or fpared. All were fa- 
crificed without mercy, and their flefh de- 
voured with the fame barbarous joy as among 
the fierceft favages. On fome occafions it 
arofe to even wilder excefles. ‘Their prin- 
cipal warriors covered themfelves with the 
fkins of the unhappy viétims,and danced about 


Mexicans concerning thofes fubjeéts difcover a greater pros 
grefs in {peculative fcience than we find sei any people 
in the New World. 

the 
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the ftreets, boafting of their own valour; and BO OK 
exulting over their enemies‘, Even in their , cena 


civil inftitutions we difcover traces of that bar- 
barous difpofition which their fyftem of war 
infpired. The four chief counfellors of the 
empire were diftinguifhed by titles, which 
could have been aflumed only by a people who 
delighted in blood*. ‘This ferocity of charac- 
ter prevailed among all the nations of New 
Spain. The Tlafcalans, the people of Mecho- 
acan, and other ftates at enmity with the Mex- 
icans, delighted equally in war, and treated 
their prifoners with the fame cruelty. In pro- 
portion as mankind combine in focial union, 
and live under the influence of equal laws and 
regular policy, their manners foften, fentiments 
of humanity arife, and the rights of the {pecies 
come to be underflood. ‘The fiercenefs of war 
abates, and even while engaged in hoftility, 
men remember what they owe one to another. 
The favage fights to deftroy, the citizen to con- 
quer. The former neither pities nor fpares, 
the latter has acquired fenfibility which tem- 
pershis.rage. To this fenfibility the Mexicans 
feem to have been perfect ftrangers, and among 
them war was carried on with fo much of its 
original barbarity, that we cannot but fufpect 


i Herrera, dec. 3. lib. ii. c. 15. Gom. Cron. c. 217. 
* See NOTE XXXVI. 
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B OOK their degree of civilization to have been very 


Vo. 


Their fone- 
tal rites. 


Them agri- 
culcure im- 


perfect. 


imperfect, 


Tuerr funeral rites were not lefs bloody 
than thofe of the moft favage tribes. On the 
death of any diftinguifhed perfonage, efpecially 
of the Emperor, a certain number of his at- 
tendants were chofen to accompany him to 
the other world; and thofe unfortunate vic- 
tims were put to death without mercy, and 
buried in the fame tomb’, 


TuowuGu their agriculture was more exten- 
five than that of the roving tribes who trufted 
chiefly to their bow for food, it feems not to 
have fupplied them with fuch fubfiftenceas men 
require when engaged in efforts of active induf- 
try. The Spaniards appear not to have been 
ftruck with any fuperiority of the Mexicans 
over the other people of America in bodily 
vigour. Both, according to their obfervation, 
were of fuch a feeble frame as to be unable to 
endure fatigue, and the ftrength of one Spa- 
niard exceeded that of feveral Indians. ‘This 
they imputed to their feanty diet, on poor 
fare, fuflicient to preferve life, but not to give 
firmnefs to their conflitution. Such a remark 
could hardly have been made with refpeét to 


+ Herrera, dec, 3, lib, ii, c, 18. Gom. Cron, oi 202, 


any 


HISTORY OF AMERICA. air 


any people furnifhed plentifully with the ne-BOoK 
ceflaries of life. ‘Che difficulty which Cortes . Y"- 
found in procuring fubfiftence for his fimall 

body of foldiers, who were often conftrained to 

live on the fpontaneous productions of the 

earth, feems to confirm the remark of the Spa- 

nifh writers, and gives no high idea of the ftate 

of cultivation in the Mexican empire™. 


A practice that was univerfal in New Spain 4 further 
appears to favour this opinion. ‘The Mexican an 
women gave fuck to their children for feveral 
years, and during that time they did not co- 
habit with their hufbands*. ‘This precaution 
againft a burdenfome increafe of progeny, 
though neceffary, as I have already obferved, 
among favages, who, from the hardfhips of 
their condition, and the precarioufnefs of 
their fubfiftence, find it impoflible to rear a 
numerous family, can hardly be fuppofed to 
have continued among a people who lived at 
eafe and in abundance. 


Tue vaft extent of the Mexican empire, Doubis con- 
which has been confidered, and with juitice, Sty 
as the moft decifive proof of a confiderable “**""” 
progrefs in regular government and police, is 


™ Relat. ap. Ramuf, iii, 306. A. Herrera, dec. 3. lib. iv, 
c. 19. dec, 2. lib. vi. c. 16. 
® Gom. Cron. ¢.208. \ Herrera, dec. 3. lib. iv, c.16. 
xX 4 one 
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3 OOK one of thofe faéts in the hiftory of the New 


VIL. 


World which feems to have been admitted 
without due examination or fufficient evidence. 
The Spanifh hiftorians, in order to magnify 
the valourof their countrymen, are accuftomed 
to reprefent the dominion of Montezuma as 
ftretching over all the provinces of New Spain 
from the Northern to the Southern Ocean. 
But a great part of the mountainous country 
was polleffed by the Otomies, a fierce uncivi- 
lized people, who feem to have been the refi- 
due of the original inhabitants. The provinces 
towards the north and weft of Mexico were 
occupied by the Chichemecas, and other tribes 
of hunters, None of thefe recognized the 
Mexican monarch as their fuperior. Even in 
the interior and more level country, there 
were feveral cities and provinces which had 
never {ubmitted to the Mexican yoke. Tlaf- 
cala, though only twenty-one leagues from the 
capital of the empire, was an independent and 
hoftile republic, Cholula, though ftill nearer, 
had been fubjeéted only a fhort time before 
the arrival of the Spaniards. Tepeaca, at the 
diftance of thirty leagues from Mexico, feems 
to have been a feparate ftate, governed by 
its own laws®. Mechoacan, the frontier of 
which extended within forty leaguesof Mexico, 


9 ‘Herrera, dec. 3. lib. x. c.15. 21. B. Diaz. c. 130. 
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was a powerful kingdom, remarkable for its BOO K 
: : : VII. 
implacable enmity to the Mexican name”. By ae 
‘thefe hoftile powers the Mexican empire was 
circum{cribed on every quarter, and the high 

ideas which we are apt to form of it from the 
defcription of the Spanith hiftorians, fhould 


be confiderably moderated. 


In confequence of this independence of Lil 't- 


: tercourfe 
fevera] ftates in New Spain upon the Mexican 2™one*s 


empire, there was not any confiderable inter- provinces 
courfe between its various provinces. Even 
in the interior country not far diftant from 
the capital, there feem to have been no roads 
to facilitate the communication of one diftriét 
with another; and when the Spaniards firft 
attempted to penetrate into its feveral pro- 
vinces, they had to open their way through 
forefts and marfhes*. Cortes, in his adven- 
turous march from Mexico to Honduras in 
1525, met with obftruétions, and endured 
hardfhips little inferior to thofe with which he 
mutt have ftruggled in the moft uncivilized 
regions of America. In fome places he could 
hardly force a paflage through impervious 
woods, and plains overflowed with water. In 
others he found fo little cultivation, that his 


P Hearera, dec. 3. lib.ii. c. 10. 
1 B. Diaz. c.166. 176. 
troops 
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BOO X troops were frequently in danger of perifhing 

Vi. by famine. Such faéts correfpond ill with the 

pompous defeription which the Spanifh writers 

give of Mexican police and induftry, and con- 

vey an idea of a country nearly fimilar to*that 

poflefled by the Indian tribes in North Ame- 

rica. Here and there a treading or a war 

path, as they are called in North America, led 

from one fettlement to another ", but generally 

there appeared no fign of any eftablifhed com- 

‘munication, few marks of induftry, and fewer 
monuments of art. 


edn A proor of this imperfeétion in their com- 
a mercial intercourfe no lefs ftriking is their 


want of money, or fome univerfal ftandard by 
which to eflimate the value of commodities. 
The difcovery of this is among the fteps of 
greateit confequence in the progrefs of na- 
tions. Until it has been made, all their tranf 
actions muft be fo awkward, fo operofe, and 
fo limited, that we may boldly pronounce 
that they have advanced but a little way in 
their career. The invention of fuch acom- . 
mercial ftandard is of fuch high antiquity in 
our hemilphere, and rifes fo far beyond the 
wera of authentic hiftory, as to appear almott 
coéval with the exiftence of fociety. The pre- 


* Herrera, dec.3. lib. vii. c. 8. 
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cious metals feem to have been early em- 
ployed for this purpofe, and from their per- 
manent value, their divifibility, and many 
other qualities, they are better adapted to ferve 
as a common ftandard than any other fubftance 
of which nature has given us the command. 
But in the New World, where thefe metals 
abound moft, this ufe of them was not known. 
The exigencies of rude tribes, or of monar- 
chies imperfeétly civilized, did not call for it. 
All their commercial intercourfe was carried 
on by barter, and their ignorance of any com- 
mon ftandard by which to facilitate that ex- 
change of commodities which contributes fo 
much towards the comfort of life, may be 
juttly mentioned as an evidence of the infant 
{tate of their policy. But even in the New 
' World the inconvenience of wanting fome 
general inftrument of commerce began to be 
felt, and fome efforts were making towards 
fupplying that defect. The Mexicans, among 
whom the number and greatnefS.of their cities 
gaye, rife to a more extended commerce than 
in any other part of America, had begun to 
employ a common ftandard of value, which 
rendered {maller tranfaétions much more eafy. 
As chocolate was the favourite drink of per- 
fons in every rank of life, the nuts or almonds. 
of. cacao, of which it.is compofed, were: of 
fuch, univerfaly confumption, that, in. their 

) flated 
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BOOK ftated markets, thefe were willingly received 
bed in return for commodities of {mall price. Thus 


Doubts cons 
cerning the 
ftare of their 
cities, 


they came to be confidered as the inftrument 
of commerce, and the value of what one 
wifhed to difpofe of was eftimated by the 
number of nuts of the cacao, which he might 
expeét in exchange for it. This feems to be 
the utmoft length which the Americans had 
advanced towards the difcovery of any expe- 
dient for fupplying the ufe of money. And 
if the want of it is to be held, on one hand, as 
a proof of their barbarity, this expedient for 
fupplying that want, fhould be admitted, on 
the other, as an evidence no lefs fatisfying, of 
fome progrefs which the Mexicans had made 
in refinement and civilization, beyond the fa- 
vage tribes around them. 


In fuch a rude ftate were many of the Mex- 
ican provinces when firft vifited by their con- 
querors. -Even their cities, extenfive and 
populous as they were, feem more fit to be 
the habitation of men juft emerging from 
barbarity, than the refidence of a polifhed 
people. The defcription of Tlafcala nearly 
refembles that ofan Indian village. A number 
of low ftraggling huts, fcattered about irre- 
gularly, according to the caprice of each pro- 
prietor, built with turf and ftone and thatched 
with reeds, without any light but what they 

received 
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received by a door, fo low that it could not BOOK 
be entered upright*. In Mexico, though, ae 
from the peculiarity of its fituation, the dif- 
pofition of the houfes was more orderly, the 
ftruéture of the greater part was equally mean. : 
Nor does the fabric of their temples, and other Temples, 
public edifices, appear to have been fuch as 
entitled them to the high praifes beftowed upon 

them by many Spanifh authors. As far as one 

can gather from their obf{cure and inaccurate 
defcriptions, the great temple of Mexico, the 

moft famous in New Spain, which has been re- 
prefented as a magnificent building, raifed to 

fuch a height, that the afcent to it was by a 

flight of a hundred and fourteen fteps, was a 

folid mafs of earth of a fquare form, faced 

partly with ftone. Its bafe on each fide ex- 

tended ninety feet, and decreafing gradually 

as it advanced in height, it terminated in a 
quadrangle of about thirty feet, where were 

placed a fhrine of the deity, and two altars 

on which the viétims were facrificed*. All the 

other celebrated temples of New Spain exaétly 
refembled that of Mexico". Such ftruétures 

convey no high idea of progrefs in art and in- 
genuity; and one can hardly conceive that 

a form more rude and fimple could haye og- 


s Herrera, dec. 2. lib. vi. c.12. 
© Herrera, dec. 2: lib. vii. c. 17. 
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curred to a nation in its firft efforts towards 
erecting any great work. 


Greater {kill and ingenuity were difplayed, 


’ if we may believe the Spanifh hiftorians, in the 


houfes of the Emperor and in thofe of the prin- 
cipal nobility. There, fome elegance of defign 
was vifible, and a commodious arrangement of 
the apartments was attended to. But if build- 
ings corre(ponding to fuch defcriptions had 
ever exifted in the Mexican cities, it is pro- 
bable that fome remains of them would ftill 
be vifible. J’rom the manner in which Cortes 
conducted the fiege of Mexico, we can indeed 
eafily account for the total deftruétion of what- 
ever had any appearance of fplendour in that 
capital. But as only two centuries and a half 
have elapfed fince the conquetit of New Spain, 
it feems altogether incredible that in a period 
fo fhort, every veitige of this boafted elegance 
and grandeur fhould have difappeared; and 
that in the other cities, particularly in thofe 
which did not fuffer by the deftruétive hand 
of the conquerors, there are any ruins, which 
can be confidered as monuments of their an- 
cient magnificence. 


Even ina village of the rudeft Indians, there 
are buildings of greater extent and elevation 
than common dwelling-houfes. Such as are 


5 deftined 
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deftined for holding the council of the tribe, po ox 
and in which all affemble on occafions of public | V¥ 
feftivity, may be called ftately edifices, when 
compared with the reft. As among the Mexi- 
cans the diftinétion of ranks was eftablifhed, 
and property was unequally divided, the num- 
ber of diftinguifhed ftruéctures in their towns 
would of couffe be greater than in other parts 
of America. But thefe feem not to have been 
either fo folid or magnificent as to merit the 
pompous epithets which fome Spanifh authors 
employ in defcribing them. It is probable 
that, though more ornamented, and built on 
a larger feale, they were erected with the fame 
flight materials which the Indians employed in 
their common buildings”, and Time, in a {pace 
much lefs than two hundred and fifty years, 
may have {wept away all remains of them*. 


From this enumeration of facts, it feems, 
upon the whole, to be evident, that the ftate of 
fociety in Mexico was confiderably advanced 
beyond that of the favage tribes which we have 
delineated. But it is no lef manifeft, that with 
refpect to many particulars, the Spanifh ac- 
counts of their progrefs appear to be highly em- 
bellifhed, There is not a more frequent or a 
more fertile fource of deception in deferibing 


“ See NOTE XXXVIII. * See NOTE XXXIX. 
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the manners and arts of favage nations, or of 
fuch as are imperfeétly civilized, than that of 
applying to them the names and phrafes appro- 
priated to the inftitutions and refinements of 
polithed life. When the leader of a fmall tribe, 
or the head of a rude community, is dignified 
with the name of King or Emperor, the place 
of his refidence can receive no other name but 
that of his palace; and whatever his attendants 
may be, they mutt be called his court. Under 
fuch appellations they acquire, in our eftima- 
tion, an importance and dignity which does not 
belong to them. ‘The illufion fpreads, and 
giving a falfe colour to every part of the nar- 
rative, the imagination % fo much carried 
away with the refemblance, that it becomes 
difficult to difcern objeéts as they really are, 
The Spaniards, when they firft touched on the 
Mexican coait, were fo much ftruck with the 
appearance of attainments in policy and in 
the arts of life, far fuperior to thofe of the 
rude tribes with which they were hitherto 
acquainted, that they fancied they had at 
length difcovered a civilized people in the 
New World. This comparifon between the 
people of Mexico and their uncultivated 
neighbours, they appear to have kept con- 
ftantly in view, and obferving with admi- 
ration many things which marked the pre- 
eminence of the former, they employ in de- 

To {cribing 
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feribing their imperfect policy and infant arts, B.O OK 
fuch terms as are applicable to the inftitutions , Pe 
ef men far beyond them in improvement. 

Both thefe circum{tances concur in detraét- 

ing from the credit due to the defcriptions of 
Mexican manners by the early Spanifh writers, 

By drawing a parallel between them and thofe 

of people fo much lefs civilized, they raifed 

their own ideas too high. By their mode of 
defcribing them, they conveyed ideas to others 

no lefs exalted above truth, Later writers 

have adopted the ftyle of the original hifto- 

rians, and improved upon it. The colours 

with which De Solis delineates the character 

and defcribes the aétions of Montezuma, the 
fplendor of his court, the laws and policy of , 
his empire, are the fame that he muft have 
employed in exhibiting to view the monarch 

and inftitutions of an highly polifhed people. 


Bor though we may admit, that the warm 
imagination of the Spanifh writers has added 
fome embellifhment to their defcriptions, this 
will not juftify the decifive and peremptory 
tone with which feveral authors pronounce 
all their accounts of the Mexican power, po- 
licy, and laws, to be the fiétions of men who 
wifhed to deceive, or who delighted in the 
marvellous. There are few hiftorical faéts that 
can be afcertained by evidence more unex- 

VOLy IIIs x ception- 
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of the material articles, in the defeription of 
the Mexican conftitution and manners. Eye 
witneffes relate what they beheld. Men who 
had refided among the Mexicans, both before 
and after the conqueft, defcribe inftitutions 
and cuftoms which were familiar to them. 
Perfons of profeffions fo different that objects 
muft have prefented themfelves to their view 
under every various afpeét ; foldiers, priefts, 
and lawyers, all concur in their teftimony. 
Had Cortes ventured to impofe upon his fo- 
vereign, by exhibiting to him a picture of 
imaginary manners, there wanted not ene- 
mies and rivals who were qualified to deteé& 
his deceit, and who would have rejoiced in 
expofing it. But according to the juft re- 
mark of an author, whofe ingenuity has il- 
luftrated, and whofe eloquence has adorned, 
the hiftory of America’, this fuppofition is in 
itfelf as improbable as the attempt would 
have been audacious. Who among the de- 
ftroyers of this great empire was fo enlightened 
by fcience, or fo attentive to the progrefs and 
operations of men in focial life, as to frame 
a fictitious fyftem of policy fo well combined 
and fo confiftent, as that which they delineate, 
in their accounts of the Mexican government? 


*M.1’ Abbé Raynal Hit. philof. & polit. &c. iti. 127. 
Where 
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Where could they have borrowed the idea of BOOK 
many inftitutions in legiflation and police, to , bape } 
which, at that period, there was nothing pa- 
rallel in the nations with which they were ac- 
quainted ? There was not, at the beginning of 
the fixteenth century, a regular eftablifhment 
of pofts for conveying intelligence to the fo- 
vereign of any kingdom in Europe. The fame * 
obfervation will apply to what the Spaniards 
relate, with refpeét to the ftruéture of the 
city of Mexico, the regulations concerning 
its police, and various laws eftablifhed for the 
adminiftration of juftice, or fecuring the hap- 
pinefs of the community. Whoever is accuf- 
tomed to contemplate the progrefs of nations, 
will often, at very early ftages of it, difeover 
a premature and unexpeéted dawn of thofe 
ideas, which gave rife to inftitutions that are 
the pride and ornament of its moft advanced 
period. Even in a ftate as imperfeétly polifhed 
as the Mexican empire, the happy genius of 
fome fagacious obferver, excited or aided by 
circumftances unknown to us, may have in- 
troduced inftitutions which are feldom found 
but in focieties highly refined. But it is 
almoft impoffible that the illiterate conquerors 
of the New World fhould have formed in any 
one inftance a conception of cuftoms and Jaws 
beyond the ftandard of improvement in their 
own age and country. Or if Cortes had been 
¥ 4 capable 
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BO O K capable of this, what inducement had thofe by 

Vi. whom he was fuperfeded to continue the de- 

ception ?- Why fhould Corita, or Motolinea, 

or Acofta, have amufed their fovereign or their 
fellow-citizens with a tale purely fabulous? 


Bolin. Ix one particular, however, the guides 
cans, whom we muft follow have reprefented the 
Mexicans to be more barbarous, perhaps, than 
they really were. ‘Their religious tenets, and 
the rites of their worfhip, are defcribed by 
them as wild and cruel in an extreme degree. 
Religion, which occupies no confiderableplace 
in the thoughts of a favage, whofe conceptions 
of avy fuperior power are obfcure, and his 
facred rites few as well as fimple, was formed, 
among the Mexicans, into a regular fyftem, 
with its complete train of priefts, temples, 
victims, and feflivals. This, of itfelf, isa 
clear proof that the ftate of the Mexicans 
was very different from that of the ruder 
American tribes. But from the extrava- 
gance of their religious notions, or the bar- 
barity of their rites, no conclufion can be 
drawn with certainty concerning the degree 
of their civilization. For nations, long after 
their ideas begin to enlarge, and their manners 
to refine, adhere to fyftems of fuperftition 
founded onthe crude conceptions of early ages. 
From the genius of the Mexican religion we 
may, 
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may, however, form a moft juft conclufion with B oo K 


the people. The afpect of fuperftition in 
Mexico was gloomy and atrocious. Its divi- 
nities were clothed with terror, and delighted 
in vengeance. ‘They were exhibited to the 
people under deteftable forms, which created 
horror. The figures of ferpents, of tygers, 
and of other deftruétive animals, decorated 
their temples. Tear was the only principle 
that infpired their votaries. Fafts, mortifica- 
tions, and penances, all rigid, and many of 
them excruciating to an extreme degree, were 
the means employed to appeafe the wrath of 
their gods,and the Mexicans never approached 
their altars without fprinkling them with blood 
drawn from their own bodies. But, of all 
offerings, human facrifices were deemed the 
moft acceptable, This religious belief, ming- 
ling with the implacable {pirit of vengeance, 
and adding new force to it, every captive 
taken in war was brought to the temple, was 
devoted as a victim to the deity, and facri- 
ficed with rites no lefs folemn than cruel’. 
The heart and head were the portion confe- 
erated to the gods; the warrior, by whofe 
prowefs the prifoner had been feized, carried 


> 
2 Cort. Relat. ap. Ramuf. iii. 240, &c. B. Diaz, c.2if 
Acofta, lib.v. c. 13, &c. Herrera, dec. 3. lib. ii. c.15, ¢ 
Gomara Cron. c. 80, &c. See NOTE XL. 
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Pretenftons 
of Peru to 
an high an- 
tiquity 


uncertain. 


Under the impreffion of ideas fo dreary and 
terrible, and accuftomed daily to fcenes of 
bloodfhed rendered awful by religion, the heart 
of man mutt harden and be fteeled to every 
fentiment of humanity. The fpirit of the 
Mexicans was accordingly unfeeling, and the 
genius of their religion fo far counterbalanced 
the influence of policy and arts, that notwith- 
{tanding their progrefs in both, their manners, 
inftead of foftening, became more fierce. To 
what circumftances it was owing that fuper- 
ftition affumed fuch a dreadful form among 
the Mexicans, we have not fufficient know- 
ledge of their hiftory to determine. But its 
influence is vifible, and produced an effeét 
that is fingular in the hiftory of the human 
f{pecies. The manners of the people in the 
New World who had made the greateft pro- 
grefs in the arts of policy, were, in feveral 
refpeéts, the moft ferocious, and the barbarity 
of fome of their cuftoms exceeded even thofe 
of the favage ftate. 


Tue empire of Peru boafts of an higher an- 
tiquity than that of Mexico. According to 
the traditionary accounts colleéted by the 
Sr siards, it had fubfifted four hundred years, 

der twelve fiicceflive monarchs. But the 
knowledge of their ancient ftory, which the. 

Peruvians 
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Peruvians could communicate to their con- 
querors, muft have been both imperfeét and 
uncertain*. Like the other American nations, 
they were totally unacquainted with the art of 
writing, and deftitute of the only means by 
which the memory of paft tranfaétions can be 
preferved with any degree of accuracy. Even 
among people to whom the ufe of letters is 
known, the xra where the authenticity of hif 
‘tory commences is much pofterior to the in- 
troduétion of writing. ‘That noble invention 
continued, every where, to be long fubfervient 
to the common bufinef$ and wants of life, be- 
fore it was employed in recording events, with 
a view of conveying information from one age 
to another. But in no country did ever tra- 
dition alone carry down hiftorical knowledge, 
in any full continued ftream, during a period 
of half the length that the monarchy of Peru 
is faid to have fubfifted. 


Tue Quipos, or knots on cords of different 
colours, which are celebrated by authors fond 
of the marvellous, as if they had been regular 
annals of the empire, imperfectly fupplied the 
place of writing. According to the obfcure 
defcription of them by Acofta®, which Garci- 
laffo de la Vega has adopted with little varia- 
tion and no improvement, the quipos feem to 


* See NOTE XLI. > Hit, lib. vi. ¢. 8. . 
Y4 have 
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have been a device for rendering calculation 
more expeditious and accurate. By the va- 
rious colours different objeéts were denoted, 
and by each knot a dittinét number. Thus 
an account was taken, and a kind of regifter 
kept, of the inhabitants in each province, or 
of the feveral produétions colleéted there for 
public ufe. But as by thefe knots, however 
varied or combined, no moral or abftraét idea, 
no operation or quality of the mind could be 
reprefented, they contributed little towards 
preferving the memory of ancient events and 
inftitutions. By the Mexican paintings and 
fymbols, rude as they were, more knowledge 
of remote tranfaétions feems to have been 
conveyed, than the Peruvians could derive 
from their boafted quipos. Had the latter 
been even of more extenfive ufe, and better 
adapted to fupply the place of written re- 
cords, they perifhed fo generally, together 
with other monuments of Peruvian inge- 
nuity, in the wreck occafioned by the Spa- 
nifh conqueft, and the civil wars fubfequent 
to it, that no acceffion of light or know- 
ledge comes fromthem. All the zeal of Gar- 
cilaffo de la Vega, for the honour of that race 
of monarchs from whom he defcended, all 
the induftry of his refearches, and the fuperior 
advantages with which he carried them on, 
opened no fource of information unknown to 
the Spanffh authors who wrote before him. In 
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his Royal Commentaries, he confines himfelf to gp oo K 


illuftrate what they had related concerning the 
antiquities and inftitutions of Peru‘; and his 
illuftrations, like their accounts, are derived 
entirely from the traditionary tales current 
among his countrymen, 


Very little credit then is due to the minute 
details which have been given of the exploits, 
the battles, the conquefts, and private cha- 
raéter of the early Peruvian monarchs. We 
can reft upon nothing in their ftory, as au- 
thentic, but a few faéts fo interwoven in the 
fyftem of their religion and policy, as pre- 
ferved the memory of them from being loft ; 
and upon the defcription of fuch cuftoms and 
inftitutions as continued in force at the time 
of the conqueft, and fell under the immediate 
obfervation of the Spaniards. By attending 
carefully to thefe, and endeavouring to fepa- 
rate them from what appears to be fabulous, 
or of doubtful authority, I have laboured to 
form an idea of the Peruvian government and 
manners. 


Tuer people of Peru, as I have already ob- 
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form of favage life, when Manco Capac, and 
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o k his confort Mama Ocollo, appeared to inftruét 


Il. 


and civilize them. Who thefe extraordinary 
perfonages were, whether they imported their 
fyftem of legiflation and knowledge of arts 
from fome country more improved, or, if na- 
tives of Peru, how they acquired ideas fo far 
fuperior to thofe of the people whom they ad- 
dreffed, are circumftances with refpeét to 
which the Peruvian tradition conveys no in- 
formation. Manco Capac and his confort, 
taking advantage of the prepenfity in the Pe- 
ruvians to fuperflition, and particularly of 
their veneration for the Sun, pretended to be 
children of that glorious luminary, and to de- 
liver their inftruétions in his name, and by au- 
thority from him, The multitude liftened and 
believed. What reformation in policy and 
manners the Peruvians afcribe to thofe 
founders of their empire, and how, from the 
precepts of the Inca and his confort, their an- 
ceflors gradually acquired fome knowledge of 
thofe arts, and fome relifh for that induftry, 
which render fubfiftence fecure and life com- 
fortable, hath been formerly related. Thofe 
bleflings were originally confined within nar- 
row precinéts; but in proces of time, the fuc- 
ceflors of Manco Capac extended their domi-« 
nion over all the regions that ftretch to the 
wefl of the Andes from Chili to Quito, eftab- 
lifhing in every province their peculiar policy 
and religious inflitutions. 

THE 
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Tue mott fingular and ftriking cireumftance BO O K 
P . 3 VIL 
in the Peruvian government, is the influence __"_y 


of religion upon its genius and laws. Religious Fo" 
religion. 


ideas make fuch a feeble impreflion on the 
mind of a favage, that their effect upon his 
fentiments and manners is hardly perceptible. 
Among the Mexicans, religion, reduced into 
aregular fyftem, and holding a confiderable 
place in their public inftitutions, operated with 
confpicuous eflicacy in forming the peculiar 
character of that people. But in Peru, the 
whole fyftem of policy was founded on religion, 
The Inca appeared not only asa legiflator, but 
as the mefienger of Heaven. His precepts were 
received not merely as the injunétions of a fu- 
perior, but as the mandates of the Deity. His 
race was to be held facred ; and in order to 
preferve it diftinét, without being polluted by 
any mixture of lefs noble blood, the fons of 
Manco Capac married their own fifters, and no. 
perfon was ever admitted to the throne who 
could not claim it by fuch a pure defcent. 
To thofle Children of the Sun, for that was the 
appellation beftowed upon all the offspring of 
the firft Inca, the people looked up with the 
reverence due to beings of a fuperior order. 
They were deemed to be under the immediate 
protection of the deity from whom tiey iflued, 
and by him every order of the reigning Inca 
was fuppofed to be dictated, 
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From thofe ideas two confequences refulted. 
The authority of the Inca was unlimited and 
abfolute, in the moft extenfive meaning of the 
words. Whenever the decrees of a prince are 
confidered as the commands of the Divinity, it 
is not only an act of rebellion, but of impiety, 
to difpute or oppofe his will. Obedience be- 
comes a duty of religion ; and as it would be 
profane to control a monarch who is believed 
to be under the guidance of Heaven, and pre- 
fumptuous to advife him, nothing remains but 
to fubmit with implicit refpeét. This mutt 
neceflarily be the effeét of every government 
eftablifhed on pretenfions of intercourfe with 
fauperior powers. Such accordingly was the 
blind fubmiffion which the Peruvians yielded 
to their fovereigns. The perfons of higheft 
rank and greateft power in their dominions 
acknowledged them to be of a more exalted 
nature ; and in teftimony of this, when admit- 
ted into their prefence, they entered with a 
burden upon their fhoulders, as an emblem of 
their fervitude, and willingnefs to bear what- 
ever the Inca was pleafed-to impofe. Among 
their fubjeéts, force was not requifite to fecond 
their commands. Every officer entrufted with 
the execution of them was revered, and, ac- 
cording to the account of an intelligent ob. 
ferver of Peruvian manners‘, he might proceed 
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alone from one extremity of the empire to an- BO OK 
other without meeting oppofitions for, on es 
producing a fringe from the royal Borla, an 
ornament of the head peculiar to the reigning 

Inca, the lives and fortunes of the people were 

at his difpofal. 


Axotuer confequence of eftablifhing go- att crime: 
vernment in Peru on the foundation of religion eelly 
was, that all crimes were punifhed capitally. 
They were not confidered as tranfgreflions of 
human laws, but as infults offered to the Deity. 
Each, without any diftinétion between fuch 
as were flight and fuch as were atrocious, 
called for vengeance, and could be expiated 
only by the blood of the offender. Con- 
fonantly to the fame ideas, punifhment fol- 
lowed the trefpafs with inevitable certainty, 
becaufe an offence again{t Heaven was deemed 
fuch an high enormity as could not be par- 
doned‘. Among a people of corrupted mo- 
rals, maxims of jurifprudence fo fevere and 
unrelenting, by rendering men ferocious and 
defperate, would be more apt to multiply 
crimes than to reftrain them. But the Peru- 
vians, of fimple manners and unfufpicious 
faith, were held in fuch awe by this rigid dif- 
cipline, that the number of offenders was ex- 
tremely fimall. Veneration for monarchs, en- 
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BOO x lightened and direéted, as they believed, by 


VIL. 
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of their re- 
ligion. 


the divinity whom they adored, prompted 
them to their duty; the dread of punifh- 
ment which they were taught to confider as 
unavoidable vengeance inflicted by offended 
Heaven, withheld them from evil. 


Tue fyftem of fuperftition on which the In- 
cas ingrafted their pretenfions to fuch high au- 
thority, was of a genius very different from that 
eftablifhed among the Mexicans. Manco Ca- 
pac turned the veneration of his followers en- 
tirely towards natural objects. The Sun, as 
the great fource of light, of joy, and fertility 
in the creation, attraéted their principal ho- 
mage. The Moon and Stars, as co-operating 
with him, were entitled to fecondary honours. 
Wherever the propenfity in the human mind 
to acknowledge and to adore fome fuperior 
power, takes this direétion, and is employed 
in contemplating the order and beneficence 
that really exift in nature, the fpirit of fuper- 
ftition is mild. Wherever imaginary beings, 
created by the fancy and the fears of men, are 
fuppofed to prefide in nature, and become the 
objects of worlhip, fuperitition always affumes 
amore fevere and atrocious form. Of the 
latter we have an example among the Mexi- 
cans, of the former among the people of Peru. 
The Peruyians had not, indeed, made fuch 
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progrefs in obfervation or inquiry, as to have noo K 
attained jutt conceptions of the Deity ; nor Vile 
was there in their language any proper name 
or appellation of the Supreme Power, which 
intimated, that they had formed any idea of 
him as the Creator and Governor of the 
World®. But by direéting their veneration to 
that glorious luminary, which, by its univerfal 
and vivifying energy, is the beft emblem of 
divine benificence, the rites and obfervances 
which they deemed acceptable to him were 
innocent and humane. ‘They offered to the 
Sun a part of thofe produétions which his 
genial warmth had called forth from the bo- 
fom of the earth, and reared to maturity. 
They facrificed, as an oblation of gratitude, 
fome of the animals which were indebted to 
his influence for nourifhment. They prefented 
to him choice fpecimens of thofe works of in- 
genuity which his light had guided the hand 
of man in forming. But the Incas never 
ftained his altars with human blood, nor 
could they conceive that their beneficent 
father the Sun would be delighted with fuch 
horrid viétims". Thus the Peruvians, unac- 
quainted with thofe barbarous rites which 
extinguith fenfibility, and fupprefs the feelings 
* 
& Acofta, lib. v. c. 3- h See NOTE XLII. 
of 
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poo KoOf nature at the fight of human fufferings, 
vil. _, were formed by the {pirit of the fuperftition 
which they had adopted, to a national cha- 
raéter, more gentle than that of any people 

in America. 


Irsinfuence "Tyre influence of this fuperftition operated 

icy, in the fame manner upon their civil inftitu- 
tions, and tended to correét in them whatever 
was adverfe to gentlenefs of charaéter. The 
dominion of the Incas, though the moft ab- 
folute of all defpotilins, was mitigated by its 
alliance with religion. The mind was not 
humbled and depreffed by the idea of a forced 
{ubjeétion to the will of a fuperior; obedience, 
paid to one who was believed to be clothed 
with divine authority, was willingly yielded, 
and implied no degradation. ‘The fovereign, 
confcious that the fubmiflive reverence of his 
people flowed from their belief of his heavenly 
defcent, was continually reminded of a dif- 
tinction which prompted him to imitate that 
beneficent power which he was fuppofed to re-. 
prefent. In confequence of thofe impreflions, 
there hardly occurs in the traditional hiftory. 
of Peru, any inftance of rebellion againft the 
reigning prince, and among twelve fucceffive 
monarchs, there was not one tyrant. 


Even 
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Even the wars in which the Incas engaged, 
were carried on with a fpirit very different 
from that of other American nations. They 
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minate ; or, like the Mexicans, to glut blood 
thirfty divinities with human facrifices. They 
conquered, in order to reclaim and civilize the 
vanquithed, and to diffufe the knowledge of 
their own inftitutions and arts. Prifoners feem 
not to have been expofed to the infults and 
tortures, which were their lot in every other 
part of the New World.- The Incas took the 
people whom they fubdued under their protec- 
tion,and admitted them to a participation of all 
the advantages enjoyed by their original {ub- 
jects. This praétice, fo repugnant to American 
ferocity, arid refembling the humanity of the 
moft polifhed nations, muft be afcribed, like 
other peculiarities which we have obferved in 
the Peruvian manners, to the genius of their 
religion. The Incas, confidering the homage 
paid to any other objeét than to the heavenly 
powers which they adored as impious, were fond 
of gaining profelytes to their favourite fyftem. 
The idols of every conquered province were car- 
ried in triumph 'to the great temple at Cuzco’. 
and placed there as trophies of the fuperior 
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of the empire. The people were treated with 
lenity, and inftruéted in the religious tenets of 
their new mafters*, that the conqueror might 
have the glory of having added to the number 
of the votaries of his father the Sun. 


Tue ftate of property in Peru was no lefs 
fingular than that of religion, and contributed, 
likewife, towards giving a mild turnof character 
to the people. All the lands capable of cultiva- 
tion were divided into three fhares. One was 
confecrated to the Sun, and the produét of it 
was applied to the ereétion of temples, and fur. 
nifhing what was requifite towards celebrating 
the public rites of religion. The fecond be- 
longed to the Inca, and was fet apart as the 
provifion made by the community for the 
fupport of government. The third and largeft 
fhare was referved for the maintenance of the 
people, among whom it was parcelled out, 
Neither individuals, however, nor communi- 
ties, had a right of exclufive property in the 
portion fet apart for theirufe. They poffefled 
it only for a year, at the expiration of which a 
new divifion was made in proportion to the 
rank, the number, and exigencies of each 
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family. All thofe lands were cultivated by the 
joint induftry of the community. The people, 
fummoned by a proper officer, repaired in a 
body to the fields, and performed their com- 
mon tafk, while fongs and mufical inftruments 
cheered them to their labour’, By this 
fingular diftribution of territory, as well as 
by the mode of cultivating it, the idea of a 
common intereft, and of mutual fubferviency, 
was continually inculcated. Each individual 
felt his conneétion with thofe around him, and 
knew that he depended on their friendly aid 
for what increafe he was to reap. <A ftate 
thus conftituted may be confidered as one 
greatfamily,in which the union of the members 
was fo complete, and the exchange of good 
offices fo perceptible, as to create flronger 
attachment, and to bind man to man in clofer 
intercourfe, than fubfifted under any form of 
fociety eftablifhed in America. From this 
refulted gentle manners, and mild virtues 
unknown in the favage ftate, and with which 
the Mexicans were little acquainted. 


But, though the inflitutions of the Incas were 
foframed as to ftrengthen the bondsof affeétion 
among their fubjeéts, there was great inequality 
intheir condition. ‘The diftinétion of ranks was 


? Herrera, dec. 5. lib. iv. c.2. Wega, lib. v. c. 5. 
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fully eftablifhed in Peru. A great body of the 
inhabitants, under the denomination of Yana- 
conas, were held in a ftate of fervitude. Their 
garb and houfes were of a form different from 
thofe of freemen. Like the Tamenes of Mexico, 
they were employed in carrying burdens, and 
in performing every other work of drudgery™. 
Next tothem in rank, were fuch of the people 
as were free, but diftinguifhed by no official or 
hereditary honours. Above them were raifed, 
thofe whom the Spaniards call Orejones, from 
the ornaments worn in their ears. They formed 
what may be denominated the order of nobles, 
and in peace as well as war held every office 
of power or truft®". At the head of all were | 
the children of the Sun, who, by their high 
defcent and peculiar privileges, were as much 
exalted above the Orejones, as thefe were 
elevated above the people. 


Suc a form of fociety, from the Union of its 
members, as well as from the diftinétion in their 
ranks, was favourable to progrefs in the arts. 
But the Spaniards having been acquainted with 
the improved ftate of various arts in Mexico, 
feveral years before they difcovered Peru, were 
not fo much ftruck with what they obferved 


™ Herrera, dec. 5. lib.iii. c. 4. lib. x. c. 8. 
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in the latter country, and defcribe the appear- 
ances of ingenuity there with lefs warmth of 
admiration. The Peruvians, neverthelefs, had 
advanced far beyond the Mexicans, both in 
the neceflary arts of life, and in fuch as have 
fome title to the name of elegant. 


In Peru, agriculture, the art of primary ne- 
ceflity in focial life, was more extenfive, and 
carried on with greater {kill than in any part 
of America. The Spaniards, in their progrefs 
through the country, were fo fully fupplied 
with provifions of every kind, that in the 
relation of their adventures we meet with few 
of thofe difmal fcenes of diftrefs occafioned b 
famine, in which the conquerors of Mexico 
were fo often involved. The quantity of foil 
under cultivation was not left to the difcretion 
of individuals, but regulated by public authority 
in proportion to the exigencies of the commu- 
nity. Even the calamity ofan unfruitful feafon 
was but little felt, for the produét of the lands 
confecrated to the Sun, as well as thofe fet 
apart for the Incas, being depofited in the 
Tambos, or public ftore-houfes, it remained 
there as a {tated provifion for times of f{earcity®. 
As the extent of cultivation was determined 
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BOOK with fuch provident attention to the demands 
wee) of the ftate, the invention and induftry of the 
Peruvians were called forth to extraordinary 
exertions, by certain defeéts peculiar to their 
climate and foil. All the vaft rivers that flow 
from the Andes take their courfe eaftward to 
the Atlantic Ocean. Peru is watered only 
by fome ftreams which ruth down from the 
mountains like torrents. A great part of the 
low country is fandy and barren, and never 
refrefhed with rain. In order to render fuch an 
unpromifing region fertile, the ingenuity of the 
Peruvians had recourfe to various expedients. 
By means of artificial canals, conducted with 
much patience and confiderable art, from the 
torrents that poured acrofs their country, they 
conveyed a regular fupply of moifture to their 
fields’. They enriched the foil by manuring it 
with the dung of fea-fowls, of which they found 
an inexhauttible ftore on all the iflands{cattered 
along their coafts*. In deferibing the cuftoms 
of any nation thoroughly civilized, fuch prac- 
tices would hardly draw attention, or be men- 
tioned as in any degree remarkable ; but in the 
hiftory of the improvident race of men in the 
New World, they are entitled to notice as fin- 


P Zarate, lib.i. c.4. Vega, lib.v. c.1, & 24. F 
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gular proofs of induftry and of art. The ufe of BOOK 
the plough, indeed, was unknown to the Peru- , ¥™ 
vians. They turned up the earth with a kind of 
mattock of hard wood’. Nor was this labour 
deemed fo degrading as to be devolved wholly 

upon the women. Both fexes joined in per- 
forming this neceflary work. Even the children 

of the Sun fet an example of induftry, by cul- 
tivating a field near Cuzco with their own 
hands, and they dignified this funétion by 
denominating it their triumph over the earth*. 


Tue fuperior ingenuity of the Peruvians is Their 
obvious, likewife, in the conftruétion of their st 
houfes and public buildings. In the extenfive 
plains which ftretch along the Pacifie Ocean, 
where the fky is perpetually ferene, and the 
climate mild, their houfes were very properly 
of a fabric extremely flight. But in the higher 
regions, where rain falls, where the viciffitude 
of feafons is known, and their rigour felt, 
houfes were conftruéted with greater folidity. 
They were generally of a fquare form, the 
walls about eight feet high, built with bricks 
hardened in the fun, without any windows, and 
the door low and ftrait. Simple as thefe ftruc- 
tures were, and rude as the materials may feem 
to be of which they were formed, they were fo 
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8 0 OX durable, that many of them ftill fubfift in difs 
__‘U- ferent parts of Peru,longafter every monument 
that might have conveyed to us any idea of the 
domettic ftate of the other American nations 
has vanifhed from the face of the earth. But 
it was in the temples confecrated to the Sun, 
and in the buildings deftined for the refidence 
of their monarchs, that the Peruvians difplayed 
the utmoft extent of their art and contrivance. 
The defcriptions of them by fuch of the 
Spanifh writers as had an opportunity of 
contemplating them, while, in fome meafure, 
entire, might have appeared highly exag- 
gerated, if the ruins which ftill remain, did 
not vouch the truth of their relations. Thefe 
ruins of facred or royal buildings are found in 
every province of the empire, and by their 
frequency demonftrate that they are monu- 
ments of a powerful people, who muft have 
fubfifted, during a period of fome extent, 
in a ftate of no inconfiderable improvement. 
They appear to have been edifices various in 

- their dimenfions. Some of a moderate fize, 
many of immenfe extent, all remarkable for 
folidity,and refembling each other inthe ftyleof 
architeéture. The temple of Pachacamac, toge- 
ther with a palace of the Inca, and a fortrefs, 
were fo connected together as to form one great 
ftructure, above half aleague in circuit. In this 
prodigious pile, the fame fingular tafte in build- 
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ing is confpicuous, as in other works of the 
Peruvians. As they were unacquainted with 
the ufe of the pulley, and other mechanical 
powers, and could not elevate the large ftones 
and bricks which they employed in building to 
any confiderable height, the walls of this edi- 
fice, in which they feem to have made their 
greateft effort towards magnificence, did not 
rife above twelve feet from the ground, 
Though they had not difcovered the ufe of 
mortar or of any other cement fn building, the 
bricks or ftones were joined with fo much 
nicety, that the feams can hardlybe difcerned*, 
The apartments, as far as the diftribution of 
them can be traced in the ruins, were ill-dif. 
pofed, and afforded little accommodation, 
There was not a fingle window in any part of 
the building ; and as no light could enter but 
by the door, all the apartments of largeft di- 
menfion muft either have been perfeétly dark, 
or illuminated by fome other means. But with 
all thefe, and many other imperfections that 
might be mentioned in their art of building, 
the works of the Peruvians which ftill remain, 
muft be confidered as ftupendous efforts of a 
people unacquainted with the ufe of‘iron, and 
convey to us an high idea of the power pof; 
feffed by their ancient monarchs. 
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Tuest, however, were not the nobleft or 
mott ufeful works of the Incas. The two great 
roads from Cuzco to Quito, extending in an 
uninterrupted ftretch above fifteen hundred 
miles, are entitled to ftill higher praife. The 
one was conduéted through the interior and 
mountainous country, the other through the 
plains on the fea-coaft. From the language 
of admiration in which fome of the early 
writers exprefs their aftonifhment when they 
firft viewed thofe roads, and from the more 
pompous defcription of later writers, who la- 
bour to fupport fome favourite theory concern- 
ing America, one might be led to compare 
this work of the Incas to the famous military 
ways which remain as monuments of the Ro- 
man power ; but ina country where there was 
no tame animal except the Llama, which was 
never ufed for draught, and but little as a beaft 
of burden, where the high roads were feldom 
trod by any but a human foot, no great degree 
of labour or art was requifite in forming them. 
The Peruvian roads were only fifteen feet in 
breadth", and in many places fo flightly form- 
ed, that time has effaced every vettige of the 
courfe in'which they ran. In the low country 
little more feems to have been done, than to- 
plant trees or to fix pofts at certain intervals,{in 
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order to mark the proper route to travellers. 
To open a path through the mountainous 
country was a more arduous tafk. Eminences 
were levelled, and hollows filled up, and for 
the prefervation of the road it was fenced with 
a bank of turf. At proper diftances, ‘ambos, 
or ftorehoufes, were ereéted for the accommo- 
dation of the Inca and his attendants, in their 
progrefs through his dominions. From the 
manner in which the road was originally 
formed in this higher and more impervious re- 
_ gion, it has proved more durable; and though, 
from the inattention of the Spaniards to every 
obje&t but that of working their mines, no- 
thing has been done towards keeping it in re- 
pair, its courfe may ftill be traced“. Such was 
the celebrated road of the Incas; and even 
from this defcription, divefted of every cir- 
cumftance of manifeft exaggeration, or of fut- 
picious afpeét, it muft be confidered as a 
ftriking proof of an extraordinary progref$ in 
improvement and policy. To the favage tribes 
of America, the idea of facilitating communi- 
cation with places at a diftance had never oc- 
curred. To the Mexicans it was hardly known. 
Even in the moft civilized countries of Europe, 
men had advanced far in refinement, before 


¥ Xerez, p.189. 191. Zarate, lib.i. c.13, 14. Vega, 
lib. ix. c.13. Bourguer Voyage, p-105. Ulloa Entretene- 
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it became a regular object of national police 
to form fuch roads as render intercourfe com- 
modious. It was a capital objeét of Roman 
policy to open a communication with all the 
provinces of their extenfive empire, by means 
of thofe roads which are juftly confidered as 
one of the nobleft monuments both of their 
wifdom and their power. But during the long 
reign of barbarifm, the Roman roads were 
neglected or deftroyed; and at the time when 
the Spaniards entered Peru, no kingdom in 
Europe could boaft of any work of public 
utility that could be compared with the great 
roads formed by the Incas. 
- 

Tue formation of thofe roads introduced 
another improvement in Peru equally un- 
known over all the reft of America. In its 
courfe from fouth to north, the road of the 
Incas was interfeéted by all the torrents which 
roll from the Andes towards the Weftern 
Ocean. From the rapidity of their courfe, 
as well as from the frequency and violence of 
their inundation, thefe were not fordable, 
Some expedient, however, was to be found 
for pafling them. The Peruvians, from 
their unacquaintance with the ufe of arches, 
and their inability to work in wood, could 
not conftruét bridges either of ftone or tim- 
ber, But neceflity, the parent of invention, 

10 fuggefted 
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fuggefted a device which fupplied that defeét. 
They formed cables of great ftrength, by twift- 
ing together fome of the pliable withs or ofiers, 
with which their country abounds; fix of thefe 
cables they ftretched acrofs the ftream parallel 
to one another, and made them faft on each 
fide. Thefe they bound firmly together by 
inter-weaving fmaller ropes fo clofe, as to 
form a compaét piece of net-work, which 
being covered with branches of trees and earth, 
they paffed along it with tolerable fecurity *. 
Proper perfons were appointed to attend at 
each bridge, to keep it in repair, and to aflift 
paffengers’. In the level country, where the 
rivers became deep and broad and ftill, they 
are paffed in Balzas, or floats; in the con- 
ftruétion, as well as navigation of which, the 
ingenuity of the Peruvians appears to be far 
fuperior to that of any people in America, 
Thefe had advanced no farther in naval {kill 
than the ufe of the paddle, or oar; the Peru- 
vians ventured to raife a maft, and fpread a 
fail, by means of which their balzas not only 
went nimbly before the wind, but could veer 
and tack with great celerity *. 


% See NOTE XLV. 

¥ Sancho ap. Ram. iii. 376. B. Zarate, lib. i. c. 14. 
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Nor were the ingenuity and art of the Peru- 


es vians confined folely to objeéts of effential 


Mode of re- 
fining filver 
ore. 


utility. They had made fome progrefs in 
arts, which may be called elegant. They. 
pofiefied the precious metals in greater abun- 
dance than any people of America. They ob- 
tained gold in the fame manner with the Mexi- 
cans, by fearching in the channels of rivers, or 
wafhing the earth in which particles of it were 
contained. But in order to procure filver, they 
exerted no inconfiderable degree of {kill and 
invention. They had not, indeed, attained the 
art of finking a fhaft into the bowels of the 
earth, and penetrating to the riches concealed 
there; but they hollowed deep caverns on the 
banks of rivers and the fides of mountains, 
and emptied fuch veins as did not dip fud- 
denly beyond their reach. In other places, 
where the vein lay near the furface, they dug 
pits to fuch a depth, that the perfon who 
worked below could throw out the ore, or hand 
it up in bafkets*. They had difcovered the 
art of {melting and refining this, either by the 
fimple application of fire, or where the ore 
was more ftubborn, and impregnated with 
foreign fubftances, by placing it in fmall ovens 
or furnaces, on high grounds, fo artificially 
conftructed, that the draught of air performed 


* Ramufio, iii, 414. A. 
the 
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the function of a bellows, an engine with which B 0 0 K. 
they were totally unacquainted. By this fimple = s 
device, the purer ores were {melted with fa- 

cility, and the quantity of filver in Peru was 

fo confiderable, that many of the utenfils em- 

ployed in the funétions of common life were 

made ofit®. Several of thofe veffels and trin- 

kets are faid to have merited no {mall degree of 
eftimation, on account of the neatnefs of the 
workmanfhip, as well as the intrinfic value of 

the materials. But as the conquerors of 
America were well acquainted with the latter, 

but had {carcely any conception of the former, 

moft of the filver veffels and trinkets were 

melted down, and rated according to the 

weight and finenefs of the metal in the divifion 

of the fpoil. 


In other works of mere curiofity or orna- Works ot, 
ment, their ingenuity has been highly cele. “""" 
brated. Many fpecimens of thofe have been 
dug out of the Guacas, or mounds of earth, 
with which the Peruvians covered the bodies 
ofthe dead. Among thefe are mirrors of va- 
rious dimenfions, of hard fhining ftones highly 
polithed ; veffels of earthen ware of different 
forms; hatchets, and other inftruments, fome 


> Acofta, lib.iv. c.4, 5. Vega, p. 3. lib. vill, c¢. 25. 
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VII. 


were of flint, fome of copper, hardened to fuch , 
a degree by an unknown procefs, as to fupply 
the place of iron on feveral occafions. Had 
the ufe of thofe tools formed of copper been 
general, the progrefs of the Peruvians in the 
arts might have been fuch, as to emulate that 
of more cultivated nations. But either the 
metal was fo rare, or the operation by which it 
was hardened fo tedious, that their inftruments 
of copper were few, and fo extremely fmall, 
that they feem to have been employed only in 
flighter works. But even to fuch a circum. 
{cribed ufe of this imperfect metal, the Peruvians 
were indebted for their fuperiority to the other 
people of America in various arts®. The fame 
obfervation, however, may be applied to them, 
which I formerly made with refpeét to the arts 
of the Mexicans. From feveral fpecimens of 
Peruvian utenfils and ornaments, which. are 
depofited in the royal cabinet of Madrid; and 
from fome preferved in different colleétions in 
other parts of Europe, I have reafon to believe 
that the workmanfhip is more to be admired 
on account of the rude tools with which it 
was executed, than on account of its intrinfic 
neatnefs and elegance; and that the Peruvians, 


* Ulloa Voy. tom. i.381, &c. Id. Entreten. p. 369, &c. 
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though the moft improved of allthe Americans, 
were not advanced beyond the infancy of arts. 


Burt notwithftanding fo many particulars, 
which feem to indicate an high degree of im- 
provement in Peru, other circumitances occur 
that fuggeft the idea of a fociety fill in the 
firft {tages of its tranfition from barbarifm to 
civilization. In all the dominions of the In- 
cas, Cuzco was the only place that had the 
appearance, or was entitled to the name of a 
city. Every where elfe, the people lived 
moftly in detached habitations, difperfed over 
the country, or, at the utmott, fettled together 
in fmall villages*, But until men are brought 
to aflemble in numerous bodies, and incorpo- 
rated in fuch clofe union, as to enjoy frequent 
intercourfe, and to feel mutual dependence, 
they never imbibe perfeétly the fpirit, or af- 
fume the manners of focial life. In a country 
of immentfe extent, with only one city, the pro- 
grefs of manners, and the improvement either 
of the neceffary or more refined arts, muft have 
been fo flow, and carried on under fuch difad- 
vantages, that it is more furprifing the Peru- 
vians fhould have advanced fo far in refine- 
ment, than that they did not proceed farther, 


4 Zarate, lib.i, c.g. Herrera, dec.5. lib. vi, c.4.' 
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In confequence of this ftate of imperfeét 
union, the feparation of profeflions in Peru 
was not fo complete as among the Mexicans. 
The lefs clofely men affociate, the more fimple 
are their manners, and the fewer their wants. 
The crafts of common and moft neceflary ufe 
in life do not, in fuch a ftate, become fo com- 
plex or difficult, as to render it requifite that 
men fhould be trained to them by any parti- 
cular courfe of education. All the arts, ac- 
cordingly, which were of daily and indifpen- 
fable utility, were exercifed by every Peruvian 
indifcriminately. None but the artifts em- 
ployed in works of mere curiofity, or orna- 
ment, conftituted a feparate order of men, or 
were diftinguifhed from other citizens‘. 


From the want of cities in Peru, another 
confequence followed. ‘There was little com. 
mercial intercourfe among the inhabitants of 
that great empire. The aétivity of commerce 
is coéval with the founuation of' cities; and 
from the moment that the members of any 
community fettle in confiderable numbers in 
one place, its operations become vigorous. 
The citizen muft depend for fubfiftence on the 
labour of thofe who cultivate the ground. 

* Acofto, lib.viic.15. Vega, libkv. c.g, Herrera, 
dec. 5. libsive ¢ 4. 
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They, in return, muft receive fome equivalent. B 0 0 K 
y 


Thus mutual intercourfe is eftablifhed, and the 
productions of art are regularly exchanged for 
the fruits of agriculture. In the towns of the 
Mexican empire, ftated markets were held, 
and whatever could fupply any want or defire 
of man was an objeét of commerce. But in 
Peru, from the fingular mode of dividing pro- 
perty, and the manner in which the people 
were fettled, there was hardly any fpecies of 
commerce carried on between different pro- 
vinces‘, and the community was lefS ac- 
quainted with that active intercourfe, which is 
at once a bond of union, and an incentive to 
improvement. 


Bur the unwarlike fpirit of the Peruvians 
was the moft remarkable, as well as the moft 
fatal defeét in their charaéter*. The greater 
part of the rude nations of America oppofed 
their invaders with undaunted ferocity, though 
with little condué or fuccefs. The Mexicans 
maintained the ftruggle in defence of their 
liberties, with fuch perfevering fortitude, that 
it was with difficulty the Spaniards triumphed 
over them. Peru was fubdued at once, and 
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almoft without refiftance; and the moft favour- 
able opportunities of regaining their freedom, 
and of crufhing their oppreffors, were loft 
through the timidity of the people. Though 
the traditional hiftory of the Peruvians repre- 
fents all the Incas as warlike princes, frequently 
at the head of armies, which they led to victory 
and conqueft; few fymptoms of fuch a martial 
fpirit appear in any of their operations fubfe- 
quent to the invafion of the Spaniards. The in- 
fluence, perhaps, of thofe inftitutions which 
rendered their manners gentle, gave their 
minds this unmanly foftnefs; perhaps, the con- 
ftant ferenity and mildnefs of the climate may 
have enervated the vigour of their frame; per- 
haps fome principle in their government, un- 
known to us, was the occafion of this political 
debility. Whatever may have been the caufe, 
the fact is certain, and there isnotan inftancein 
hiftory of any people fo littleadvanced in refine- 
ment, fo totally deftitute of military enterprize. 
Thischaraéerhath defcended to their pofterity. 
The Indians of Peru are now more tame and 
depreffed than any people of America. Their 
feeble fpirits, relaxed in lifelefs inaétion, feem 
hardly capable of any bold or manly exertion. 


Bur, befides thofe capital defeéts in the poli- 
ticalftate of Peru, fomedetached circumftances 
and faétsoccurinthe Spanifh writers, which dif- 
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eover a confiderable remainder of barbarity in B 0 OK 
their manners. A cruel cuftom, that pre- 
vailed in fome of the moft favage tribes, fub- 
fifted among the Peruvians. On the death of 
the Incas, and of other eminent perfons, a con- 
fiderable number of their attendants was put 
to death, and interred around their Guacas, 
that they might appear in the next world with 
their former dignity, and be ferved with the 
fame refpeét. On the death of Huana-Capac, 
the moft powerful of their monarchs, above a 
thoufand victims were doomed to accompany 
him to the tomb". In one particular, their 
manners appear to have been more barbarous 
than thofe of moft rude tribes. Though 
acquainted with the ufe of fire in preparing 
maize, and other vegetables for food, they de- 
voured both flefh and fith perfeétly raw, and 
aftonifhed the Spaniards, with a practice re- 
pugnant to the ideas of all civilized people '.» 


VII. 
et 


Bur ihough Mexico and Peru are the pof- Other do~ 
feffions of Spain in the New World, which, Spain a 
on account both of their ancient and prefent 
ftate, have attraéted the greateft attention ; 
her other dominions there are far from being 


inconfiderable, either in extent or value. 
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étion during the firft part of the fixteenth 
century, by private adventurers, who fitted 
out their fmall armaments either in Hifpaniola 
or in Old Spain; and were we to follow each 
leader in his progrefs, we fhould difcover the 
fame daring courage, the fame perfevering 
ardour, the fame rapacious defire of wealth, 
and the fame capacity of enduring and fur- 
mounting every thing in order to attain it, 
which diftinguifhed the operations of the Spa- 
niards in their greater American conquefts- 
But, inftead of entering into a detail, which, 
from the fimilarity of the tranfaétions, would 
appear almoft a repetition of what has been 
already related, I fhall fatisfy myfelf with fuch 
a view of thofe provinces of the Spanifh empire 
in America, which have not hitherto been 
mentioned, as may convey to my readers an 
fidequate idea of its greatnefs, fertility, and 
opulence. 


I BEGIN with the countries contiguous to the 
two great monarchies, of whofe hiftory and 
inftitutions I have given fome account, and 
fhall then briefly defcribe the other diftricts 
of Spanifh America. The jurifdi@ion of the 
viceroy of New Spain extends over feveral 
provinces, which were not fubjeét to the do- 
minion of the Mexicans. ‘The countries of 

16 . Cinaloa 
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Cinaloa and Sonora, that ftretch along the eaft BO OK 
fide of the Vermilion fea, or gulf of California, , Bla 
as well as the immenfe kingdoms of New Na- 
varre and New Mexico, which bend towards 
the weft and north, did not acknowledge the 
fovereignty of Montezuma, or his predeceffors. 
Thefe regions, not inferior in magnitude to all 
the Mexican empire, are reduced fome to a 
greater, others to a lefs degree of fubjeétion to 
the Spanifh yoke. They extend through the 
moft delightful part of the temperate zone ; 
their foil is, in general, remarkably fertile, and 

all their produétions, whether animal or vege- 
table, are moft perfect in their kind. They 
have all a communication either with the Pa- 
cific Ocean, or with the Gulph of Mexico, and 
are watered by rivers which not only enrich 
them, but may become fubfervient to com- 
merce. ‘The number of Spaniards fettled in 
thofe vaft countries, is indeed extremely fmall. 
They may be faid to have fubdued rather than 

to have occupied them. But if the popula- 
tion in their ancient eftablifhments in Ame- 
rica fhall continue to increale, they may gra- 
dually {pread over thofe provinces, of which, 
however inviting, they have not hitherto been 
able to take full poffeffion. 


One circumftance may contribute to the Rich mine. 
fpeedy population of fome diftriéts. Very rich 
mines both of gold and filver have been dif- 
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covered in many of the regions which I have 
mentioned. Wherever thefe are opened, and 
worked with fuccefs, a multitude of people re- 
fort. Inorder to fupply them with the necef- 
faries of life, cultivation muft be increafed, 
artifans of various kinds mutt affemble, and in- 
duftry as well as wealth will be gradually dif- 
fufed. Many examples of this have occurred 
in different parts of America fince they fell 
under the dominion of the Spaniards. Popu- 
lous villages and large towns have fuddenly 
arifen amidft uninhabited wilds and moun- 
tains; and the working of mines, though far 
from being the moft proper objeét towards 
which the attention of an infant fociety fhould 
be turned, may become the means both of pro- 
moting ufeful aétivity, and of augmenting the 
number of people. A recent and fingular 
inftance of this has happened, which, as it is 
but little known in Europe, and may be 
produétive of great effeéts, merits attention. 
The Spaniards fettled in the provinces of 
Cinaloa and Sonora, had been long difturbed 
by the depredations of fome fierce tribes of 
Indians. In the year 1765, the incurfions 
of thofe favages became fo frequent, and 
fo deftruétive, that the Spanifh inhabitants, 
in defpair, applied to the Marquis de Croix, 
Viceroy of Mexico, for fuch a body of troops 
as might enable them to drive thofe for- 
midable invaders from their places of retreat 

in 


HISTORY OF AMERICA. 361 


inthe mountains. Butthe treafury of Mexico BOO K 
was fo much exhaufted bythe large fumsdrawn , = , 
from it, in order to firpport the late war 
againft Great Britain, that the viceroy could 
afford them no aid. The refpeét due to his 
virtues accomplifhed what his official power 
could not effeét. He prevailed with the mer- 
chants of New Spain to advance about two 
hundred thoufand pefos for defraying the ex- 
pence of the expedition. The war was con- 
duéted by an officer of abilities; and after being 
protracted for three years, chiefly by the dif- 
ficulty of purfuing the fugitives over moun- 
tains and through defiles which were almoft 
impaffable, it terminated, in the year 1771, in 
the final fubmiffion of the tribes, which had 
been fo long the object of terror to the two pro- 
vinces. In the courfe of this fervice, the Spa- 
niards marched through countries into which 
they feem not to have penetrated before that 
time, and difcovered mines of fuch value, as 
was aftonifhing even to men acquainted with 
the riches contained in the mountains of the 
New World. At Cineguilla, in the province of 
Sonora, they entereda plain of fourteen leagues 
in extent, in which, at the depth of only fixteen 
inches, they found gold in grains of fuch a fize, . 
that fome of them weighed nine marks, and in 
fuch quantities, that in a fhort time, with a few 
labourers, they colleéted a thoufand marks of 
gold 
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gold in grains, even without taking time to 
wath the earth that had been dug, which ap- 
peared to be fo rich, that perfons of {kill com- 
puted that it might yield what would be equal 
in value to a million of pefos. Before the end 
of the year 1771, above two thoufand perfons 
were fettled in Cineguilla, under the govern- 
ment of proper magiftrates, and the infpeétion 
of feveral ecclefiaftics. As feveral other 
mines, not inferior in richnefs to that of Cine- 
guilla, have been difcovered, both in Sonora 
and Cinaloa‘, it is probable that thefe neg- 
leéted and thinly-inhabited provinces, may 
foon become as populous and valuable as any 
part of the Spanifh empire in America. 


Tne peninfula of California, on the other 
fide of the Vermilion fea, feems to have been 


- lefs known to the ancient Mexicans than 


the provinces which I have mentioned. It 
was difcovered by Cortes in the year 1536’. 
During a long period it continued to be fo 
little frequented, that even its form was un- 
known, and in moft charts it was reprefented 
as an ifland, not as a peninfula™. Though 
the climate of this country, if we may judge 
from its fituation, muft be very defirable; the 
Spaniards have made fimall progrefs in peo- 


© See NOTE: XLVi. ' Book v. vol. iii. p. reo. 
™ See NOTE XLVII. 
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pling it. ‘Towards the clofe of the laft cen- BOOK 
tury, the Jefuits, who had great merit in ex- , e 
ploring this negleéted province, and in civi- 

lizing its rude inhabitants, imperceptibly 
acquired a dominion over it as complete as 

that which they poffeifed in their miffions in 
Paraguay, and they laboured to introduce 

into it the fame policy, and to govern the 
natives by the fame maxims. In order to 
prevent the court of Spain from conceiving 

any jealoufy of their defigns and operations, " 
they feem ftudioufly to have depreciated the 
country, by reprefenting the climate as fo 
difagreeable and unwholefome, and the foil 

as fo barren, that nothing but a zealous defire 

of converting the natives, could have induced 

them to fettle there". Several public-{pirited 
citizens endeavoured to undeceive their fove- 

reigns, and to give them a better view of Ca- 
lifornia; but in vain. At length, on the ex- and probs 
pulfion of the Jefuits from the Spanifh domi- impoving, 
nions, the court of Madrid, as prone at that 
juncture to fufpeé the purity of the Order’s 
intenfions, as formerly to confide in them with 
implicit truft, appointed Don Jofeph Galvez, 

whofe abilities have fince raifed him to the 

high rank of minifter for the Indies, to vifit 

that peninfula. His account of the country 


® Venegas, Hilt. of California, i. 26. 
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its coafts to be valuable, and he difcovered 
mines of gold of a very promifing appear- 
ance’. From its vicinity to Cinaloa and So- 
nora, it is probable, that if the population of 
thefe provinces fhall increafe in the manner 
which I have fuppofed, California may, by 
degrees, receive from them fuch a recruit of 
inhabitants, as to be no longer reckoned 
among the defolate and ufelefs diftriéts of 
the Spanifh empire. 


On the eaft of Mexico, Yucatan and Hon- 
duras are comprehended in the government of 
NewSpain, though anciently they canhardlybe 
faidtohaveformedapart of the Mexicanempire. 
Thefe large provinces, ftretching from the bay 
of Campeachy beyond Cape Gracias a Dios, do 
not, like the other territories of Spain in the 
New World, derive their value either from the 
fertility of their foil, or the richnefs of their 
mines: but they produce in greater abundance, 
than any part of America, the logwood-tree, 
which, indying fome colours, is fofar preferable 
to any other material, thatthe confumption of it 
in Europe is confiderable, and it has become 
an article in commerce of great value. During 
along period, no European nation intruded 
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upon the Spaniards in thofe provinces, or at- BOO K 


tempted to obtain any fhare in this branch of 
trade. But after the conqueft of Jamaica by 
the Englith, it foon appeared that a formidable 
rival was now feated in the neighbourhood of 
the Spanifh territories. One of the firft 
objects which tempted the Englith fettled in 
that ifland, was the great profit arifing from 
the logwood trade, and the facility of wrefting 
fome portion of it from the Spaniards. Some 
adventurers from Jamaica made the firft at- 
tempt at Cape Catoche, the fouth-eaft pro- 
montory of Yucatan, and by cutting logwood 
there, carried on a gainful traffic. When 
moft of the trees near the coaft in that place 
were felled, they removed to the ifland of 
Trift, inthe Bay of Campeachy, and in later 
times, their principal ftation has been in the 
Bay of Honduras. The Spaniards, alarmed at 
this encroachment, endeavoured by nego- 
ciation, remonftrances, and open force, to 
prevent the Englifh from obtaining any foot- 
ing on that part of the American continent. 
But after ftruggling againft it for more than a 
century, the difafters of laft war extorted 
from the court of Madrid a reluétant confent 
to tolerate this fettlement of foreigners in the 
heart of its territories”. The pain which this 
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8B OOK humbling conceflion occafioned, feems to have 
scl prompted the Spaniards to devife a method of 


end revival. 


Cofta Rica 
and Vera- 
gua. 


rendering it of little confequence, more effec- 
tual than all the efforts of negociation or vio- 
lence. The logwood produced on the weft 
coaft of Yucatan, where the foil is drier, is in 
quality far fuperior to that which grows on the 
marfhy grounds where the Englith are fettled. 
By encouraging the cutting of this, and per- 
mitting the importation of it into Spain with- 
out paying any duty*, fuch vigour has been 
given to this branch of commerce, and the 
logwood which the Englifh bring to market 
has funk fo much in value, that their trade to 
the Bay of Honduras has gradually declined * 
fince it obtained a legal fanétion; and, it is 
probable, will foon be finally abandoned. In 
that event, Yutacan and Honduras will be- 
come poffeffions of confiderable importance 
to Spain. 


Stixu farther eaft than Honduras lie the 
two provinces of Cofta Rica and Veragua, 
which likewife belong to the vice-royalty of 
New Spain; but both have been fo much 
negleéted by the Spaniards, and are appa- 
rently of fuch fmall value, that they merit no 
particular attention. 


9 Real Cedula, Campomanes, iii. 145. 
* See NOTE XLVIII. 
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Tue moft important province depending on BOOK 
the vice-royalty of Peru, is Chili. ‘The Incas , eal 
had eftablifhed their dominion in fome of its chil. 
northern diftriéts ; but in the greater part of 
the country, its gallant and high-fpirited in- 
habitants maintained their independence. The 
Spaniards, allured by the fame of its opulence, 
early attempted the conqueft of it under Diego 
Almagro; and after his death, Pedro de Val- 
divia relumed the defign. Both met with 
fierce oppofition. The former relinquifhed 
the enterprize in the manner which I have 
mentioned *. ‘The latter, after having given 
many difplays, both of courage and military 
{kill, was cut off, together with a confiderable 
body of troops under his command. Francifco 
de Villagra, Valdivia’s lieutenant, by his {pi- 
rited conduét, checked the natives in their 
career, and faved the remainder of the Spa- 
niards from deftruétion. By degrees, all the 
champaign country along the coaft was {ub- 
jected to the Spanifh dominion. The moun- 
tainous country is {till poffefled by the Puel- 
ches, Araucos, and other tribes of its original 
inhabitants, formidable neighbours to the 
Spaniards ; with whom, during the courfe of 
two centuries, they have been obliged to 


* Book vi. vol.iii. p.170, &c. 


maintain 


368 HISTORY OF AMERICA. 


BOOK maintain almoft perpetual hottility, fufpended 
‘ Vil. only by a few intervals of infecure peace. 


Excellence Tar part of Chili then, which may pro- 
mueand  perly be deemed a Spanifh province, is a nar- 
row diftriét, extended along the coaft from the 
defert of Atacamas to the ifland of Chiloe, 
above nine hundred miles. Its climate is the 
moft deliciousin the New World, and is hardly 
equalled by that of any region on the face of 
the earth. Though bordering on the Torrid 
Zone, it never feels the extremity of heat, 
being fcreened on the eaft by the Andes, and 
refrefhed from the weft by cooling fea-breezes. 
The temperature of the air is fo mild and 
equable, that the Spaniards give it the pre- 
ference to that of the fouthern provinces in 
their native country. The fertility of the foil 
correfponds with the benignity of the climate, 
and is wonderfully accommodated to European 
produétions. The moft valuable of thefe, 
corn, wine, and oil, abound in Chili, as if they 
had been native to the country. All the 
fruits imported from Europe attain to full ma- 
turity there. The animals of our hemifphere 
notonly multiply, but improve in this delightful 
region. The horned cattle are of larger fize 
than thofe of Spain. Its breed of horfes fur- 
pafies, both in beauty and fpirit, the famous 
Andalufian 
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Andalufian race, from which they fprung. BO ok 
Nor has nature exhaufted her bounty on the _ Y"- 
furface of the earth; fhe has ftored its bowels 

with riches. Valuable mines of gold, of filver, 

of copper, and of lead, have been difcovered 

in various parts of it. 


A country diftinguifhed by fo many blet- a 
fings, we may be apt to conclude, would early = = A by 
become a favourite ftation of the Spaniards, | sods 
and muft have been cultivated with peculiar 
predilection and care. Inftead of this, a great 
part of it remains unoccupied. In all this 
extent of country, there are not above eighty 
thoufand white inhabitants, and about three 
times that number of negroes and people of a 
mixed race. The moft fertile foil in America 
lies uncultivated, and fome of its moft pro- 
mifing mines remain unwrought. Strange as 
this negleét of the Spaniards to avail them- 
felves of advantages, which feemed to court 
their acceptance, may appear, the caufes of 
it can be traced. The only intercourfe of 
Spain with its colonies in the South Sea, was 
carried on during two centuries by the annual 
fleet to Porto-bello. All the produce of thefe 
colonies was fhipped in the ports of Callao, or 
Aricain Peru, for Panama, and carried from 
thence acrofs the ifthmus. All the commodi- 
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ties which they received from the mother- 
country, were conveyed from Panama to the 
fame harbours. Thus both the exports and 
imports of Chili paffed through the hands of 
merchants fettled in Peru. Thefe had of courfe 
a profit on each; and in both tranfaétions the 
Chilefe felt their own fubordination; and 
having no direét intercourfe with the parent 
ftate, they depended upon another province 
for the difpofal of their produétions, as well 
as for the fupply of their wants. Under fuch 
difcouragements, population could not in- 
creafe, and induftry was deftitute of one chief 
incitement. But now that Spain, from mo- 
tives which I fhall mention hereafter, has 
adopted a new fyftem, and carries on her com- 
merce with the colonies in the South Sea, by 
fhips which go round Cape Horn, a direé& 
intercourfe is opened between Chili ard the 
mother-country. The gold, the filver, and 
the other commodities of the province will be 
exchanged in its own harbours for the manu- 
faétures of Europe. Chili may fpeedily rife 
into that importance among the Spanifh fet- 
tlements to which it is entitled by its natural 
advantages. It may become the granary of 
Peru, and the other provinces along the Pa- 
cific Ocean. It may fupply them with wine, 
with, cattle, with horfes, with hemp, and many 

other 
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other articles for which they now depend upon B 0 o K 


Europe. Though the new fyftem has been 
eftablifhed only a few years, thofe effeéts of it 
begin already to be obferved’. If it fhall be 
adhered to with any fteadinefs for half a cen- 
tury, one may venture to foretel, that popu- 
lation, induftry, and opulence will advance 
in this province with rapid progrefs. 


To the eaft of the Andes, the provinces of 
Tucuman and Rio de la Plata border on Chili, 
and like it were dependent on the vice-royalty 
of Peru. Thefe regions of immenfe extent 
ftretch in length from north to fouth above 
thirteen hundred miles, and in breadth more 
than a thoufand. This country, which is 
larger than moft European kingdoms, natu- 
rally forms itfelf into two great divifions, one 
on the north, and the other on the fouth of 
Rio de la Plata. The former comprehends 
Paraguay, the famous miffions of the Jefuits, 
and feveral other diftri¢ts. But as difputes 
have long fubfifted between the courts of 
Spain and Portugal, concerning its bounda- 
ries, which, it is probable, will be-foon finally 
afcertained, either amicably, or by the deci- 
fion of the fword, I chufe to referve my ac- 


* Campomanes, li. 157. 
BB 2 count 


Vu. 


- 


Provinces of 
T 


ucuman 
and Rio de 
fa Plata. 


Northern 
and fouthe 
ern divifion, 


3572 HISTORY OF AMERICA. 


BOOK count of this northern divifion, until I enter 

iss ae upon the hiftory of Portuguefe America, with 
which it is intimately conneéted; and, in re- 
lating it, I fhall be able, from authentic ma- 
terials, fupplied both by Spain and Portugal, to 
give a full and accurate defcription of the ope- 
rations and views of the Jefuits, in rearing that 
fingular fabric of policy in America, which has 
drawn fo much attention, and has been fo im- 
perfectly underftood. The latter divifion of 
the province contains the governments of Tu- 
cuman and Buenos-Ayres, and to thefe I fhall 
at prefent confine my obfervations. 


View of the Tue Spaniards entered this part of Ame- 
rica by the river De la Plata; and though a 
fucceflion of cruel difafters befel them in 
their early attempts to efltablifh their domi- 
nion in it, they were encouraged to perfift 
in the defign, at firft by the hopes of dif- 
covering mines in the interior country, and 
afterwards by the neceflity of occupying it, 
in order to prevent any other nation from 
fettling there, and penetrating by this route 
into their rich poffeflions in Peru. But 
except at Buenos-Ayres, they have made no 
fettlement of any confequence in all the vaft 
{pace which I have mentioned. There are in- 
deed, fcattered over it, a few places on which 

they 
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they have beftowed the name of towns, and 
to which they. have endeavoured to add fome 
dignity, by ereéting them into bifhoprics ; but 
they are’no better than paltry villages, each 
with two or three hundred inhabitants. One 
circumftance, however, which was not origin- 
ally forefeen, has contributed to render this 
diftriét, though thinly peopled, of confiderable 
importance. The province of Tucuman, to- 
gether with the country to the fouth of the 
Plata, inftead of being covered with wood 
like other parts of America, forms. one ex- 
tenfive open plain, almoft without a tree. 
The foil isa deep fertile mould, watered by 
many ftreams defcending from the Andes, 
and clothed in perpetual verdure, In this 
rich pafturage, the horfes and cattle imported 
by the Spaniards from Europe have multiplied 
to a degree which almoft exceeds belief. This 
has enabled the inhabitants not only to open 
a lucrative trade with Peru, by fupplying it 
with cattle, horfes, and mules, but to carry 
on a commerce no lefs beneficial, by the ex- 
portation of hides to Europe. [rom both, 
the colony has derived great advantages. But 
its commodious fituation for carrying on con- 
traband trade, has been the chief fource of its 
profperity. While the court of Madrid ad- 
hered to its ancient fyftem, with refpect to its 
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communication with America, the river De la 
Plata lay fo much out of the courfe of Spanifh 
navigation, that interlopers, almoft without 
any rifk of being either obferved or obftruéted, 
could pour in European manufaétures in 
fuch quantities, that they not only fupplied 
the wants of the colony, but were conveyed 
into all the eaftern diftriéts of Peru. When 
the Portuguefe in Brafil extended their fettle- 
ments to the banks of Rio de la Plata, a new 
channel was opened, by which prohibited com- 
modities flowed into the Spanifh territories, 
with ftill more facility, and in greater abun- 
dance. This illegal traffic, however detri- 
mental to the parent ftate, contributed to the 
increafe of the fettlement, which had the im- 
mediate benefit of it, and Buenos-Ayres be- 
came gradually a populous and opulent town. 
What may be the effeét of the alteration lately 
made in the government of this colony, the 
nature of which fhall be defcribed in the fub- 
fequent Book, cannot hitherto be known, 


Axx the other territories of Spain in the 
New World, the iflands excepted, of whofe 
difcovery and reduétion I have formerly given 
an account, are comprehended under twogreat 
divifions ; the former denominated the king- 
dom of Tierra Firmé, the provinces of which 
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ftretch along the Atlantic, from the eaftern BooK 
frontier of New Spain to the mouth of the , ™™ 
Orinoco ; the latter, the New Kingdom of 
Granada, fituated in the interior country. 

With a thort view of thefe I fhall clofe this 

part of my work, 


To the eaft of Veragua, the laft province 
fubjeé& to the viceroy of Mexico, lies the 
ifthmus of Darien. Though it was in this Darien. 
part of the continent that the Spaniards firft 
began to plant colonies, they have made no 
confiderable progrefs in peopling it. As the 
country is extremely mountainous, deluged 
with rain during a good part of the year, re- 
markably unhealthful, and contains no mines 
of great value, the Spaniards would probably 
have abandoned it altogether, if they had not 
been allured to continue by the excellence of 
the harbour of Porto-bello on the one fea, and 
that of Panama on the other. Thefe have 
been called the keys to the communication 
between the north and fouth fea, between 
Spain and her moft valuable colonies. In 
confequence of this advantage, Panama has 
become a confiderable and thriving town. 
The peculiar noxioufnefs of its climate has 
prevented Porto-bello from increafing in the 
fame proportion. As the intercourfe with the 
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BOOK fettlements in the Pacific Ocean is now 
_, carried on by another channel, it is probable 
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that both Porto-bello and Panama will de- 
cline, when no longer nourifhed and en- 
riched by that commerce to which they were 
indebted for their profperity, and even their 
exiftence. 


Tue provinces of Carthagena and Santa 
Martha ftretch to the eaftward of the ifthmus — 
of Darien. The country ftill continues moun- 
tainous, but its vallies begin to expand, are 
well watered, and extremely fertile. Pedro 
de Heredia fubjected this part of America to 
the crown of Spain, about the year 1532. It 
is thinly peopled, and of courfe ill cultivated. 
It produces, however, a variety of valuable 
drugs, and fome precious ftones, particularly 
emeralds. But its chief importance is de- 
rived from the harbour of Carthagena, the 
fafeft and bett fortified of any in the American 
dominions of Spain. In a fituation fo fa- 
vourable, commerce foon began to flourith. 
As early as the year 1544, it feems to have 
been a town of fome note. But when Car- 
thagena was chofen as the port in which the 
galeons fhould firft begin to trade on their 
arrival from Europe, and to which they were 
directed to return, in order to prepare for 


their 
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their voyage homeward, the commerce of its 
inbabitants was fo’ much favoured by this 
arrangement, that it foon became one of the 
moft populous, opulent, and beautiful cities 
in America. ‘There is, however, reafon to 
apprehend, that it has reached its higheft 
point of exaltation, and that it will be fo far 
affected by the change in the Spanifth fyftem 
of trade with America, which has withdrawn 
from it the defirable vifits of the galeons, as 
to feel at leaft a temporary decline. But the 
wealth now colleéted there, will foon find or 
create employment for itfelf, and may be 
turned with advantage into fome new chan- 
nel. Its harbour is fo fafe, and fo conve- 
niently fituated for receiving commodities 
from Europe, its merchants have been fo long 
accuftomed to convey thefe into all the adja- 
cent provinces, that it is probable they will 
ftill retain this branch of trade, and Car- 
thagena continue to be a city of great im- 
portance. 


Tue province contiguous to Santa Martha 
on the eaft, was firft vifited by Alonfo de 
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Ojeda, in the year 1499"; and the Spaniards, ~ 


on their landing there, having obferved fome 
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order to raife them above the ftagnated water 
which covered the plain, were led to beftow 
upon it the name of Venezuela, or Little 
Venice, by their ufual propenfity to find a 
refemblance between what they difcovered in 
America, and the objeéts which were familiar 
to them in Europe. They made fome at- 
tempts to fettle there, but with little fuccefs. 
The final reduétion of the province was ac- 
complifhed by means very different from 
thofe to which Spain was indebted for its 
other acquifitions in the New World. The 
ambition of Charles V. often engaged him in 
operations of fuch variety and extent, that 
his revenues were not fufficient to defray the 
expence of carrying them into execution. 
Among other expedients for fupplying the 
deficiency of his funds, he had borrowed 
large fums from the Velfers of Augfburgh, 
the moft opulent merchants at that time in 
Europe. By way of retribution for thefe, or 
in hopes, perhaps, of obtaining a new loan, | 
he beftowed upon them the province of Ve- 
nezuela, to be held as an hereditary fief from 
the crown of Caftile, on condition that within 
a limited time they fhould render themfelves 
matters of the country, and eftablifh a colony 


there. Under the direétion of fuch perfons, 
it 
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it might have been expected, that a fettle-e BOOK 
ment would have been eftablifhed on maxims _ “™_, 
very different from thofe of the Spaniards, 
and better calculated to encourage fuch ufe- 
ful induftry, as mercantile proprietors might 
have known to be the moft certain fource of 
profperity and opulence. But unfortunately 
they committed the execution of their plan 
to fome of thofe foldiers of fortune with which 
Germany abounded in the fixteenth century. 
Thefe adventurers, impatient to amafs riches, 
that they might fpeedily abandon a ftation 
which they foon difcovered to be very un- 
comfortable, inftead of planting a colony in 
order to cultivate and improve the country, 
wandered from diftriét to diftriét in fearch of 
mines, plundering the natives with unfeeling 
rapacity, or opprefling them by the impofi- 
tion of intolerable tafks. In the courfe of a 
few years, their avarice and exactions, in com- 
parifon with which thofe of the Spaniards were 
- moderate, defolated the province fo com- 
pletely, that it could hardly afford them fub- 
fiftence, and the Velfers relinquifhed a pro- 
perty from which the inconfiderate conduét 
_ of their agents left them no hope of ever de- 
riving any advantage“. When the wretched 
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remainder of the Germans deferted Venezuela, 
the Spaniards again took pofieflion of it; but 
notwithftanding many natural advantages, it 
is one of their moft languifhing and unpro- 
duétive fettlements. 


Tne provinces of Caraccas and Cumana 
are the laft of the Spanifli territories on this 
coaft; but in relating the origin and operations 
of the mercantile company, in which an ex- 
clufive right of trade with them has been 
vefted, I fhall hereafter have occafion to con- 
fider their ftate and produétions. 


Tur New Kingdom of Granada is entirely 
an inland country of great extent. This im- 
portant addition was made to the dominions 
of Spain about the year 1536, by Sebaftian de — 
Benalcazar and Gonzalo Ximenes de Quefada, 
two of the braveft and moft accomplifhed 
officers employed in the conqueft of America. 
The former, who commanded at that time in 
Quito, attacked it from the fouth; the latter 
made his invafion from Santa Martha on the 
north. Astheoriginalinhabitantsof thisregion 
were farther advanced in improvement, than 
any people in America but the Mexicans and 
Peruvians*, they defended themfelves with 


* Bookiv. vol, ii p.r4r, &e. 
great 


HISTORY OF AMERICA. 381 


great refolution and good conduét. The abi- BOOK 
lities and perfeverance of Benalcazar and Que- , ¥"- 
fada furmounted all oppofition, though. not 
without encountering many dangers, and re- 

duced the country into the form of a Spanith 
province. 


Tur New Kingdom of Granada is fo far ele- 
vated above the level of the fea, that though 
it approaches almoft to the equator, the cli- 
mate is remarkably temperate. ‘The fertility 
of its vallies is not inferior to that of the richeft 
diftriéts in America, and its higher grounds 
yield gold and precious ftones of various kinds. 
It is not by digging into the bowels of the 
earth that this gold is found; it is mingled 
with the foil near the furface, and feparated 
from it by repeated wafhing with water. This 
operation is carried on wholly by negro flaves; 
for though the chill fubterranean air has been 
difcovered, by experience, to be fo fatal to 
them, that they cannot be employed with ad- 
vantage in the deep filver mines, they are more 
capable of performing the other fpecies of 
labour than Indians. As the natives in the 
New Kingdom of Granada are exempt from 
that fervice, which has wafted their race fo 
rapidly in other parts of America, the country 
is ftill remarkably populous. Some diftriéts 
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BO OK yield gold with a profufion no lefs wonderful 


vil. 


than that in the vale of Cineguilla, which I 
have formerly mentioned, and it is often found 
in large pepitas, or grains, which manifeft the 
abundance in which it is produced. On a 
rifing ground near Pamplona, fingle labourers 
have colleéted in a day what was equal in value 
to a thoufand pefos’. A late governor of 
Santa Fé brought with him to Spain a lump of 
pure gold, eftimated to be worth feven hun- 
dred and forty pounds fterling. This, which 
is, perhaps, the largeft and fineft fpecimen 
ever found in the New World, is now depo- 
fited in the royal cabinet of Madrid. But 
without founding any calculation on what is 
rare and extraordinary, the value of the gold 
ufually colleéted in this country, particularlyin 
the provinces of Popayan and Choco is of con- 
fidérable amount. Its towns are populous and 
flourifhing. ‘The number of inhabitants in 
almoft every part of the country daily in- 
creafes. Cultivation and induftry of various 
kinds begin to be encouraged, and to profper. 
A confiderable trade is carried on with Car- 
thagena, the produce of the mines, and other 
commodities, being conveyed down the great 
river of St. Magdalen to that city. On another 
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quarter, the New Kingdom of Granada has BOOK 
a communication with the Atlantic by the eacial 
river Orinoco; but the country which ftretches 

along its banks towards the eaft, is little 
known; and imperfeétly occupied by the 
Spaniards. 
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NOTE I. p. 4. 


A SOLIS contends, that as Narvaez had no inter- 
preters, he could hold no intercourfe with the peo- 

ple of the provinces, nor converfe with them in any way 
but by figns, and that it was equally impoflible for 
him to carry on any communication with Montezuma. 
Lib. iv. c. 7. But it is upon the authority of Cortes 
himfelf, that I relate all the particulars of Narvaez’s 
correfpondence both with Montezuma and with his 
, fubjeéts in the maritime provinces. Relat. Ramuf. 
iii. 244, A.C. Cortes affirms, that there was a mode 
of intercourfe between Narvaez and the Mexicans, 
but does not explain how it was carried on. Bernal 
Diaz fupplies this defeét, and informs us, that the three 
deferters who joined Narvaez acted as interpreters, 
having acquired a competent knowledge of the lan- 
“guage, c. 110. With his ufual minutenefs, he meng 
tions their names and characters, and relates, in chap- 
ter 122, how they were punifhed for their perfidy. 
The Spaniards had now refided above a year among 
the Mexicans; and it is not furprifing, that feveral 
POL. Iii. «c among 
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among them fhould have made fome proficiency in 
{peaking their language. This feems to have been 
the cafe. Herrera, dec. 2. lib. x. c.1. Both B. Diaz, 
who was prefent, and Herrera, the moft accurate and 
beft informed of all the Spanifh writers, agree with 
Cortes in his account of the fecret correfpondence car- 
ried on with Montezuma. Dec. 2. lib. x. c. 18, I9. 
De Solis feems to confider it as a difcredit to Cortes, 
his hero, that Montezuma fhould have been ready to 
engage in a correfpondence with Narvaez. He fup- 
pofes that monarch to have contracted fuch a wonderful 
affection for the Spaniards, that he was not folicitous 
to be delivered from them, After the indignity with 
which he had been treated, fuch an affeétion is incre- 
dible ; and even De Solis is obliged to acknowledge, 
that it muft be looked upon as one of-the miracles 
which God had wrought to facilitate the conqueft, 
lib. iv.c.7. Thetruth is, Montezuma, however much 
overawed by his dread of the Spaniards, was extremely 
impatient to recover his liberty. 


NOTE Il. p. 23. 


TueEse words I have borrowed from the anonymous 
Account of the European Settlements in America, 
publifhed by Dodfley, in two volumes Svo. 3 a work of 
fo much merit, that I fhould think there is hardly 
any writer in the age who ought to be afhamed of ac- 


®knowledging himfelf to be the author of it. 
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NOTE ll. p. 30. 


- THe contemporary hiftorians differ confiderably 
with refpect to the lofs of the Spaniards on this occa- 
fion. Cortes, in his fecond difpatch to the Emperor, 
makes the number only 150. Relat. ap. Ramut. iii, 
p- 249, A. But it was manifeftly his intereft, at that 
juncture, to conceal from the court of Spain the full 
extent of the lofs which he had fuftained. De Solis, 
always ftudious to diminith every misfortune that befel 
his countrymen, rates their lofs at about two hundred 
men, Lib. iv. c. 19. 3B. Diaz affirms, that they loft 
870 men, and that only 440 efcaped from Mexico, 
c, 128. p. rof. B. Palafox, Bifhop of Los Angeles, 
who feems to have inquired into the early tranfactions 
of his countrymen in New Spain, with great attention, 
confirms the account of B. Diaz, with refpect to the 
extent of their Jofs. Virtudes del Indio, p. 22. 
Gomara flates their lofs at 450 men, Cron. c. 109. 
Some months afterwards, when Cortes had received 
feyeral reinforcements, he muftered his troops, and 
found them to be only g90. Relat. ap. Ramuf. iii. 
p- 255, E. Now, as Narvaez brought 880 men into 
New Spain, and about goo of Cories’s ioldiers were 
then alive, it is evident that his lofs, in the retreat from 
Mexico, muft have been much more confiderable than 
what he mentions. B. Diaz, folicitous to magnify 
the dangers and fufferings to which he and his fellow- 
conquerors were expofed, may have exaggerated their 
lofs; but, in my opinion, it cannot well be eftimated at 
lefs than 600 men. 


ct a NOTE 


337 


338 


NOTES AND ILLUSTRATIONS. 


NOTE IV. p. 56. 


Some remains of this great work are ftill vifible, and 
the fpot where the brigantines were built and launched, 
is ftill pointed out to ftrangers. Torquemada viewed 
them. Monarq. Indiana, vol. i. p. 531. 


NOTE V. p. 65. 


Tue {tation of Alvarado on the caufeway of Tacuba 
was the neareft to the city. Cortes obferves, that there 
they could diftin€tly obferve what paffed when 
their countrymen were facrificed. Relat. ap. Ramuf. 
iii. p. 273, E. B. Diaz, who belonged to Alvarado’s 
divifion, relates what he beheld with his own eyes. 
C. 152. p.148, b. 149, a. Like a man whofe cou- 
rage was fo clear as to be above fufpicion, he defcribes 
with his ufual fimplicity the imprefion which this 
fpeCtacle made upon him. * Before, fays he, I faw 
the breafts of my companions opened, their hearts, 
yet fluttering, offered to an accurfed idol, and their 
flefh devoured by their exulting enemies; I was 
accuftomed to enter a battle not only without fear, 
but with high fpirit. But from that time I never 
advanced to fight the Mexicans without a fecret hor- 
ror and anxiety; my heart trembled at the thoughts of 
the death. which I had feen them fuffer.” He takes 
care to add, that as foon as the combat began, his 
terror went off; and indeed, his adventurous bravery 


on every occafion is full evidence of this. B. Diaz, 
C. 156. p.1§75 a 
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NOTE VI. p. 73. 


One circumftance in this fiege merits particular 
notice. The account which the Spanifh writers give 
of the numerous armies employed in the attack or 
defence of Mexico feems to be incredible. According 
to Cortes himfelf, he had at one time 150,000 auxili- 
ary Indians in his fervice. Relat. Ramuf. iii. 275, E. 
Gomara afferts, that they were above 200,000. Cron. 
c.136. Herrera, an authoriof higher authority, fays, 
they were about 200,000. Dec. 3. lib. i. c. 19. None 
of the contemporary writers afcertain explicitly the 
number of perfons in Mexico during the fiege. But 
Cortes on feveral occafions mentions the number of 
Mexicans who were flain, or who perifhed for want 
of food ; and, if we may rely on thofe circumftances, 
it is probable that above two hundred thoufand muft 
have been fhut up in the town. But the quantity of 
provifions neceffary for the fubfiftence of fuch vaft 
multitudes affembled in one place, during three 
months, is fo great, that it requires fo much forefight 
and arrangement to collect thefe, and lay them up in 
magazines, fo as to be certain of a regular fupply, 
that one can hardly believe that this could be accom- 
plifhed in a country where agriculture was fo imper- 
fe&t as in the Mexican empire, where there were no 
tame animals, and by a people naturally fo impro- 
vident, and fo incapable of executing a complicated 
plan, as the moft improved Americans. The Spa- 
niards, with all their care and attention, fared very 
poorly, and were often reduced to extreme diftrefs for 
want of provifions. B. Diaz, p. 142. Cortes Relat. 
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271, D. Cortes on one octafion mentions flightly the 
fubfiftence of his army; and after acknowledging 
that they were often in great want, adds, that they 
received fupplies from the people of the country, of 
fith, and of fome fruit, which he calls the cherries of 
the country. Ibid. B, Diaz fays, that they had cakes 
of maize, and ferafas de Ja tierra; and when the 
feafon of thefe was over, another fruit, which he calls 
Tunas ; but their moft comfortable fubfiftence was a 
root which the Indians ufe as food, to which he gives 
the name of Quilites, p.142. The Indian auxiliaries 
had one means of fubfiftence more than the Spaniards, 
They fed upon the bodies of the Mexicans whom they 
killed in battle. Cort. Relat.176, C. B. Diaz con- 
firms his relation, and adds, that when the Indians 
returned from Mexico to their own country, they 
carried with them large quantities of the flefh of the 
Mexicans falted or dried, as a moft acceptable prefent 
to their friends, that they might have the pleafure 
of feeding upon the bodies of their enemies in their 
feftivals, p.157. De Solis, who feems to confider it 
as an imputation of difcredit to his countrynien, that 
they fhould a& in concert with auxiliaries who fed 
upon human flefh, is folicitous to prove that. the 
Spaniards endeavoured to prevent their affociates from 
eating the bodies of the Mexicans, lib. y. c.24. But 
he has no authority for this from the original hiftorians. 
Neither Cortes himfelf, nor B. Diaz, feem to have had 
any fuch fcruple ; and, on many occafions, mention 
the Indian repafts, which were become familiar to 
them, without any mark of abhorrence, Even with 
this additional ftock of food for the Indians, it was 
hardly poflible to procure fubfiftence for armies 

amounting 
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amounting to fuch numbers as we find in the Spanifh 
writers. Perhaps the beft folution of the difficulty is, 
to adopt the opinion of B. Diaz del Caftillo, the moft 


artlefs of all the Hifforiadores primitives. “ When’ 


Gomara (fays he) on fome occafions relates, that there 
were fo many thoufand Indians our auxiliaries, and on 
others, that there were fo many thoufand houfes in this 
or that town, no regard is to be paid to his enumera- 
tion, as he has no authority for it, the numbers not 
being in reality the fifth of what he relates. If we 
add together the different numbers which he mentions, 
that country would contain more millions than there 
are in Caftile.” C.129. But though fome confiderable 
’ deduétion fhould certainly be made from the Spanifh 
accounts of the Mexican forces, they muft have been 
very numerous ; for nothing but an immenfe fuperiority 
in number could have enabled them to withftand a body 
of nine hundred Spaniards, conducted by a leader of 
fuch abilities as Cortes. 


NOTE VII. p. 92. 


In relating the oppreflive and cruel proceedings of 
the conquerors of New Spain, I have not followed 
B. de jas Cafas as my guide. His account of them, 
Relat. de la Deftruyc. p.18, &c. it is manifeftly ex- 
aggerated. It is from the teftimony of Cortes himfelf, 
and of Gomara, who wrote under his eye, that I 
have taken my account of the punifhment of the 
Panucans, and they relate it without any difappro- 
bation. B. Diaz, contrary to his ufual cuftom, 


mentions it only in general terms, c. 162. Herrera, . 


folicitous to extenuate this barbarous action of his 
cca country- 
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countrymen, though he mentions 63 caziques, and 
400 men of note, as being condemned to the flames, 
ailerts, that thirty only were burnt, and the reft par- 
doned. Dec. 3. lib. v. c.7. But this is contrary to 
the teftimony of the original hiftorians, particularly 
of Gomara, whom it appears he had confulted, as he 
adopts feveral of his expreflions in this paflage. The 
punifhment of Guatimozin is related by the moft 
authentic of the Spanifh writers. Torquemada has 
extraéied from a hiftory of Tezeuco, compofed in the 
Mexican tongue, an account of this tranfaction, more 
favourable to Guatimozin than that of the Spanifh 
authors. Mon. Indiana, i. 575. According to the 
Mexican account, Cortes had fcarcely a fhadow of 
evidence to juftify fuch a wanton act of cruelty, 
B. Diaz affirms, that Guatimozin and his fellow- 
fufferers afferted their innocence with their laft breath, 
and that many of the Spanith foldiers condemned this 
aétion of Cortes as equally unneceflary and unjuft, 
p- 200, b. 201, a. 


NOTE VIII. p.95. 


Tue motive for undertaking this expedition was, to 
punifh Chriftoval de Olid, one of his officers who 
had revolted againft him, and aimed at eftablifhing 
an independent jurifdiction. Cortes regarded this in- 
furrection as of fuch dangerous example, and dreaded 
fe much the abilities and popularity of its author, that 
in perfon he led the body of troops deftined to fupprefs » 
it. He marched, according to Gomara, three thoufand 
miles, through a country abounding with thick foretts, 
rugged mountains, deep rivers, thinly inhabited, and 
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cultivated only in a few places. What he fuffered 
from famine, from the hoftility of the natives, from 
the climate, and from hardfhips of every fpecies, has 
nothing in hiftory parallel to it, but what occurs in 
the adventures of the other difcoverers and conquerors 
of the New World. Cortes was employed in this 
dreadful fervice above two years; and though it was 
not diftinguifhed by any fplendid event, he exhibited, 
during the courfe of it, greater perfonal courage, more 
fortitude of mind, more perfeverance and patience, 
than in any other period or fcene in his life. Herrera, 
dec. 3. lib. vi. vii. viii. ix. | Gomara Cron. c. 163. — 
177. B. Diaz, 174.— 190. Cortes, MS. penes me. 
Were one to write a life of Cortes, the account of 
this expedition fhould occupy a {plendid place in it. 
In a general hiftory of America, as the expedition was 
productive of no great event, the mention of it is 
fufficient. 


NOTE IX. p. 97. 


AccorpinG to Herrera, the treafure which Cortes 
brought with him, confifted of fifteen hundred marks 
of wrought plate, two hundred thoufand pefos of fine 
gold, and ten thoufand of inferior ftandard, 'many 
rich jewels, one in particular worth forty thoufand 
pefos, and feveral trinkets and ornaments of value. 
Dec. 4. lib. iii. c. 8. lib. iv. c.1. He afterwards 
engaged to give a portion with his daughter of a hun- 
dred thoufand pefos. Gomara Cron. c. 237. The 
fortune which he left his fons was very confiderable. 
But as we have before related, the fum divided among 
the conquerors, on the firft reduétion of Mexico, was 

very 
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very fmall. There appears then to be fome reafon for 
fufpeéting that the accufations of Cortes’s enemies 
were not altogether deftitute of foundation. They 
charged him with having applied to his own ufe a 
difproportionate fhare of the Mexican fpoils; with 
having concealed the royal treafures of Montezuma 
and Gautimozin; with defrauding the King of his 
fifth; and robbing his followers of what was due to 
them. Herrera, dec. 3. lib. viii. c. 15. dec. 4. lib. iii. 
c. 8. Some of the conquerors themfelves entertained 
fufpicions of the fame kind with refpect to this part 
of his condué&t. B. Diaz, c. 157. 


NOTE X. p. 104. 


In tracing the progrefs of the Spanifh arms in New. 
Spain, we have followed Cortes himfelf as our moft 
certain guide. His difpatches to the Emperor contain 
a minute account of his operations. But the unlet- 
tered conqueror of Peru was incapable of relating his 
own exploits. Our information with refpeét to them, 
and other tranfactions in Peru, is derived, however, 
froin contemporary and refpeétable authors. 


Tue moft early account of Pizarro’s tranfaétions 
m Peru was publifhed by Francifco de Xerez, his 
fecretary. It is a fimple unadorned narrative, carried 
down no farther than the death of Atahualpa, in 
1533 for the author returned to Spain in 1534, and, 
foon after he landed, printed at Seville his fhort 
Hiftory of the Conqueft of Peru, addreffed to the 
Emperor. 
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Don Pepro Sancuo, an officer who furvived under 
Pizarro, drew up an account of his expedition, which 
was tranflated into Italian by Ramufio, and inferted 
in his valuable colleétion, but has never been publifhed 
in its original language. Sancho returned to Spain 
at the fame time with Xerez. Great credit is due 
to what both thefe authors relate concerning the pro- 
grefs and operations of Pizarro; but the refidence of 
the Spaniards in Peru had been fo fhort, at the time 
when they left it, and their intercourfe with the natives 
fo flender, that their knowledge of the Peruvian signe 
ners and cuftoms is very imperfect. 


‘Tue next contemporary hiftorian is Pedro Cieza de 
Leon, who publifhed his Cronica del Peru, at Seville, 
in 1553- If he had finifhed all that he propofes in the 
general divifion of his work, it would have been the 
moft complete hiftory which had been publithed of any 
region in the New World. He was well qualified to 
execute it, having ferved during feventeen years in 
America, and having vifited in perfon moft of the 
provinces concerning which, he had occafion to write, 
But only the ‘firft part of his chronicle has been 
printed, It contains a defcription of Peru, and feve- 
ral of the adjacent provinces, with an account of the 
inftitutions and cuftoms of the natives, and is written 
with fo little art, and fuch an apparent regard for truth, 
that one muft regret the lofs of the other parts of his 
work. 

Tuts lofs is amply fupplied by Don Auguftine 
Zaraté, who publifhed, in 1555, his Hiftoria del 
Defcubrimiento y Conquefta de Ja Provincia del Peru. 

Zaraté 
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Zaraté was a man of rank and education, and employed 
in Peru as comptroller-general of the public revenue. 
His hiftory, whether we attend to its matter or com. 
pofition, is a book of confiderable merit; as he had 
an opportunity to be well informed, and feems to have 
been inquifitive with refpect to the manners and tranf- 
a€tions of the Peruvians, great credit is due to his 
teftimony. 


Don Dizeco Fernannez publifhed his Hiftoria del 
Peru in 1571. His fole objeét is to relate the diffen- 
tions and civil wars of the Spaniards in that empire. 
As he ferved in a public {tation in Peru, and was well 
acquainted both with the country, and with the prin- 
cipal actors in thofe fingular fcenes which he defcribes, 
as he pofleffed found underftanding and great impar- 
tiality, his work may be ranked among thofe of the 
hiftorians moft diftinguifhed for their induftry in re- 
fearch, or their capacity in judging with refpeét to the 
events which they relate. 


Tue laft author who can be reckoned among the 
contemporary hiftorians of the conqueft of Peru, is 
Garcilaffo de la Vega, Inca. For though the firft 
part of his work, intitled Commentarios Reales del 
Origin de los Incas Reies del Peru, was not publifhed 
fooner than the year 1609, feventy-fix years after 
the death of Atahualpa the laft Emperor, yet as he 
was born in Peru, and was the fon of an officer 
of diftinction among the Spanifh conquerors, by 
a Coya, or lady of the royal race, on account of 
which he always took the name of Inca; as he was 
mafter of the language {poken by the Incas, and 
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acquainted with the traditions of his countrymen, his 

authority is rated very high, and often placed above 

that of all the other hiftorians. His work, however, 

is little more than a commentary upon the Spanith 

writers of the Peruvian ftory, and compofed of quo- 

tations taken from the authors whom I have mentioned. 

This is the idea which he himfelf gives of it, lib. i. 

¢.10. Nor is it in the account of faéts only that he 

follows them fervilely. Even in explaining the infti- 

tutions and rites of his anceftors, his information 

feems not to be more perfect than theirs. His expla- 

nation of the Quipos is almoft the fame with that of 

Acofta. He produces no {pecimen of Peruvian poetry, , 
but that wretched one which he borrows from Blas 
Valera, an early miffionary, whofe memoirs have 

never been publifhed. Lib. ii. c. 15. As for compo- 

fition, arrangement, or a capacity of diftinguifhing 

between what is fabulous, what is probable, and what 
is true, one fearches for them in vain in the comment- 
aries of the Inca. His work, however, notwithftand- 
ing its great defects, is not altogether deftitute of ufe. 

Some traditions which he received from his country- 
men are preferved in it. His knowledge of the Peru- 
vian language has enabled him to correct fome errors 
of the Spanifh writers, and he has inferted in it fome 
curious facts taken from authors whofe works were 

never publifhed, and are now loft. 


NOTE XI. p.11o. 


One may form an idea both of the hardthips which 
they endured, and of the unhealthful climate in the 
regions which they vifited, from the extraordinary 
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mortality that prevailed among them. Pizarro carried 
out 112 men, Almagro 7o, In lefs than nine months 
130 of thefe died. Few fell by the fword; moit of 
them were cut off by difeafes. Xerez, p. 180. 


NOTE XII. p. 114. 


Tus ifland, fays Herrera, is rendered fo uncomfort- 
able by the unwholefomenefs of its climate, its impe- 
netrable woods, its rugged mountains, and the multi- 
tude of infe&is and reptiles, that it is feldom any 
fofter epithet than that of infernal ig employed in 
defcribing it. The fun is almoft never feen there, and 
throughout the year it hardly ever ceafes to rain. 
Dec. 3. lib. x. c.3. Dampier touched at this ifland 
in the year 1685 ; and his account of the climate is not 
more fayourable. Vol. i. p.172. He, during his 
cruife on the coaft, vifited moft of the places where 
Pizarro landed, and his defcription of them throws 
light on the narrations of the early Spanith hiftorians. 


NOTE XIll. p. 135. 


By this time horfes had multiplied greatly in the 
Spanifh fettlements on the continent. When Cortes 
began his expedition in the year 1518, though his 
armament was more confiderable than that of Pizarro, 
and compofed of perfons fuperior in rank to thofe who 
invaded Peru, he could procure no more than fixteen 
horfes. . } 


NOTE 
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NOTE XIV. p..136. 


In the year 1740, D. Ant. Ulloa, and D. George 
Juan, travelled from Guayquil to Motupe, by the 
fame route which Pizarro took. From the defcription 
of their journey, one may form an idea of the diffi- 
culty of his march. The fandy plains between St. 
Michael de Pieura and Motupe extend go miles, 
without water, without a tree, a plant, or any green 
thing, on a dreary ftretch of burning fand. Voyage, 
tom, i. p. 399, &c. 


NOTE XV. p. 143. 


Tuis extravagant and unfeafonable difcourfe of 
Valverde has been cenfured by all hiftorians, and with 
juftice. But though he feems to have been an illiterate 
and bigoted monk, nowife refembling the good Ol- 
medo, who accompanied Cortes ; the abfurdity of his 
addrefs to Atahualpa muft not be charged wholly upon 
him. His harangue is evidently a tranflation or para- 
phrafe of that form, concerted by a junto of Spanith 
divines and lawyers in the year 1509, for explaining 
the right of their King to the fovereignty-of the New 
World, and for direéting the officers employed in 
America how'they fhould take poffeflion of any new 
country. See Vol.i. Note xxiii. The fentiments 
contained in Valyerde’s harangue muft not then be 
imputed to the bigoted imbecility of a particular 
man, but to that of the age. But Gomara and 
Benzoni relate one circumftance concerning Valverde, 
which, if authentic, renders him an objeét, not of 
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contempt only, but of horror. They affert, that dur- 
ing the whole action, Valverde continued to excite the 
foldiers to flaughter, calling to them to ftrike the 
enemy, not with the edge, but with the points of 
their fwords. Gom. Chron. c. 113. Benz. Hiftor. 
Nov. Orbis, lib. iii. c. 3. Such behaviour was very 
different from that of the Roman Catholic clergy in 
other parts of America, where they uniformly exerted 
their influence to proteét the Indians, and to moderate 
the ferocity of their countrymen. 


NOTE XVI. p. 144. 


Two different fyftems have been formed concerning 
the conduét of Atahualpa. The Spanifh writers, in 
order to juftify the violence of their countrymen, 
contend, that all the Inca’s profeffions of “friendthip 
were feigned; and that his intention in agreeing to 
an interview with Pizarro at Caxamalca, was to cut 
off him and his followers at one blow ; that for this 
purpofe he advanced with fuch a numerous body of 
attendants, who had arms concealed under their gar- 
ments to execute this fcheme. This is the account 
given by Xerez and Zaraté, and adopted by Herrera. 
But if it had been the plan of the Inca to deftroy the 
Spaniards, one can hardly imagine that he would have 
permitted them to march unmolefted through the 
defert of Motupe, or have neglected to defend the 
paffes in the mountains, where they might have been 
attacked with fo much advantage. If the Peruvians 
marched to Caxamalca with an intention to fall upon 
the Spaniards, it is inconceivable, that of fo great a 
body of men, prepared for aétion, not one fhould 
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attempt to make refiftance, but all tamely fuffer them- 
felves to be butchered by an enemy whom they were 
armed to attack. Atahualpa’s mode of advancing to 
the interview has the afpect of a peaceable proceffion, 
not of a military enterprife. He himfelf and his 
followers were, in their habits of ceremony, preceded, 
as on days of folemnity, by unarmed harbingers. 
Though rude nations are frequently cunning and falfe, 
yet, if a fcheme of deception and treachery muft be 
imputed either to a monarch, that had no great reafon 
to be alarmed at a vifit from ftrangers who folicited 
admiffion into his prefence as friends, or to an adven- 
turer fo daring, and fo little ferupulous as Pizarro, one 
cannot hefitate in determining where to fix the pre- 
fumption of guilt. Even amidit the endeavours of the 
Spanifh writers to palliate the proceedings of Pizarro, 
ene plainly perceives that it was his intention, as well 
as his intereft, to feize the Inca, and that he had taken 
meafures for that purpofe previous to any fufpicion of 
that monarch’s defigns. 


GarciLasso DE LA VEGA, extremely folicitous to 
vindicate his countrymen, the Peruvians, from the 
crime of having concerted the deftruction of Pizarro 
and his followers, and no lefs afraid to charge the 
Spaniards with improper conduét towards the Inca, 
has framed another fyftem. He relates, that a man of 
majeftic form, with a long beard, and garments reach- 
ing to the ground, having appeared in a vifion to 
Viracocha, the eighth Inca, and declared that he was 
a child of the Sun, that monarch built a temple in 
honour of this perfon, and erected an image of him, 
refembling as nearly as poffible the fingular form in 
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which he had exhibited himfelf to his’ view. In this 
temple divine honours were paid to him, by the name 
of Viracocha. P. i. lib. iv. c. 21. lib. v.c. 22. When 
the Spaniards firft appeared in Peru, the length of 
their beards, and the drefs they wore ftruck every 
perfon fo much with their likenefs to the image of 
Viracocha, that they fuppofed them to be children of 
the Sun, who had defcended from heaven to earth, 
All concluded, that the fatal period of the Peruvian 
empire was now approaching, and that the throne 
would be occupied by new pofleflors. Atahualpa 
himfelf, confidering the Spaniards as meffengers from 
heaven, was fo far from entertaining any thoughts of 
refitting them, that he determined to yield implicit 
obedience to their commands. From thefe fentinients 
flowed his profeffions of love and refpe&. To thofe 
were owing the cordial reception of Soto and Ferdi- 
nand Pizarro in his camp, and the fubmiflive reve- 
rence with which he himfelf advanced to vifit the 
Spanifh general in his quarters; but from the grofs 
ignorance of Philipillo, the interpreter, the declaration 
of the Spaniards, and his anfwer to it, were fo ill 
explained, that by their mutual inability to compre- 
hend each other’s intentions, the fatal rencounter at 
Caxamalea, with all its dreadful confequences, was 
occafioned, : 


Ir is remarkable, that no traces of this fuperftitious 
veneration of the Peruvians for the Spaniards, are to 
be found either in Xerez, or Sancho, or Zarate, pre- 
vious to the interview at Caxamalca; and yet the two 
former ferved under Pizarro at that time, and the 
latter vifited Peru foon after the conqueft. If either 
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the Inca himfelf, or his meffengers, had addreffed the 
Spaniards in the words which Garcilaffo puts in their 
mouths, they muft have been ftruck With fuch fub- 
miflive declarations ; and they would certainly have 
availed themfelvyes of them to accomplifh their own 
defigns with greater facility. Garcilaffo himfelf, 
though his narrative of the intercourfe between the 
Inca and Spaniards, preceding the rencounter at Caxa- 
malca, is founded on the fuppofition of his believing 
them to be Viracochas, or divine beings, p. ii. lib. i. 
c.17, &c., yet with his ufual inattention and inaccu- 
racy, he admits, in another place, that the Peruvians 
did not recollect the refemblance between them and 
the god Viracocha, until -the fatal difafters fubfequent 
‘to the defeat at Caxamalca, and then only began to 
call them Viracochas, P.i. lib.v.c.21- This is 
confirmed by Herrera, dec. 5. lib. ii. c. 12. In many 
different parts of America, if we may belicve the 
Spanifh writers, their countrymen were confidered as 
divine beings who had defcended from heaven. But 
in this inftance,,as in many which occur in the inter- 
courfe between nations whofe progrefs in refinement 
is very unequal, the ideas of thofe who ufed the 
expreffion were different from the ideas of thofe who 
heard it. For fuch is the idiom of the Indian lan- 
guages, or fuch is the fimplicity of thofe who fpeak 
them, that when they fee any thing with which they 
were formerly unacquainted, and of which they do not 
know the origin, they fay, that it came down from 

heaven. Nugnez. Ram. iii. 327, C. 
Tur‘account which I have given of the fentiments 
and proceedings of the Peruvians, appears to be more 
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natural and confiftent than either of the two prece- 
ding, and is better fupported by the facts related by 
the contemporary hiftorians. 


AccorvinG to Xerez, p. 200, two thoufand Peru- 
vians were killed. Sancho makes the number of the 
flain fix or feven thoufand. Ram. iii.274, D. By 
Garcilaffo’s account, five thoufand were mafiacred. 
P. ij. lib. i. c. 25. The number which I have men- 
tioned, being the medium between the extremes, may 
probably be neareft the truth. 


NOTE XVII. p.146. 


Norsinc can be a more ftriking proof of this, than 
that three Spaniards travelled from Caxamalca to 
Cuzco. The diftance between them is fix hundred 
miles. In every place throughout this great extent of 
country, they were treated with all the honours which 
the Peruvians paid to their fovereigns, and even to 
their divinities. Under pretext of amaffing what was 
wanting for the ranfom of the Inca, they demanded 
the plates of gold with which the walls of the Temple 
of the Sun in Cuzco were adorned; and though the 
priefts were unwilling to alienate thofe facred orna- 
ments, and the people refufed to violate the fhrine of 
their God, the three Spaniards, with their own hands, 
robbed the Temple of part of this valuable treafure; 
and fuch was the reverence of the natives for their 
perfons that though they beheld this aé&t of facrilege 
with aftonifhment, they did not attempt to prevent or 
difturb the commiffion of it. Zarate, lib. ii. c. 6. 
Sancho ap. Ramuf. iii. 375, D, 
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NOTE XVIII. p.161. 


AccorpDING to Herrera, the fpoil of Cuzco, after 
fetting apart the King’s fifth, was divided among 480 
perfons. Each received 4000 pefos. This amounts to 
1,920,000 pefos. Dec.v. lib. vi. c.3. But as the 
general, and other officers, were entitled to a fhare far 
greater than that of the private men, the fum total muft 
have rifen much beyond what I have mentioned. Go- 
mara, c.123. and Zarate, lib. ii. c. 8. fatisfy themfelves 
with afferting in general, that the plunder of Cuzco 
was of greater yalue than the ranfom of Atahualpa. 


NOTE XIX. p. 164. 


No expedition in the New World was conduéted 
with more perfevering courage than that of Alvarado, 
and in none were greater hardfhips endured. Many 
of the perfons éngaged in it were, like their leader, 
veterans who had ferved under Cortes, inured to all 
the rigour of American war, Such of my readers as 
have not an opportunity of perufing the ftriking 
defcription of their fufferings by Zarate or Herrera, 
may form fome idea of the nature of their march 
from the fea-coaft to Quito, by confulting the account 
which D. Ant, Ulloa gives of his own journey in 
1736, nearly in the fame route. Voy. tom.i. p.178, 
&e., or that of M. Bouguer, who proceeded from 
Puerto Viejo, to Quito, by the fame road which Alva- 
rado took. He compares his own journey with that 
of the Spanifh leader, and by the comparifon gives a 
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moft ftriking idea of the boldnefs and patience of 
Alvarado, in forcing his way through fo many obftacles. 
Voyage du Perou, p. 28, &c. 


NOTE XX. p.16s. 


AccorpinG to Herrera, there was entered on account 
of the King in gold 155,300 pefos, and 5400 marks 
(each 8 ounces) of filver, befides feveral veffels and 
ornaments, fome of gold, and others of filver; on 
account of private perfons, in gold 499,000 pefos, and 
54,000 marks of filver. Dec. 5. lib. vi. c. 13. 


NOTE XXI. p. 175. 


Tue Peruvians not only imitated the military arts of 
the Spaniards, but had recourfe to devices of their 
own. As the cavalry were the chief objects of their 
terror, they endeavoured to render them incapable of 
acting by means of a long thong with a ftone faftened 
td each end. This, when thrown by a fkilful hand, 
twifted about the horfe and its rider, and entangled 
them fo as to obftruét their motions. Herrera men- 
tions this as an invention of their own. Dee. 5. 
lib. viii. c.g. But as I have obferved, vol. ii. p- 179, 
this weapon is common among feveral barbarous tribes 
towards the extremity of South America; and it is 
more probable that the Peruvians had obferved the 
dexterity with which they ufed it in hunting, and 
on this occafion adopted it themfelves. The Spaniards 
were confiderably anteyed by it, Herrera, ibid. An- 
other inftance of the ingenuity of the Peruvians 
deferves mention. By turning a river out of its 
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channel, they overflowed a valley, in which a body of 

the enemy was potted, fo fuddenly, that it was with 

the utmoft difficulty the Spaniards made their efcape. 
_ Herrera, dec. §. lib. viii. c. 5. 


NOTE XXII. p.198. 


Herrera’s account of Orellana’s voyage is the moft 
minute, and apparently the moft accurate. It was 
probably taken from the journal of Orellana himfelf. 
But the dates are not diftinétly marked. His naviga- 
tion down the Coca, or Napo, begun early in February 
15413 and he arrived at the mouth of the river on 
the 26th of Auguft, having {pent near feven months 
in the voyage. M. de la Gondamine, in the year 
1743, failed from Cuenca to Para, a fettlement of 
the Portuguefe at the mouth of the river, a navigation 
much longer than that of Orellana, in lefs than four 
months. Voyage, p-179. But the two adventurers 
were very differently provided for the voyage. ‘This 
hazardous undertaking, to which ambition prompted 
Orellana, and to which the love of {cience led M. de la 
Condamine, was undertaken in the year 1769, by 
Madame Godin des Odonais, from conjugal affection. 
The narrative of the hardfhips which the fuffered, of the 
dangers to which fhe was expofed, and ef the difafters 
which befel her, is one of the moft fingular and 
affecting ftories in any language, exhibiting in her 
condu& a ftriking picture of the fortitude which 
diftinguifhes the one fex, mingled with the fenfibility 
and tendernefs peculiar to the other. Lettre de 
M. Godin & M. de la Condamine. 
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NOTE XXIII. p. 203. 


Herrera gives a ftriking picture of their indigence. 
Twelve gentlemen who had been officers of diftinétion 
under Almagro, lodged in the fame houfe, and having 
but one cloak among them, it was worn alternately 
by him who had occafion to appear in public, while 
the reft, from the want of a decent drefs, were 
obliged to keep within doors. Their former friends 
and companions were fo much afraid of giving offence 
to Pizarro, that they durft not entertain or even 
converfe with them. One may conceive what was 
the condition, and what the indignation of men once 
accuftomed to power and opulence, when they felt 
themfelves poor and defpifed, without a roof under 
which to fhelter their heads, while they beheld others, 
whofe merit and fervices were not equal to theirs, 
living in fplendour in fumptuous edifices. Dec. 6. 
lib. viii. c. 6. 


NOTE XXIV. p. 218. 


Herrera, whofe accuracy entitles him to great 
credit, aflerts, that Gonzalo Pizarro poffefled domains 
in the neighbourhood of Chuquefaca de la Plata, which 
yielded him an annual reyenue greater than that of the 


Archbifhop of Toledo, the beft endowed fee in Europe. 
Dec. 7. lib. vi. c. 3. 
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NOTE XXV. p. 253: 


Att the Spanith writers defcribe his march, and 
the diftrefles of both parties, very minutely. Zarate 
obferves, that hardly any parallel to it occurs in hiftory, 
either with refpeét to the length of the retreat, or 
the ardour of the purfuit. Pizarro, according to his 
computation, followed the viceroy upwards of three 
thoufand miles. Lib. v, c. 16, 26. 


NOTE XXVI. p. 253. 


Irv amounted, according to Fernandez, the beft in- 
formed hiftorian ‘of that period, to one million four 


hundred thoufand pefos. Lib. ii. c. 79. 


* NOTE XXVII. p. 255. 


CarvajaL, from the beginning, had been an advo, 
cate for an accommodation with Gafca. Finding Pi- 
zarro incapable of holding that bold courfe which he 
originally fuggefted, he recommended to him a timely 
fubmifhion to his fovereign as the fafeft meafure. When 
the prefident’s offerswere firft communicated taCarvajal, 
«© By our Lady (fays he, in that ftrain of buffoonery 
which was familiar to him) the prieft iffues gracious 
bulls. He gives them both good and cheap; let us 
not only accept them, but wear them as reliques about 
our necks.” Fernandez, lib. ii. c.63. 
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NOTE XXVIII. p. 262. 


Durinc the rebellion of Gonzalo Pizarro, feven 
Riundred men were killed in battle, and three hundred 
and eighty were hanged or beheaded. FHlerrera, dec. 8. 
lib. iv. c.4. Above three hundred of thefe were cut 
off by Carvajal. Fernandez, lib. ii. c. gt- Zarate 
makes the number of thofe put to a violent death five 
hundred. Lib. vii. c. i. 


NOTE XXIX. p.271. 


Ix my inquiries concerning the manners and policy 
of the Mexicans, I have received much information 
from a large manufcript of Don Alonfo de Corita, 
one of the judges in the Court of Audience of Mexico. 
In the year 1553, Philip IL, in order to difcover the 
mode of levying tribute from his Indian fubjects, 
that would be moft beneficial to the crown, and 
leaft oppreflive to them, addreffed a mandate to all 
the Courts of Audience in America, enjoining them 
to anfwer certain queries which he propofed to them, 
concerning the ancient form of government eftablifhed 
among the various nations of Indians, and the mode 
in which they had been accuftomed to pay taxes 
to their Kings or chiefs. In obedience to this mandate 
Corita, who had refided nineteen years in America, 
fourteen of which he pafled in New Spain, compofed 
the work of which I have a copy. He acquaints 
his foyereign, that he had made it an object, during 
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his refidence in America, and in all its provinces , 
which he had vifited, to inquire diligently into the 
manners and cuftoms of the natives; that he had 
converfed for this purpofe with many aged and 
intelligent Indians, and confulted feveral of the 
Spanith ecclefiaftics, who underftood the Indian lan- 
guages moft perfectly, particularly fome of thofe 
who landed in New Spain foon after the conquett. 
Corita appears to be a man of fome learning, and to 
have carried on his inquiries with the diligence and 
accuracy to which he pretends. Greater credit is due 
to his teftimony from one circumftance. His work 
was not compofed with a view to publication, or in 
fupport of any particular theory, but contains fimple 
though full anfwers to queries propofed to him offi- 
cially. Though Herrera does not mention him 
among the authors whom he had followed as guides 
in his hiftory, I fhould fuppofe, from feveral facts 
of which he takes notice, as well as from feveral ex- 
preflions which he ufes, that this memorial of Corita 
was not unknown to him. 


NOTE XXX. p. 285. 


Tue early Spanith writers were fo hafty and inac- 
curate in eftimating the numbers of people in the 
provinces and towns of America, that it is impoflible 
to afcertain that of Mexico itfelf with any degree of 
precifion. Cortes defcribes the extent and populouf- 
nefs of Mexico in general terms, which imply that 
it was not inferior to the greateft cities in Europe. 
Gomara is more explicit, and affirms, that there were 
60,000 houfes or families in Mexico. Cron. c. 78. 
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Herrera adopts his opinion, Dec. ii. lib. vii. c. 13.5 and 
the generality of writers follow them implicitly without 
inquiry or fcruple. According to this account, the 
inhabitants of Mexico muft have been about 300,000. 
Torquemada, with his ufual propenfity to the marvel- 
lous, afferts, that there were a hundred and twenty 
thoufand houfes or families in Mexico, and confe- 
quently about fix hundred thoufand inhabitants. 
Lib. iii. c. 23. But in a very judicious account of 
the Mexican empire, by one of Cortes’s officers, the 
population is fixed at 60,000 people. Ramutfio, iii, 
309, A. Even by this account, which probably is 
much nearer the truth than any of the foregoing, 
Mexico was a great city. 


NOTE XXXI. p. 290. 


Ir is to P. Torribio de Benavente, that I am in- 
debted for this curious obfervation. Palafox, Bifhop 
of Ciudad de la Puebla Los Angeles, confirms and 
illuftrates it more fully. The Mexican (fays he) is 
the only language in which a termination indicating 
refpect, filavas reverentiales y de cortefia, may be afixed 
to every word. By adding the final fyllable zin or 
azin to any word, it becomes a proper expreflion of 
veneration in the mouth of an inferior. If, in fpeak- 
ing to an equal, the word Father is to be ufed, it is 
Tat/, but an inferior fays Tatzin. One prieft {peaking 
to another, calls him Tespixgue; a perfon of inferior 
rank calls him Teepixcatzin. ‘The name of the Empe~ 
ror who reigned when Cortes invaded Mexico, was 
Montezuma, but his vaflals, from reverence, pro- 
nounced it Montezumazin. Torribio, MS. Palaf. Viv- 
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tudes del Indio, p. 65. The Mexicans had not only 
reverential nouns, but reverential verbs. The manner 
in which thefe are formed from the verbs in common 
ufe, is explained by D. Jof. Aug. Aldama y Guevara 
in his Mexican Grammar, N° 188. 


NOTE XXXII. p. 296. 


From comparing feveral paffages in Corita and 
Herrera, we may collect, with fome degree of accu- 
racy, the various modes in which the Mexicans con- 
tributed towards the fupport of government. Some 
perfons of the firft order feem to have been exempted 
from the payment of any tribute, and as their only 
duty to the public, were bound to perfonal fervice in 
war, and to follow the banner of their fovereign with 
their vaffals. 2. The immediate vaffals of the crown 
were bound not only to perfonal military fervice, but 
paid a certain proportion of the produce of their lands 
in kind. 3. Thofe who held offices of honour or 
truft, paid a certain fhare of what they received in 
confequence of holding thefe. 4. Each Capulle, or 
affociation, cultivated fome part of the common field 
allotted to it, for the behoof of the crown, and depo- 
fited the produce in the royal granaries. 5. Some 
part of whatever was brought to the public markets, 
whether fruits of the earth, or the various productions 
of their artifts and manufacturers, was demanded for 
the public ufe, and the merchants who paid this were 
exempted from every other tak. 6. The Mayegues, 
or adfcripti glebe, were bound to cultivate certain 
diftri€ts in every province, which may be confidered 
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as crown Jands, and brought the increafe into public 
itorchoufes. Thus the fovereign received fome part 
of whatever was ufeful or valuable in the country, 
whether it was the natural production of the foil, 
or acquired by the induftry of the people. What 
each contributed towards the fupport of government, 
feems to have been inconfiderable. Corita, in an- 
fwer to one of the queries put to the Audience of 
Mexico by Philip II., endeavours to eftimate in 
money the value of what each citizen might be fup- 
pofed to pay, and does not reckon it at more than 
three or four rea/s, about eighteen pence or two fhil- 
lings a-head. 


NOTE XXXIIL p. 297. 


Corres, who feems to have been as much aftonifhed 
with this, as with any inftance of Mexican ingenuity, 
gives a particular defcription of it. Along one of 
the caufeways, fays he, by which they enter the city, 
are conducted two conduits, compofed of clay tem- 
pered with mortar, about two paces in breadth, and 
raifed about fix feet. In one of them is conveyed a 
f{tream of excellent water, as large as the body of a 
man, into the centre of the city, and it fupplies all 
the inhabitants plentifully. The other is empty, that 
when it is neceffary to clean, or repair the former, 
the ftream of water may be turned into it. As this 
conduit paffes along two of the bridges, where thee 
are breaches in the caufeway, through which the falt- 
water of the lake flows, it is conveyed over them in 
Pipes as large as the body of an ox, then carried from 
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the conduit to the remote quarters of the city in 
canoes, and fold to the inhabitants. Relat. ap. Ramuf. 
241, A. 


NOTE XXXIV. p. 299. 

In the armoury of the royal palace of Madrid are 
fhewn fuits of armour, which are called Montezuma’s. 
They are compofed of thin lacquered copper-plates. 
In the opinion of very intelligent judges, they are 
evidently eaftern, The forms of the filver ornaments 
upon them, reprefenting dragons, &c. may be con 
fidered as a confirmation of this, ‘They are infinitely 
fuperior, in point of workmanthip, to any effort of 
American art. The Spaniards probably received them 
from the Philippine iflands. ‘The only unqueftionable 
{pecimen of Mexican art, that I know of in Great 
Britain, is a cup of very fine gold, which is faid 
to have belonged to Montezuma. It weighs 5 oz. 
12 dwt. Three drawings of it were exhibited to the 
Society of Antiquaries, June 10, 1765. A man’s 
head is reprefented on this cup. On one fide the 
full face, on the other the profile, on the third the 
back parts of the head. The relievo is faid to have 
been produced by punching the infide of the cup, 
fo as to make the reprefentation of a face on the out- 
fide. The features are grofs, but reprefented with 
fome degree of art, and certainly too rude for Spanith 
workmanfhip. This cup was purchafed by Edward 
Earl of Orford, while he lay in the harbour of Cadiz 
with the fleet under his command, and is now in the 
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pofleffion of his grandfon, Lord Archer. I am indebted 
for this information to my refpectable and ingenious 
friend Mr. Barrington. In the fixth volume of the 
Archeologia, p. 107, is publifhed an account of fome 
mafks of Terra Cotta, brought from a burying-ground 
on the American continent, about feventy miles from 
the Britifh fettlement on the Mofquito fhore. They are 
faid to be likeneffes of chiefs, or other eminent perfons. 
From the defcriptions and engravings of them, we 
have an additional proof of the imperfect ftate of arts 
among the Americans. 


NOTE XXXV. p. 367. 


Tue learned reader will perccive how much I have 
been indebted, in this part of my work, to the guid- 
ance of the Bifhop of Gloucefter, who has traced the 
fucceflive fteps by which the human mind advanced in 
this line of its progrefs, with much erudition, and 
greater ingenuity. He is the firft, as far as I know, 
who formed a rational and confiftent theory concerning 
the various modes of writing practifed by nations, ac- 
cording to the various degrees of their improvement. 
Div. Legation of Mofes, iii. 69. &c. Some import. 
ant obfervations have been added by M. le Prefident 
de Brofles, the learned and intelligent author of the 
‘Traité de la Formation Mechanique des Langues, 
tom. i. 295, &c. 


As the Mexican paintings are the moft curious 
monuments extant of the earlieft mode of writing, 
it 
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it will not be improper to give fome account of the 
means by which they were preferved from the general 
wreck of every work of art in America, and commu- 
nicated to the Public. For the moft carly and com- 
plete collection of thefe publifhed by Purchas, we are 
indebted to the attention of that curious inquirer, 
Hakluyt. Don Antonio Meidoza, viceroy of New 
Spain, having deemed thofe paintings a proper prefent 
for Charles V., the fhip in which they were fent 
to Spain was taken by a French cruifer, and they 
came into the poffeffion of Thevet, the King’s geo- 
grapher, who, having travelled himfelf into the New 
World, and defcribed one of its provinces, was a 
curious obferver of whatever tended to illuftrate 
the manners of the Americans. On his death, 
they were purchafed by Hlakluyt, at that time 
chaplain of the Englifh ambaffador to the French 
court; and, being left by him to Purchas, were 
publifhed at the defire of the learned antiquary Sir 
Henry Spelman. Purchas, iii. 1065. They were 
tranflated from Englith into French by Melchizedeck 
Thevenot, and publifhed in his collection of voyages, 
A.D. 1683. 


Tue fecond fpecimen of Mexican piéture-writing 
was publifhed by Dr. Francis Gemelli Carreri, in two 
copper-plates. The firft is a map, or reprefentation 
of the progrefs of the ancient Mexicans on their 
firft arrival in the country, and of the various ftations 
in which they fettled, before they founded the capital 
of their empire in the lake of Mexico. The fecond 
is a Chronological Wheel, or Circle, reprefenting 
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the manner in which they computed and marked 
their cycle of fifty-two years. He received both from 
Don Carlos de Siguenza y Congorra, a diligent collee- 
tor of ancient Mexican documents. But as it feems 
now to be a received opinion (founded, as far as I 
know, on no good evidence) that Carreri was never 
out of Italy, and that his famous Giro del Mundo is 
an account of a fictitious voyage, I have not men- 
tioned thefe paintings in the text. They have, how- 
ever, manifeftly the appearance of being Mexican 
productions, and are allowed to be fo by Boturini, 
who was well qualified to determine whether they were 
genuine or fuppofititious. M. Clavigero likewife ad- 
mits them to be genuine paintings of the ancient 
Mexicans. To me they always appeared to be fo, 
though, from my defire to reft no part of my narrative 
upon queftionable authority, I did not refer to them. 
The ftyle of painting in the former is confiderably more 
perfe&t than any other fpecimen of Mexican defign; 
but ‘as the original is faid to have been much defaced 
by time, I fufpeét that it has been improved by fome 
touches from the hand of an European artift. Carreri, 
Churchill, iv. p. 487. The chronological wheel is a 
juft delineation of the Mexican mode of computing 
time, as defcribed by Acofta, lib. vi. c. 2. It feems 
to refemble one which that learned Jefuit had feen; 
and if it be admitted as a genuine monument, it proves 
that the Mexicans had artificial, or arbitrary charac- 
ters, which reprefented feveral things befides numbers. 
Each month is there reprefented by a fymbol expecting 
of fome work or rite peculiar to it. 
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THE third fpecimen of Mexican painting was dif- 
covered by another Italian. In 1736, Lorenzo Botu- 
rini Benaduci fet out for New Spain, and was led by 
feveral incidents to ftudy the language of the Mexicans, 
and to colleét the remains of their hiftorical monu- 
ments. He perfifted nine years in his refearches, 
with the enthufiafm of a projector, and the patience 
of an antiquary. In 1746, he publifhed at Madrid, 
Idea de una Nueva Hifloria General de la America Sep- 
éentrional, containing an account of the refult of his 
inquiries ; and he added to it a catalogue of his 
American Hiftorical Mufeum, arranged under thirty- 
fix different heads. His idea of a New Hiftory ap- 
pears to me the work of a whimlical credulous man, 
But his catalogue of Mexican maps, paintings, tri- 
bute-rolls, calendars, &c. is much larger than one 
could have expected. Unfortunately a fhip, in which 
he had fent a confiderable part of them to Europe, was 
taken by an Englith privateer during the war between 
Great Britain and Spain, which commenced in the 
year 17393 and it is probable that they perifhed by 
falling into the hands of ignorant captors. Boturini 
himfelf incurred the difpleafure of the Spanifh court, 
and died in an hofpital at Madrid. The hiftory, of 
which the Idea, &c. was only a profpeéfus, was never 
publifhed. The remainder of his Mufeum feems to 
have been difperfed. Some part of it came into the 
poflefion of the prefent Archbifhop of Toledo, when 
he was primate of New Spain; and he publifhed from 
it that curious tribute-roll which I have mentioned. 
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‘Tue only other colleGtion of Mexican paintings, 
as far as I can learn, is in the Imperial Library at 
Vienna. By order of their Imperial Majefties, I have 
obtained fuch a fpecimen of thefe as I defired, in eight 
paintings made with fo much fidelity, that Iam informed 
the copies could hardly be diftinguifhed from the 
originals. According to a note in this Codex Mexi- 
canus, it appears to have been a prefent from Emma- 
nuel King of Portugal to Pope Clement VII, who 
died A.D. 1533. After pafling through the hands 
of feveral illuftrious proprietors, it fell into thofe of 
the Cardinal of Saxe-Eifenach, who prefented it to the 
Emperor Leopold. Thefe paintings are manifeftly 
Mexican, but they are in a ftyle very different from 
any of the former. An engraving has been made of 
one of them, in order to gratify fuch of my readers, 
as may deem this an objeét worthy of their attention. 
Were it an obje& of fufficient importance, it might 
perhaps be poffible, by recourfe to the plates of 
Purchas, and the Archbifhop of Toledo, as a key, to 
form plaufible conjectures concerning the meaning 

“of this picture. Many of the figures are evidently 
fimilar. A.A. are targets and darts, almoft in the 
fame form with thofe publifhed by Purchas, p. 1070, 
1071, &c. 4B. B. are figures of temples, nearly re- 
fembling thofe in Purchas, p. 1109 and 1113, and 
in Lorenzana, Plate II. C. is a bale of mantles, or 
cotton cloths, the figure of which occurs in almoft 
every plate of Purchas and Lorenzana. E. E. E. 
feems to be Mexican captains in their war drefs, the | 
fantaftic ornaments of which refemble the figures in 
Purchas, p. 1110.. T111- 2113. I fhould fuppofe 
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this picture to be a tribute-roll, as their mode of noting 
numbers occurs frequently. D.D.D., &c. According 
to Boturini, the mode of computation by the number 
of knots, was known to the Mexicans as well as to 
the Peruvians, p. 85., and the manner in which the 
number of units is reprefented in the Mexican paint- 
ings in my poffeffion feems to confirm this opinion. 
They plainly refemble a ftring of knots on a cord or 
flender rope. 


Since Ff publithed the former edition, Mr. Waddi- 
love, who is ftill pleafed to continue his friendly 
attention to procure me information, has difcovered, 
in the Library of the Efcurial, a volume in folio, 
confifting of forty fheets of a kind of pafteboard, 
each the fize of a common fheet of writing paper, 
with great variety of uncouth and whimfical figures 
of Mexican painting, in very frefh colours, and with 
an explanation in Spanifh to moft of them. The 
firft twenty-two fheets are the figns of the months, 
days, &c. About the middle of each fheet are two 
or more large figures for the month, furrounded by 
the figns of the days. The laft eighteen theets are 
not fo filled with figures. They feem to be figns of 
Deities, and images of various objects. According 
to this Calendar in the Efcurial, the Mexican year 
contained 286 days, divided into 22 months of 13 
days. Each day is reprefented by a different fign, 
taken from fome natural object, a ferpent, a dog, a 
lizard, a reed, a houfe, &c. The figns of days in 
the Calendar of the Efcurial are precifely the fame 
with thofe mentioned by Boturini, Idea, &c. p. 45- 
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But, if we may give credit to that author, the 
Mexican year contained 360 days, divided into 18 
months of 20 days. The order of days in every 
month was computed, according to him, firft by 
what he calls a tridecennary progreflion of days from 
one to thirteen, in the fame manner as in the Calendar 
of the Efcurial, and then by a /eptenary progreffion 
of days from one to feven, making in all twenty. In 
this Calendar, not only the figns which diftinguith 
each day, but the qualities fuppofed to be peculiar to 
each month, are marked. ‘There are certain weak- 
nefles which feem to accompany the human mind 
through every ftage of its progrefs in obfervation and 
fcience. Slender as was the knowledge of the Mexi- 
cans in aftronomy, it appears to have been already 
connected with judicial aftrology. The fortune and 
charaéter of perfons born in each month are fuppofed 
to be decided by fome fuperior influence predominant 
at the time of nativity. Hence it is foretold in the 
Calendar, that all who are born in one month will be 
rich, in another warlike, in a third luxurious, &c. 
The pafteboard, or whatever fubftance it may be on 
which the Calendar in the Efcurial is painted, feems, 
by Mr. Waddilove’s defcription of it, to refemble 
nearly that in the Imperial Library at Vienna. In 
feveral particulars, the figures bear fome likenefs to 
thofe in the plate which I have publifhed. The 
figures marked D., which induced me to conjecture 
that this painting might be a tribute-roll fimilar to 
thefe publifhed by Purchas and the Archbifhop of 
Toledo, Mr. Waddilove fuppofes to be figns of days: 
and-I have fuch confidence in the accuracy of his 
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obfervations, as to conclude his opinion to be well- 
founded. It appears, from the characters in which the 
explanations of the figures are written, that this. cu- 
rious monument of Mexican art has been obtained, 
foon after the conqueft of the empire. It is fingular 
that it fhould never have been mentioned by any Spa- 
nifh author. 


NOTE XXXVI. p. 309. 


Tue firft was called the Prince of the Deathful 
Lance; the fecond the Divider of Men; the third 
the Shedder of Blood; the fourth the Lord of the 
Dark-houfe. Acofta, lib. vi. c. 25. 


NOTE XXXVII. p. 317. 


Tue temple of Cholula, which was deemed more 
holy than any in New Spain, was likewife the moft 
confiderable. But it was nothing more than a mount 
of folid earth. According to Torquemada, it was 
above a quarter of a league in circuit at the bafe, and 
rofe to the height of forty fathom. Mon. Ind. 
Lib. iii. c. 19. Even M. Clavigero acknowledges 
that all the Mexican temples were folid ftruétures, 
or earthen mounts, and of confequence cannot be 
confidered as any evidence of their having made 
any confiderable progrefs in the art of building. 


Clavig. II. 207. 
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From infpecting various figures of temples in the 
paintings engraved by Purchas, there feems to be 
fome reafon for fufpecting, that all their temples 
were conftruéted in the fame manner. See Vol. iii. 
P- 1109, I110. 1113. 


a 


NOTE XXXVIII. p. 319. 


Nor only in Tlafcala, and Tepeaca, but even im 
Mexico itfelf, the houfes of the people were mere 
huts built with turf, or mud, or the branches of 
trees. They were extremely low, and flight, and 
without any furniture but a few earthen veffels. 
Like the rudeft Indians, feveral families refided under 
the fame roof, without having any feparate apartments. 
Herrera, Dec. 2. lib. vii. c. r3. lib. x. c. 22. Dec. 3. 
lib. iv. c. 17. Torquem. lib. iii. ¢. 23. ‘ 


NOTE XXXIX. p.319. 


— am informed by a perfon who refided long in 
New Spain, and vifited almoft every province of it, 
that there is not, in all the extent of that vaft empire, 
any monument, or veftige of any building more 
ancient than the conqueft, nor of any bridge or 
highway, except fome remains of the caufeway from 
Gaudaloupe to that gate of Mexico by which 
Cortes entered the city. MS. penes me. The author 
of another account in manufcript obferves, « That 
at this day there does not remain even the fmalleft 
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veftige of the exiftence of any ancient Indian building 
public or private, either in Mexico or in any province 
ot New Spain. I have travelled, fays he, through alt 
the countries adjacent to them, viz. New Galicia, 
New Bifcay, New Mexico, Sonora, Cinaloa, the 
New Kingdom of Leon, and New Santandero, with- 
out having obferved any monument worth notice, 
except fome ruins near an ancient village in the valley 
de Cafas Grandes, in lat. N. 3°. 46. long. 258°. 24’. 
from the ifland of Teneriffe, or 460 leagues N. N. W. 
from Mexico.” He defcribes thefe ruins minutely, 
and they appear to be the remains of a paltry building 
of turf and ftone, plaftered over with white -carth 
or lime. A miffionary informed that gentleman, 
that he had difcovered the ruins of another edifice 
fimilar to the former, about an hundred leagues 
towards N. W. on the banks of the river St. Pedro. 
MS. penes me. 


TueEseE teftimonies derive great credit from one 
circumftance, that they were not given in fupport 
of any particular fyftem or theory, but as fimple 
anfwers to queries which I had propofed. It is 
probable, however, that when thefe gentlemen affert, 
that no ruins or monuments of any ancient work 
whatever are now to be difcovered in the Mexican 
empire, they meant that there were no fuch ruins 
or monuments as conveyed any idea of grandeur 
or .magnificence, in the works of its ancient inha- 
bitants. For it appears from the teftimony of 
feveral Spanifh authors, that in Otumba, Tlafcala, 
Cholula, &c. fome veftiges of ancient buildings are 
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ftill vifible. Villa Segnor Theatro Amer. p. 143. 
308. 353. D. Fran. Ant. Lorenzana, formerly Arch- 
bifhop of Mexico, and now of Toledo, in his intro- 
duétion to that edition of the Cartas de Relacion of 
Cortes, which he publifhed at Mexico, mentions fome 
ruins which are ftill vifible in feveral of the towns 
through which Cortes paffed in his way to the capital, 
p- 4, &c. But neither of thefe authors give any de- — 
fcription of them, and they feem to be fo very in- 
confiderable, as to fhew only that fome buildings had 
once been there. The large mount of earth at Cholula, 
which the Spaniards dignified with the name of temple, 
{till remains, but without any fteps by which to afcend, 
or any facing of ftone. It appears now like a natural 
mount, covered with grafs and fhrubs, and poflibly it 
was never any thing more. Torquem. lib. iii. c. 19. 
I have received a minute defcription of the remains of 
a templenear Cuernavaca, on the road from Mexico to 
Acapulco. It is compofed of large ftones, fitted to 
each other as nicely as thofe in the buildings of the 
Peruvians, which are hereafter mentioned. At the 
foundation it forms a {quare of twenty-five yards ; but 
as it rifes in height, it diminifhes in extent, not gradu- 
ally, but by being contracted fuddenly at regular dif- 
tances, fo that it muft have refembled the figure B. in 


’ the plate. It terminated, it is faid, in a fpire. 


NOTE 


NOTES AND ILLUSTRATIONS. 


NOTE XL. p.325. 


THE exaggeration of the Spanith hiftorians, with 
tefpeét to the number of human viétims facrificed in 
Mexico, appears to be very great. According to 
Gomara, there was no year in which twenty thou- 
fand human victims were not offered to the Mexican 
Divinities, and in fome years they amounted to fifty 
thoufand. Cron. c.229. The fkulls of thofe unhappy 
perfons were-ranged in order in a building eredted 
for that purpofe, and two of Cortes’s officers who 
had counted them, informed Gomara that their 
number was an hundred and thirty-fix thoufand. 
Ibid. c. 82. Herrera’s account is ftill more incredible, 
that the number of victims was fo great, that five 
thoufand have been facrificed in one day, nay, on 
fome occafions, no lefs than twenty thoufand. Dec. iii. 
lib. ii. ¢. 16. ‘Torquemada goes beyond both in 
extravagance, for he afferts, that twenty thoufand 
children, exclufive of other victims, were flaughtered 
annually. Mon. Ind. lib. vii. c. 21. The moft re- 
fpeétable authority in favour of fuch high numbers 
is that of Zumurraga, the firft. Bifhop of Mexico, 
who, in a letter to the chapter general of his order, 
A.D. 1631, afferts that the Mexicans facrificed 


annually twenty thoufand victims. Davila. Teatro — 


Ecclef. 126. In oppofition to all thefe accounts, 
B. de las Cafas obferves, that if there had been fuch 
an annual wafte of the human fpecies; the country 
could never have arrived at that degree of populouf- 
nefs for which it was remarkable when the Spaniards 
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firft landed there. This reafoping is juft. If the 
number of victims in all the provinces of New Spair 
had been fo great, not only muft population have been 
prevented from increafing, but the human race muft 
have been exterminated in a fhort time. For befides 
the wafte of the fpecies by fuch numerous facrifices, 
it is obfervable, that wherever the fate of captives 
taken in war is either certain death or perpetual 
flavery, as men can gain nothing by fubmitting fpeedily 
to an enemy, they always refift to the uttermoft, 
and war becomes bloody and deftructive to the laft 
degree. Las Cafas pofitively afferts, that the Mexicans 
never facrificed more than fifty or a hundred perfons 
ina year. See his difpute with Sepulveda, fubjoined 
to his Breviflima Relacion, p.1og. Cortes does not 
{pecify what number of victims was facrificed annually, 
but B. Diaz del Caftillo relates, that an inquiry 
having been made, with refpect to this, by the 
Francifean monks, who were fent into New Spain 
immediately after the conqueft, it was found that 
about two thoufand five hundred were facrificed every 
year in Mexico. C. 207. 


NOTE XLI. p. 327. 


Ir is hardly neceflary to obferve, that the Peruvian 
Chronology is not only obfcure, but repugnant to 
conclufions deduced from the moft accurate and ex- 
tenfive obfervations, concerning the time that elapfes. 
during each reign, in any given fucceffion of Princes. 
The medium has been found not to exceed twenty 
years. According to Acofta and Garcilaffo de la 
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Vega, Huana Capac, who died about the year 1527, 
was the twelfth Inca. According to this rule of 
computing, the duration of the Peruvian monarchy 
ought not to have been reckoned above two hundred 
and forty years; but they affirm that it had fubfifted 
four hundred years. Acofta, lib. vi. c. 19. Vega, 
lib.i. c.g. By this account each reign is extended 
at a medium to thirty-three years, inftead of twenty, 
the number afcertained by Sir Ifaac Newton’s obferv- 
ations; but fo imperfect were the Peruvian traditions, 
that though the total is boldly marked, the number of 
years in each reign is unknown. 


NOTE XLII. p. 335. 


Many of the early Spanifh writers affert, that the 
Peruvians offered human facrifices. Xerez, p. 190. 
| Zarate, lib. i. c. 11.  Acofta, lib. v. c.19. But 
Garcilaffo de la Vega contends, that though this bar- 
barous practice prevailed among their uncivilized 
anceftors, it was totally abolifhed by the Incas, and 
that no human victim was ever offered in any temple 
of the Sun.- This affertion, and the plaufible reafons 
with which he confirms it, are fufficient to refute the 
Spanifh writers, whofe accounts feem to be founded 
entirely upon report, not upon what they themfelves 
had obferved. Vega, lib. ii. c. 4. In one of their 
feftivals, the Peruvians offered cakes of bread moiftened 
with blood drawn from the arms, the eye-brows, and 
nofes of their children. Id. lib. vii. c.6. This rite may 
have been derived from their ancient practice, in their 
uncivilized ftate, of facrificing human victims. 
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NOTE XLIII. p. 342. 


Tue Spaniards have adopted both thofe cuftoms of 
the ancient Peruvians. They have preferved fome of 
the aqueduéts or canals, made in the days of the 
Incas, and have made new ones, by which they water 
every field that they cultivate. Ulloa Voyage, tom. i. 
422. 477- They likewife continue to ufe guano, or 
the dung of fea-fowls, as manure. Ulloa gives a de- 
fcription of the almoft incredible quantity of it in the 
fmall iflands near the coaft. Ibid. 481. 


NOTE XLIV. p. 345. 


Tue temple of Cayambo, the palace of the Inca at 
Callo in the plain of Lacatunga, and that of Atun- 
Cannar, are defcribed by Ulloa, tom. i, 286, &c., 
who infpected them with great care. M. de Conda- 
mine publifhed a curious memoir concerning the 
ruins of Atun-Cannar. Mem. de lAcademie de 
Berlin, A. D. 1746, p. 435. Acofta defcribes the 
ruins of Cuzco, which he had examined. Lib. vi. 
c. 14. Garcilaffo, in his ufual ftyle, gives pompous 
and confufed defcriptions of feveral temples, and 
other public edifices. Lib. iii. c. 1. c. a1. lib. vi. 
c. 4. Don — Zapata, in a large treatife con- 
cerning Peru, which has not hitherto been publithed, 
communicates fome information with refpect to 
feyeral monuments of the ancient Peruvians, which 
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have not been mentioned by other authors. MS, 
penes me, Articulo xx. Ulloa defcribes fome of the 
ancient Peruvian fortifications, which were likewife 
works of great extent and folidity. Tom. i. 391. 
Three circumftances ftruck all thofe obfervers: the 
vaft fize of the ftones which the Peruvians employed 
in fome of their buildings. Acofta meafured one, 
which was thirty feet long, eighteen broad, and fix 
in thicknefs; and yet, he adds, that in the fortrefs 
at Cuzco, there were {tones confiderably larger. It 
is difficult to conceive how the Peruvians could 
move thefe, and raife them to the height even of 
twelve feet. The fecond circumftance is, the imper- 
fe€tion of the Peruvian art, when applied to working 
in timber, By the patience and perfeverance natural 
to Americans, ftones may be formed into any fhape, 
merely by rubbing one againft another, or by the ufe 
of hatchets or other inftruments made of ftone; 
but with fuch rude tools, little progrefs can be made 
in carpentry. ‘The Peruvians could not mortize 
two beams together, or give any degree of union or 
ftability to any work compofed of timber. As they 
could not form a centre, they were totally unac- 
quainted with the ufe of arches in building; nor 
can the Spanifh authors conceive how they were able 
to frame a roof for thofe ample ftructures which they 
raifed. 


Tue third circumftance is a ftriking proof, which 
all the monuments of the Peruvians furnifh, of their 
want of ingenuity and invention, accompanied with 
patience no lefs aftonifhing. None of the ftones 
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employed in thofe works were formed into any parti- 
cular or uniform fhape, which could render them fit 
for being compaéted together in building. ‘The 
Indians took them as they fell from the mountains, 
or were raifed out of the quarries. Some were 
f{quare, fome triangular, fome convex, fome concave. 
Their art and induftry were employed in joining them 
together, by forming fuch hollows in the one, as 
perfe€tly correfpond to the projections or rifings in 
the other. ‘This tedious operation, which might have 
been fo eafily abridged, by adapting the furface of the 
ftones to each other, either by rubbing, or by their 
hatchets of copper, would be deemed incredible, if it 
were not put beyond doubt by infpeéting the remains 
of thofe buildings. It gives them a very fingular ap- 
pearance to an European eye. There is no regular 
layer or ftratum of building, and no one {tone refem- 
bles another in dimenfions or form. At the fame time, 
by the perfevering but ill-direéted induftry of the In- 
dians, they are all joined with that minute nicety which 
Thave mentioned. Ulloa made this obfervation con- 
cerning the form of the ftones in the fortrefs of 
Atun-Cannar. Voy. i. p. 387. Pineto gives a fimi- 
lar defcription of the fortrefs of Cuzco, the moft per- 
fect of all the Peruvian works. ‘Zapata MS. penes me. 
According to M. de Condamine, there were regular 
ftrata of building in fome parts of Atun-Cannar, which 
he Temarks as fingular, and as a proof of fome progrefs 
in Improvement. 
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NOTE XLV. p. 349. 


THE appearance of thofe bridges, which bend with 
their own weight, wave with the wind, and are confi- 
derably agitated by the motion of every perfon who 
paffes along them, is very frightful at firft. But 
the Spaniards have found them to be the eafieft mode 
of pafling the torrents in Peru, over which it would 
be difficult to throw more folid ftru€tures either of 
ftone or timber, They form thofe hanging bridges fo 
ftrong and broad, that loaded mules pafs along them. 
All the trade of Cuzco is carried on by means of fuc 
a bridge over the river Apurimac. Ulloa, tom. i. 
358. A more fimple contrivance was employed in 
paffing {maller ftreams: A bafket, in which the tra- 
veller was placed, being fufpended from a flrong rope 
ftretched acrofs the ftream, it was pufhed or drawn 
from one fide to the other. Ibid. 


NOTE XLVI. p. 362. 


My information with refpeét to thofe events is 
taken from WNoticia breve de la expedicion militar de 
Sinora y Cinaloa, fu exito feliz, y vantojofo eftado, 
en que por confecuentia de ello, fe han pucfto ambas 
provincias, publifhed at Mexico, June 17th, 1771, 
in order to fatisfy the curiofity of the merchants, 
who had furnifhed the viceroy with money for defray- 
ing the expence of the armament. The copies of 
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this Noticia are very rare in Madrid; but “I have 
obtained one, which has enabled me to commu- 
nicate thefe curious faéts to the ‘public. Accord- 
ing to this account there was found in the mine 
Yecorato in Cinaloa a grain of gold of twenty-two 
carats, which weighed fixteen marks four ounces 
four ochavas; this was fent to Spain as a prefent fit 
for the King, and is now depofited in the royal cabinet 
at Madrid. 


NOTE XLVII. p. 3625) 

. - 
_ THE uncertainty of geographers with refpect to 
this point is remarkable, for Cortes feems to have 
furveyed its coafts with great accuracy. The Arch- 
bifhop of Toledo has publifhed, from the original, 
in the poffeflion of the Marquis del Valle, the 
defcendant of Cortes, a map drawn in 1541, by 
the pilot Domingo Caftillo, in which California 
is laid down as a peninfula, ftretching out nearly 
in the fame dire€tion which is now given to it in the 
beft maps; and the point where Rio Colorado enters 
the gulf is marked with precifion. Hift. de Nueva 
Efpagna, 327 


NOTE XLVIII. p. 366. 


{ am indebted for this faé&t to M. L’Abbé Raynal, 
tom, ili. 103. and upon confulting an intelligent per- 
fon, long fettled on the Mofquito fhore, and who 
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has been engaged in the logwood trade, I find that 
ingenious author has been well informed. The 
logwood cut near the town of St. Francis of Cam- 
peachy is of much better quality than that on the 
other fide of Yucatan; and the Englith trade in the 
Bay of Honduras is almoft at an end. 


THE END 01 THE THIRD VOLUME. 
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